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PREFACE. 



In collecting the letters and varied infonnation contained in the 
following pages, I have been influenced by the desirj of placing 
before the prcs.nt age, such authentic details of home life among the 
early members of the Society of Friends as are now accessible. 
The wriiten history of the rise of this section of the Christian 
Church necessarily abounds with narratives of the bitter persecutions 
endured by the devoted men and women who first embraced its 
distinctive views of Gospel truth, also with the numerous controver- 
sies engaged in from time to time in their defence. But those early 
writings rarely afford us any glimpses of the home pictures of 
domestic life, so as to make us acquainted with their social status 
and surroundings. 

There was one remarkable family, the members of which occupied 
a conspicuous place at this exciting period, among whose descendants 
I especially sought for familiar It ters that might serve thj purpose 
of a domestic portraiture. I was not disappointed in the search. 
The head of this family — Judge Fell — ^filled an important position 
under the Commonwealth ; his wife, Margaret Fell, became an early 
convert to the religious princii)les proclaimed by George Fox. The 
correspondence between her and her daughters, and sons-in-law, 
spreading as it docs over nearly half-a-century, forms au interesting 
feature in succeeding pages. As a nuising mother in our Church, 
Margaret Fell has lon;^ been known and honoured ; but as regards 
the lovin-^ care which she extended in private life to those around 
her, as well as towar.ls her children and grandchildren, very little is 
known. A number of heretofore unpublished letters between her 
&nd her daughters, and their husbands, have been cordially on appli- 
cation 8 nt to me from Engl ml, Scotland, and Ir.land by de- 
fioendants of the Fell family, and by some not thus descended who 
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had tpeasured t^iem as precious m'^morials of dcpartod worth. Those 
familiar ci):stlc8 serve to portray a beautiful jMctire of the home 
rel.tions of this dis'iiiguished cirel', and of the lovin«^ hi'ercourse 
maintained amongst itj» m. mbers ; and wh 1st they exUibit, on one 
handf many and deep trials, arising from an opi*n advocacy aud in- 
llexible maintenance of religious truth, they display, on the other 
hand, that a ffec lion ate interest and sympathy in each othcr^s welfare, 
whi«. h a lorn and dignify, and render hajjpy private life. 

In addition t<> thos.^ letti»rs, I procured many others from the 
Fr ends' Manuscript Dejmsltory in Devonshire ILiuse, which was 
kindly ox)ened to me. These were chiefly addressed to Margaret Fell 
by those earnest men, the first preachers a:nong t.'.at ban.l of zealous 
followers who rallied round George Fox, and who, by their un- 
swerving advo.acy of the rights of c uLsci.nce, and their firm stand 
a;^ainst the intolerance and persecuting spirit of the age, have con- 
tributed in no small degree to the establishment of that full measure 
of religious liberty at present ei^joyed by all classes in our favoured 
land. 

The volume, which has arisen out of the documents thus procured, 
I now submit to the public, but more e>pecially to the members of 
our own religious community, in the sincere hope that it may 
subserve the end of casting some further light on the lives and the 
times of our predecessors, whose principles we profess to uphold. 

M. W., 
7, Palmeriton lioadj Dublin. 
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FELLS OF SWARTHMOOR HALL 



CHAPTER I. 

MORECAMBE BaY — FURXK8S — SwAUTirMOOR IlALIi — .TlTDOE FkLI, 

— IIis Marriage — Sir Hugh Askew — The Askew Famm.y. 

The residence of the Fell family, whose history is traced 
in the following pages, was situated in that detached part 
of Lancashire called " Fumess," which lies north of More- 
cambe Bay. The waters of the hiiy, of which the upper 
windows of their house commanded a prospect, penetrate 
into the land to the depth of some fifteen miles. Along 
the extremity of its shores, on the ebb of the tide, the 
ground is left dry to a great extent, and the tracks thus 
occasionally covered and uncovered, constitute the far- 
famed Sands of Leven and of Lancaster. The former 
extend along the western coast, the latter along the eastern 
Bide of the bay. The sands are remarkable, not only for 
their singularity and the picturesque beauty of the adjacent 
scenery, but for their dangers.* A casual passenger is not 
likely to be aware, on an ordinary crossing, of the risk at 
times involved in the attempt. Their ever-changing quick- 
sands, their sudden mists, their bewildering tempests, the 
rivers by starts becoming broad, deep, and swollen, with tor- 



♦ The descriptions of Morecambe Bay, of Fumcsa, and of Swarth- 
moor Ilall, are taken chiefly from manusc:rl|)t notes by the late 
William Benson, which have courteously l)cen placed in the hands 
of the wiiter by John Abraham, of Liverpwol, a descendant of 
Margaret Fell. 
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rents rushing from the mountains, bringing peril in various 
forms; add to all tliese the uncertainty of the tides, which 
are in great measure dependent upon the strength of the 
south-west winds, driving the water up the imperceptibly 
inclined plane of the bay, and we have before us the various 
causes which have so often occasioned the loss of human 
life in crossing the sands. But since railway projectors 
performed the bold experiment of spanning them with their 
iron tracks, the solitary traveller less frequently imperils 
his life by more tedious crossings. 

Shipwrecks on the Mon>caml>e coasts are not uncommon ; 
its treacherous winds and complicated sandbanks, its lee- 
shorcs and uncertain depths, make it the dread of the sea- 
roan, and rendered its navigation a hazardous experiment 
before the less fluctuating power of the steam-engine aided 
the navigator. Placid to-day, it rages witli fearful tempests 
to-morrow ; beautiful though it be, it is deceitful and dan- 
gerous, especially to the sailing-craft that depends on the 
wind. Tradition tells of land swallowed up and whole 
villages submerged on these coasts, thus adding mystery 
to the feeling of awe with which they are regarded by the 
inhabitants. 

The opposite side of the peninsula is bounded by another 
bay forming the estuary of the Duddon, the sands of which 
are also fordable, but being of less extent are less dangerous. 
Along the south-western coast extends the island of Walney. 
Furneas itself is almost an island, if the encircling waters 
of ocean, rivers, and lakes can confer such title ; for the 
sea and the rivers, Leven and Duddon, with the Brathay, 
Elterwater, Little Langdale Tarn, and Lake Windermere, 
unite in giving it a watery boundary, except for a few 
hundred yards. Immediately outside these demarcations 
the mountains arise which add so much to the picturesque 
beauty of the scenery. 

Thus detached, Fumess enjoyed, anciently, but little 
communication with the surroundin<r districts. Its surface 
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is singalarly diversified. Its moantains, its slopes and its 
plains form an epitome of England. To the north it is 
bold, rocky, and biiTen, a laud of "brown heatli and 
shaggy wood/* oi laLe and stream, of sequestered villages 
and unpeopled fells, of sheep-walks and commons, of a 
pastoral population with frugal habits. This northern 
division is called High Fumess or Furness Fells, and those 
fells or monntains yield copper ore. 

The centre of the country is undulating, studded with 
populous Tillages and trim country residences, the abode 
of busy industry and commerce, though manufactures have 
not yet obtained the footing they possess in other parts of 
Lancashire. The southern division is called Low or Plain 
Fumess. It is entirely agricultural and mining, a fertile 
and thriving district, producing some of the best corn in 
England. Owing to its contiguity to the Irish Sea, the 
climate is moist, yet its harvests are earlier than those of 
the neighbouring counties. It is said to produce the richest 
iron ore in the world. The ploughed fields and the roads 
are for miles together of a deep red colour, owing to the 
iron impregnation. Each of these portions of Fumess has 
its own characteristic and beautiful scenery, and the splendid 
bay of Morecambe, with its wood-covered hills and lofty 
mountains, adds an inexpressible charm to almost every 
point of view. 

This outlying section of Lancashire was long under the 
government of the monks of Furness Abbey. The Abbey 
itself was fbunded ▲. d. 1 127, by King Stephen. Its domain 
extended over all the regions of Fumess included within 
the boundaries just specified. The Abbot was a sort of 
king inside these territories, as well as head landlord and 
agriculturalist. The situation of the Abbey is in the 
southern part of the promontory. It stands in the depth 
of a glen clothed with wood, a stream flowing through it. 
A beacon once crowned the height above the Abbey. Its 
signal-fire was visible over Low Furness, and there were 
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arrangements for extending from fell to fell the lighted 
summons, till in a few minutes beacons blazed from the 
Duddon to Windermere throughout the length and breadth 
of the monastic dominions. Under the paternal swa}'^ of 
the abbots of Furness, the region prospered. Embank- 
ments were constructed against the ravages of the ocean — 
land was reclaimed, and agriculture advanced, of which 
various evidences still exist. The tenants of the abbots 
were treated leniently, encouraged, and not severel}' pressed. 
Let their religious influence be what it might, these ghostly 
fathers seem to have been good landlords. 

At length came the dissolution of the monasteries in 
1537, and with that came also grants of monastic land to 
royal favourites. Manorial customs heretofore unknown 
in Fumess were introduced; grasping agents, desirous of 
exhibiting heavy rent-rolls, took the places of the easj'-going 
monks and paternal abbot. Disputes about tithes diverted 
fit)m the objects to which they were originally assigned, 
and applied to private purposes, soon followed. Lawsuits 
relative to these and to feudal services embittered men's 
minds m this as in innumerable other districts, from the 
dissolution of the monasteries, until the civil wars added 
other elements of strife. 

Dissatisfaction with the order of things established after 
the downfall of Papal supremacy, was only exceeded by 
detestation of the Papacy as an exacting, ecclesiastical, 
foreign power. In this state of the public mind, a change 
of government was joyfully welcomed, and the introduction 
of the Presbyterian form of worship was cordially resi)()nded 
to by a majority of the men of Furness. But after a few 
years* trial of Presbyterianism as the dominant religion, it 
also was found to have its spirit of pressure and persecu- 
tion. Power with the one, as with the other great party, 
was accompanied by abuses. The Episcopalians, Presby- 
terians and ludependents were then alike unable to realize 
the principle of religious toleration, and each of these great 
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Church sections approved of recourse to the sword in 
defence of its opinions and position. 

Such was the state of public parlies in the middle of the 
seventeenth century, when Swarthmoor Hall became a 
centre, where other convictions of Christian duty, and 
other religious feelings were cherished, and from thence 
were disseminated over surrounding regions. That cele- 
brated mansion stands about a mile south of Ulverstone, 
in view of mountains, woods, and water, that give great 
beauty to the scenery. The Hall is situated on the verge 
of a moor, from w^hich it takes its name,* and which, in 
spite of modem enclosure and the labours of the husband- 
man, yet maintains a somewhnt barren aspect, contrasting 
with the rich luxuriance of the plains in other directions. 
From the upper rooms the unrivalled beauties of More- 
cambe Bay present themselves, and the sharp-peaked 
mountains of Coniston close the view on the inland side. 
But the Hall itself, which is now dilapidated, was at the 
time of which we speak in its pristine freshness and beauty. 
It was an Elizabethan building, with rich oak panelling 
throughout the principal apartments, which are spacious, 
and formerly some of them were handsomely lighted by 
oriel windows. 

In the seventeenth century, Swarthmoor Hall was in- 
habited by a family which enjoyed greater local territory 
than any other of the same time in the neighbourhood. 
The head of that family was Thomas Fell, better known as 
Judge Fell.f He was brought up to the profession of the 
law, became a successful barrister, was afterwards raised to 
the bench, and was one of the judges who went the circuit 
of West Chester and North Wales. He was Y ice-Chancellor 

* For analysis respectng the namo Swarthmoor, and tlio estates 
pertaiuing to it, see Appendix A. 

f For a detailed account of tlio i)osItion and property of '*Fell of 
Swarthmoor,^' see Appendix B. 
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of the county palatine of Lancaster, Chancellor of the 
Duchy Court of Westminster, and a county magistrate. 
He was returned to Parliament as a representative for 
Lancaster in 1G45, along with Sir Thomas Bendloss. But 
during the Intter ycnrs of CromwelPs administration he 
retired from Parliamentary life. The Protector sought, 
.but in vain, to attach Fell closely to his government and 
person. As a mark of special regard, he presented the 
Judge with a silver cup, which was long preserved in the 
family. But still Judge Fell, looking with disapproval on 
some of the proceedings of the Cromwellian government, 
kept aloof from close association with its chief. 

In addition to his professional income, the Judge inher- 
ited an ample estate from his ancestors, which had descended 
to him through his father, George Fell. In the year 1632 
he married Margaret Askew, who had been both religiously 
and intellectually well educated for that time, and admi- 
rably fitted to fill with dignity and grace the distinguished 
position to which she was thus introduced. When she 
became mistress of Swarthmoor Hall she was in her 
eighteenth 3^ear, her husband in his thirty-fourth. The 
youthful bride was the dauj^hter of John Askew, of Marsh 
Grange, in the parish of Dalton Furness. 

Marsh Grange, and another estate called Seaton Priory, 
were both granted to a member of the Askew (or according 
to ancient spelling the Ascough, Asketh, or Askey) family, 
by Henry the Eighth, in the year 1542. This was Hugh 
Askew, or, as he was afterwards styled. Sir Hugh. He was 
of the same family as Sir William Askew, of Kelse>^, in 
Lincolnshire, who was one of the knights that attended 
King Henry to the Field of the Cloth of Gold. But whether 
Hugh was younger brother or son to Sir William is not 
clear. In 1547, Hugh Askew was created knight-banneret 
at Musselburgh, in Scotland, after the battle of Pink^y, 
where he especially distinguished himself. He married 
into a noble family, Lady Askew being cousin-german to 
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Queen Jane Seymour, mother of Edward the Sixth ; it was 
probably through this connection that Sir Hugh got an 
honourable appointment in the 3'oung King^s household. 
In the year 1562 he died, leaving no children.* His estates 
in Lancashire then became the property of his nephew, or 
great-nephew, William Askew (son to Aniie Askew, the 
martyr), and a niece named Bridget Askew. Marsh Grange 
fell to the former ; Seaton Priorv to the latter, who was 
married to a Pennington, afterwards Earl of Muncaster. 
William Askew's son John su'jceeded his father in the 
Marsh Grange estate. John Askew left two sons and one 
daughter, the latter being Margaret, who was married to 
Thomas Fell of Swarthmoor Uall. 



CHAPTER II. 

Marriage, Persecuttox, and- Martyrdom: op Anne Askew, 

Ancestor to Margaret Fell. 

Anne Askew was the second daughter of Sir William 
Askew, of Kelse}', in Lincolnshire. Her elder sister had 
been engaged to be m:\rried to the son and heir of a 
gentleman named Kyme, who lived in the same county ; 
but she died before the marriage was solemnized. Sir 
William Askew and " Old Master Kyme " were both much 
disappointed in their worldly plans by this unexpected 
death. The former had liked the alliance for the wealth 
that accompanied it, the latter for the rank. Still, to secure 
these objects it was proi>osed that young Kj'nie should 
marry Sir William's second daughter. In no respect were 
they well suited either in mind or in character, and Anne 
felt this ; but in vain did she say so — in vain remonstrate 



♦ In Bootle Church, where lio was interred, there is a monumental 
inscription to the memory of Sir Hugh Askew. 
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with her father. Sir William was inflexible, luarry Kyme 
she must, and did, about the year 1541. But, as might have 
been expected, all that wealth coidd purchase failed to 
make her life happy with a husb:ind so uncongenial. 

In that gilded loneliness the heart and ^oulof the young 
wife turned to the Lord for grace and strength to fit her to 
fulfil aright the duties of her position. Her mind was well 
cultivated and of a hhj:h order. She had been blest with a 
tutor who had encouraged her in biblical studies, and 
probably had aided the development of her religious per- 
ceptions. Now her great comfort was derived from the 
stud}^ of the Holy Scriptures, and through all the dilRcul- 
ties that surrounded her, as Bishop Bale expresses it, " she 
demeaned herself like a Christian wife.'* But this frequent 
readinix of the Bible and absentintj herself from confession, 
was noticed with great disi)leasure l)y her Inisbmurs family, 
and by the priests. Thus her life wore on through perplex- 
ities and consolations till after the birth of her second 
child. Then her husband declared that if she would not 
give up reading the Bible and attend confession, he would 
banish her from his house and home. But *' Mistress 
Kyme " could not, with a clear conscience, do either one or 
tlie other, and she told him so. Thus Bale quaintly relates 
the case — '^ In process of time, by oft reading of the sacred 
Bible, slice fell clearlve from all olde sur)erstvevon3 of 
pnpystry to a perfyght beleve in Jesus Christ, wherel^y she 
HO olfended the prestes that hee, at their suggestion, drove 
her out of hys house. Whereupon shee thought herselfe 
free from that uncomely kynde of marryn«::e by thys doc- 
trine of Saint Paul, 1 Cor. vii, ' If a faithful woman have 
an nnbelevingc husband which will not tairy with her, she 
may leave hym ; for a brother or sister is not in subject; on 
to such..' " But this lad}' did not leave her husband till he 
ordered her to go, and then she departed and took her 
children with her to her own early home. Kyme seems to 
liuvy expected that his wife would have yielded to his oiders 
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respecting the non-readiDg of the Bible, <kc., rather than be 
turned out of doors. In that he was mistaken. Under 
these circumstances it is by no means likely that she met 
with a cordial welcome from her worldly-minded father. 
But it is probable tliat she found there, in her chilhood's 
home, some sympathising heart— mother, brother, sister, 
or friend — with whom she could take counsel. Neverthe- 
less, the Spirit of Truth, and her own enlightened conscience, 
must mainly have been her guides. What we know of Anne 
Askew's inner feelings has been gathered from her letters 
quoted in Foxe's "Acts and Monuments of the Martyrs," 
and her " Prison Thoughts ;" written after her condemna-. 
tion for the satisfaction of her friends. It is certain that 
she had those who were true friends to the last, and prob- 
ably some of her own family were united to her in heart 
and spirit, though their names are not mentioned. In those 
perilous times it would have been hazardous to any who 
would venture publicl}'' to identify his sentiments and sym- 
pathies with one who took such an open independent stand 
for Bible principles as siie did. 

On being turned out by her husband she renounced his 
name, for herself and children, resuming that of Askew. 
The Kymes continued to persecute her after she had 
returned to her father's house, and, in order to be at a 
distance from them, she went to London, where she had 
relatives and friends. But her persecutors had agents in 
London who watched her closely. They informed the 
Bis'hop of London and the Lord Mayor that she was a 
dangerous heretic, and it was believed that but for this 
information she would not have been known to the City 
authorities, and consequently not have been made a public 
victim. 

Anne Askew appears to have been well acquainted with 
several of the noble ladie ; who surrounded Queen Catherine. 
and probably with the Queen herself. But her coming to 
London was with the desire to live wit'i her children in 
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peace and retirement. Her enemies reported that fear of 
her heresies being made public caused her to leave Lincoln. 
To disprove this report she returned for a short time, and, 
day by day, visiting the cathedral, took her seat before one 
of the great Bibles that had been i)laced there by royal 
order. She expected that some of the priests who saw her 
thus engaged would have stated the heresy of which she 
was accused, and would have expostulated with her if they 
believed in their hearts that she had not Scripture to sus- 
tain her. However, they passed in and out, and looked at 
her, but said nothing of importance. She had not the 
slightest fv'ar of aught they could say or do ; for, as she 
said, she felt her cause was good, and that the Lord was on 
her side.. 

In the following spring Anne Askew was summoned 
before the Inquisitors in London, and closely questioned 
about her religious belief. To her friends she details the 
questions put and her answers, thus : — 

'• First, Christopher Dare examined me at Sadler's Hall, 
being one of the quest, and asked me if I did not believe that 
the sacrament hanging over the altar was the very body of 
Christ really. Tiien I demnnded of him. Wherefore was 
St. Stephen stoned to death? And he said, he could not 
tell. Then I answered, that no more would I assoil his 
vain question. 

" Secondly, he said, that there was a woman who did 
testify that I read how God was not in temples made with 
hands. Then I sliewed him ciiapters vii. and xviii. of the 
Acts of the Apostles, what Stephen and l*aul had said 
therein. 

"Thirdly, he asked, wherefore I said I had rather read 
five lines in the Bible tlian to hear five masses in tlie 
temple. I confessed that I hjid said no less, because the one 
did greatly edify me, and the other nothing at all. lie 
asked me what I said concerning confession. I answered 
liim my meaning ; which was, as St. James saith, that every 
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man ought to acknonvledgc his faults to another, and the 
one to pray for the other. 

''*' He asked me -what I said to the King's book, and I 
answered him, that I could say nothing to it, because I 
never saw it. He asked me, it' I had the Spirit of God in 
me? I answered, if I had not I was but a reprobate or 
castaway. 

^' Then he said, he had sent for a priest to examine me, 
who was then at hand. The priest asked me what I said 
to the sacrament of the altar, and required much to know 
my meaning thereof. But 1 desired him to hold me excused 
concerning that matter. None other answer would I make 
him, because I perceived him to be a papist. 

^^ Lastly, he asked me, if I did not think private masses 
did help the souls departed. I said it was great idolatry 
to rely more in them than in the death Christ died for us. 

" Then they had me thence unto my Lord Mayor, and he 
examined me as they had before, and I answered him directly 
in all things as I answered the quest. Besides this, my Lord 
Mayor laid one thing to my charge which was never spoken 
of me but by them ; and that was, whether a mouse eating 
the^host receiveil God or no? This question did I never 
ask, but, indeed, they asked it of me, whereunto I made 
them no answer, but smiled. 

" Then the bishop^s chancellor rebuked me, and said, that 
I was much to blame for uttering the Scriptures. For St. 
Paul, he said, forbade women to talk of the Word of God. 
I answered him, that I knew St. PauPs meaning as well as 
he, which is in 1 Cor. xiv., that a woman ought not to 
speak in the congregation by way of teaching. Then I 
asked him, how many women he had seen go into the pulpit 
to preach? He said, he never saw any. Then, I said, he 
ought to find no fault in poor women except they had 
offended the law. 

'• Then my Lord Mayor commanded me to ward. I 
asked him if sureties would not serve me, and he made mc 
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short answer, that he would take none. Then was I had to 
the Compter, and there remained eleven days, no friend 
admitted to speak wilh me. But, in the meantime, there 
was a priest sent unto me, who said that hc.was commanded 
of the Bishop to examine me, and to give me good advice, 
which he did nof 

With this other priest, and 3'et another who was sent -to 
her, there followed a series of conversations and questions 
bearing on the two grand points — transubstantiation and 
confession. In all of these the prisoner brought forward 
Holy Scripture in support of the various positions she 
took, mostly but firmly maintaining her standing on the 
Gospel foundation. At length, Bonner, Bisho[) of Londoa, 
took the matter into his own hands. That unscrupulous 
ecclesiastic, with all the hearllessness of his roj'al master, 
and with far more cunning, procec'ded to cross-examine the 
deserted young wife, in the hope of entrapping her. But 
she was on her guard ; and to each of his leading questions 
she replied, '' I believe as the Scripture doth teach me." 
Speaking of the Eucharist — " Tiien inquired he of me, 

* What if the Scripture doth say that it is the body of 
Christ?' My answer was — *I believe as the Scripture 
informoth me.' Then asked he, * What if the Scripture 
doth say that it is not the body of Christ?' Still I said, 'I 
believe us the Scripture doth teach ' Upon this he tarried 
a great while, ho[)ing lo have driven me to make him an 
answer to his mind. Uowbeit, I would not, but concluded 
thus with him — that I believed therein, and in all other 
things as Christ and His holy apostles did leave them. 
Then he asked me wh}' I had so few words. I answered, 

* God hath given me the gift of knowledge, but not of 
utterance ; and Solomon saith that a woman of few words 
is the gift of God.'" Other charges were discussed with 
the bishop, which admitting of explanation or denial were 
candidly answered. Thus he asked her if she ha<l said that 
there were bent against her three-score priests :it Lincoln. 
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" Indeed, quoth I, I said so — and my friends told me, if I 
did come to Lincoln, the priests would assault me, and put 
me to great trouble. Therefore, as they had made the 
boast, when I heard it I w^ent thither, not being afraid, 
because I knew my matter to be good. Moreover I 
remained there nine days to see what would be said unto 
me. And as I was in the Minster, reading upon the Bible, 
they resorted unto me by two and two, by five and by six, 
minding to have spoken unto me, yet went their ways again 
without words speaking. 

" Then my lord asked if there were not one that did 
speak unto me. I t«»ld him yes, there was one of them at 
last who did speak to me indeed. My lord asked me wiiat 
he said. And I told him his words were of small effect, so 
that I did not now remember them. Then said my lord : 
' There are many that read and know the Scripture, yet 
follow it not, nor live thereafter.' I said airain, ' My lord, 
I would wish that all men knew my conversation and living 
in all points ; for I am myself sure this hour tiiat there are 
none able to prove any dishonesty by mc^ If you know 
that any can do it, I pray you bring them forth.' Then he 
went away and said he would entitle somewhat of my 
meaning ; so he wrote a great circumstance, but what it was 
I have not all in my memory, for he would not suffer me to 
have a copy thereof. Only I do remember this portion of 
it.—" 

She then recapitulates what she remembered of this paper, 
which was a full declaration of belief in transubstantiation, 
and the reception of the doctrine that whetlicr the officiating 
minister be a good or bad man, all the sacraments of the 
old Catholic Church are holy and regenerating to the 
recipient. 

** He read it to me, and asked me if I did agree to it, and 
I said again, * I believe so much thereof as the Holy Serii>- 
ture doth agree unto ; wherefore I desire you that ye add 
that, thereunto.' Then he answered that I should not teach 
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him what he should write. With that he went forth into 
his great chamber and read the bill before the audience, 
who willed me to set to my hand, saying I had favour shown 
me. The bishop said I might thank others an 1 not myself 
for the favour I had found at his hand, for he considered^ 
he said, tbat I had good friends, and that I came of a 
worshipful stock. Then he took me the writing to set 
thereto my hand, and I wrote after this manner — * I, Anne 
Askew, do believe all manner of things contained in the 
faith of the Catholic Church.' 

''Because I did add unto it the Catholic Church the 
bishop flung into his chamber in a great Any. With that 
my cousin Brittayne followed, desiring him for God's sake 
to be good unto me. He answered that I was a woman, 
and that he was nothinor deceived in me. Then mv cousin 
Brittayne desired him to take me as a woman, and not to 
set my weak woman's wit to his lordship's great wisdom. 

This cousin Brittayne and some others who were present, 
at length appeased the bishop, and in a few days he took 
Brittayne 's security, and that of another gentleman, " Mas- 
ter Spilman, of Gray's Inn," and sulTered the prisoner to 
go out on bail. 

After this a year passed over, during which time Gard- 
iner, bishop of Winchester, Bonner, bishop of London, and 
others of their stamp, were watching with much apprehen- 
sion the decided interest Queen Catherine Parr took in the 
Protestant reformation. The grandeur of the hierarchy, 
the personal consequence and the revenues of the clergy, 
seemed in greater danger than ever. They determined that 
a stop should be put to the spirit of religious enquiry, 
manifesting itself among the people, and to the discussions 
about church government and principles. They sorely 
repented that they had sanctioned the introduction of the 
Enc^lish Bible into the cathedral churches for the use of 
the reading public ; and they thought that if they could 
only get the Queen out of the way, they might induce the 
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King to have the cathedral Bibles withdrawn, and succeed 
in turning the tide of royal favour in the direction they 
would point out. They dreaded so much her clear head, 
her prudence, and her influence over her capricious husband, 
that nothing short of her destruction would satisfy them. 
But they must needs begin cautiously, and cunningly hide 
the end in view. 

Under these circumstances the bishops again turned their 
attention to Anne Askew, whom they represented as a victim 
of Bible reading. They knew that she was much favoured 
by the Queen and her friends — might the}*" not get some- 
thing out of her that would implicate the ladies of tho 
court, perhaps even Queen Catherine herself? They deter- 
mined to try ; and Wriothesley, the Lord Chancellor, who 
was as anxious to get rid of the Queen as the bishops were, 
went into the horrid plot with his characteristic artful 
cruelty. 

Again, Anne Askew, whom Fuller says was a young lady 
'^distinguished for wit, beauty, learning, and religion," was 
seized and imprisoned. Nevertheless, her heart did not 
sink, for it was anchored on the Rock of Ages. Bishop 
Bale has preserved a hymn which she composed and sang 
when she was imprisoned in Newgate. From it the following 
stanzas are extracted : — 

'* Like as the armed knyght, 

Appoynted to the field, 
With thys world will I fyght. 

And faythe shall be my shielde. 

** Faytho is that weapon strongo 

Which will not faylc at ueedo ; 
My foes therefore amongo 

Therewith wyll I proc^de. 

" Faythe in the fathers oldo 

Obtayued rigbteoysenesH, 
Which makes mo verye bolde, 

To feare no worlde's distresso. 
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"I now rejoice in hart, 

And hope byds me do so ; 
For Christ wyll take my part, 

And ease mo of my wo. 

"Thou sayst, Lorde, whoso knocko, 

To them wilt thou attendc ; 
Undo therefor the locke, 

And Thy strong power sende. 

" On Thee my care I cast, 

For all their cruel spyght ; 
I set not by their hast, 

For Thou art my delyght. 

** I am not shee that lyst 

My anker to lete fall 
For evcrye dryslyng myst, 

My shippers substanciall." 

Tbe victim seems to have well understood the characters 
of the two bishops and of the Lord Chancellor, who were 
banded together in the proceedings against her ; and she 
evidently expected neither truth nor justice from them. 
Again she writes to her friend : — 

" The sum of my examinations before the Kings's Council 
at Greenwich: 

" Your request concerning my prison-fellows I am not 
able to satisfy, because I heard not their examinations. 
But mine was this : I, being before the Council, was asked 
of Master Kyme. I answered, that my Lord Chancellor 
knew already my mind in that matter. They with that 
answer were not contented, but said it was the King's 
pleasure that I should open the matter to them. I answered 
them plainly that I would not do so, but, if it were the 
King's pleasure to hear me, I would show him the truth. 
They said it was not meet for the King to be troubled with 
me. I answered, that Solomon was reckoned the wisest 
king that ever lived, yet misliked he not to hoar two poor 
common women — much more his grace, his simple, faithful 
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sabjcct. So, in conclosion, I made them none other answer 
in that matter." 

The above allusion is evidently to her husband. With 
true womanly propriety she positively refused to open her 
domestic trials before them. She had already told the 
Chancellor her position respecting " Master Kyme," but 
she did not wish to make a public exhibition of his conduct. 
Thus she continues : — 

"Then my Lord Chancellor asked my opinion of the 
Sacrament. My answer was this : ' I believe that so oft as 
I in a Christian congregation do receive the bread in 
remembrance of Christ's death and with thanksgiving, ac- 
cording to His holy institution, I receive therewith the fruits 
also of His most glorious passion.' The Bishop of Win- 
chester bade me make a direct answer. ^ If I show the 
open truth,' quoth I, ' ye will not accept it.' Then he said 
I was a parrot. I told him again I was ready to suffer all 
things at his hands — not only his rebukes, but all that 
should follow besides. 

" I had divers rebukes of the Council because I would 
not express my mind in all things a^ they would have me. 
But they were not in the meantime unanswered, for all that 
. — which now to rehearse were too much, for I was with 
them there about five hours. Then the clerk of the Council 
convej'ed me from thence to my Lady Garnish. The next 
day I was brought again before the Council. Then would 
they nee:ls knows of me what I said to the Sacrament. 
I answered, that I already had said what I could say. Then 
came my Lord Lisle, my Lord Essex, and the Bishop of 
Winchester, requiring me earnestly that I should confess 
the Sacrament to be flesh, blood, and bone. I said to my 
Lord Parre and my Lord Lisle that it was a great shame 
for them to counsel contrary to their knowledge. The 
Bishop (Gardiner of Winchester) said he would speak with 
me familiarly. I said, so did 'Judas when he betrayed 
Christ. Then desired the Bishop to speak with me 
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alone. But I refused. lie asked me why. I said that 
iu the mouth of two or three witnesses every matter should 
stand, after Christ's and Paul's doctrine. Then the Lord 
Chancellor began again to examine me of the Sacrament. 
I asked him, how long he wouhl halt on both sides. He 
needs would know where I found that. I said in the 
Scriptures. Then the bishop said 1 should be burned. I 
answered, that I had searched all tlu^ Scriptures, yet could 
I never find that either Christ or His apostles put any 
creature to death. 

" Then came Master Paget to me with many glorious 
words and desired me to speak my mind unto him. I might, 
he said, deny it again if need were. I said I would not 
deny the truth. He asked me how I could avoid the very 
words of Christ — * Take, eat, this is My body which shall 
be broken for you?' I answered, that Christ's meaning 
was there, as in these other places uf Scripture — * I am the 
door '— ' Behold the Lamb of God ' — t!ie ruck — the stone — 
only figured by these things. Ye may not here, said I, take 
Christ for the material thing that He is signified by; for 
these would make Him in that way a very door, a vine, a 
lamb, a stone, clean contrary to the Holy Ghost's meaning. 
All these do but signify Christ — like as the bread duth 
signify His body in that place. And though He did say 
there, 'Take, eat this in renienjbrance of Me,' yet He did 
not bid them hang up the bread in a box, and make it a 
god to bow to it. 

** Then they made me a bill of the Sacrament, willing me 
to bet my hand thereunto ; but I would not. On Sunday 
I was sore siqk, thinking no less than to die — therefore I 
desired to speak with Master Latimer, but it would not be. 
I was sent to Newgate in my extremity of sickness, for in 
all my life afore I was never in such pain. The Lord 
sti'engthen you in the truth — pray — pray — pray." 

The declaration of Bishop Gardiner before the Council 
of Greenwich to Anne Askew, that she should be burned, 
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intimated her final doom unless she would recant and give 
information about others. They still hoped that, as the 
time for her painful death approached, she would shrink 
from it in a moment of weakness and terror. Therefore 
another opportunity was afforded her. In tills instance, as 
in the former, she had no one to plead her cause, and no 
jury to decide her case. On this occasion there were also 
condemned three men, similarly accused of refusing to sub- 
scribe to the doctrine of transubstantiation. One of these 
was John Lacels, her former tutor ; another had been a 
Romish priest ; and the third was a poor artisan. Her own 
account of what passed is as follows : — 

" The sum of the condemnation of me, Anne AskeWj at the 
Ouildhall: — 

" They said to me there that I was a heretic, and con- 
demned by the law, if I would stand in my opinion. I 
answered that I was no heretic, neither yet deserved I death 
by the law of God. But as concerning the faith which 1 
uttered and wrote to the Council, I would not, I said, 
deny it, because I knew it true. Then would they needs 
know if I would deny the Sacrament to be Christ's body 
nnd blood. I said, yea; for the same Son of God that 
was born of the Virgin Mary is now glorious in Heaven, 
and will come again from thence at the lat'er day liivc 
as He went up. And r.s for that ye call your god, it 
is a piece of bread. For more proof thereof, mark it when 
you list, let it but lie in the box thiee months, and it will 
be mouldy, and so turn to nothing that is good. Where- 
upon I am persuaded that it cannot be God. 

" After that they willed me to have a priest ; r.nd then I 
smiled. Then they asked me if it were not good. 1 said 
I would confess my faults unto God, for I was sure that lie 
would hear me with favour. And so we were condemned 
without a quest. ^' 

After her condemnation, she wrote the following littor 
to the King : — 
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" My faith, briefly written to the King's Grace. 

" I, Anne Askew, of good memory, although God hath 
given me the bread of adversity and the water of trouble, 
yet not so much as my sins have deserved, desire this to 
be known to your Grace, that forasmuch as I am by the 
law condemned for an evil-doer, here I take heaven and 
e.irth to record, that I shall die in my innocency, and ac- 
cording to that I have said first, and will say last, I utterly 
abhor and detest all heresies. As concerning the Supper 
of the Lord, I believe so much as Christ hath said therein, 
which He confirmed with His most blessed blood. I believe 
also so much as He willed me to follow, and believe so 
much as the Catholic Church of Him doth teach : for I will 
not forsake the commandment of His holy lips. But look, 
what God hath charged me with His mouth, that have I 
shut up in my heart. And thus briefly I end for lack of 
learning. 

" Anne Askew." 

This letter was entrusted to the Lord Chancellor for 
presentation to the King. If it reached his hand, it was 
unavailing. But the sustaining faith and cheerfulness of 
the devoted Christian, who thus appealed to him, was such 
as nothing human could have imparted. So also the spirit 
of forgiveness which she manifested. Her feelings are 
expressively pourtrayed in the following stanzas, composed 
about this time in Newgate : — 

"Not ofb used I to wryght 
In prose nor yet in ryme, 
Yet will I shewe one syght 
That I saw in my tyme. 

"I saw a ryall trone, 

Where justyce sliold have sytt, 
But in her stede was one 
Of modye cruell wytt. 
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'' Absorbt was rightwysnesse. 
As of the ragynge floude, 
Sathan, in hys excesse, 
Sucte up the gyltelesi^e bloude. 

**Then, thouglit I, Jesus Lorde, 
When Ti;ou shalt judge us all, 
Harde is it to recorde 
On these men what wyll falL 

"Yet, Lorde, I Theo desyre, 
For that they do to me, 
Let them not taste the hyre 
Of their inyquyty." 

When Wriothesley and Gardiner failed to frighten their 
victim into recantation by the threat of the stake, or by 
cross-questioning her, to lead her unconsciously to impli- 
cate others, they determined on trying the rack. They 
thought that prolonged agony might extort revelations 
which might bear on the Queen ^s household, or on the 
Queen herself. Her account of the proceedings shows that 
her previous means of maintenance had been cut off after 
her last imprisonment. 

" The effect of my examination and handling since my 
departure from Newgate: — 

" On Tuesday I was sent from Newgate to the sign of 
the Crown, where Master Rich and the bishop of London, 
with all their power and flattering words, went about to 
persuade me from God ; but I did not esteem their glosing 
pretences. 

'^ Then came there to me Nicholas Shaxton, and counselled 
me to recant as he had done. I said to him that it had 
been good for him never to have been born, with many 
other like words. Then Master Rich sent me to the Tower, 
where I remained till three o'clock. Rich and one of the 
council charged me upon my obedience, to show them if I 
knew any man or woman of my sect. My answer was that 
I knew none. Then they asked me of my lady Suffolk, my 
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lady of Hertford, my lady Denny, and my lady Fitzwilliam, 
to which I answered if I should pronounce anything against 
them, that I were not able to prove it. Then said they 
unto me, that the King was informed that I could name, if 
I would, a great number of my sect. I answered that the 
King was as well deceived in that behalf as dissembled 
with in other matters. 

" Tliey commanded me to show how I was maintained 
in the Compter, and who willed me to stick to my opinions. 
I said there was no creature that therein did strengthen 
me, and, as for the help I had in the Compter, it was by 
means of my maid. For as she went abroad in the streets, 
she made moan to the 'prentice:^, and the}', by her, did send 
me mone}', but who they were I never knew. 

'* Then the}' said that there were divers gentlewomen that 
gave me money ; but I knew not their names. And they 
said there were divert ladies that sent me money. I an- 
swered that there was a man in a blue coat who delivered 
me ten shillings, and said that my lady Hertford sent it to 
me ; and another in a violet coat gave me eight shillings, 
iind said my lady Denny sent it to me ; whether it were 
true or not I cannot tell, for I am not sure who sent it to 
me, but as the maid did sa}-. They said there were of the 
council that did maintain me, and I said no. 

** Then they put me on the rack, because I confessed no 
ladies or gentlewomen to be of my opinion, and thereupon 
they kept me a long while ; and because I la}' still, and did 
not cry, my Lord Chancellor and Master Rich took pains 
to rack me with their own hands, till I was nigh dead. 
The lieutenant caused me to be loosed from the rack. In- 
continently I swooned, but they recovered me again. 

" After that I sat two long hours reasoning with my Lord 
Chancellor, upon the bare floor; where he, with many 
flattering words, persuaded me to leave my opinions. But 
the Lord my God (I thank His everlasting goodness), gave 
me grace to persevere, and will do, I hope, to the very end. 
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" Then I was brought to a house nnd laid in a bed, with 
as weary and painful bones as ever had patient Job; I 
thank my Lord God, Iherelore. Then my Lord Chancellor 
sent me word, if I would leave my opinions, I should want 
nothing, but if I would not, I should forthwith again to 
Newgate and so be burned. I sent him word that I would 
rather die than break my faith. 

" Thus, Lord, open the eyes of their blind hearts that the 
truth may take place. 

** Farewell, dear friend ; and pray, pray, pray." 

The account given by Foxe of the prisoner's cruel treat- 
ment in the Tower, adds a few particulars not stated above. 
He says : " First she was let down into a dungeon where 
Sir Anthony Knevet, I he lieutenant, commanded his jailor 
to pinch her with the rack. Which being done as much as 
he thought sufficient, he went about to take her down, sui> 
posing that he had done enough. But Wriotheslc}', the 
Chancellor, not contented that she was loosed so soon, 
confessing nothing, commanded the lieutenant to strain 
her again; which because he denied to do, tendering the 
weakness of the woman, he was threatened therefore griev- 
ously of the said Wriothesle^', saying that he would signify 
his disobedience to the King. And so consequently upon 
the same he and Master Rich, throwing olf their gowns, 
would need play the tormentors themselves. Quielly and 
patiently, praying unto the Lord, she abode their tyranny 
till her bones and joints were almost plucked asunder in 
such sort as she was carriecl away in a chair. When the 
racking was past, Wriothesley and his fellow took their 
horses towards the com t. 

" In the meantime while they were making their way by 
land, the good lientennnt, eftsoon taking boat, sped him to 
the court in all haste, to speak with the King before the 
others, find so did ; making his humble suit to the King he 
desired his pardon, and showed him the whole matter as it 
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stood, of the racking of Mistress Askew, and how he was 
threatened by the Lord Chancellor because, not knowing 
his Highness' pleasure, he refused to rack her, which he for 
compassion could not find in his heart to do, and therefore 
humbly craved his Highness 'pardon. Which when the King 
had understood, he seemed not very well to like of their so 
extreme handling of the woman, and also granted to the 
lieutenant his pardon, willing him to return and see his 
charge. Great expectation was in the mean season among 
the warders and other officers of the Tower, -waiting for his 
return ; whom when they saw coming so cheerfully, declaring 
unto them how he had sped with the King, they were not 
a little joyous, and gave thanks to God therefore." When 
they heard ilie particulars of Sir Anthony Knevet's inter- 
view with the King, it appears they expected he would 
grant the poor tortured victim a free pardon, without any 
more punishment being inflicted. In that expectation they 
were utterly mistaken. 

The report of Mrs. Askew having been placed on the rack 
after condemnation, soon became public, and was received 
with such ill-suppressed indignation, that the bishops and 
the Chancellor became alarmed. Therefore they put into 
print the declaration that had been presented to Ann Askew 
for her signature, during her first imprisonment, which they 
declared she had signed ; and they said they had only 
placed her on the rack a little while now, to frighten her 
into a similar course in order to save her life again. On 
hearing this her friend John Lacels,also under sentence of 
condemnation, wrote to her, and she answered thus : — 

AtfNE Askew to John Lacels. 

" Oh friend, most dearly-beloved in God, I marvel not a 
little what should move you to judge in me so slender a 
faith as to fear death, which is the end of all misery. In 
the Lord I desire you not to believe of me such wicked- 
ness ; for I doubt it not, God will x>erform His work in me 
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like as He hath begun. I understand the Council is not a 
little displeased that it should be reported abroad that I 
was racked in the Tower. They say now that what they 
did there was but to fear me ; whereby I perceive they are 
ashamed of their uncomely doings, and fear much least the 
King's majesty should have information thereof. Where- 
fore they would no man to noise it. Well I their cruelty, 
God forgive them I 

" Your heart in Christ Jesus, 

" Farewell, and pray." 

The public she also informed by the following letter : — 
'^ Answer of Anne Askew against the false surmises of 
her recantation. 

" I have read the process which is reported to be my 
recantation. But, as the Lord livcth, I never meant a 
thing leiss than to recant. Notwithstanding this, I confess 
that in my first trouble I was examined of the Bishop of 
London about the Sacrament, yet they had no grant of my 
mouth but this : that I believe therein as the Word of God 
did bind me to believe. More had they never of me. 
Then he made a copy, which is now in print, and required 
me to set thereunto my hand ; but I refused it. At last I 
wrote — ^ I, Anne Askew, do believe this, if God's Word do 
agree to the same, and the true Catholic Church.' Then 
the Bishop, being in great displeasure with me because I 
made doubts in my writing, commanded me to prison again, 
where I was awhile, but afterwards, by means of friends, I 
came out again. Here is the truth of that matter. And 
concerning the thing that ye covet most to know, resort 
to John vi., and be ruled always thereby. 

" Thus fare ye well, quoth 

"Anne Askew." 

She again, in full terms, wrote a confession of her faith 
before the hour arrived when she was conducted to the 
Utabd ; but as the substance of that confession has over and 
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over been enunciated in other declarations quoted, I do not 
insert it. She also wrote a prayer, which is as follows : — 

*' Lord I I have more enemies now than there be hairs 
on my head : yet, Lord, let them never overcome me with 
vain words, but fight them. Lord, in my stead ; for on Thee 
cast I my care. With all the spite they can imagine, they 
fall upon me, who am Thy poor creature. Yet, sweet Lord, 
let me not set by them that are ajainst me ; for in Tiice is 
my delight. And, Lord, I heartily desire of Thee, that Tliou 
wilt, of Th}*- most merciful goodness, forgive them that 
violence which they do, and have done, unto me. Open also 
Thou their blind hearts, that they may hereafter do that 
thing in Thy sight, which is only acceptable before Thee, 
and to set forth Thy verity aright, without all vain fantasies 
of sinful men. So be it, Lord I so be it. 

*' By me, Anne Askew.'' 

A sense of the Lord's presence and heavenly comfort 
filled her heart to an extent that totally banished fear, as 
the day and the hour approached when the flames were to 
destroy her earthl}' tabernacle. *' I saw her," said Mr. 
Loud, tutor to Sir Richard Southwell, '* and must needs 
confess of Mrs. Askew, now departed to the Lord, that the 
day afore her execution, and the same day also, she had on 
an angel's countenance, and a smiling face ; though, when 
the hour of darkness came, she was so racked that she could 
not stand, but was holden up between two Serjeants.'' 

The time chosen for the close of the tragedy was evening, 
so that the scene, as night approached, sliould become more 
terrific. We shall give, in the words of Foxe the martyrolo- 
gist, the last details. He says : — ^" Now it remaineth that 
we touch somewhat concerning the end and mart^^rdom ot 
this good woman. She being bom of such stock and 
kindred, that she might have lived in great wealth and 
prosperity', if she would rather have followed the world than 
Christ, had been so tormented that she could neither live 
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lorg in SO great distress, neither 3'ct be suffered by her 
adversaries to die ia secret. The day of her execution being 
appointed, she was brought into Smithfield in a chair 
because she could not go on her feet When she was 
brought unto the stake, she was tied by the middle with a 
chain that held up her body. When all things were thus 
prepared, Dr. Shaxton, who was appointed to preach, began 
his sermon. Anne Askew, hearing and answering unto him 
where he said well, confirming the same; where he said 
amiss, ^ There,' said she,* he speaketh contrary to the Book.' 

" The sermon being finished, the martyrs standing there, 
tied at three several stakes, read}* to their martyrdom, began 
their prayers. The multitude of the people was exceeding 
— the place where thoy stood being railed to keep out the 
pi'ess. Upon the bench under St. Bartholomew's Church 
sat Wriothesiey, Chancellor of England, the old Duke of 
Norfolk, the old Earl of Bedford, the Lord Mayor, with 
divers others. Before the firo should be set unto them, one 
of the bench, hearing that they had gunpowder about them, 
and being alarmed lest the faggots by strength of the 
powder would come flying about their cars, began to be 
afraid. But the Earl of Bedford declared unto him how 
the gunpowder was not laid under the faggots, but only 
about their bodies, to rid them quickly of their pain ; so 
diminished that fear. 

" Then Wriothesiey, the Lord Chancellor, sent to Anne 
Askew letters offering her the King's pardon if she would 
recant ; refusing to look upon them, she made this answer, 
* I came not hither to deny my Lord and Master.' Then 
were the letters likewise offered unto the others, who in 
like manner following the constancy of the woman, denied 
not only to receive them, but also to look upon them. 
Whereupon the Lord Mayor, commanding fire to be put 
unto them, cried with a loud voice, ' Fiat justitia.' And 
thus died the good Anne Askew, with these blessed martyrs ; 
being compassed in with flames of fire, she slept in the 
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Lord, leaving behind a singular example of Christian con- 
stancy for all men to follow." 

Anne Askew 's martyrdom occurred on the 26th of July, 
1546, in the twenty-fifth year of her age. Her tutor, John 
Lacels, was one of the three men who suffered at the same 
time. Foxe says : — " It happened well for them that they 
died together with Mrs. Askew ; for albeit that of themselves 
they were strong and stout men, yet through the exhortation 
and example of her, being emboldened, they received the 
greater comfort in that painful kind of death. Beholding 
her invincible constancy, and being stirred up through her 
persuasions, they did set apart all kind of fear." 



CHAPTER III. 

OiiiGiN AND Developments op QrAKERiSM — Its Inplttencb on 
National Laws — Moral and Helioiouh Results. 

In the century that elapsed between the martyrdom of 
Anne Askew and the bitter persecution of the Quakers, in 
which her Swarthmoor descendants were so much involved, 
some advancement had been made in the public mind of 
England, respecting civil and religious liberty. The author- 
ities, ecclesiastical and civil, had lost all claim and legal 
power to condemn any persons to death for the religious or 
irreligious opinions they held. This was a great stride 
from the time when the Eelsey martyr and her companions 
at the stake were condemned without a jury, the King con- 
firming the proceeding. Yet there still remained so much 
of darkness and ignorance of the principles that should 
regulate hu^an rights, that some further great event 
seemed necessary to facilitate their development. 

That political earthquake, the English revolution, which 
in the early half of the seventeenth century shook the estalv 
lished order of things in Church and State to the very centre. 
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had its mission in that development. It brought in its train 
both evil and good. The spirit of war and party strife 
seemed to spread everywhere. When these had brought 
forth their natural fruits, and man}'' serious minds were 
looking around in dismay on the moral devastation ever 
wrought by such agencies, the standard of truth, and peace, 
and Christian love was unexpectedly raised in their midst. 
It was raised by a band of dauntless reformers, who 
denounced all war as anti-christian. These were the 
" Friends of Truth" as they called themselves, or, as the 
people first named them, the " Children of Light," but 
eventually the popular voice exchanged this beautiful name 
for that of" Quakers."* 

During these boisterous times, the British Protestant 
people formed three great sections, partly political, partly 
religious, each proclaiming the faults of the others, and 
demanding tlie reformation of such abuses as were not 
near or dear to itself. They had one common point of 
union— hatred to popery — but were divided on other points 
of religion and government. Soon, from hating the 
Papists, they began to hate one another. It is evident 
that each party required chastening, and each in its turn 
was chastened ; its own extravagance naturally led to this. 
High profession of religious faith, and strict ritual obser- 

• The name "Children of Light*' was given them because they 
so often called on their hearers, in the words of the Apostle Paul, 
to "walk as children of light," and to bring all their actions and 
plans to the light of truth, in allusion to the words of the Lord 
Jesus : — "Hethatdocth truth cometh ti the light that his deeds 
may be m ide manifest that they are wrought in God. ' ' And again : — 
"While ye have light, believe in the light that ye may bo the 
children of light, ' ' &c., &c. The name * * Quaker, ' ' which eventually 
superseded the former, was first given them in derision by Justice 
Bennet, of Derby, in 1650, when George Fox t )ld him he should 
"tremble at the word of the Lord." Bennct, jestingly playing on 
the word tremble, applied to him the term quaker, and giving cur- 
rency to St, the people took it up. 



30 THE FELLS OF SWARTIIMOOR HALL, 

vances,wcre to be found in each of the three sections; Imt 
what (lid thi'V avail in restraining human passions, when 
the ^'charity that sufTereth long and is kind " was swamped 
by party strife I* The practical Christianity of the nation 
was imperiled to the utmost by bitter animosity and the 
spirit of revenge. Neither the Episcopalians, the Inde- 
pendents, nor Presbyterians, were men of peace. Each of 
their Churches, where it had power, persecuted the other 
fbr not conforming to its religious rites. Hence, though 
absolute martyrdom was nominally excluded, persecution 
became the order of the day, religious toleration was 
unknown. 

At that crisis the Friends came boldly forward as thoy 
believed at the call of their divine Lord, publicly to advo- 
cate the groat Gospel principles, which weie obscured by 
the violence of human passions then agitating all the 
Churches and the government of the nation. They not 
only preached complete religious toleration, but the utter 
irreconcilability of war with Christianity. They main- 
tained that it should be the chief aim of all who claimed 
to be disciples of the Lord Jesus, to seek truly to under- 
stand and to obey His commands on every point. They 
declared that liberty to worship God according to the 
dictates of the conscience and the religious feelings, was 
the inherent right of every mind, so far as it did not inter- 
fere with the personal rights of others. Doctrinally they 
held that regeneration, which alone can enable man to live 
in unison with the commandments of his Lord, is produced 
by spiritual baptism— the baptism of the Holy Ghost. 
That this spiritual baptism is synonymous with what is 
implied by the figurative expression, " Born again/' without 
which, the Saviour declares, "A man cannot see the king- 
dom of God." That he who exi)erience8 this saving baj)- 
tism will manifest a change in the feelings of his heart, 
and in the conduct of his life. No other baptism could 
they realize. That by the regenerated Christian, love. 
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peaco, and holiness will be sought after, cherished, r.nd 
strengtliened, till ultimately they will take the place of 
bitterness, war, and persecution. They held that the 
rightly qualified Gospel preacher must be sensible of a 
call to the work by Chiist the Great High Priest, and 
endowed by Him with a measure of the Holy Spirit that 
would guide him in his ministry. They abjured all assump- 
tion of a human priesthood being warranted under the 
Christian dispensation, and with that they rejected all 
right to claim tithe from the people lor the support of a 
priesthood. 

The above doctrines were set forth, not only with the 
religious energy common to the age, but they were preached 
and enunciated by George Fox and his coadjutors, under 
the deepest conviction that the Lord had sent them forth 
as messengers for the further reformation and more 
thorough conversion of the nations. The Friends believed 
in their inmost souls that whether life or death, liberty or 
imprisonment, were their own portion, these Gospel prin- 
ciples would live and f-pread, till they had obtained posses- 
sion of all the earth ; and they held themselves prepared to 
stait on religious missions to any or every quarter of the 
world for their propagation. Absorbed in and strength- 
en( <1 by such convictions, they seemed to lose all fear of 
man, and only to think of obedience to the Lord Jesus, 
and watching for the pointings df the Holy Spirit mani- 
fested in their souls. Thus they went forth on their great 
mission, to preach to all nations as the Spirit gave them 
utterance. France, Belgium, Holland, Germany, Italy, 
Venice, Turkey, Egypt, the West Indies, and North 
America, heard the voices of these Quaker preachers 
within the lifetime of George Fox. At home they were 
to be seen traversing their native land on all sides, 
addressing the people in the market-places, in the open 
fields, by the waysides, and in the churches and chapels 
after appointed service had closed. Thus were they 
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engaged, in season and ont of season, advocating the 
spirituality of the Gospel of Christ, and practical Christi- 
anity in contrast to the prevalent ritualism and an inoper- 
ative faith. 

Many of them were comparatively uneducated men, and 
it is easy to understand how uncomfortable such preaching 
as theirs would be to all who could not sympathise with 
the doctrines they so uncompromisingly maintained. As 
they denounced much that prevailed in the three great 
religious sections, they had, of course, numerous enemies 
in them all. But scattered among the multitude were 
others who responded with joy and gladness to the spirit- 
uality, the purity, the unswerving truthfulness, and the 
Christian love, that their lives and their preaching mani- 
fested. With all the earnestness conferred by recently- 
awakened spiritual perceptions, many of these converts 
gave up bright worldly prospects to devote their time, 
and talents, to a reformation which tht^y believed was to 
quicken religious life, and purify the morals of the world. 
From a small number they soon became a great host. In 
such an earnest multitude, of course there were some 
fanatics ; but their extravagances, though occasionally 
flashing out, were disapproved of, and eventually were 
toned down bv their more soberminded brethren. 

Among the clergy of each party there were a few who 
resigned their livings, and with all sincerity and devoted- 
ncss joined the Friends. But generally, and very 
naturally, they who pleaded for apostolic succession, for 
the regenerating efficacy of water baptism, or for a human 
Christian pries' hood, claiming as a Divinely-conferred 
right tithes to sustain it, were greatly incensed to see the 
boldness with which such claims were withstood as anti- 
christian. Hence, when they could not preach down " the 
Children of Light," they sought occasions for starting an 
unrelenting persecution against them in the law-courts. 
A severe law had been enacted against blasphemy some 
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time before the Friends arose, which assigned imprison- 
ment, flogging, and other mutilations, as its punishments. 
It was, therefore, of blasphemy these Reformers were 
accused ; and, strange to sa}^ under tlio pretence of blas- 
phemy, great numbers of these devoted men and women 
at first were imprisoned and flogged. But soon their 
persecutors discovered another and a more palpable point 
of attack in connexion with the oath of allegiance. 

The Friends, as before stated, having declared for obe- 
dience in all things to the precepts of the Saviour, and to 
the spirit of His teaching, solemnly took their stand on the 
commandment of the Lord, " Swear not at all." Unflinch- 
ingly they preached up the Gospel doctrine — truth in all 
things J but no swearing. They main t:\ined that no room is 
left for other reasoning than that God must be obe3'ed 
rather than man. " Above all things, my brethren, swear 
not at all ; neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither 
by any other oath ; but let your 3'ea be 3'ea, and your nay 
nay." Thus the apostle taught in conformity with the 
command of his Lord, and thus the Friends acted. This 
religious scruple against swearing, ultimately became the 
chief means used to secure their imprisonment. Nothing 
else was found so effectual through which to punish and 
incarcerate them, as an accusation of doubtful loyalty 
before a mi gist rate, and then getting the oaths of allegiance 
and supremacy tendered. On declining to swear, they 
were, according to law, i)resumed to be dislo^'al, and were 
hence often condemned to be imprisoned for life, and to 
have all their worldly possessions forfeited. Thousands of 
the Quakers whose loyalty was never really doubted, were 
thus deprived of their property on a ([uibbling construction 
of kiw, and cast into the abominable jails of the country, 
where the lives of great numbers were sacrificed to the 
pestilential atmosphere of those miserable dens. These 
Quaker persecutions extended, more or less, over a period 
of forty years, during which time 3G9 died in the prisons 
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of Groat Britain, beside the iniiltitudes whose lives were 
cut short I)}' imprisonment, though not actually' dying 
there. 

As it often happened that Quaker imprisonments were 
preceded by prolonged defence in open Court, the discus- 
sion of the points at issue gave opportunity to tlie accused 
for explaining the principles on which they acted. It was 
but seldom that they employed counsel to plead for them, 
usually preferring in Court to defend their own cause in 
their own way. It is evident, however, that tliey must 
often have had legal advisers whom they consulted pri- 
vately ; for they weic systematically in Ihe habit of taking 
legal cxceplion to every important point that appeared 
exceptionable in the proceedings, ^'othing was allowed 
to pass unargued that had not law to sustain it ; and when 
the law was an unjust one, or where its original meaning 
was perverted to serve a wrong purpose, it was exhibited 
in its real colours. That continued exposure of unjust and 
oppressive laws, and of unjust administration, had its 
influence in awakening the best portion of the public mind 
to a consciousness of the necessity that existed for their 
abolition, or for securing their improvement and right 
administration. Of course such public trials tended to 
make the principles of the " Friends of Truth " all the 
better known. Thus was their faithfulness to Christian 
conscience in holding to the commands of their Saviour, 
made through legal and illegal persecution all the more 
conspicuous. Therefore, so long as such persecutions 
lasted, the Friends^ as a peoj le, continued to increase 
throughout the three kingdoms ; but especially in England. 
Earnest, resolute, conscientious men and women came from 
every point of the compass to share their persecutions for 
*' The Ti-nth," and to sustain their ranks. From amid the 
clergy, from the nobility and gentry, from the learned pro- 
fessions, from the Cromwellian oflicers, and ulso from the 
royalists; from the common soldiers, from the artizan 
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classes, and from the English jeomanrj — they gathered 
around that standard erected by the Friends to tlie spiritu- 
ality of Divine worsiip and obedience to Christ in all 
things. On such ground they all met aa friends and 
brethren who loved, cherished, and aided one another to 
the utmost. During that first half-century of their existence, 
the Quakers present such an example of a conscientiously 
peaceful and patient, yet bold, persevering, and unconquer- 
able body of persecuted reformers, as has had no parallel 
since the early ages of the Christian Church. Their suf- 
ferings were great, but so were their consolations. 

Quaker ideas of just legislation wherein the precepts of 
the Lord Jesus form the great basis of national law, were 
practically exemplified in the government of New Jersey 
and Pennsylvania, whilst these provinces were owned, 
legislated for, and ruled by the Friends. Uow much a 
right comprehension of the principles of civil and religious 
liberty in England was promoted by their practical exem- 
plification in these Transatlantic colonies, and also by th^ 
opposition which at home unjust and intolerant laws 
encountered from the Society of Friends, has never been 
duly estimated by the British public. The English nation 
is not aware how much it owes to the Quakers of the 
seventeenth century, for some of the acknowledged rights, 
that are now the glory and the pride of the nation. This 
may, perhaps, be accounted for by the fact, that of all 
people in Christendom the Friends, as a body, have been 
most backward in claiming honour from the world for 
anything of that kind. If it comes to them spontaneously, 
they recognize its truthfulness, but do not seek for it. 
Their accustomed view has been — **Our ancestors were but 
instruments in the hand of God. They were guided by the 
Spirit of Truth in those pleadings, and in that legislation, 
in as far as it was good ; therefore the glory is the Lord's, 
not ours." The philanthropic operations of the Friends in 
the present day are regarded by the religious part of tlwi 
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Society in the same way. They are constrained ? y the 
precepts of their Divine Lord, and by the love with which 
lie has filled their hearts, to aid the suffering poor, to visit 
and instruct the imprisoned culprit, to teach the ignorant, 
to strive to nndo the heavy burdens, and let the oppressed 
go free ; thus using in their Master's service the talents 
committed to them by Him. But to claim honour from 
men for so doing, they conceive would be taking to them- 
selves what belongs to their Ileavenly Father, whose love 
constrains them, and whose commands they should strive to 
carry out. That is the prevailing utterance of the religious 
part of the Quaker mind ; and most fully does the writer, in 
principle and in heart, go with that feeling. Nevertheless, 
it has its danger in another direction — they may be silent, 
and therefore misunderstood bv the world. Modern Friends 
may often have contented themselves with quiet philan- 
thropic action, without sufficiently holding np before the 
world the Christian p7'inciple v>'\i\ch produces that action. 
It is not the glorification of the sect, nor of the individuals 
who compose the sect, that the writer would wish for. Far 
be it from an}^ of us to desire for the Society any position 
that would lead to self-exaltation, for that would be worse 
and worse ; but herein, as elsewhere, the grace of Gotl is 
sufficient to guard us if we look for it, and if we do not 
look for it we go astray on one side or the other. Who 
does not know that the love of public praisse, so inherent 
in our nature, often proves a most dangerous snare to the 
Christian, if it gets an undue hold of his heart? May tlie 
Lord preserve us from its perverting influenc^e, both inli- 
vidually and collectively I Without His aid and His bless- 
ing being prayerfully sought, we are liable to err on the 
right hand or on the left. But for the candle which the 
Lord has lighted, and which should give light to a great 
household, to be hidden under a bushel, would be contrary 
to our Saviour's teaching. 

It does not appear that the Quakers of the seventeenth 
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century contemplated any such circumstance as the estab- 
lishment of a sectarian costume, when tliey taught the 
necessity of avoiding the extreme changeabloness and ex- 
travagance of fashion. Their testimony whs to simplicity 
in dress, and a wise occupation of all our talents, witii the 
avoidance of what was calculated to foster vanity and pride. 
Yet, living so much apart from the great world as most of 
their descendants did, it is no matter of surprise that a 
peculiar costume crept in, and eventually established itself. 
In fact, a little world arose within their own pale, with its 
duties, its tastes, its refinements, and social habits, which 
harmonized with the Society's principles, and to which 
many of us are still closely attached ; but there are many 
others who do not regard the external peculiarities which 
have long marked the Friends as now truly representing 
the principles in which they formerly originated. Let us 
look a little further into that origin. 

'Sot only did the early Friends enforce by their own 
example truthfulness of spirit, but systematically and 
dauntlessly setting themselves to examine the prevalent 
language of their own times, including the original definition 
of titles of courtesy and compliment, they found before 
them a wide field for reformation in verbal truthfulness, on 
which they fearlessly entered. We must remember that 
two centuries ago in the current language of the English 
people, when an equal was addressing an equal, or in 
speaking to one of inferior rank, thee and thou were used, 
instead of, as at present, the plural pronoun you. But when 
addressing a i>erson of higher rank, the singular pronouns 
were entirely abandoned, and the plural you substituted, 
with a complimentary idea that the rich or great man 
embodied in his person a consequence equal to two or more 
ordinary individuals. This form of speech could in nowise 
be reconciled with the Friends' standard of strict truthful- 
ness. They argued that it was not only a false assumption, 
but that it originated in and fostered pride, and must, 
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therefore, be abandoned. Then the prevalent titles of 
courtesy and compliment, judged by the same verbal 
standard of derivation, were also condemned as untruthful. 
To legal bond fide titles no such objection was entertained, 
of course it was only to their assumption without right. 
Yet further — the names of the days of the week, and most 
of those of the months of the year, having been given in 
honour of Pagan deities, were likewise discarded, and the 
Scriptural nomenclature substituted. From all this process 
of verbal purification resulted that peculiar style of lan- 
guage and address that has for two hundred years distin- 
guished the Society of Friends. 

In the present day we all know that it is not usual to use 
thee and thou to the poor man any more than to the rich, 
and therefore the Friends* objection on that point, which 
rested on principle two centuries ago, may now have less 
ground to stand on. We are also aware that the meaning 
or idea intended to be conveyed, and likely to be deduced 
from the words used, is that by which we are really to 
judge the truthfulness of an address. Hence, verbal crit- 
icism, such as that exercised by the Friends, may be, and 
ma}' have been formerly, pushed to some extreme by minds 
religiously intent on testing ever\^ utterance by their stan- 
dard of truthfulness. Yet that professing Christians, as 
well as society at large, required a rebuke for flattery to the 
rich and great, and for insinccrit}' both in word and deed, 
and that the scrupulousness of the Friends, in all its sim- 
plicity, and its plain, deep truthfulness, was calculated to 
administer such rebuke — who can doubt? 

There was nothing which brought more abuse on those 
scrupulous reformers in the early years of the Society, 
than the idea they took up about uncovering the head 
being an avowal of worship. As an act indicating adora- 
tion they maintained it should only be i)ractised in their 
approaches to Deity. The uncovering of the head, and 
the bowing of the knee, they regarded as acts of worship 
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due to God, and to be reserved for Him alone. Nothing 
connected with external observances took a deeper hold of 
the Quaker mind than these scruples, and when once the 
views about these acts being nut merely indicative of 
respect but of adoration, had taken firm hold of their 
minds, we cannot wonder at the tenacity with which they 
refused to compl}'^ with the common practices. Contempt 
and abuse of all kinds were heaped on them for appearing 
before magistrates and judjies with their hats on. In vain 
they explained that they did not mean it disrespectfully, 
but that they held uncovering the head to be a mark of rev- 
erence due only to the Almighty. Many of them were from 
time to time hurried away and cast into prison fur con- 
tempt of court, without any other crime being proved 
against them. The abominable prisons where they were so 
often incarcerated with the lowest felons, and where the 
lives of so many victims were sacrificed, were very dread- 
ful to persons accustomed in their own homes to the 
utmost cleanliness — but still they persevered in this, which 
they regarded as a testimony against human pride. 

The reader unacquainted with the Society of Friends 
may ask : — '* In what has all that scrupulous care taken by 
its founders about acting in accordance with the Gospel 
requisitions of truthfulness resulted ? What palpable fruit 
does it manifest at the close of t ^ o centuries 't " The reply, 
that among their descendants the spirit of integrity and 
truthfulness is better established than in any other section 
of the Christian Church, will meet the convictions of those 
who have closely studied this question. Care about the 
conscientious appropriation of the talents committed to 
their trust, be they wealth, influence, or intellect, has more 
extensive prevalence amung tliem, than we meet with in 
most other communities. Whilst recognizing suoh results, 
which in fairness we must do, far be it from me to wish to 
convey the idea that the want of integrity and the untruth- 



40 THE F£LLS OF BWARTIIMOOK HALL, 

fulness so common to human nature, arc not manifested in 
Quakerdom. Of course tlic>' are occasionally, but not so 
commonly there, either in private or public life, as else- 
where. Who ever knew amonsc the Friends such a thing 
as a dishonest appropriation of the Society's endowments, 
or of its public funds of any kind ? They have had man}' 
such funds to take care of for the last two centuries — 
many, both large and small endowments, and some rarely 
called on — but no breach of integrity re-^pecting them 
have I ever known, or heard of, throughout the length and 
breadth of the Society. 

The characteristics of the Quaker mind, as manifested 
in its history and in its present state, confirm the belief 
that the influences under which it has gathered its moral 
strength, have been blessed by II im who is the God of 
truth. Nevertheless, the Friends are far short of what 
their ancestors anticii)ated. Spiritual life, with its earnest 
religious feelings, which sent so many of the earlj*^ Friends 
as willing missionaries over all the world, does not prevail 
to the extent it did in the moining of the Societ3''8 exist- 
ence. Reformation is now required in various matters 
within its precincts, as within those of most other reli- 
gious bodies. The Friends extensively acknowledge this^ 
and the si)irit of reformation is alreatly at work. They 
l)erceive there are circumstances around them not antici- 
pited by their forefathers, that necessities exist in the 
present age not provided for b}- them. They had a mission 
to perform, and they executed it honestly and earnestly 
— we also have ours. Every age has its own work to do, 
its own reformatory arrangements to make in order to suit 
the onward developments in the Church, and in the world. 
The Friends seeing theirs before them, are not likely to 
shrink from the work already commenced. May the bless- 
ing of the Lord go with that work, and may He grant 
that the beautiful examples of earnestness and of devotion 
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to His holy will which the following pages exhibit, be made 
useful in Btimulatinciir their rcliuious zeal I 

"Oh I Spirit of that early day, 

So pure and stronj^ aud true, 
Be with lis in t'e narrow way 

Our faithful fathers knew ; 
Give strength the evil t > forsake, 

The cross of Truth to bear ; 

And holy fervent love to make 

Our daily livts a prayer." 

Whittieb. 



CHAPTER lY. 
Old Letters — Hospitality at Swarthmoor — George Fox 

ARRIVES there — MaRQARET FeLL AND HER SERVANTS ADOPT 

HIS Religious Doctrines — Judge Fell's return fkom Cir- 
ciTiT — Margaret Fell's Letter to her Husband — James 
Nayler and Richard Farns worth to Margaret Fell. 

J UDOE Fell's descendants at the present day have in 
their possession a number of unpublished autograph letters, 
written between 1652 and IT 12, by and to various members 
of the Fell Family ; and in the MS. depository, Devonshire 
House, London, there is also a very large collection. Many 
of these letters are from the Judge's daughters and sons- 
in-law to tbeir mother and their sisters, and others are from 
the pioneer preachers among the Friends, addressed to the 
Mistress of Swarthmoor. Of the former several relate to 
common family incidents and pecuniary concerns, which 
were only of private importance when written. But these 
family letters now are of general interest, inasmuch as they 
help to cast light on the life of the family at Swarthmoor 
Hall, two centuries ago. They shall therefore be intro- 
duced as the narrative proceeds, having been generously 
placed at the disposal of the writer for that purpose. 

Thomas Fell, as before stated, brought home his young 
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bride, when she was not eiirhtcen years of acre, to preside 
over an exten-ive estahlisliment. BeinjjC a siiccessrul bar- 
rister, with an ample estate independent of his profession, 
he and his wife practised, and couki afford to practise, 
hospitalit}' on a noble scale. Their honsc seems to have 
been freqnented by the good and the great, and was open 
both to the worthy stranger and to the personal friend. 
Bnt especially did they welcome ministers of religion who 
mi^ht chance to vi^it that neighbourhood, either inconnec- 
tion with their religions vocation or other intevests. Mar- 
garet Fell tells us it was a frequent oceurrence in that early 
time for " lecrturing ministers " to visit Furness, preaching 
to the people, and they were frequently entertained at their 
house, where they would have prayers and religious exer- 
cises in the family. She says, " In this I hoped I did well, 
but often feared I was short of the right way. After this 
manner I was inquiring and seeking about twenty years." 
It was at the close of that twenty 3'ears, in the winter of 
1G52, that George Fox first arrived at Swarthmoor Hall, 
where he was hospitablv received bv the ladv of the house. 
Iler husband was absent in Wales, so that on her devolved 
the duty and the pleasure of that first welcome. It seems 
to have been regarded as a real pleasure both to mother 
and daughters to have the opportunity of making his 
acquaintance. Their interest and curiosity had been aroused 
by the reports they had heard of the singular reformer of 
Fenu}' Drayton, whom some declare<l to be a i)reacher raised 
up by the Lord, and others, an emissary of Satan. From 
all they had heard, they apprehended him to be a good and 
dauntless but persecuted man, who, notwithstanding the 
cruelty and imprisonments to which he had been subjected, 
continued to speak solemnly and boldly again-t moral cor- 
ruption lM)th in high and low places. The descendants of 
Anno Askew, if inheriting aught of her spirit, were not 
likely to be intlifferent to such a preacher. We find some 
of the 3'oung people and their mother had been wishing to 
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Bee the Drayton reformer and hear for themselves, when, 
guided by one of his friends, he unexpectedly arrived at 
their door. 

That afternoon, Margaret Fell had business which took 
her from home. In her absence the minister of Ulverstone 
went to the Ilall, and engaged the new-comer in conversa- 
tion. George Fox speaks of this man as a " high notionist, 
who would make appear that he knew all things, and had 
arrived at such a state of perfection that he was above 
John the Baptist, and able to do anything, however bad, 
without sin." He adds : — ** lie would have owned me, but 
I could not own or join him." 

On Margaret Fell's return, her children told her the 
stranger and Mr. Lampitt had disagreed. This grieved her, 
because at that time the thought the Ulverstone minister 
was a good man, and that he held Scriptural doctrines. But 
previous to retiring for the night, after having conversed 
at length with her guest, she could not but believe in her 
heart that he was right, and Mr. Lampitt wrong. 

The following was a fast da}', and there was to be a 
lecture at Ulverstone, which George Fox's hostess was 
anxious he should attend. He replied that, with reference 
to going there, he must do as he should be ordered by the 
Lord. Mistress Fell and her children started early for 
church hoping that he would come with them ; but instead 
of doing so, he walked out into the fields, that his heart 
might commune with the Lord in silence and solitude. 
They looked for him in vain, till after the singing in the 
church was over, when at length they saw tlieir guest of 
the previous night step forward and mount a form. From 
that conspicuous position he asked the minister in the 
pulpit if he might speak to the assembl}'. Permission was 
promptly given, and George Fox, from his standing-place, 
addressed the audience with such power, that he astonished 
and convinced Margaret Fell beyond all doubt, that ho 
was, indeed, a minister commissioned by the Most High to 
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preach the Gospel. At first she stood up in her pew to 
get a full view of the speaker, and to lose neither word 
nor action that could give force to his preaching. By- 
and-by a magistrate who was present, and already 
prejudiced against Fox, called on him to cease speaking, 
and had laid his hand on his arm with the view of using 
force, when a gentle but firm voice was heard to enquire, 
as others on such occasions were allowed to finish what 
they had to say to the congregation, should not this 
stranger also? This from the Judge's lady settled the 
question, and the stranger spoke on. 

The doctrine of the speaker penetrated the heart of 
Margaret Fell. She says that she saw in the light then shed 
upon her mind, that they had been endeavouring to enter 
the shcepfold by climbing up another way instead of 
entering by Christ the door, instead of following in spirit 
and life the guidance of the True Shepherd. In the 
eaniestncss of this conviction, she exclaimed within her 
soul befove God, *' We are all thieves I we are all thieves I" 
then sat down in her pew, with her heart absorbed in that 
thought, and wept abundantly, giving vent to the fulness 
of her feelings, till the assembly broke up. 

In her testimony concerning George Fox, written after 
his death, she says, speaking of that second day of their 
acquaintance: — "He came to our house again that night. 
He spake in the family amongst the servants, and they 
were all generally convinced. But I was stricken with 
such a sadness I knew not what to do, my husband being 
from home. I saw it was the truth, and I could not deny 
it, therefore I did as the Apostle saith — I received the 
truth in the love of it. It was opened to me so clear, that 
I hnd never a tittle in my heart against it ; I desired of the 
Lord that I might be kept in it, and I wished for no 
greater i)ortion." 

In about three weeks from that day. Judge Fell returned 
from circuit. As the hour drew near when he should be 
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crossing from Lancaster, parties of gentlemen went out to 
meet him, and as they moved forward over the santls of 
Leven, they gave him exaggerated accounts of the pro- 
ceedings at the Uall. His wife thus gives us the substance 
of their communications : *' A deal of the captains and 
great ones of the country went to meet my husband when 
he was coming home, and informed him that a great 
disaster had befallen his family — that they were all 
bewitched ; and that if he did not quickly send those away 
who had taken us out of our religion, all the country 
would be undone." 

The Judge therefore came home in great displeasure 
w'.th his wife, and highly incensed against those who had 
60 influenced her mind and that of the household generally 
in his absence. Some who held superior positions at 
Bwarthmoor, as steward, governess, and housekeeper, as 
well as most of the house-servants, had been not only 
spiritually awakened, but enduringly convinced of the 
truth, as preached by George Fox. Of the former were 
Thomas Salthouse, Mary Askew, and Anne Clayton. But 
their mistress having led the wa}', the chief responsibilit}' 
rested on her. She felt this in all its force ; yet under the 
belief tliat the Lord required it of her, she held on her 
course, though in trepidation and fear, as she looke-l to 
Judge Fell's return. "Any may think," she says, " what a 
condition I was like to be in, that either I might displease 
my husband or offend God." But in that extremity — her 
difficulties being brought to the Lord, and her faith in Him 
being over all — the mountain was removed, and hard 
things made easy. 

George Fox was not then at the Hall, but two of his 
friends, James Nayler and Richard Farnsworth, were ; and 
they entered into conversation with the irritated master of 
the mansion. Being a man of good sense and good prin- 
ciples, as he listened to their rei)lies he became more calm 
and reasonable. When converse with the Judge had ceased, 
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they prepared to leave, but Margaret Fell said — *' ^^y^ 
remain for lo-iiiirht ; George Fox is to be here this evening." 
She had sent for him on hearing of her hnsband's return, 
and she wished tliem all to have another interview with him. 

After that talk with the two Friends, she says, speaking 
of the Judge — " Then was he pretty moderate and quiet ; 
and, his dinner being read}', I went and sat me down by 
him. Whilst I was sitting there, the power of the Lord 
seized upon me, and he was stricken wiih amazement and 
knew not what to think ; but he was quiet and still. The 
children were all quiet and still, and could not play their 
music which the}' had been learning; all these things made 
him quiet and still." AVhat are we to understand of the 
manifestation Margaret Fell here alludes to, which so con- 
founded the Judge as she sat by his side at dinner, and 
which also brought such a stillness over the children as to 
make them cease practising their music? She saj's, " The 
power of the Lord seized upon me," but she does not say 
in what way that Divine power was manifested to her 
husband and children, only that its exhibition ** made them 
quiet and still." 

There are many allusions in the writings of Croese, the 
Dutch historian, and some among the Friends' own writings, 
that lead us to the conclusion that the spiritual awakening 
wdiich was so remarkable in that day, w^as sometimes 
accompanied by external manifestations similar to some of 
those we have heard of in connection with late revival 
scenes in the North of Ireland. Overpowering religious 
qonviction sometimes producing utter prostration of 
strength. At other times, whilst the eyes remained lightly 
closed, the mental feelings were so aroused that the^' were 
manifested in an extraordinary outpouring of religious 
utterance — (ftcn of thanksgiving and praise, expressed in 
language which for power and religious fervor was far 
be^-ond what the individual was accustomed to use — and 
so overwhelming that it seemed a necessity that it should 
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have spontaneous expression. What Margaret Fell alludes 
to above, mny have been somewhat similar. 

She goes on to sa}' — *'At night George Fox arrived; 
and after supper, when my husband was sitting in the 
parlor, I asked if he might come in. My husband said yes. 
So George walked into the room without any compliment. 
The family all came in, and present!}' he began to 8i)eak. 
lie spoke \Qry excellently, as ever I heard him; and 
opened Christ's and the Apostles' practices. And he 
opened the night of apostacy since the Apostles' days, 
nrd laid open the practices of the priests in their apostac}'. 
If all England had been there, I thought they could not 
Lave denied the truth of these things. And so my husband 
came to see clearly the truth of what he spake." Judge 
Fell conversed freely with George Fox, asking him, among 
other matters, if he were the person of whom Justice 
Robinson had spoken so highly in Parliament. Altogether 
be was perfectly satisfied with Fox before he retired for 
the night. 

In the morning the minister cf Ulverstone came to talk 
with Judge Fell. They walked together in the garden, 
whilst the former dilated on the ruin the Quakers w ould 
bring on the neighborhood if they were not driven out. 
But neither his fears nor insinuations weighed with the 
Judge, who by that time had been thoroughly convinced 
that whatever might be extreme in some of their views, the 
Quakers were a truthful, conscientious, Christian people. So 
little impression did the minister's frightful pictures make on 
the master of Swart hmoor, that on the very same morning, 
hearing some Friends consult together about getting a 
place where they could establish a meeting for those who 
were convinced in that neighbourhood, he promptly and 
nobly said — " You may meet here if you will." ** Then 
notice was given that day and the next," says Margaret 
Fell, " and there was a good large meeting on First-day, 
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which was the first meeting at Swartlimoor.* My husband 
went on that First-cla}'^ to the Steeplc-liouse, and none with 
him but his clerk and his groom ; at this the priest and the 
[fCoplc were all fearfully troubled." 

It must have been about ten months after this, when 
official duties had again called Judge Fell away from liome, 
that his wife wrote him the still existing autograph letter, 
the whole of which is transcribed below. He had gone up 
to London, and taken by her desire some documents that 
she wished to see in print. The letter shows the earnest- 
ness of her religious feeling for her husband ; and it espe- 
cially shows how anxious she was that no worldly considera- 
tions, no fear of man should cause him to hesitate about 
having the documents printed and published, to exhibit to 
the world what the principles of the Friends really were, 
and how unjustly they had been treate;!. 

It is written in a good but antiquated hand as follows : — 

Margaret Fell to Judge Feli^ 

" Dear husband — My dear love and tender desires to the 
Lord run forth for thee. I liave received a letter this day 
from you, and am very glad that the Lord carries you on 
3*our journey so prosperously. Thou wrote to me — * These 
which professeth to worship God ' — but their profession we 
do deny if it be without possessing the real substance. And 
if we enjo}' the living power of the Lord and walk humbly 
with our God, and be taught of Ilim alone, there will l>e no 
offence given unto men in whom the Lord ruleth. But the 
offence will be to that which must die [that which mustf] 



* A meeting was kept uj) the re in the great dining-hall from that 
t'.me — 1052 — t.U 1000, wlun a nicet-ug-house was erected near 
Swarthm(M)r Hall by order of George Fox, ar.d at his expense, on a 
p!e^-c of ground which ho purchased for the purpose. 

f Any words between brackets, as above, indicate accidental 
omlKslons in the MS., or obliterations which leave the words 
doubtful. 
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be crncified. We arc not to be in obedience to man that 
livis in fein. Dear licart, mind the Lord above all, with 
whom is no variableness nor shadow of turning, but who 
will overturn all powers that stand against Him. All shall 
be as chaff before Him; therefore, be faithful unto death, 
and He will give thee a crown of life. Stand firm and close 
to the Lord, and be not afraid of men; far greater is He 
that is in 3'ou than he that is in the world. Mind that which 
is of Him in thy own particular to keep thee pure and clean 
and single before Him, and that will stand the fire of His 
wrath which burns up all but what is of Himself. 

" We sent to my dear brother James Nayler ; he is kept 
very close, cannot be sulTered to have any fire. He is not 
free to eat of the jailer's meat, so they eat very little but 
bread and water. He wrote to us that they are plotting 
again to get more false witnesses to swear against him 
things that he never spoke. I sent him two pounds, he 
took but five shillings. 

" They are mighty violent in Westmoreland and all parts 
ever^^where towards ns. They have bid five pounds to any 
man that will take George anywhere that they can find him 
within Westmoreland. 

" I sent an order that came from Col. Benson, which 
sbonld have been at London as soon as you, but I am afraid 
it hath miscarried. I sent with it the copy of a letter con- 
cerning some passages at the Sessions holden at Lancaster, 
where Judge Thorpe was. (He was very favourable to our 
friends there, and did take notice of the priests' tyranny). 
Should have been glad j'ou had received them. Here is a 
copy of Col. Benson's letter that I sent thee. And here is 
a declaration that Col. Benson and other Friends drew up, 
[to be presented] if the Lord move an}'' to present it to 
them that are in authority. And here is a note that George 
[Fox] was moved to lise out of bed and write, that should 
bo shown to any one in Parliament who is a friend to the 
troth. 
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" Dear heart, I pray thee do not let it lie at thy door, but 
show it to any that are anything loving to the truth. It 
will stir up the pure mind in them which is one with that 
which it came from. 

*' Here is likewise a declaration of these things we live 
in, and another concerning faith and the two seeds — the 
seed of the serpent and tlie seed of the woman — which 
should be all put in print now. I beseech thee let them be 
printed, that it may openly appear to the world what we 
live in, and be not ashamed of the truth, for it will stand 
when all other things shall be as stubble. So, hoping that 
thou wilt be faithful to me and to the Lord, farewell. The 
everlasting God of power and of love keep thee up to 
Himself [words torn off] to Ilis praise and glor^'. 

" The children are all in health — praised be the liOrd. 
George is not with us now, but he remembered his dear 
love to thee. 

" Here is a note James Nayler hath put forth. I pray 
thee let this and the other that concerns him which you 
had along with you be put in print in a book, and the 
query put to George [Fox] and the answer be printed 
[with it] — and the priests' petition and John Lawson's in 
another book. I much desire to have them printed. It is 
very hard that the press should be open for all pamphlets 
and ballads and must be shut against the truth. Dear 
heart, I pray thee do not neglect them ; for I am sure if 
they be published it will work for the glory of my Father 
— to whom be praise and glory for evermore. 

'' Thy dutiful wife till death, 

" Mabqaket Fell.* 

" SwARTHMOAR, 18th of Feb.,f 1G52. 



* From the original in tlie Sliackleton Collection of 8warthmoor 
letters — Ballytore, Ireland. 

t It must be remembered that Feb. of that day was the last mo. 
of the year; hence the above letter was written about eleven 
months after G. F.'S first visit to Swarthmoor 
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" I pray thee, sweet heart, do not Blight these 
things, for they are of great concernment. Let 
them be Iinown ; as they have been acted openly, 
so let the 111 be published " [a few w^ords torn 
off here]. 

The foregoing letter appears to be the only one extant 
addressed to Judge Fell by his wife. The tone of tliought 
and earnest feeling it manifests are strikingly illustrative 
of the writer^s character, and show very clearly, with what 
openness she could speak to her husband, on the interests 
of the new society she had joined. 

James Nayler, whose imprisonment she alludes to, and 
whose prison necessities she tells the Judge she had 
relieved, had been cited before the Sessions at Appleby, a 
short time before. The charge against him was blasphemy^ 
his real offence having been the preaching of some con- 
vincing sermons, at which many persons of account in that 
town and its neighbourhood had been awakened to a sense 
of the inefficiency of religious profession or belief, without 
such change of heart as became manifest in holiness of 
life. Those persons had withdrawn from the established 
communion and joined the Friends, occasioning great 
indignation and alarm among some of the clergy and 
magistrates. Francis Howgill, one of the converts, was 
imprisoned along with James Nayler, and Justice Pearson 
came forward as one of the prosecutors. The trial gave 
Nayler an opportunity to plead his own cause, and in 
doing so he explained with so much power and clearness, 
the principles maintained by the Friends on salvation and 
sanctification, that, notwithstanding he was condemned to 
a term of imprisonment. Justice Pearson felt ill at ease in 
reconsidering the whole affair. The Scriptural arguments 
of the prisoner had fixed themselves so deeply in his mind 
that he could not get clear of them, as after results proved. 

In the - Devonshire House collection of Swarthmoor 
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manuscripts there is an autograph letter from James 
Nayler to Margaret Fell, written in 1652, a short time 
previous to that Appleby imprisonment, from which we 
have taken the following : — 

Jam£s Naylee to Margaret Fell. 

" Thou art sealed in my heart, my sister. Thy care of 
the babes is pleasant, and in it thou prospers. I see this 
where thou hast been pruning. May the Lord God 
Almighty bless thee with fresh water from the rivers of 
the valleys wherewith to water the living plants I I am 
going towards Bishoprick (Durham). The Prince of 
Darkness is up here at Api)leby, but hath not much power. 
As for Ellen Parr, I hear she is coming towards thee ; I 
hope thou wilt enquire, and if not, send for her, and let 
her stay a while with thee, and show her the way of love, 
which is much lost in the hciglit. 

" My dear love to Margaret and the rest of the family. 
My blessc4 beloved ones, farewell! And ye little ones, 
peace be amongst you. "J. N." 

Colonel Benson, to whose varied efforts Margaret Fell 
alludes in her letter, was a magistrate of Cumberland, who 
had joined the Friends; his household, as well as that at 
Swarthmoor, having recently been convinced of the truth 
of the doctrines preached by George Fox. He is the 
person who became so widely known among Friends as 
Gervane Benson. His wife, shortly after the date of M. F.'s 
letter, was imprisoned in York jail for having spoken her 
mind honestly to a clergyman, on the unchristian character 
of the persecution which he and others of his class were 
pursuing towards the Quakers ; nor was this lady, who was 
accustomed to all the accommodiitions and comforts of 
refined societv, allowed to leave that dismal abode when 
her hour of maternal suffering arrived, for there, in York 
prison, detained on such a charge, her little baby was born. 
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The " priests^ i^etition " mentioned in the letter was prob- 
ably a petition against religious persecution from Thomas 
Taylor, Christopher Taylor, and Thomas Lawson, three 
clerg3'men of Lancashire and Westmoreland, who had 
recently been convinced of the truth of Fox's principles. 
Croese says that Thomas Lawson was the most noted herb- 
alist in England, and Sewel speaks of him as an ^^ eminent 
priest." lie heard that George Fox was coming to Ramside 
(or Rampside), after his first visit to Swarthmoor, and 
Laving himself preached in the morning, he gave notice to 
his congregation that Fox would address them in the 
evening, which he accordingly did from Lawson's pulpit. 
Tlie result was that not only the clergyman but many of 
his congregation joined the Friends. Sewel says in pro- 
cess of time Thomas Lawson gave up his tithes and his 
clerical appointment, and came to preach the Lord Jesus 
Christ truly. So did his clerical friends Thomas Taylor 
and Christopher Taylor. 

That *' Declaration concerning faith and the two seeds — 
the seed of the serpent an.d the seed of the woman,'' which 
Margaret Fell was so anxious to see printed, may have been 
her own, as she certainly wrote something on the subject. 
But it is more probable that the one she alludes to in the 
letter was from George Fox ; her own article was not likely 
to have been written at so early a period. Fox often used 
that figure — the two seeds — in allusion to the two great 
antagonistic influences in man, the one from Christ the 
Saviour, the other from Satan the Evil One. He also some- 
times used. The seed — meaning the Saviour. That the seed 
of the woman should bruise the serpent's head, and that 
the serpent should bruise his heel, was elaborated and 
alluded to very often by him, and also by some other 
Friends; other Scriptural passages being brought in from 
the New Testament respecting the seed of the kingdom, 
the grain of mustard-seed, &c., «fcc. The seed, to George 
Fox's mind, expressed an embodiment or germof a\)iritual 
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life imparted by Christ to man. Such figurative forms of 
expression, and so variously used, may be indulged in by 
minds prone to that style of speech, till they become con- 
fusing and mystical to those who do not at once see through 
the figure ; and this seems to have been the ease with the 
term under notice, as used by many of the early Friends. 
But it has long since ceased to mark the religious phrase- 
ology of their descendants. 

Tlie letter from James Nayler, which has been quoted 
from, and that from which the following, written by 
Richard Farnsworth, is taken, are the only ones extant, so 
far as 1 know, addressed to Margaret Fell at so early a 
date as 1652 : — 

RicuABD Fabnswobth TO Mabqaret Fell. 

Balbib, December ISth, 165£. 

" Dear Sister, — Be faithful to what thou knowest, and the 
Lord will keep thee to Himself, and arm thee every way 
with His love and power. Give th3-self up wholly to the 
Lord, who will preserve thee in faithfulness and purity. 
And, Oh that the everlasting Lord God Almighty may keep 
thee and all the rest of our dear friends in the power of His 
love, and in the power of His truth, that ye may grow from 
strength to strength, and be established in the Truth, that 
He alone may be glorified who is Lord of lords and King 
of kings. 

** I received thy letter, which did much rejoice me. When 
it arrived I was gone towards Derbyshire, where I met with 
a gathered Church. I have been in much service since I 
came from you. Friends are now emboldened and cour- 
ageous who have had great opposition and persecution 
here away. The enemy is in silence, and the Lord carries 
on His own work. To Him alone be glory and honour for 
ever and for ever. 

" My dear love in the Lord presents itself to you all — ^to 
thy son George, and to thy daughters, and to all those thy 
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aeryaiits in the truth of God. May the Lord cause them 
all to grow up into the Truth, that He may be exalted 
amongst you.'* 



CHAPTER Y. 

1C52— 1654. 



Georgb Fox in Ulverstone Church — Attacked by a Mob — 
Riot at Walney Iblai^d — Lancaster Ahsizfs— Acquittal, of 
Fox — ^Letters from Thom.*8 Taylor, Thomas Lawson, and 
John Lawson to 3Iaboaret Fell. 

• 

William Lampitt, the Ulverstone rector, and his friend 
Justice Sawrey,with others in authority, were cxceediogly 
annoyed by the favour shown at Swartlinioor to the Quakers. 
This preference was plainly manifested by the fact that 
nearly all the family at the Hall met for worship in the 
Friends' meeting, and had altogether withdrawn from 
attending service in the church. Among the credulous, it 
was declared to be nothing short of nocromancy that had 
brought about the change — Satan himself having combined 
with the Quakers to deceive the Judge's lady and her 
household. Such wild gossip was all afloat throughout 
Ulverstone and the surrounding parishes, whilst they who 
were said to be the deceived ones daily felt the blessing, 
the light, and the peace of the Lord to be with them. 

James Nayler, before his acquaintance with the Friends, 
had been a member of an Independent congregation in 
Wakefield. The pastor — or, as George Fox calls hira, the 
priest — of that church, who was greatly annoyed with 
Nayler's withdrawal, did not scruple to start several of 
those wild stories. Thus Fox, the chief victim of them, 
says — ^^ He raised many wicked slanders upon me, as that 



• The original from which the above was taken is in the DevoDr- 
■hire Houm Collection of Swarthmoor MSB. 
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I carried bottles about with me, and made people drink of 
my bottles, which made them follow me. That I rode upon 
a great black horse, and was seen in one county upon my 
black horse in one hour, and the same hour in another 
county threescore miles off." A t Ulverstone it was declared 
George Fox had sold himself to the Devil for the ability 
which had been conferred on him to brave peril of every 
kind. That, hence, his blood could not be drawn ; and that 
he could not be either drowned or killed in any ordinary 
waj'. At one time, before he was conscious of the dangers 
of the Sands, he and another friend were going to visit 
Colonel West, and ignorantly they went over a place 
regarded as a most unsafe quicksand. Colonel West saw 
them from his windows, and afterwards told them that he 
had never known any one to liave before escaped who had 
ventured where they did. But, in the eyes of the supersti- 
tious people, his escape was taken as another proof of his 
necromanc3\ All these slanderous reports, sa^s Fox, 
"were nothing to me as regarded myself; but I was con- 
cerned on the Truth's account, which I saw the priests 
endeavored by such means to prejudice the people against. 
But the Lord's power carried us over their slanderous 
tongues and their murderous spirits." 

What an insight the easy propagation of such absurd 
stories gives us into the credulity and the superstitious 
feelings of that da}- 1 George Fox met them by openly 
availing himself on public occasions of preaching tlie 
Gospel of Christ to the people in the very centres whence 
these tales emanated. And just as openly did he denounce 
what he regarded as other arts of Antichrist, whether mani- 
fested in priest or in people. When speaking of sin and 
wickedness, he used the strong language of the times, 
unsoftened by modern suavity. 

Before Judge Fell had returned from his professional 
duties in Westmiuster and London, some fierce scenes of 
persecution, heightened, no doubt, by those fabulous reports, 
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had been enacted near his own hospitable Hall. One market- 
day, in the town of Ulverstone, when there was a lecture in 
the church, George Fox asked leave, on its close, to speak 
to the people. He says : '' John Sawrey, the justice, came 
to me and said if 1 would speak according to the Scriptures, 
I should speak. I stranged at him for saying so, for I 
always spake according to the Scriptures ; and I told him 
I would do so, and would bring the Scriptures to prove all 
I had to say. Then, contradicting himself afterwards, he 
said, I should not speak, though I was speaking according 
to the Scriptures, and he had said just before that if I did 
BO I should speak. The people were quiet and heard me 
gladly, until Justice Sawrey incensed them against me, and 
set them to hale, beat, and bruise me. Then, on a sudden, 
they were in a rage, and fell upon me in the steeple-house, 
before his face, and knocked me down and trampled upon 
me, he looking on. So great was the uproar that some 
fainted and fell over their seats from fear. Then he came 
and took me from the people, and, leading me out, he gave 
me up to some constables and other ofllcers, bidding them 
whip me out of the town. They led me about a quarter of a 
mile, some taking me by tbe collar, some by my arms and 
shoulders, shaking and dragging me along. There being 
many friendly people at the market, some of whom came 
to the steeple-liouse to hear me, divers of these they 
knocked down also, and broke their heads, so that the 
blood ran down from several of them. 

" Now when they had haled me to the common moss-side, 
a multitude of people following, the constable and other 
officers gave me some blows over my back with their 
willow rods, and so thrust roe among the rude multitude. 
They having furnished themselves, some with staves, some 
with hedge-stakes, and others with holm or holl3'-bushes, 
fell upon me and beat me on the head, arms, and shoulders. 
till they had mazed me, so that I fell down on the wet 
common. When I recovered my senses again, and saw 
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mj'self 13'ing in that watery place, and the jjeople Btanding 
about nie, I lay still a little while. Tlieii the power of the 
Lord sprang through mc, and the eternal refreshings re- 
freshed me so that I stood up again in the strengthening 
power of the everlasting God. Stretching out my arms 
amongst them, I said with a loud voice, * Strike again: 
here are my arms, my head, and my cheeks.' There was 
in the company a mason, a religious professor, but a rude 
fellow, who with his walking rule-staff, gave me a blow 
with all his might just over the back of my hand, as it was 
stretched out, with which my hand was so bruised, and my 
arm so benumbed, that I could not draw it in to mc agaiii ; 
so that some of the people cried out, * He hath spoiled his 
hand for ever.' But I looked at it in the love of God, for 
I wa3 in the love of God to them all that were persecuting 
mo. After a while the Lord's power sprang through mc 
again, and through my hand and arm, so that in a mo.nent 
I recovered strength in both hand and arm in the sight of 
thorn all." 

Goorjre Fox makes no comment on the above t^at in- 
duces us to think he ever regarded that exclamation, *• strike 
again, '* as wrong or unwise. To me it appears as the 
natural defiant outburst from a dauntless spirit, prepared 
to endure any amount of suffering for a good cause. But 
it docs not exactly manifest the meeknoss enjoined b}' 
Christ. Should not tliat meekness have restrained from 
temptinir, b}' the exhibition of such bold defiance, any 
rude fellow to repeat his violence ? It shows us, however, 
that, we are not to calculate on infallibility of judgment 
from George Fox in all cases, more than from other good 
men. Doubtless Fox had before him the words of the 
Lord Jesus, *' lie who striketh thee on the one cheek, turn 
to him the other also." But surely it is the gentle, nnpro- 
voking spirit thus indicated by our Lord that we arc to 
cherish, not the i)re=entation of the cheek to be smitten 
whenever that will provoke rather than calm : and we must 
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know that both act and words may be copied, yet their 
spirit departed from very widely. 

Whilst the people remained in crowds on the wet com- 
mon, around that unflinching, persecuted preacher, again 
he addressed them, as he thus narrates : — '' I was moved of 
the Lord to declare to them all the Word of Life, and 
showed them their false Christianity and the fruits of their 
priests' ministry, telling them they were more like Jews 
and heathen than true Christians." 

He afterwards returned to the town of Ulverstonc, and 
walked through the market. *'As I went, there met me a 
soldier, with his sword by his side. ' Sir,' said he to me, 
' I see you are a man, and I am ashamed and grieved that 
3'ou should be thus abused' ; and he offered to assist me 
in what he could. But I told him the Lord's power was 
over all, so I walked through the people in the market, and 
none of them had power to touch me. But some of the 
market-people began to abuse some Friends, and I, turning 
me about, saw this soldier with his naked rapier, where- 
upon I ran in among them, and catching his hand which 
held the rapier, I told him he must; put up his sword if he 
would come along with me. For I was willing to draw 
him away, lest some mischief should be done. A few days 
after, seven men fell on this soldier and beat him cruelly, 
because he had taken part with Friends and me ; for it was 
the manner of tlie persecutors in that country for twent}*^ 
or (sometimes) forty people to set on one man." From 
Ulverstone, Fox proceeded to Swarthmoor. When he 
arrived at llie Hall, he found the family there engaged 
dressing the wounds of those who had been injured that 
day by the violence of priest Lampitt's hearers. Such 
evidences were not calculated to make the Fells feel any 
more favorably towards the teaching of their late pastor, 
which bad produced sucli fruit. 

After that Ulverstone scene of outrage was over, those 
of the clergy i;ud magistracy who had rejoiced in its vio- 
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lence, declared if the people would only hold on thus for 
half a year, the Quakers would all be put down, and the 
country freed from a nuisance. Of course this encouraged 
its repetition. The poor ignorant people, thus led on, had 
no objection under such auspices to try what they could do 
towards exterminating the necromancers who were exert- 
ing such influence over the Swarthraoor family. Night and 
day the Friends were attacked whenever they were seen 
in the neighbourhood. One wild fellow went to shoot George 
Fox in the open street, but the pistol missing fire, the man 
was seized before he could make another attempt. At 
Yellard,a clergyman, with pistol in hand, headed a party 
of desperadoes, who, with a variety of murderous weapons, 
attempted to get into a house where Fox was stopping, in 
order to take his life ; but this attempt also was frustrated. 
At Walney Island, where he went to visit a friend, h*^ 
says, " As soon as I came to land, there rushed out about 
forty men with staves, clubs, and fishing-poles, and fell 
upon me, beating me, and punching me backward into the 
sea. And when they had thrust me backward till I saw 
they would have knocked me down there in the sea, I went 
up into the midst of them. Then the}' laid on me again, 
and knocked me over and stunned me. When I came to 
myself and looked up, I saw James Lancaster's wife throw- 
ing stones at my face, and her husband lying over me to 
keep the stones and the blows from off me. The people 
had persuaded James Lancaster's wife that I had bewitched 
her husband, and they had promised her if ever she would 
let them know when I came thither they would be my 
death. Having got knowledge of my coming the}' had thus 
assembled with clubs to kill me ; but the Lord's protecting 
power preserved me, so that the}'^ could not take my life. 
At length 1 got on m}' feet, but they beat me down again 
into the boat, which, James Lancaster observing, he came 
into the boat and set me over the water away from them. 
But whilst on the water, so long as they could reach, they 
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continued to strike at iis with poles and to throw stones 
after us. By the time we had reached the other side, we 
saw them beating James Nayler ; for, whilst they had been 
beating me, he walked into a field, and they never minded 
him till I was gone, then they fell upon him, and all their 
cry was, kill him, kill him 1 

" Now when I had again reached the town (Cockan) on 
the other side, the townsmen rose up with pitchforks, flails, 
and stones, to keep me out of the town, crying, kill him, 
knock him on the head, carry him away to the churchyard 1 
So after they had abused me thus, they drove me a pretty 
way out of the town, and there left me. Then went James 
Lancaster back to look after James Nayler, and I walked 
about three miles to Thomas Button s house, where was 
Thomas Lawson, the priest that was convinced. When I 
came T could hardly speak to them, I was so bruised, only 
I told them where I had left James Nayler, whereupon 
they took each of them a horse, and went and brought him 
hither that night. The next day, Margaret Fell, hearing 
of it, sent a horse for me, but so sore was I with the bruises 
I had, that I was not able to bear the shaking of the horse 
without much pain. When it was known I had arrived at 
Swarthmoor Hall, Justice Sawrey, and one Justice Thomp- 
son, of Lancaster, granted forth a warrant against me ; but 
Judge Fell coming home it was not served. He had been 
out of the country all the time that I had thus been abused 
and cruelly used ; but when he came home, he sent forth 
warrants into the Isle of Walney, to apprehend all those 
riotous persons, whereupon some of them fled the country. 
James Lancaster's wife was afterwards convinced of the 
Truth, and repented of the evil she had done me, and so 
did some more of those bitter persecutors ; but the judg- 
ments of God have fallen upon man\' others of them since. 

" The time for the sessions at Lancaster being come, 
I went there with Judge Fell, who on the way told me he 
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had never had such a matter brought before him, and he 
could not well see what he should do in the business." 

Thus the Judge and his guest, against whom nearly the 
whole clerical body of the country had risen up, proceeded 
together to Lancaster. Although the warrant issued by 
the magistrates had not been executed, George Fox had 
said that he would attend the sessions, and if an}*^ one had 
aught to accuse him of, he would like to hear their accusa- 
tion. When he arrived there, he found about forty clergy- 
men assembled, determined to do their utmost to procure 
his conviction for blasphemy ; but their witnesses, one a 
young clergyman, and two sons of clergymen, became so 
confused and so unable to make good what they had sworn, 
that the magistrates on the bench saw clearly into their 
perjury. Judge Fell, Colonel West, Justice Sawrey, and 
Major Rippon, Mayor of Lancaster, were the presiding 
magistrates. 

" There were then in court," says Fox, *' several who had 
been at the meeting wherein the witnesses sware I spake 
those blaspheming words which the piiests accused me of, 
and these being men of integrity and reputation in the 
countrv.did declare and affirm in court that the oath which 
the witnesses had taken against me was altogether false, 
and that no such words as they had sworn to were spoken 
by lue at that meeting. Indeed, most of the serious men 
of that side of the country, who were then at the sessions, 
had been at the meeting, and had heard me both then and 
at other meetings also." 

George Fox mentions a circumstance in connection with 
that trial at Lancaster which develops a practice of his, 
never, so far as I know, either adopted or recommended by 
the Society, then or since. When under great mental con- 
flict or prayerful solicitude, he was accustomed to fast; 
thus he sa3's, *' At this time" (during the session) " I was 
in a fast, and was not to eat until this work of God, which 
then lay weighty upon me, was accomplished." 
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The stand made by George Fox against the institution 
of a human priesthood and its tithes under the Christian 
dispensation, was the great root of the extreme bitterness 
manifested towards him both by Presbyterian and Episcopal 
clergy ; and further it may be observed, the religious and 
moral shortcomings of a large number of clerical pro- 
fessors laid them open to the rebukes of one on whom they 
in vain sought to bring contumely and reproach — one 
against whom their wrath rose in proportion to his fear- 
lessness in exposing in practice or profession what he felt 
assured was inconsistent with the injunctions of Christ. 

Their defeat at the sessions did not prevent the Lan- 
cashire clergy from again trying to secure the conviction 
of the troublesome reformer. When the assizes came 
round, they determined to see what they could do to influ- 
ence Judge Windham against him. This judge, after 
hearing the accusations, made a speech against George Fox 
in court, and then desired Colonel West, who was clerk of 
the assize, to issue a warrant for his apprehension ; but 
instead of doing so Colonel West boldly took up the case 
and defended Fox. Again the Judge commanded hira 
either to issue a warrant or to vacate his seat. To this tlie 
intrepid Colonel replied, that he would sooner go to prison 
himself than have aught to do in the imprisonment of suih 
a man, that sooner would he sacrifice his whole estate than 
be a party to such a prosecution. This caused the judge 
to pause, and on further investigation, he saw the case was 
<lifl!ercnt to what had been first represented, hence no further 
proceedings were then taken. Speaking of tiiat occasion, 
George Fox says : " That same night, hearing of a warrant 
to be given out against me, I judged it better to show 
ra3-&elf openly than f ^r my adversaries to seek inc. So I 
went to Lancaster, and proceeded to the chambers of Judge 
Fell and Colonel West ; as poon as I came in thoy smiled, 
and Colonel West said, *What! are you come into the 
dragon ^B mouth V I stayed in town till the Judge left, and 
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I walked up and down the streets, but no one meddled with 
me nor questioned me. Thus the Lord's blessed power 
carried me through and over this exercise, and gave 
dominion over His enemies, and enabled me to goon in His 
glorious work and service for His great name's sake.'* 

Up to that time, and long after it, blasphemy was the 
general charge on which Fox and his associates were 
imprisoned, so that it alwa3-s required hoih false swearing 
and false construction to procure conviction on the orig- 
inal charge. The more convenient one of pretended dis- 
loyalty to the existing government, deduced from Friends 
refusing to take the oath of allegiance, had not yet been 
started. Throughout that first 3'ear, after the favour shewn 
to the Quakers at Swarthmoor Hall, their principles had 
spread very extensively in Lancashire and the adjoining 
counties. So that instead of being extinguished by six 
months* sharp persecution, as their Ulverstonc enemies had 
predicted before the close of 1052, such multitudes had 
joined their ranks, that the clergy of the Church of England, 
of the Presbyterian Church, and of the Independents, 
looked with consternation at their increase. 

Judge Fell, Colonel Benson, Colonel West, Major Rippon, 
and Justice Pearson, all magistrates in the neighbouring 
counties, now understood the principles of Fox and those 
who joined him, and were determined to see justice done, 
so far as their influence extended. To Swarthmoor Hall 
itself the " Children of Light'* were constantly and cordially 
welcomed by the Christian lady its mistress, and by her 
family. The meeting continued to be held regularly in the 
large dining-hall at Swarthmoor, and soon the Judge 
altogether ceased his attendance at Ulverstone church; 
priest Lampitt, who officiated there, had shown himself so 
unworthy of his vocation, that he could not feel satisfied to 
sit under his ministrv. Judire Fell never became a member 
of the Society of Friends, yet he was, as his wife expresses 
it, ** very loving with Friends," and he cherished a spirit 
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of true Christian toleration. He was a wise, as well as a 
just man. When at home during meeting time, he used to 
sit in his study, the door of which, just opposite that of 
the dining-room, opened into the same passage, and from 
thence he heard all that went forward in the Friends' 
meeting. 

Before Qeorge Fox took leave of Swarthmoor, after those 
affairs at Lancaster were over, he wrote several letters 
to the leading persecutors of that neighbourhood, which 
are given in his journal. These epistles express very 
plainly what he thought of the practice of those person- 
ages professing to be Christ's ordained ministers, and all 
claiming to be Christians whilst acting with injustice and 
cruelty. However true and however merited as a severe 
castigation may have been every declaration these letters 
contain, they appear in this day more calculated to exas- 
perate and enrage tlie delinquent sinner than to open his 
heart, or win him over to what was holy, just, and true. 
But it is difficult to know what would best suit, or tend to 
arrest a pharisaical persecuting spirit ; and difficult also 
for us to realise, what a state of society so different from 
that which now surrounds us, required. Indeed, without a 
careful study of the history of the times, both as depicted 
by our own historians, and by those who from other 
Protestant nations looked at, and have described the clergy 
of England at that period, it would be impossible rightly 
to take in all the features of the case. Many, perhaps, 
may be disposed to regard them as exaggerated, when 
described by those who like Fox came out in strong 
denunciation of the vices and pretensions of persons who 
were their enemies. However, when we look into the 
pages of Croese, a Dutch writer of that era, altogether 
unconnected with Friends, and by no means an admirer 
of George Fox, we find the case stated quite strong enough 
to justify to the full what he has said about the world ly- 
mindedness and the benefice-hunting tendency of the mass 
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of the English clergy, associated with high ritual preten- 
sions, and extreme bitterness of spirit against all vfho 
opposed them. That this bitterness would extend espe- 
cially towards those of their own order who joined the 
Friends, is naturally to be expected ; and accordingly we 
see it early exemplified among the friends of the Fells who 
resigned their clerical livings. Before the close of the 
year 1653, out of the four individuals who were mentioned 
in a former chapter, when speaking of " The priests' peti- 
tion," three were lying in jails in the north of England for 
the faithful maintenance of their religious principles. These 
were Thomas Taylor, his brother Christopher Taylor, and 
John Lawson. 

In that season of sharp trial Margaret Fell wrote to the 
prisoners with sisterly sympathy, and she visited their 
families, delicately and tenderly watching over their wives' 
and children's necessities, administering to them in that 
way least likely to wound their sense of independence. 

Several of those eminent men who joined the Friends 
in that early time, had been dissatisfied with the views of 
religion that prevailed around them before they met with 
George Fox. Thomas Taylor was one of these. He had 
completed his studies at Oxford University, and had been 
preferred to a benefice at Richmond, Yorkshire, where he 
had ministered for a considerable time, when scruples arose 
in his mind respecting some of the rites and teaching of 
the Church of England. Nearly two years previous to his 
meeting with any of the Friends, he had engaged in a con- 
troversy on infant baptism, the prevalent views of that rite 
being contrary to what he regarded as sanctioned by the 
holy Scriptures. His mind continued gradually opening 
to various perceptions of Christian truth so similar to those 
of George Fox, that a few days after their first interview 
at Swarthmoor Hall, they were so united in feelings and 
principles, that they jointly held a meeting at Ulverstone, 
which they both addressed. Soon after that Thomas Taylor 
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gave Tip his benefice, and went forth to preach without 
pecuniary fee or reward, tru/iting for his family and himself 
that the Lord would provide. His feelings of peace and 
comfort are beautifully portrayed in the fcUowing letter, 
written from Appleby jail fio his Swartlmoor friend : 

Thomas Taylor to Marqaret Fell. 

" These may let thee know that my soul is exceedingly 
refreshed in the unity of the Spirit, and in that everlasting 
love manifested in us from the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
wherein we live united together even in that which is pure 
and of God ; not of this present evil world, which perisheth 
and passeth away as a deceiving show. This love of our 
God cannot be expressed in words, but, being imprinted in 
our hearts, and our hearts abiding in it, the sweet fruits 
thereof to one another and to all, will more and more 
spring forth and express themselves to the praise of our 
heavenly Father, and the drawing on of the simple pure- 
minded ones, and the confounding of the heathen whom 
God is judging. 

" Thy dear brother in the pure and holy bond of ever- 
lasting love, 

"T. Taylor. 

" P. S. — I hope my dear wife and family are in health. 
I hear often of and from them, praised be the Lord ; and 
thy tender care over them is felt." * 

The letter from which we take the following extract is 
dated Appleby, 1st Fifth Month, 1653:— 

Thomas Taylor to Margaret Fell. 

" In the living, holy truth of our God doth my soul salute 
thee with all thy dear children whose love is in tlie truth, 
and all the dear lambs of God there away. 

* From the original in the Devonshire House Collection of Swarth- 
moor manuscripts. 
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" I have no greater joy than to hear continually of the 
increase of our Father's kingdom, and the exalting of His 
great name in the earth ; and the health of His dear babes 
everywhere who feed upon that living Bread, and drink of 
that living Rock, Christ Jesus. 

" Dear heart, — Let me hear from thee as way is made, 
and as thy freedom is. As for me, I am here in health, 
still waiting upon the Lord to know His will and work 
daily, that in the consciences of the people there may be 
willingness felt to His praise. As for my releasement, it 
will be ordered in His time, I know, for the best." 

Christopher Taylor about that time was also a prisoner 
in Appleby jail, where he remained for upwards of two 
years. It is probable Thomas's term of imprisonment at 
that period corresponded with his brother Christopher's. 

Thomas Taylor died at Stafford in 1681, having been a 
minister in the Society of Friends for about twenty-nine 
years, nearly one-half of which time he spent in prison. 
One of his imprisonments for matters of conscience ex- 
tended over a term of nearly eleven years. His brother 
Christopher, who was also a minister, superintended a 
boarding-school at Waltham Abbc}', on the border of Essex, 
for Friends' children, which deservedly obtained a high 
reputation. In 1682 he emigrated to Pennsylvania, as one 
of the earlier settlers in that province, and became a member 
of William Peuu's council. 

It is probable that Thomas Lawson, like Christopher 
Taylor, was a literary as well as religious teacher among 
the Friends. When he joined their Society he resigned a 
very lucrative clerical living. But if he were, as Croese 
says, tlie most noted herbalist in England, and delivered 
with great celebrity a series of lectures in London on his 
favourite subject, that pursuit may have aided his pecuniary 
resources, which, as may be inferred from one of the fol- 
lowing letters, were not in a very easy position after he 
gave up his benefice. 



AND TBEXR FRIENDS. 69 

Thomas Lawson was a young man of strong literary 
tastes and fervid eloquence ; he was about twenty -three 3'ears 
of age when he joined the Friends. The next letter, which 
has no other date than an endorsement of 1G53, appears to 
have been written after that step had been taken, but whilst 
his mind was in some other respects still very much tried. 

Thomas Lawson to Margaret Fell. 

• 

*' Dear heart, — There is a pure and heavenly longing in 
me to dwell out of all willing and running. When I am 
kept stilly, and quietly in this feeling I find joy and peace ; 
but the enemy envies this peace, and is still tempting till it 
be broken and my mind gone where the snares of the 
fowler be. I cannot conceal from thee that herein doth the 
enemy prevail against me in thoughts and imaginations, in 
images, pictures, and likenesses — idols which he subtly sets 
up in my mind, and would have me bow down unto. But 
the Lord in his endless love still cries after me, witnessing 
against this spiritual idolatry, crying within me * not to have 
any fellowship with strangers, nor to enter into covenant 
with the inhabitants of the land ' ; then the}^ vanish and 
are not seen, and secret joy springs up in me to see these 
images and imaginations cast down which were as thorns in 
my side and as pricks in my eyes. Then a pure resolution 
comes to be set up in me all the days of my appointed time 
to wait on the Lord ; for I see the door of pure w isdom 
heavenly riches, and never-fading treasures set open, and 
light springing up, so that the enemy cannot be concealed 
from the candle of the Lord burning in me. But this the 
subtle serpent envies, willing I be anywhere but in the light 
which lays open his wiles. 

" Dear heart, pray for me unto thy Father that I may be 
kept in His counsel, in His holy fear unto eternal life. 

'* Fare thee well, who art beloved of the Lord with ever- 
lasting love. 

"Thomas Lawson." 
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Thomas Lawson to Mabqaret Fell. 

[Without date. ] Written at Swarthmgor. 

'* My love to thee in and from my own home — Seeing I 
find it not in mc to stay till thy return I thought meet to 
let thee know as followeth : — 

" When I was at Newcastle I had some conference with 
a man, something related to me in the outward, and whom 
I mentioned to thee formerly ; and who outstrips all I have 
spoken with in relation to Hebrew. I enquired of the sta- 
tioners concerning a Ilebrew Lexicon, but they had it not, 
and then it was sent for to London, but not procured. So I 
enquired of this man if he had one. and he had, and shewed 
it to me. I was desirous to buy it, but he said he was not 
willing to part with it, not knowing how to procure another, 
yet if I sought-after that language he would let me have it, 
for he so much loved any who sought to study it. Now I 
had little money left, so I borrowed ten shillings of Thomas 
Turner, and bought the Lexicon. If thou see how it may 
be had out of the general [fund] I would gladly have it 
paid to Thomas Turner if he came hither. In the hands of 
Edward Guy I found a book, which is for the Greek 
Testament as the other is for the Hebrew Bible. He let me 
have it for five shillings, what it cost him, and he would 
spare mc for the money a while. If it please the Lord to 
give me an abode on the earth I know I may do service 
therewith. 

"As thou art free speak to thy husband. I have left a 
few lines for him ; also that he may know my purpose. I 
know not but in a few days I may come over again." 

Those who have not experienced what it is to have any 
difficulty in supplying their families' and their own accus- 
tomed comforts and necessities, can but feebly appreciate 
what sacrifices had to be made by such men as the Taylors 
and Lawsons, after resigning positions that had previously 
brought them a comfortable support. Whilst we read of 
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their giving up earthly honours and i)Ossessions, that they 
might follow their convictions, at a time when flogging and 
imprisonment were frequently the lot of the devoted 
disciples of Christ whom they joined, how few of us can 
realize what sacrifices this called for. It is true they enjoyed 
spiritual consolations which abundantly outweighed all they 
had forsaken. And most of them were men of bold brave 
hearts, that bore up manfully thro^'^li all, and shrunk not 
from suffering or imprisonment in the cause of truth and 
righteousness. This martyr-like endurance, with its 
cheering hopes and high aspirations, seems strikingly to 
have characterized John Lawson, if we may judge from such 
letters as the following, addressed from his places of 
imprisonment to his friend at Swarthmoor : — 

John Lawson to Mabqaret Fell. 

" Dear Sister, — In the unity of the truth my tender love 
salutes thee, and all my dear brethren and sisters who are 
in the truth. Dear hearts, walk worthy of your calling, for 
holy and perfect is He who hath called you out of the 
world. Stand ^''e perfectly freed from the world, and take 
heed to be not entangled again with those things you have 
once been set free from, but walk circumspectly, having no 
fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness ; but every 
one of 3'ou who have been so taught, abide in the light, 
and stand pure and clear out of the works of darkness, 
that 3'our Father and my Father may be glorified ; that 3'ou 
may all have unity with God, and unity one with another, 
growing up together as branches of one vine — all watching 
one over another for good, improving the manifold graces 
received from God for the good of one another, strengthening 
one another daily in 3'^our most holy faith. We are all well 
— pray for us that we may stand faithful in the Lord. My 
two friends and fellow-prisoners send their love to you alL 
Dear hearts, fare you all well I 

*' May the God of all power keep thee, my dear sister, in 
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His eternal wisdom nnd strength, for thou hast not been 

unmindful of the servants of the Lord, but hast shewed 

thyself to be a loving mother towards all the tender babes 

of Christ. Grace, mercy, and peace be multiplied daily 

towards thee, my dear sister, in the Lord I 

*'JonN Lawson, 

" Prisoner for the testimony of the 

" truth at Chester. 
**6th 12th Mo., 1663." 

John Lawson to Marqaret Fell. 

" My dear Sister, — Such sweet communion do I enjoy 
with thee and the rest of mv brethren and sisters in that 
life which is but one in you all that my outward imprison- 
ment is not grievous, for I am continually kept present 
with you in the Spirit by the power of our God. He hath 
brought me out of many waters and from a strange people, 
amongst whom we have had our conversations in time 
past. But now, through the tender mercies of our God, 
we have deliverance, and redemption through the blood of 
the Lamb, whom God hath raised up to sit on the throne 
of David for evermore. He hath given to Him a name 
above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee in 
heaven and earth should bow, and hath made Him for ever 
a priest after the order of Melchisedec— our great High- 
priest and Intercessor, whose love we have all tasted, 
and received His grace, whereby we have access to the 
throne of God. We know whatsoever we ask according to 
His will He hearcth us, for He loveth us, and His command 
is that we love one another, as He hath loved us. May the 
God of love bless you and keep you all in His mighty 
power, pure and clean, out of all deceit. Dear brethren, 
pray for me that I may for ever dwell with you in the 

house of our God I have not, dear sister, any wants 

for the outward, neither am I chargeable to any one. 
Ke member my dear love to all Friends at Swarthmoor, and 
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to thy hnsband, and remind him of those two men who 

became bond for my appearance at the assizes, that, in case 

I be not released from my imprisonment here to answer my 

accusers, they may come to no trouble for me. Fare thee 

well I " Thy dear brother, 

John Lawson, 

" Prisoner at Derby in the county jail for 

^ his testimony of the Word of God.^' 

The foregoing letter is thus indorsed : — ^** This letter 
came to Swarthmoor the last day of the 11th mo., 1G54." 

It is thus directed : — 

'^ Margaret Fell, at Swarthmoor in Lancashire — these 
with care."* 

John Lawson's history in afler years I have not been 
able to trace; respecting Thomas Lawson, I have been 
more successful, having met with one of his descendants, 
who has furnished me with various particulars. About 
twenty-six years after he resigned his living at Rampside, 
there seems to have been some difference of practice and 
of opinion among Friends respecting tithe, which caused 
a recommendation to be sent down from the London general 
meeting to the subordinate meetings, that Friends should 
each give in to their monthly meetings a statement of their 
opinion, or, as it was termed, their testimony, respecting 
the payment of tithe for the maintenance of a priesthood. 
Thomas Lawson's, as still recorded in Great Strickland 
monthly meeting-book, under date 1679. is as follows : — 

*' Since it pleased God to open my eyes to see men made 
ministers not working for or with God for the good of 
souls, but for their own ends, I never gave them the least 
of what they call their dues, or consented thereto. As for 
the tithe settled on Levi, for the maintenance of the first 



♦ The originals of all the letters in the foregoing pages from tlie 
Taylors end the Lawsons, are in the Devonshire House Collection 
of Swarthmoor Manuscripts. 
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priesthood and the heave-ofTering, Christ put an end to 
that priesthood and to the heave-offering, and to the law 
that appointed these things; He being the High-priest 
of the household of Ood, the one offering that perfects 
such as are sanctified. Therefore, my testimouy in this 
thiug is, that such as pay tithe, and such as take tithe 
[some words come in here that are not clear] are in the 
denial of Christ to be come in the flesh. Touching tithe, 
I never paid it nor consented thereunto. Yet true it is, the 
farmers thereof, for the most part, come to the land before 
and judge it for hiring and take it away. 

(Signed) " Thomas Lawson." 

I have seen nothing which indicates that Thomas Lawson 
became a preacher among the Friends. He was for many 
years clerk to the monthly meeting of Great Strickland; 
and if he did not keep a school in that place, he had private 
tuitions, as the following circumstance proves: — A clergy- 
man of the Church of England l>ecame attached to one of 
his daughters, and ultimately they were married, to the 
great displeasure of the young lady's father. Meantime, 
some Friends, having heard that Thomas Lawson had 
admitted the clergyman in question to join a class of young 
men who had met at his house to receive instructions from 
him in Hebrew, had taken up and circulated a wrong im- 
pression respecting the part the father had acted about his 
daughter's marriage. He writes under date 1686, recapitu- 
lating their animadversions and justifjnng himself. That 
circumstance took place about five years before his death. 

Thomas Lawson was a religious writer much esteemed 
among the early Friends. He wrote various works on theo- 
logical subjects, which were reprinted after his death. One 
was entitled, " A Treatise relating to the Call, Work, and 
Wages of the Ministers of Christ; and to the Call, Work, 
and Wages of the Ministers of Antichrist.'* Another, " A 
Testimony for the Evangelical Communion in the Bread oi 
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Life." Ho also wrote " A Treatise Concerning Baptisms ;" 
and a work entitled, "Dagon's Fall before the Ark," and 
" A Mite into the Treasury." 



CHAPTER VI. 

1653—1655. 

Anthony Peabson at Bwarthmoor — ITis Religious Convic- 
tions — William Catox's Experience at the Hall — His 
Removal to the Continent — His Missionary Labours and 
Death — The Swartumoor Children— Letters of Gervase 
Benson to Margaret Fell. 

In a former chapter there is an allusion to the impression 
made on the mind of a magistrate at Appleby who had 
united with some of the clergy to procure the conviction 
of James Nayler and Francis Howgill for blasphemy. That 
was in 1652. We find that this magistrate, Anthony 
Pearson, when afterwards reflecting on what those men had 
said in their defence, could not divest his mind of the 
apprehension that he had assisted in prosecuting two 
servants of the Lord who were made to suffer for their 
Christian faithfulness. Again and again throughout the 
year this thought haunted his conscience and disturbed his 
peace. There seemed no way of solving the question 
whether they were right or wrong, except by making him- 
self better acquainted wit 1 the principles and people they 
represented. In this state of mind he visited Judge Fell's 
family. What he saw there among those who had adopted 
the principles held by the condemned, only tended to 
deepen the conviction that they were right and he wrong. 

Pearson's religious views had heretofore been of that 
Calvinistic phase which dwells on justification by faith, 
dissevered from the Gospel doctrine, which also requires a 
continued progress in sanctification of heart and life, 
through the aid of the Holy Spirit. lie held that doctrine 
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of salvation by faith — as many bold it in the present day — 
in naked isolation. The faith avowed — and standing for- 
ward without bearing the spirit of holiness — ^being of that 
fruitless character which the apostle James calls dead faith, 
" Faith, if it bath not works, is dead being alone. Yea, a 
man may sa^^, Thou hast faith, and I have works ; shew me 
thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith 
by my works." 

Before that anxious inquirer had left Swarthmoor Hall, 
George Fox had an interview with him, which is thus 
noticed in his journal : " Much about this time it was that 
Anthony Pearson was convinced, who had been an opposer 
of Friends. lie came over to Swarthmoor, and I being 
then at Colonel West's, they sent for me. Colonel West 
said, * Go, George, for it may be of great service to the man.' 
So I went, and the Lord's power reached him." 

Yet we may be assured it was a difficult task that was be- 
fore Pearson, after his spiritual eyes had been opened, to get 
his mind divested of the evils that had resulted from so long 
relying on a faith that had not purified his heart and life — 
a faith that had not proved its vitality, and had not been 
expected to be manifested through watchful obedience to 
the commands of the Saviour. He was a lawyer, and accus- 
tomed professionally to judge right or wrong by legal 
definition, rather than by the higher and holier injunctions 
of the Gospel. 

In the Swarthmoor collection of letters which have been 
preserved at Devonshire House, is one written by him some 
months after the above visit. It is addressed to an old 
friend, whom there is some reason to believe was Colonel 
Benson, though the superscription is not on the sheet with 
the letter, which is as follows : — 

Anthony Pearson to his Friend. 

" Dear Friend, — I have long professed to serve and 
worship the true God, and, as I thought, above many 
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attainel to a high pitch in religion ; but now, alas I I find 
my work will not abide the fire. My notions were swelling 
vanities, without power or life. What it was to love 
enemies, to bless them that curse, to render good for evil, 
to use the world as using it not, to lay down life for the 
brethren, I never understood : what purity and perfection 
meant, I never tasted. All my religion was but from the 
hearing of the car, the believing and talking of a God and 
Christ in heaven, as in a place at a distance I knew not 
where. Oh I how gracious was the Lord to me, in carrying 
me to Judge Fell's to see the wonders of His power and 
wisdom— a family walking in the fear of the Lord, con- 
versing daily with Him, crucified to the world, and living 
only to God. I was so confounded (on contemplating it) 
that all my knowledge and wisdom became as folly ; my 
mouth was stopped, my conscience convinced, the secrets 
of my heart were made manifest, and the Lord was dis- 
covered to be near whom I ignorantly worshipped. I 
could have talked of Christ, of the saints, and the hope 
of glory, but it wa3 all (experimentally) a riddle to me. 

" Truly, dear friend, I must tell thee I have now lost all 
my religion, and am in such distress, I have no hope nor 
foundation left. My justification and assurance have for- 
saken me, and I am even like a poor shattered vessel, tossed 
to and fro, without a pilot or rudder — as blind, dead, and 
helpless as thou canst imagine. I never felt corruption so 
strong, and temptation so prevailing, as now. I have a proud, 
hardy flinty heart, that cannot be sensible of my misery. 
When I deeply consider how much precious time I have 
wasted, and how unprofitably I have lived, my spirit feels a 
sudden fear; then I am still flying to my old refuge, and 
there my thoughts are diverted. What it means to wait 
upon God, I cannot apprehend. The confusions in ray own 
spirit, together with the continual temptations from without, 
are so great; I cannot understand or perceive the small, 
still voice of the Lord. 
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" What thou told me of George Fox I found true. When 
thou seest him, or James Nayler (they both know my con- 
dition better than myself), move them (if neither of them 
be drawn tliis way) to help me with their counsel by letter. 
They are full of pity and compassion, and though I was 
their enemy, they are m}' friends ; and so is Francis 
Howgill, from whom I received a letter full of tenderness 
and wholesome advice. Oh I how welcome would the faces 
of any of them be to me! Truly I think I could scorn the 
world, to have fellowship with them. But I find my heart 
is full of deceit, and I exceedingly fear to be beguiled (as 
I have been), and to be seduced into a form without power, 
into a profession before I possess the truth ; which would 
but multiply my misery, and deprive me both of God and 
the world. 

" Dear friend, there is a carrier comes from Kendal, within 
a mile of ray house, every fortnight, and he shall call at Peter 
Higgin's, to bring any letter that shall be there left for me ; 
it will much refresh me to receive any lines from thee. But 
be thou faithful. Thou may perceive by my Ashdod lan- 
guage what countryman I am — even of the low world, that 
lives in darkness. 

" I am afraid lest the orders we made at Appleby cause 
some to suffer, who speak from the mouth of the Lord; I 
heartily wish they were suppressed or recalled. 

" I have been at Judge Fell's, and have been informed from 
that precious soul, his consort, in some measure what these 
things mean which before I counted the overflowings of 
giddy brains. Dear heart, pity and pray for me ; and let 
all obligations of former friendship be discharged in well 
wishes to the soul of the old family friend, that he may 
partake with them of your heavenly possessions. 

^ A. Peabson. 
" Rainshaw, near West Auckland, 

May 9th, lOSjy 
That remarkable letter gives a vivid picture of the 
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awakened state of a mind religiously disposed, but that had 
long been lulled into a false security by an imperfuct ai> 
prehension of the great and gracious doctrine, justification 
by faith in Christ. That the same imperfect apprehension, 
accompanied by the same sort of false securit}', exists 
extensively in this day, who that considers the feverish 
religious addresses on the point in question which abound 
in certain directions, can doubt, when in conjunction there- 
with they see not the fruits of the Spirit ? 

And what a bright brief glimpse the letter presents of the 
atmosphere of Christian purity and love which surrounded 
that beautiful family at the hall; then composed of every 
age from infancy to blooming womanhood. In 1G53, Rachel, 
the youngest, was a baby ; Margaret, the eldest, about twenty 
years of age ; George, the only son, about sixteen ; and his 
companion, William Caton, seventeen. The elder young 
ladies, the two boys, and all the children old enough to 
understand, were then much interested in the religious 
developments going on around them. We find that the 
young heir of Swarthmoor at that period had his sympa- 
thies and admiration warmly awakened for Quaker prin- 
ciples, and towards his mother's Quaker guests. Caton 
speaks of the preaching of George Fox as having aroused 
religious feeling in all of their minds. Of himself he says, 
*'The witness of God was awakened in me, whereby my sins 
came to be set in order before me, and brought judgment 
and condemnation upon me." Eventually the sense of 
condemnation gave place to that of reconciliation and joy, of 
which he speaks thus : — ^*'0h, the preciousness and excel- 
lency of that day 1 Its glory and blessedness wherewith shall 
I demonstrate it I or by what means shall I explain it, that 
generations to come may understand and give glory unto 
the Lord Jehovah ? Of his surroundings at that time he says, 
" I confess I find myself insufficient to declare to the utmost 
the love which abounded amongst us in that family. The 
freshness of the power of the Lord God — the zeal for Him 
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and His truth — the comfort and refreshment we had from 
His presence— the nearness and dearuessthat were amongst 
us, one towards another I My heart is afTected with the 
very remembrance of them at this distant day." 

William Caton's education was conducted from the time 
he was fourteen with that of the Judge's only son; — first 
under a clerical tutor at the Hall, and afterwards at a 
public school. It was intended that the two boys should 
thus together proceed with their studies, and finally go to 
College as companions. The parents of young Fell were 
glad to secure so amiable and excellent a companion for 
tbeir son and heir, who was to be educated for the law; 
whilst Caton on his part appreciated most warmly the 
love, and regard, bestowed on him in that noble family^ as 
he often calls it. In the brief autobiography he left of his 
short life, he gives frequent expression to feelings of 
grateful appreciation, in speaking of that admirably regu- 
lated and most hospitable home. With young Fell he 
used to join in all his rural amusements — sometimes on 
fishing and shooting excursions, often hunting over the 
moors and exploring among the mountains. When such 
sports lost their charms for Caton, his companionship of 
course was less cared for by George. 

Thus he alludes to that early period: — 

*^At that time I had not left the school, but did go along 
with Judge Fell's son thereto; and he being somewhat con- 
vinced of the same truth, and somewhat touched with the 
same power, it was the easier and the better for me. How- 
beit, we were often wild, vain, and wanton, and sported 
ourselves in folly, to the extinguishing of the good often- 
times in ourselves. But such was the love of God to me 
in those days, that I was as surely pursued with judgment 
as I was overtaken with folly. Sometimes I would separate 
myself from the rest of my schoolfellows, and get retired 
into some place where I might wait upon the Lord, and 
ponder on His marvellous works. When thus in singleness 
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of heart I waited upon God, I received refreshment from 
llim ; but when drawn aside through the provocation of 
my companion, or the temptations of the Wicked One in 
m^'self, then was I troubled and disquieted in my own heart. 
In process of lime my stud}' became my burden ; for when 
I was so much in trouble through the sense of condemna- 
tion that was upon me, I was so much the more incapable 
of making themes and composing Latin verses." 

When the time came that the two youths should enter 
a higher school, young Caton feeling troubled, Margaret 
Fell observed the cloud that was over him, and on ascer- 
taining the cause, declared that her son George should go 
alone, and William, if he wished, might remain at home, 
be her secretary, and give some assistance in the tuition of 
the other children. With this arrangement he was delighted ; 
not so his friends. They thought he was acting foolishly 
in casting away a college education, and all the prospects 
it might open to him. But ambition, with its dreams of 
high intellectual attainments and earthly distinction, had 
lost its hold on his heart. Thus he expresses himself: 
'^ My delight was not then in the vain perishing transitory 
things of the world as it had been, but my delight was in 
the Lord, in His mercy and loving-kindness, and to be with 
His people." To have secured their company he says he 
would have submitted cheerfully to severe labour; like 
Amos, to have been a keeper of cattle, or like Elisha, to 
have followed the plough ; ^For indeed in those days I did 
enjoy and possess that which made all things easy and light 
to me. And, Oh I the abundance of living refreshment 
which I received from the Lord I It is hard for me to declare 
the same to the utmost. I was often overcome with the love 
of my Father, which did exceedingly break and ravish my 
heart And so I know it was with others of that family. 
Of the overflowings thereof we did communicate one to 
another. Truly willing were we to sympathise with and 
bear one with another, and in true and tender love to watch 
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one over another. And Oh! the love, mercy and power of 
God which abounded to us, through us, and among us,who 
shall declare it ? Hence came that worthy family to be so 
renowned in the nation. The power and presence of the 
Lord being so much there, it was a means to induce many, 
even from afar, to come thither, so that at one time there 
would be Friends out of five or six counties [assembled at 
the Hall]." 

Being M. F.'s secretary he says, gave him great privileges 
of intimateacquaintance with herguests. "I was frequently," 
he writes,- **^with dear George Fox, who as a tender-hearted 
father (after he had begotten me through the Gospel) 
sought to nurture me up in all wisdom, faithfulness, and 
righteousness, to the glory and praise of my Heavenly 
Father. On the other hand I was cherished and encouraged 
in the way of life by my entirely beloved friend Margaret 
Fell. As a tender nursing mother she cared for me as if I 
had been one of her own children. The kindness, the re- 
spect, the friendship she showed, can never be forgotten 
by me." 

Before he had attained the age of eighteen, William 
Caton believed himself called by the Lord to the work of the 
ministry. Soon after that he prepared to leave Swarthmoor, 
the loved home of his youth, to which his thoughts in after 
years so often reverted when confined in gloomy prisons 
for conscience' sake ; and again, when preaching the Gospel 
in foreign lands, Swarthmoor he looked back upon as an 
oasis of heavenly light nnd love. He thus alludes to his 
leaving: " After I had had many glorious days there, and 
seen many of the wonderful works of the Lord, in the 
fulness of time, according to the will of Gx)d, 1 was called 
out from among them; the Lord having service for me 
abroad. When it was the will of the Lord that I should 
go, the Judge was much against it, being very unwilling to 
part with me ; but his dear wife, who could not well give 
me up before, was then willing to resign me to the Lord ; 



AND THEIR FBIEND8. 83 

for I left not them to serve other men, but to declare 
abroad Ood's eternal truth." 

Caton ultimately took up his abode in Holland, having 
been one of the first Quaker missionaries among the Dutch. 
He also travelled extensively in other continental countries, 
and several times returned to England in prosecuting his 
ministerial labours. It was chiefly in England that he 
endured severe persecution and prolonged imprisonment. 
Swarthmoor Hall he ever regarded as his English home, 
and Margaret Fell as his loving Christian mother and 
tender wise adviser. 

Thus she writes to him after he had settled in Holland : — 

" My dear lamb, — My love flows freely unto thee who 
art a vessel fitted for the Master's use. In thy own portion 
and inheritance which is given unto thee by God dwell 
continually, that thou mayst feel a daily renewing and 
increase of His government, and a growing from glory to 
glory ; from one stature to another ; up to the perfect man 
in Christ. 

'^The everlasting God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with thee, and presei*ve thee ; and lead and guide 
thee in His counsel and wisdom." 

In the year 1665, about eleven years after he first left 
Swarthmoor, William Caton died in Holland ; his life 
probably having been shortened by his frequent imprison- 
ments and his unceasing exertions as a Gospel missionary. 
George Fox, in his journal, alludes to his decease thus : 
*^ He died in the Lord and is blessed ; he rests from his 
labours and his works do follow him." 

A few years before his death he had married a Dutch 
lady who had joined the Friends in Holland. This union 
seems to have been a very happy one. The young widow 
afterwards came to England, to visit her husband's revered 
friends at Swarthmoor. 

In a former chapter allusion was made to Colonel Ben- 
son's wife having been imprisoned at York, for speaking hec 
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mind openly to a clergyman about the unchristian character 
of his proceedings as a religious persecutor. Having met 
with some unpublished letters from her husband that men- 
tion her subsequent to that event, and not being aware 
that any of Gervase Benson's private letters have ever been 
published, or that anything is known of the lingering 
illness that succeeded his wife's cruel imprisonment, I shall, 
therefore, give some extracts. 

The first is to George Fox, in the year 1653, in which 
Colonel Benson sa^'s : " My wife I left at York in outward 
bonds but in mut-h inward freedom and comfort. Anne 
Blakeliug I left with her. It was from the Lord, Blakeling's 
coming to York ; my wife expecting every hour since she 
came hither to fall into travail." 

After her confinement in York Castle she seems never to 
have regained her former health, as we hear from her 
hausband's letters to Mar^jaret Fell. Most of these letters 
are without dates, but they appear to belong to the period 
included between 1653 and 1655. It is evident she pos- 
sessed an ardent, generous spirit, which led her to admire 
the straightforwardness and honesty of the Friends ; con- 
trasting them with the conduct of some of their conspicuous 
enemies. The rebuke she gave to the York clergj'man 
about the persecuting spirit he had taken part in, was 
dictated by these feelings ; but it would seem from remarks 
in the following letter of her husband, that she had been 
the subject of injudicious advice volunteered by some who 
did not comprehend her character and feelings : — 

Gervase Benson to Margaret Fell. 

" Dear Sister, — Notice being given me of business that 
latel}' happened amongst the commission at Preston wherein 
Truth is much concerned, I acquainted my wife therewith, 
who at present is very weak in the outward body. She was 
free that I should go to Lancaster and pass over to Colonel 
West to answer his questions expressed in the simplicity ; he 
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having much wished to speak with me. But in consideration 
of her condition I cannot feel freedom for so long a stay as to 
go to Swarthmoor till further way be made, which I wait for. 
As for my wife's health, there is great weakness, though 
her cough is not so much as formerly. She is come of late 
into more moderation in words. And surely the forward- 
ness of some who came to her, in judging her and did not 
comprehend her, their judgement did hurt and no good at 
all. But in the will of the Lord I wait, expecting a happy 
issue and believing that her sufferings and trials shall be for 
the best." 

Again Colonel Benson writes to Margaret Fell : — 

*' It lay upon me to write to Anthony Pearson to be at 
the meeting at Preston, which accordingly I did, and sent 
the letter to him ; and as for Thomas Lawson and William 
Adamson, if thou write to them, it is likely they may be 
serviceable also ; and m}' thoughts were upon James Lan- 
caster, if thou Fcest it convenient. The rest I leave to thee 
as the Lord shall direct thee, my dear sister. In the 
measure of life received from liim who gives freely to all 
that wait upon Him, is our wisdom and our strength whereby 
we may overcome all enemies. In His will I desire to 
stand ;— by Him alone to be ordered and directed in what 
He calls me to. Terily, dear sister, the enemy hath pushed 
sore at me, both within and without, at home and abroad. 
But in the name of the Lord he I'ath been driven back, and 
my soul is preserved, and my life given me as a prey out 
of the snare of the fowler— praises to Hin^for ever ! 

** When the Lord makes way, I desire much to see thy 
face — let thy prayers be for me, that I may be preserved in 
His fear, for there is my safety, ' when I am weak, then am 
I strong.* And this I know, that He is faithful whom I 
have trusted, and He hath delivered and will deliver me, if I 
stand in His counsel. 

" My wife is very weak, and very sensible of her outward 
infirmit}^ : Blie is in a pretty, sober, silent, and staid con- 
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dition — waiting for the time of refreshing from the Lord, 
whose verily she is and into whose hands we commit all." 

Under date 20th of 11th mo., 1655, he addresses Margaret 
Fell thus : — " In the love of my Father I salute thee, and 
am present with thee in spirit though absent in body, by 
reason of the continued weakness of my wife — for which 
cause I cannot well part from her. I do not see but that 
her outward health doth somewhat increase — she being now 
able to go up and* down through the house, which she tells 
me till lately she could not have done. In the will of God 
I desire to wait, and have hopes of a comfortable issue."* 

No later particulars of this lady^s health, and no record of 
her death have I met with, save the following brief notice 
in George Fox's Journal, when, speaking of Justice Ben- 
son's wife having been to visit him, he adds — " She was an 
honest, tender woman, and continued faithful to the truth 
until she died." 

By the register of births in Kendal Quarterly Meeting, it 
appears that her last child was the little son bom in York 
Castle, 2nd of 12th mo., 1653, who was named EmanueL 
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Justice Pearson, whose religious convictions are devel- 



* The fo.ego:ng extracts from, Ictteis of Gleivase Benson, were 
oopied from the Devonshire House Collection of Swarthmoor HSS. 
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oped in his own letter inserted in last chapter, was one of 
the earliest Quaker preachers in the English metropolis. 
During the interim from writing that letter till starting on 
this mission, his mind must have experienced a great 
change ; comfort and consolation from the Lord sceuis to 
have taken place of the alienation and coldness of which he 
formerly complained. He had just returned from London 
when he wrote the one now introduced : 

Anthony Pearson to George Fox. 

'' SOth 6th Mo., 165Ji. 

" Most dearly beloved [friend], — The last night but one 
I came to my own dwelling at [name not legible], I left 
Francis Howgill, Edward Burrough, John Camm, and 
Richard Hubberthorn, in London the second day of last 
week. We found very many [there] who have a true prin- 
ciple of honesty in them ; but, for the most part, they are 
so high flown in [their own] wisdom and notions, that it is 
hard to reach them. Nothing can enter till that wisdom be 
confounded. 

" Oh 1 that none might be sent to London but those who 
are raised up in the life of truth, who dwell in the living 
power of God, whose words may have authority ; for there 
are so many to oppose and gainsay, that weak ones will 
suffer the truth to be trampled on ; and there are so many 
rude savage apprentices, and young people, and Ranters, 
that nothing but the power of the Lord can chain them. 
Dear heart, let none go to London but in the clear and pure 
movings of the Spirit of Life; that the blessing may rest 
upon them. And great is the harvest like to be in that 
city ; hundreds are convinced, and thousands wait to see 
the issue, who have persuasions that it is the truth. Many 
honest hearts are among the waiters, and some that have 
joined the Ranters are pretty i)eople. 

** The living power of God was made manifest to the 
confounding of all, and we carried above ourselves^ to the 
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astonishment both of ourselves and others ; we were made to 
speak tremblingly among them, in dread and much fear. 

" When I can hear where thou art, I must go to thee. 
Dear heart, pra}- for me and all with me, that we may be 
kept in the fear of the Lord, to the praise of His great 
Name. 

" The bearer hastens me, and I can now write no more, 
only my wife's and family's love to all Friends.* 

"Anthony Pearson." 

The writer of the above letter was one of no ordinary 
mental distinction ; he was a learned man and a close rea- 
soner, possessing a comprehensive understanding and, as 
before stated, much legal knowledge; these gifts being 
brought into active use in the Lord's vineyard, made their 
possessor conspicuously useful as a Quaker controversialist. 
He is often mentioned in connection with the efforts and 
controversies of the early Friends, as one who did much to 
prove the anti-Christian character of tithes. In 1657 he 
published the " Great case of Tithes — a treatise addressed 
to the Farmers and Husbandmen of England." It is still 
extensively circulated by Friends as an anti-tithe tract. It 
develops the history of tithe, its absence from the early 
Christian Church, its first introduction, and the opposition 
it met at various eras. 

In that work Pearson travels, in a brief but masterly 
manner, through early Church history down into English 
history, and down into the consideration of the legal diffi- 
culties and obligations which encompassed the case. But 
the question about the duty of providing a maintenance 
for Oospel missionaries or preachers, who devote all their 
time, or so much of it as precludes them from realizing a 
suitable maintenance, is neither solved nor attempted in 
this tract. It is only clerical and priestly assumptions, and 
the impost of enforced tithes, which are discussed and 



* Qrf^'nal in Devonshire House Collection of Swarthmoor MSB. 
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proved to be un-Christian both from their history and their 
character. 

The early Friends were not unmindful that the command 
of the Lord Jesus, " Freely ye have received, freely give," 
is accompanied by the plain declaration that the spiritual 
labourer is to be furnished with all things necessary to his 
physical comfort by those among whom he labours. They 
recognized this obligation, and faithfully acted upon it- 
But they also recognized the " heresy of a human priesthood" 
under the Christian dispensation, and along with it the com- 
pulsory taking of one-tenth of the fruit of the husbandman's 
toil for its maintenance. 

During the short period of the parliamentary government 
that intervened between the death of Cromwell and the 
restoration of Charles the Second, we find Anthon}' Pearson 
and other Friends petitioning against tithe. It seems also 
to have been suggested that same other national arrange- 
ment be made for the support of the ministry instead of tithe. 
Thus, in a letter from Alexander Parker to Margaret Fell, 
dated London, 9th mo., 1659, is the following postscript: 
— " Here are many Friends out of the country in this citj', 
as Qervase Benson, Anthony Pearson, Thomas Aldam, &c. 
They deliver the subscription against tithes to-morrow, if 
they can, to Parliament.''* In another letter from Edward 
Billing, written about six months after the above, this 
paragraph occurs : *' The Parliament have declared that the 
priests' maintenance shall be by way of tithes ; and that 
they will govern according to law. Till now tliey had 
pretended, at the least, to regulate the law, and that the 
priest should have his tithe [only] till another maintenance 
could be found."f 

At an early period of its organization, the Society of 
Friends was accustomed to call for voluntary subscriptions. 



♦ Pee Barclay's "Letters of EarlyFriends/' page 71. 
t Ibid., page 77. 
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in order to raise funds for defraying necessary expenses 
of the Church. Beautifully and nobly did our forefathers 
fulfil their duty in that respect. As good stewards, they 
dispensed wisely in Christian love that which was entrusted 
to them by the great Giver. An epistle from Margaret 
Fell, of a very early date, is now before me, which shows 
how earnestly she entered into the question of general and 
generous contributions. With a careful. Christian over- 
sight, when she perceived the weight was not duly diffused, 
she wisely interposed, that all might understand the neces- 
sities of the body ; and that the few most open-handed, open- 
hearted, who in their love and zeal would give, and give, 
and give, rather than ask from others, might not be suffered 
to bear an undue proportion. 

The epistle is addressed thus : — " To all my dear brethren 
and sisters which are in the light, and are childi*en of the 
light." The writer then dwells at considerable length on 
the apostolic figure of the human body, and its indvidual 
members, as t3q)ifying the Church of Christ composed of 
spiritual members as various as are the corporenl members 
— in the one case, as in the other, each member, being 
important to the well-being of the whole. She reminds 
them that " each is to love one another, and be serviceable 
to one another, that each one may be made willing to suffer 
for the body's sake, and where one member suffers, that 
the other members may suffer with it." Proceeding thus : — 

"You cannot be unmindful or ignorant of the present 
sufferings and service of many meml>ers of the body in 
this our day, which are in bonds, in imprisonment, and 
enduring hard persecution and tyranny. Others are sent 
forth on the service of the Most High as lambs among 
wolves, and made willing to give their backs to the smiter 
— ^}'ea, to lay down their lives for the body's sake. Oh I 
that each particular member of the body may be sensible 
of the hardships and suffering of others, and be serviceable 
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in their place in what the Lord requires ; remembering 
those that are in bonds as bound with them I 

" Our Friends in Westmoreland have borne the heat of 
the day — many have been sent forth into the service from 
thence, which has caused the burden to be heavy on the 
rest thereabouts. Most of all our friends at Kendal — our 
dear brethren, George Taylor and Thomas Willau [in 
particular] — have been very serviceable to the whole body, 
to those that have been sent forth into the ministry, and to 
them that have suffered imprisonment. [They have also 
advanced] money for books and several other things. 
Knowing at this time that they are out of purse, I see in 
the unchangeable light of God that all who are of the body 
ought to administer freely according to their ability, as 
they have received of the Lord, that there may be some 
money in a flock for disbursing either to Friends that go 
forth into the service or to prisoners' necessities. I am 
moved of the Lord to acquaint you with it, that in your 
several meetings .in this part of Lancashire and Westmore- 
land, excepting the town of Kendal, and at the several 
meetings in Cumberland, that it be gathered and sent to 
Thomas Willan and George Taylor, to be disbursed 
according as the Lord requires, and that the burden may 
not lie upon them more than others. 

" So may God Almighty keep you in Ilis everlasting love 
and unity I Your dear sister in the unchangeable trutli, 

" Margaret Fell.* 
"1C54" 

Care for the necessities of all the members of their church 
marked the Friends from the first. Gerard Croese, the 
Dutch contemporary author before referred to, speaks of 
of that chaiacteristio thus: "Their .most conspicuous 

♦ The above is extracted from the original document in the pos- 
session of Mary Thimbeck, of Bristol, a descendant of Margaret 
Fell. 
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virtue was diligent love, care, and watchfulness, over those 
of their faction, especially as to religious concerns. As to 
the ordinary actions of human life, they were free from 
pride or ostentation. They were affable, familiar, and 
bountiful to those of an inferior station. They were merci- 
ful, liberal, and compassionate to the miserable and afflicted, 
either in body or mind ; every one helped another either 
with his substance, counsel, or assistance as his capacity 
allowed, and the necessity of his neighbour required, so that 
none of them wanted for anything. Their chiefest care and 
business was so to accommodate all their actions, as that 
they might seem not to introduce any new upstart religion ; 
but to resemble the ancient primitive church, imitating 
their simplicity, gravity, and virtuous demeanour. B3' all 
which it came to pass that many were added to them, 
every body being astonished at the singularity of their car- 
riage. I am myself acquainted with a very learned worthy 
man who having heard such things of them, had the curi- 
osity to undertake a voyage to England, in order to satisfy 
himself of tiie verity of what was reported. After he had 
arrived there, and had conversed with them and had seen 
their actions, which far surpassed his expectations, he was 
so much taken with them that he forthwith yielded himself 
a member of their Society. But the rest of the world who 
did not join with them abhorred them and all their actions ; 
believing all their fair pretences to be but shows disguised 
with smooth countenances and deceitful words, insomuch 
that they would not hear nor be witnesses to any of their 
doings.*'* 

The case of Margaret Fell's friend, Thomas Aldam, 
illustrates the extreme measures to which judges and 



* The work of Croese was originally written in Latin, and dedi- 
cated to Nicholas Witscn, Burgomaster and Senator of Amsterdam. 
It was translated into English, and published in England in 1696, 
from which edition I quote. 
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magistrates oflen proceeded against those who in courts of 
justice maintained their scruples against taking off their 
hats. That which in the first instance led to his imprison- 
ment, arose out of something he said to a clergyman which 
the latter disapproved, therefore impunged as blasphemy, 
and had him taken up. The particulars of their conversa- 
tion are not recorded, but the charge being ultimately 
deemed untenable and abandoned by the clergyman's own 
friends, we may rest satisfied he had said nothing wrong. 

When the assizes at York came round the prisoner was 
placed at the bar ; but before entering on the case the Judge 
observing he had his hat on, ordered him to take it off. 
Thomas Aldam, instead of doing so, attempted to explain 
his reasons for not uncovering his head, the Judge forth- 
with denounced him for contempt of court, and for that 
offence condemned him to pay a fine of forty pounds, a sum 
which in that day was probably equal to 150 or 200 pounds of 
the present currency. Aldam declining to pay the fine, he 
was ordered back to prison without the charge on which he 
had been originally incarcerated being heard at all. After 
he had lain in prison ten months, his brother took up the case 
and carried a letter from him to Judge Parker, and also 
called on the neighbouring magistrates to interfere. Thomas 
Aldam sa^'S, in his letter to Margaret Fell, that the next 
day the magistrates came to him in the castle : 

** Four of them," says he, " did draw out a discharge and 
brought it into the castle garth ; and two of them came 
with it and sent for me, and told me they had given me a 
discharge for the offence of speaking to the priest. But 
they also told me I must enter bond to be bound to good 
behaviour. I told them the Lord had bound me by His 
righteous law written in my heart, to owe nothing to any 
man but love, and an}' other bonds were needless. Neither 
was I free to become bound unto them when the Lord had 
bound me to love my neighbour as myself. Then they said 
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they would take my word. I told them peace was to be 
with what the Lord cried peace to, but there was no peace 
to the wicked. And as the Lord did call me to testify 
against that which there was no peace to, I was to obey God 
and not man. So they went their way and told me they 
would take my word. All this they did to quit themselves 
before men — quitting me of the first charge when they had 
me fast prisoner under the second. 

"Many tempters came to me from those men called 
Justices, who told me that the Justices would use means to 
get the Judge to take otf the fine and set me at liberty, if I 
would but submit myself to him and them. But the Lord 
was pleased to keep me by His Almighty power from 
putting confidence in man, and enabled me to stand stead- 
fast in Ilis will whether I be brought forth out of these 
outward bonds, yea or nay, and therein I have peace. 

" My brother desired an answer to my letter to John 
Parker (the Judge), but he replied that he could see no 
submission at all in my letter, but that I seemed resolute 
in my opinion, and if I would not submit to them my fine 
must rest, and I might sigh till I had paid it. Towards 
the latter end of the assizes I put up a petition for justice, 
and sent it lo the sheriff, desiring him to present it. It was 
as follows ; — 

To the noble Hugh Peathelly placed to be a magistrate to 
do Justice. 

*' I desire that I may find so much favour from thee as to 
present this to the magistrates who are set up to judge 
according to the law of God, which is without respect of 
persons — not honouring the persons of the rich nor respec- 
ting the persons of the poor in judgment. The law is for 
the punishing of the evil doer and for the praise of those 
that do well. I have been ten months here a prisoner, and 
could never see my accusers face to face, nor have any 
traverse with them. I desiie that my case may come to a 
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hearing before the Bench or Court to know what I am 

accased of, and that my accusers may be brought face to 

face with me, that I may have the privilege which is given 

to thieves and murderers, and not be ke|:>t in close hold 

contrary to the law of God or reason ; that my offence be 

made known, and that I suffer accordingly, or else be set at 

liberty. 

" The next day I was brought before the judge by means 

of the sheriff; not being suffered to go within the bar, he 

called to the jailor to take off my hat ; I answered that it 

was not my hat that could honour him, and then stood in 

silence. He called to the jailor, and bade him speak to me 

to know if I would submit to the Couil concerning my fine ; 

if so he would speak to me, otherwise I might go to prison. 

My answer to the jailer was, — I did submit to authority as 

it was of God. Ho said if I would not submit to the Court 

I must go with him, and then did force me away with him. 

And John Parker (called a judge) would not suffer me to 

stand before him, neither did he speak a word to mc ; he was 

angry with the sheriff that I was brought up. These wicked 

tyrants seek to keep truth in a hold, but the power of the 

Lord doth abundantly break forth to His everlasting honour, 

to whom be praises for ever. 

" There were three other brethren, my fellow prisoners, 

who were called up, but I cannot give an account of >Yhat 

was spoken to them. These outward bonds are as nothing 

to me through the love of the Father. I did receive thy 

letter as a token of thy love. 

" Thy dear brother in the Lord 

Thomas Aldam, 

Who thirsteth after the welfare of Zion. 

All my fellow-prisoners do salute thee 

in love — We are ten in number — we are 

in health — Farewell." 
"3nlMa, 1653." 

When the York magistrates and Judge Parker would do 
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nothing towards giving Thomas Aldam a fair trial, there 
was application made to a higher authority. In about seven 
months after the date of the above letter, when another 
assize had passed over without his ease being heanl, an 
order came from the Protector for his release. Thus he 
then writes to his friend Margaret Fell : — 

" There were two parchments came from London to com- 
mand them who my bod}' did keep in bonds to set me free, 
and to release me from the fine imposed upon me. There 
was one of the parchments had the broad seal, which they 
called a pardon for the fines. On the Tth day of the iCth 
month I was set out of bonds, and the 8th day in the 
morning [I was made to feel] that I was then to deliver a 
paper to the sheriff of York, who is newly put in, and to 
read it in his presence before I did depart from the city. 
To him I was to clear m}' conscience and to speak to that of 
God in his conscience ; and then to the mayor of York. 
The doors were all oi)en, and in the new sheriflTs chamber 
this pa^Kir was read aloud to him, many bailiffs who stood 
at the door hearkening, and his spirit was so bound down 
as not to gainsay anything written therein. He disowned 
the judgment of John Parker and said it was a hard thing 
done by him. He said he had nothing against me. Then 
through the town, to and fro, I went to s^xjak in the streets 
and finish mv testimony. From the citv I did afterwards 
depart in great peace ; praises be to the Lord for ever and 
ever!" 

The following letter explains the instrumentality through 
which Thomas Aldam^s release was secured. 

Anthony Pearson to Margaret Fell. 

****"! have returned from London, and with much 
difliculty have brought down a discharge for Thomas 
Aklam. I was with the Protector about it, and with the 
Attorney-General, the Commissioners of the Treasury, the 
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Commissioners of the Great Seal, the Barons of the Ex- 
chequer, as they are called, and with many other great men, 
before it could be finished — and few courts but heard of it. 
I believe it will be of much service, and give warning to all 
those that are judges to take heed not to do the like here- 
after. There was no way for getting his liberty bat to have 
a discharge under the broad seaL 1 had an order under the 
Protector's own hand, but that was not sufficient, for he 
signed three other papers, and seemed very ready to do it. 
He stood all the time I was with him with his hat off, which 
was much noised abroad, many being present. All the great 
men and judges then seemed desirous to have me come 
before them, and I had such ready despatch by them all as 
wa3 wonderful. The fees would have come near to twenty 
pounds, but I could not pay any fees, which made it the 
more strange however it was done ; only I gave something 
to clerks for parchment and wax, and some of their pains. 
I am this day going to York about T. A. his liberty, and so 
I intend to go on to my wife who hath desires to see George, 
and the next week we hope to return together to Balbj'. 
" My dear love to thyself and the Judge, and all your 

ikmily from 

" Thy loving Friend, 

" Anthony Pearson.'^ * 
"28th 9th Mo., 1654." 

It is pleasant to have even one such instance to relate as 
the above, of Cromwell's interference in promptly discoun- 
tenancinor the persecuting spirit of inferior officials. 

The following letter was written some time after Thomas 
Aldam's release : — 

Thomas Aldam to Judge Fell. 

" My dear friend, Judge Fell, — I write unto thee desiring 
that the Lord may keep thee by His everlasting power, that 

* From the Devanshire Iloose Swarthmoor MSS. 
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thou iiiayst stand in the counsel of the Lord, and beware of 
looking to the wisdom of the flesh to be thy counsellor. 
Stand free in the wisdom of God — His wisdom is foolishness 
to the workl, as it hath been ever. Oh, be thou valiant in 
the w^ork of the Lord — the righteous man is bold as a lion ; 
be valiant for truth upon the earth and tread upon all 
deceit. The heathen are in great rage about you through 
the deceitful clergy who hath the people in bondage. They 
arc blind in that they live in pride and oppression, teaching 
for the doctrine of Christ their own repetitions and the 
divinations of their own brain. 

" Dear Friend, there is a great trial near thee ; but re- 
member Satan oflered our Saviour all the Kingdoms of the 
world, saj'ing they were his to give to whomever be did 
please to give them, and how our Saviour did resist the 
tempter by the power of God in Him. The tempter will 
sa}' thou shalt lose honour, or it may be be will say thou 
wilt lose the favour of some great men of the earth, by 
owning the truth made manifest in such a poor despised 
people, whom all the world hates and are in an uproar 
against. 

" Oh, dear friend, for His everlasting truth's sake be not 
negligent in the work of the Lord. It is required of thee 
to do justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly before thy 
God. The Lord hath not called many rich, nor many 
noble, but He hath chosen the poor things and foolish things 
of the world to confound the wisdom of the wise. The 
wisdom of all men in tlie first nature is foolishness with 
God. Be thou faithful in thy place and cast down thy crown 
at the feet of Jesus. Thou must count all things but as 
dross and dung in comparison with Him. Earthly honour 
is but dust, gold and silver are but dross, all the pleasures 
and delights of the world are but vanity."* 



* From the original in the Devonshire House CoUoction. 
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About a 3'ear after Thomas Aldam's release from York 
Castle, Oliver Cromwell affecting to disbelieve tlie state- 
ments which the Friends placed before him of the great 
number of their brethren who were imprisoned, he and 
Anthony Pearson made a general visitation to the prisons 
throughout England. They took down the names and the 
particulars respecting the commitment of every Friend 
they found incarcerated. Then they waited on the Pro- 
tector, presenting the document and stating what they had 
seen. Finding liim determined not to interfere, Thomas 
Aldam took his cap from his head, and rending it, exclaimed, 
'' So shall the government of this nation be rent from thee 
and thy house ! " 

His missionary labour^ extended throughout England, 
Ireland and Scotland. His great zeal and earnestness were 
in no way damped by the numerous sufferings to which he 
was exposed in the course of his ministry. But at length 
his physical powers gave away, and looking back from the 
bed of death over his past labours, he exclaimed, with 
thankfulness and rejoicing in the Lord, '^ I am clear of the 
blood of all men." His son, who wrote an account of his 
beloved father's death, closes with the following remarks : — 
" When I remember the fervency of spirit which did attend 
him, and how when he had to take a journey he would call 
his wife and children together, and in great tenderness and 
humility bow his knees before the Lord, and pour out his 
supplications unto Him, desiring earnestly that the Lord 
might go with Him, and committing us unto His keeping, 
and what brokenness of heart was among us at such times, 
and how the love of Ood did abound, then can my soul 
Bay those were precious seasons never to be forgotten, but 
recorded, that we may tell our children, and tliat they also 
may declare when we are gone, how good the Lord hath 
been unto His people, and what great cause they hive to 
love Him and put their trust in Him ; that His name may 
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be renowned among our families so long as they shall have 
a being."' 

Thomas Aklam died in the year 1660, and his remains 
were interred in Friends' burial-ground at Warmsworth. 



CHAPTER VIII, 
1053—1663. 

Margaret Fell's Correspondence— IIer Letter to Colonel 
West on behalf of the persecuted Members of the 
Quaker Church— Letters to Imprisoned Friends — IIkb 
Correspondence with Francis IIowgill — His Death in 
Prison. 

To notice all the occasions on which Margaret Fell may 
he found coming nobly forward to cherish the persecuted 
and afflicted, would carry this narrative over far too exten- 
sive a field. I must, therefore, when beyond her own family, 
limit the notices of her widely-spread correspondence to 
persons or events which have some historical association. 
Comparatively few of her own letters arc extant. But the 
numerous epistles received from grateful friends who 
responded to her kindness, and communicated to her their 
joys and griefs, are the next best exponents of her expan- 
sive S3-mpathies, and haply the number of these which has 
been preserved is very great. But however largely tlie}' 
may be drawn on, lier own letters shall always be intro- 
duced in preference whenever they cau be had to illustrate 
the narrative. 

In the year 1653, Margaret Fell's youngest child wa!l 
boin, so that she had then a family fiom infancy upwards 
to superiutind and care for. With the Hall so frequently 
full of guests, and arrangements to organize for the accom- 
modation of such a household, no marvel that 3'oung Caton 
was highly valued as her amanuensis when letters on 
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business or ordinary inquiries had to be written. But 
words of hope and consolation were from hor own pen. 
To her sisters in Christian fellowship who were at home 
solitary or timid, whilst their husbands, their fathers, their 
sons, and their brothers, were confined in pestilential jails, 
she wrote to sympathize when she could not visit t!icm. 
And to the prisoners themselves she sent letters that 
pointed rejoicingly to their courage and trust in the Saviour, 
to patient endurance and ultimate triumph. 

Writing to Francis Howgill and other prisoners who 
were confined in Appleby Jail in 1653, she says : " You 
have peace, you have joy, you have boldness, you are above 
the world, standing in righteousness. Look not at the 
hard rocks, look not at the briars, nor at the thorns ; look 
not at the mountains, nor at the coldness, for well may all 
these be when there have been no vine-dressers, no plough- 
men — ^noneto dress the ground, — no seedsmen to sow the 
[heavenl}'] seed. The true seedsmen must not regard the 
weather, nor the winds that blow, but sow the seed before 
the winter. There is a winter time and there is a summer 
time ; a time to sow the seed and a time to reap. May the 
Lord give yon an understanding in all these things and 
keep you in His love." 

The extent of M. F.'s correspondence can only be judged, 
as before remarked, by the numerous letters she received, 
which, as religious mementoes, were preserved at Swartli- 
moor Hall during her lifetime, and from thence they have 
since been transmitted down to the present day. Among 
hundreds of letters addressed to her,'*' which are in the 
manuscript library at Devonshire House, there are only 
two or three of her own. Those she wrote to her children 
have chiefly reached me through their descendants. The 
editor of •' Letters of Early Friends " observes, " It is 



* There are upwards of 400 letters addressed to M. F. in the 
DevoDahiie House Collection aloue. 
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remarkable with what high esteem and Christian love 
Margaret Fell appears to have been regarded by our early 
and most eminent Friends ; she seems to have been gener- 
ally acknowledged as the faithful nursing-mother of the 
flock; and she often addressed them when they were in 
bonds, or otherwise tried, with letters of consolation and 
encouragement. It is also probable she contributed largely 
to the relief of their outward necessities." Yes, a faithful 
Christian nursing-mother she was indeed — as the letters of 
those she cherished and watched over with maternal love 
so abundantly declare. That was the mission in which she 
excelled much more than as a doctrinal writer. 

A packet of copies of epistles, some to the imprisoned 
Friends and some to Friends generally, which were written 
by Margaret Fell in 1653, 4 and 5, were published by her 
children after her death.* Tbey were found thus endorsed : 
— '' These epistles were written at the first appearance. of 
Truth amongst us when we were young in it. The light of 
Christ being our first principle, our minds being turned to 
it, we saw perfectly there was no safety nor preservation 
of us out of sin and transgression but as we abode in the 
light. And so, as we waited in it and dwelt in it, we came 
to witness a washing and cleansing by the blood of Jesus. 
And we came to discern betwixt the precious and the vile, 
betwixt the holy and the unclean, and betwixt the chaff 
and the wheat; and between those that served God 
and those that served Him not. Then we became very 
zealous for God and for His truth, and for the preservation 
of His peo[)le in the Truth. Our hearts became tender and 
we had pity for all pcople^s souls that remained in darkness. 
And we were moved to write often to Friends; our 
testimony was very much to the light of Christ in the 
conscience. For Christ saith * I am the light.' He also 



* The volume was edited by Thomas Lower, her son-in-law, and 
George Whitehead. 
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said, 'I am the way, the truth, and the life, and there are 
none who come to the Father but by me/ So here arc a 
few epistles preserved [that were written in that early 
time], but many more are wanting, tlie copies being lost 
with many otiier papers and letters that might have Ixicn 
serviceable. But if the Loi-d gives a blessing [these that 
remain] may be serviceable hereafter as they were to many 
heretofore. The truth is one and the same always. Though 
ages and generations pass away, one generation goes and 
another comes; yet the Word, and the Power, and the 
Spirit of the living God endures for ever and ever and 
never changes.* M. F." 

That endorsement is unmistakeable in its recognition of 
the Gospel plan of salvation by Christ, and sanctilication 
through the operation of the Holy Spirit. But Margaret 
Fell did not always so clearly express her religious views. 
The critical reader of the present day would probably 
often find fault with ambiguity and repetition, if he set 
himself to criticise some of her compositions. 

Along with the epistles was the copy of an earnest and 
spirited letter to her husband's and her own friend, Colonel 
West, who appears to have been in London, attending 
his parliamentary duties, when it was written. It is thus 
superscribed ; — 

To Colonel West, when he was a Member of Parliament in 
Oliver'^s daijs^ and when George Fox was prisoner 
at Carlisle in 1053. 

"Dear Friend, — My dear and tender love in the Lord 
Jesus presents itself unto thee, hoping in tlie Lord that 
thoa abidest in the Truth, and in the love of it, and of 
those that are sufferers for it. I am sure thou needest not 
be ashamed of it, for it shall stand when all the deceitful 
devices of man shall fall. Though all the powers of the 



* From the ooUection of M. F.*s writings, published in 1710. 
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earth combine together against the Lord and His anointed, 
yet will lie be glorified in Ilis saints and in the destruction 
of His enemies, as thej- shall find when it will be too late. 

" I sent thee a paper from my dear brother George, 
likewise the warrant b}' which the persecutors of the Truth 
did apprehend him, and I expected to have heard from 
thee before this concerning him. The judges at the assizes 
would not suffer him to come before them, but did revile 
and scoff him behind his back ; and gave encouragement 
to the justices to exercise their cruelty upon him. He was 
then in the jailer^s house during the assize week, and no 
friends were allowed to see him ; both Colonel Benson and 
Justice Pearson were denied, though drunkdards and lewd 
persons were Buffered to go in. 

*' The next day after the judges went forth, command was 
given the jailer that he should be put in the common jail 
among thieves and murderers, in the most odious place that 
ever man was put ; and there he is now. 

" Lawson, who is sheriff of the county, is his greatest 
enem}', and one of them that were the cause of his commit- 
ment, though he had not then [legal] power to act, being 
sheriff. But all such unjust actions are suffered and all 
such tyrants upheld by those in authority. Never was the 
like horrible blaspheming of God, and dissembling with 
Him, as in these days, hy those that profess in words [to 
reverence] God, and in all their actions fight against Him 
and His Truth. Oh I let them blush and be ashamed who 
fiilsely pretend that they stand for liberty of conscience 
and propagation of the Gospel, ^'ct keep these men in 
authority who lie in wait for an opportunity to betray them, 
whom the Lord sends forth to preach the everlasting 
Gospel 1 Some they stone, some they beat and shamefully 
cast into prison. Most of the jails in the North of England 
hath some Friends of Truth in them, as York, Carlisle, 
Appleby and Lancaster. 

" Now be ye jud^jes yourselves, ye pretenders to liberty 
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of conscience.* Consider what liberty you yonrselTes give 
to tender consciences. Oh! how dare you profess refor- 
mation, when cruelty and tyranny rules in the laud you 
govern ; look back and see if ever there was the like, under 
all the kings and bishops since Queen Mary's days, who 
burned the martyrs. 

*' Let the persecuting powers of the earth stand out as 
long as they can, the woe and the curse is upon them root 
and branch. They cannot escape the judgment of God ; 
for He is the same God that ever He was, and He will not 
give His glory to another. 

" Dear heart, I cannot but let thee know the cruelty of 
these tyrants. Oh these acts of theirs and their pretences- 
are odious to all who have but common honesty I That the 
State should pretend love to the Trutli, and yet suffer such 
things to be in force, that all such bloody persecutors may 
have their wills I 

** They intend banishment to George, or els^ to take away 
his life, if it be in their power at the sessions ; for the 
judges have left him to them to proceed against him accord- 
ing to the Act. Lawson was in hopes to have gotten his 
life taken away at the assizes, and gave out that he would 
be tried for his life. Though they had nothing at all against 
him but what they had got false witnesses to swear, and 
there was nothing they sware that is within the Act. Still 
they thirst for his blood ; and their wills will be their laws 
if the Lord do not prevent it by instruments that He will 
raise up. 

** Do what the Lord makes way for thee in ; for it :3 no 
man's strength or power that we look for, but that which 
comes from the Lord alone, who is the same to us that He 

* This prol ably alludes to the loud remonstrance of CromweU and 
his government against the cruelty and intolerance exercised hy the 
Papacy towards the Waldenscs — pleading in their case for liberty oC 
coosciencey and even raising a subscription for them in England, 
whUst their own jails wera crowded with the persecuted Quakers. 
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was to Daniel in the lions' den and to the three children in 
the fiery furnace. The same power [which delivered them] 
will yet deliver us out of the hands of all bloody perse- 
cutors. 

*' Now that T have let thee know how things are, I am dis- 
charged ; and let my Heavenly Father work as He will, 
and by whom He will. As thou act for the Truth thou 
shalt be preserved by the Lord of Truth; but if thou 
neglect any opportunity that is afforded thee, the Lord will 
require it at thy hands. 

** The}', the persecutors, shall find that the Lord of the 
vineyard is coming to look for fruits, and will reward every 
man according to his deeds. For the Keeper of Israel 
neither slumbers nor sleeps, but takes notice of all the 
actions, words, thoughts, and intentions of His enemies. 
Let them act what they can — their compass is known — 
their time is but short. 

* ***** So fare thee well. The Lord God of heaven 

and earth direct and keep thee in His fear, and in the love 

of His truth. So shalt thou escape the plagues that will 

come upon His enemies. . 

" Margaret Fell." 

What Christian courage, what true appreciation of those 
in power that admirable letter displays! Of the measures 
Colonel West took on its receipt, to draw ofiScial attention 
to the cruelty and injustice of which the letter complains, 
we are not informed. But from the journal of Fox we learn 
that Colonel Benson and Justice Pearson, when refused 
permission to see the prisoner, wrote a joint letter to the 
magistrates, priests, and people of Carlisle, concerning the 
injustice of his imprisonment and the cruelty with which 
he was treated by the jailer. To ascertain if their repre- 
sentations respecting the state of the prisoner and the prison 
were correct, the Governor consented to go with Pearson 
and examine the apartment where George Fox was confined* 
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" The Governor and Anthony Pearson," says Fox, " came 
down into the dungeon to see the place where I was kept, 
and understand what usage I had. When they came down 
to me, they found the place so bad and the savour so ill 
that they cried shame on the magistrates for suffering the 
jailer to do such things. They called the jailers into the 
dungeon, and they required them to find sureties for their 
good behaviour. The under-jailer, who had been such a 
cruel fellow, they put into the dungeon with me amongst the 
moss-troopers." He also says," Whilst I la}- in the dungeon 
at Carlisle, the report that was raised at the time of the 
assizes that I should be put to death was gone out far and 
near, insomuch that the Parliament then sitting (which I 
think was called the little Parliament) hearing that a young 
man at Carlisle was to die for religion, caused a letter to 
be sent down to the sheriff and magistrates concerning 
me." That letter most probably resulted from Colonel 
West's exertions, though unknown to George Fox. How- 
ever that may be, its influence, joined to the remonstrance 
and protest of the two magistrates, Benson and Pearson, 
produced a sensation among the other magistrates, and 
the clergy, that caused the Quaker prisoners to be liberated. 
Without any further pretence of a trial the prison doors 
were opened for them to walk out. 

That liberation, George Fox thus briefly notices : " The 
Lord's power came over tlie magistrates and they were 
made to set me at liberty." " After I was set at liberty I 
went to Thomas BewleyV, and there came a Baptist 
teacher to oppose me, and he was convinced." " This 
Baptist bad the inheritance of an impropriation of tithes, 
and he went home and gave it up freely." 

Francis Howgill and his friends, to whom Margaret 
Fell's letter of sympathy and encouragement already 
quoted was addressed, were soon after released from prison. 
The former proceeded, to Loudon with Edward Burrough 
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on the Lord's mission, whilst the ideas she had expressed 
were still sounding in his eur, and which are beautifully 
versified in the stanzas — 

" Sow, though the rock repel thee, 

In its cold and sterile pr de, 
Borne cleft there may be riven, 

Where the little seed may hide. 
Fear not, for some will flourish, 

And though the tares abound. 
Like the willows by the waters 

>Yill the scattered gra !n be found. 

** Work while Ihe daylight lasteth, 

Ere the shades of night come on, 
Kre the Lord of the vineyard cometh. 

And the labourer's work is done ; 
Watch not the clouds above thee ; 

Let the wild winds round Ihee sweep ; 
God may the seed-time give thee, 

But another hand may reap/' 

From London he thus wrote to his friend at Swarth- 
moor : — 

" We two are constrained to stay in this city, but we are 
not alone, for the power of our Father is with us ; and it is 
daily made manifest through weakness, even to the stopping 
of the mouths of lions, and to the confounding of the 
serpent's wisdom — eternal praises to Him for evermore I" 
" We receive letters every week from the prlsonera at 
Chester. The work of the Lord goes on gloriously in 
that county. There is [in that place] a precious seed ; and 
Anthony Pearson writes to us of the like in the county of 
Bishoprick (Durham). It is our reward to hear that the 
Lord is raising that up in power which was sown in 
weakness." 

A few months later, 21st of 3rd month, 1655, he writes 
thus : — 
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Francis Howoill to Margaret Fell. 

*• My dearly beloved Sister, — I know that it is thy joy 
to learn the prosperity of the work of the Lord ; that He 
may be exalted that hath chosen us to bear witness unto 
His glorious name, and to publish His love abroad, that all 
may come to know the way of eternal life. Truly the arm 
of the Lord is with us in wisdom, in strength, in power, in 
utterance, in boldness ; — so that I cannot but say : O 1 the 
infinite riches of His love and mercy which are inexpressible. 
Dear heart, praise the Lord on our behalf; and let all that 
know Him rejoice with us. 

" Pray for us, for our work is doubled, — our care is 
doubled, — but our strength is renewed. The work is 
great, and but few here are fitted for it. The last First-day 
there were ten meetings in the city and [nearly the whole] 
lieth on George Fox and us two. There are here a precious 
people — they grow in wisdom and life, and many are added. 
All the priests and the gathered congregations preach 
against us — arQ in great rage, print lies against us, and 
thus incense people much. Edward Burrough and I have 
usually two public disputes with the heads of them weekly, 
and they lose their members so fast they know not what 
to do." 

Francis Howgill again writes to Margaret Fell from 
Loudon, under date 5th month, 1655 : — ^** Thy letters I 
have received ; those to Oliver Cromwell are both delivered 
into bis hand. Ho is full of subtlety and deceit ; w ill speak 
fair, but hardens his heart, and acts secretly underneath. 
Host of our army is scattered, broken, and cast into 
prison." Then after mentioning those preachers who with 
himself were not 3'et imprisoned, he adds : — " The work of 
the Lord goes on notwithstanding. We have yet five or 
six meetings of Friends every First-day, beside two great 
pUccs for a threnhing-Jioor ; and we have set up a meeting 
ft little beyond Whitehall, near Westminster. Many are 
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coming in, many inquiring, and many are convinced dally. 
Glory and honour fv^r ever be to the Lord.'* 

Soon after tlie date of the above letter Francis Howgill 
and Edward Burrough left London, James Nayler and otlier 
preachers Laving there joined George Fox. They pro- 
ceeded to Swarthmoor Hall, and after a short rest in that 
hospitable mansion, they went on their mission to Ireland. 
From Dublin and Waterford and Cork, they both wrote to 
Margaret Fell, informing her of tlieir proceedings. 

After six or eight months' earnest labour, preaching the 
Gos} el among the inhabitants of the Irish metropolis and 
in most of the southern cities, they were expelled the 
nation by the peremptory command of Henry Cromwell, 
the Lord -Deputy. 

For the six succeeding years Francis Howgill sustained 
bis mission faithfully in preaching tliroughout England, 
sometimes at home in Westmoreland, sometimes abroad, 
sometinu'S accompanied by persecution, and sometimes 
amid peace and joy. 

Afer one of those occasions when persecution, and 
imprisonment had befallen him and his friend Thomas 
Robertson, Margaret Fell wrote to them thus : — 

Mabqaret Fell to F. H. and T. R. 

" Dear Brethren * * * * My so\il reacheth unto you, I 
cannot forget you, ye are fresh before me in the record of 
life, and the work and service tliat ye are in my soul longs 
after — that is the publishing the glad tidings to the poor, 
and liberty to the captive, that the prisoner might go free. 
O my dearly beloved brethren, my soul longs to behold the 
glorious liberty of the children of God. The infinite foun- 
tain of free love is set open to you ; that ye may freely 
call every one that thirsteth, Come, buy wine and milk 
without money. And you are made partakers of this free 
Gospel of Jesus, are made ministers of the Word, of His 
power and reconciliation. Ye arc debtors both to the 
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Greek and to the Barbarian, both to the wise and to the 
unwise, — so preach the Gospel freely that ye be free from 
the blood of all men. 

" We have heard of your imprisonment and of your 
releasing. The God of infinite power preserve you from 
the hands of unreasonable men. Let us hear from you, 
how ii is with you, and how the work of the Lord prospers. 

" Your dear sister, 

"M. Fell." 

In 1603 Francis Howgill was arrested in the town of 
Kendal and brought before the bench of magistrates, wlio 
promptly tendered him the oaths of allegiance and supre- 
macy, well knowing that he would not swear. Upon his 
refusal they committed him to Appleby jail. Being put 
on his trial, sentence of praemunire was passed against him, 
to which he replied — ^^ A hard sentenco for my obedience 
to the commands of Christ! The Lord forgive you all/' 

In prison he felt as he had felt when, many years before, 
writing to his friend at Swarthmoor, he said of himself 
and Edward Burrough : " We are not alone, for our Father 
is with us." That presence and its sustaining power was 
felt through all and to the very last. lie knew what it was 
to have joy and peace for his portion, even within the walls 
of a prison where he was to be confined for life. One of 
his epistles is thus dated : " From Appleby jail the place of 
my rest, where my days and hours are pleasant unto me.'' 
We are told that his meekness and Christian resignation 
gained him the esteem of the jailer and his family, as well 
as of tlie inhabitants of Appleby, many of whom were 
wont to refer their differences to his arbitration. 

After five years of imprisonment the end came, when the 
angel of death opened the prison doors and the ransomed 
soul ascended to its home on high. He died the 20th of 
First Month, 1669, in the fiftieth year of his age. 
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CHAPTER IX. 
i: 55— 1657. 

Edward Burrouoh — His Letters to M. P. — Banishment frok 
Ireland — Controversy with John Buntan — His Death — 
John Buntan's Release from Bedford Jail, through tub 

INSTRUMENTALITY OF THE QUAKERS — JOHN StUBBS— HiS L'lT- 

TER TO M. F. — M. F.'s Address to the Jews— Manasseth- 
Ben-Israel. 

Edward Burrouoh, the devoted friend of Francis How- 
gill, and for years his close companion in Gospel labour, 
was a younger man by several years. He was born at 
XJnderbarrow, in Westmoreland, about the year 1635. 
Hence he was only nineteen years of age when he joined 
Francis Howgill in the mission to London in 1654. But 
the hitter sa^^s of his friend, that he possessed the spirit of 
a man when he was but a child, and that as he advanced 
towards manhood his knowledge and understanding still 
kept far in advance of his years. " In natural disposition 
he was bold, manl}', and fervent, dexterous in accomplishing 
that which he undertook ; and what his hand found to do 
he did it with all his might/' When he was about seventeen 
years of age, he heard for the first time George Fox preach 
at XJnderbarrow. His heart was touched by the Divine 
power that accompanied the preacher, and becoming con- 
vinced of the soundness of Fox's doctrine, much to the 
dissappointment of his relatives, he joined the Friends of 
Truth, and soon after came forward among them as a miu- 
Lster. 

We are told " He was a diligent labourer, a breaker-np 
of the rough untilled ground ; — one who pressed through 
all opposition, not minding the briars and thorns that beset 
his path. Though often buffeted and in peril from un- 
reasonable mon, sufferings he did not regard, only the good 
of souls. He seldom allowed himself many hours' reposci 
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but made the LonVs work his sole business, and scarcely 
spent one week to himself in ten years." When, with 
Francis Howgill, he started for Ireland in 1G55, he was 
only twenty years of age. After about three weeks' united 
labour in Dublin, the former went southward, as indicated 
by the following letter, which, though not clearly dated, 
was written from Dublin, 1654 : — 

Edward Burrouqh to Margaret Fell. 

*' My dearl}' beloved Sister,— My soul is refreshed by the 
remembrance of thee — I salute thee in the fountain of life, 
at which I do drink with thee, and am daily nourished. But 
it is with heaviness of spirit I write unto thee, yea, with my 
eyes full of tears ; for I am separated outwardly from my 
dearly beloved brother F. H., who was my right-hand man 
in the war before whom many Philistines have fallen. And 
truly when I consider what the Lord hath done by us ray 
heart is broken : many glorious days we enjoyed, and many 
pleasant hours we had together, in dividing the spoil of the 
enemy ; for our hand was always strong in battle, and our 
ensign was lifted up above our enemies, even thousands 
have fallen on our right hand and on our left. But accord- 
ing to the will of Ood we are now separated ; he unto the 
west of this nation 100 or six score miles from Dublin, 
where I must stay a season, for aught I do see, — and truly 
under great suffering, for few here are that hunger after 
God, blindness and deafness hath possessed alL 

" I was glad that F. H. had so good an opportunity of 
passing on his journey ; he went with a cornet and some 
others who were very loving to us, and came to meetings 
while they stayed in the city. 

*' To all the family, and to the dear flock of Ood there- 
away, give our salutation. We have not had any letters 
firom you in the north, nor from London since we came ; wo 
have written to London, but have had no return ; here is 
a poet weeklji if the wind lie not wholly contrary. 
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" Let thy prayers be to the everlasting Father for u% 

that His dread may go along with iis, over all. Our parting 

was a heavy burden upon us both, especiall3'' in this strange 

nation ; but we saw it to be of God. As thou canst have 

opportunity write to us, it will make roe glad ; one face of 

a friend would rejoice my soul. Gladly would I hear of 

G. F. and J. N., and of the rest in the south, where I know 

the work of the Lord is glorious ; though some do rejoice, 

yet truly at present we are men of sorrows, — But resting 

in the will of our Ileavenly Father, 

" I am thy dear brother, 

« E. B." 

" Here is a Friend come from England, since I wrote this, 
from Oxford [Thomas Loe] who saith he was moved to 
come, and I believe it ; I am refreshed hy him." 

Edward Burrouqu to Marqaret Fell. 

** Watkupord, Sth 11th Mo.y 1655, 

" Sister beloved, whom I do remember with kindness, 
and of whom I am not forgotten ; — with my heart and soul 
I do salute thee. — We are joint heirs of the incorruptible 
inheritance in the Son, who in us liveth and worketh of 
His own will ; by whom we are what we are. Though far 
distant from one another, yet my love is hereby increased 
unto all the Children of Light. 

" Only two letters have I received from thee since I came 
out of England. I am now at Waterford City, where is a 
pretty people gathering into the fold. Two months was I 
in Dublin city, in the ministry of Christ, labouring in season 
and out of season ; my sufferings were not little in that 
place and I had none to bear the yoke with me in my 
[difficulties],— and 3'et I was not alone, but the Fatheriras 
with me in power, and wisdom, and boldness. It is a bad 
place [Dublin,] a very refuge for the wicked. I passed 
from it to this place, for our service lies only in great towns 



AND THEIR FRIENDS. 115 

and cities: generally the coantry is without inhabitants, 
except bands of mnrderers and robbers waiting for their 
prey, but from whom we are yet preserved.* 

^^ I had great opposition in this city ; five times opposed 
by the rulers, who are Baptists, and once was I tried for a 
vagabond, and once examined by them for a Jesuit; but 
to this day am I preserved, though walking as a bird 
among fowlers' snares, and as a dove which hath no mate — 
none unto whom I can open my cause, but the Lord my 
God only. 

*' About sixteen days was I at Kilkenny city, twenty 
miles from this, where I gave a warning to tlie inhabitants, 
and was twice among the Baptists ; one time by command 
from the Governor of the city was I haled out of their 
assembly rudely, in the manner of their generation ; yet a 
few there received our report. 

** I have not long since heard from my chiefest companion 
[F. H.] whose love salutes thee with mine. It is now four 
months since we parted at Dublin, and what I have said of 
suflerings and trials he can seal. We have been companions 
in tribulation and in patience, but are now in jo}- and 
rejoicing, hoping to see the end of our labour and the 
travail of our souls ; that we may bring in the [sheep] 
with us unto the fold, and return to our camp with vietoiy 
from our Lord. Though this nation be as the heath in the 
desert, yet there is a seed and a remnant for whose sake 
we are sent. He is about Cork, and Kinsale, and Bandon, 
sixty or eighty miles from this place ; he had written for 
me to come that way if I had freedom, for there was service. 
But 3'et I have not had freedom to leave these parts, for 
liere is a harvest and but few labourers ; a war is begun in 
this nation, and but very few on our part to manage it. 

*' Of all our work and labour which is doubled upon us 

♦ The coiwequenceB of a desolating war, not then raging, l)ut from 
the effects of which the country was still sufferlug. 
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sinco we parted, have we a reward unto our bosoms. Our 

joy will be more enlarged to hear that the war prospers in 

[England]. Write and let us know, that we may partake 

with you in your rejoicing; and assuredly 3'ou may praise 

the living God on our behalf, 

" Here is a great want of books that might be serviceable 

in spreading forth the Truth. Now I leave it to thee, my 

dear sister, whatever way tliou seest best, that some books 

be sent to this land ; — this much was upon me to mind thee 

in general, with my dear love. I desire my salutation to 

all the Children of Light ^ &c. 

" Edward Burbough." 

During a period whilst Henry Cromwell was Lord-Deputy 
in Ireland, the Baptists were especially favoured by him, 
and consequently were numerous. Many, from the hope 
of place and favour, made profession as Baptists, who 
really cared only for court patronage. 

Edward Burrough did not scruple to speak out strongly 
against some of their practices and also some of their 
doctrines. As many of the officers in the army seemed to 
be attracted to the Friends' meetings, the Lord-Deputy 
became uneasy and annoyed, — for thus, in writing to Lon- 
don to Secretary Thurlow, he says — *' The Quakers begin 
to grow in some reputation in the county of Cork ; their 
meetings being frequently attended by Colonel Phaj^re, 
Major Wallis, and most of the chief officers thereabouts. 
Sor/.e of our soldiers have been perverted by them, and 
amongst the rest his Ilighness's cornet to his own troop is 
a professed Quaker ; Major Hadden, the Governor of Kin- 
sale, is also I fear going that way."* — February 16th, 
1655-50. 

Secretary Tiiurlow writes in reply : — 

'• I thank your lordship for yours of the 6th instant; 



♦ Thurlow 's State Papers^ vol. iv., p. 506. 
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that was the first that mentioned anything of the Quakers 
in Ireland. They arc a people who are much grown 
here in numbers." — February r2th, 1655-6. 

" His Highnesses cornet " that Henry Cromwell speaks 
of, is, doubtless, the person whom Edward Burrough men- 
tions as having attended their meetings in Dublin, and 
afterwards with whom Francis Howgill went southward. 
The same also who is spoken of in Rutty 's History of 
Friends in Ireland as ^^ Edward Cook, a man of great 
p:irts, a comet of horse in Oliver Cromwell's own troop." 
^^ He embraced the Truth with his whole heart, and retained 
it; was given up to serve the Lord, and lived and walked 
under the cross of Christ Jesus, ir great self-denial to the 
world, its glory and greatness, to his d3ing day. He laid 
down his head in peace with Qod and sweet unity with 
trne-hearted Friends." 

The ruling powers, both military and clerical, it seems, 
became, at length, thoroughly alarmed by the interest 
awakened in Ireland b}' these Quaker preachings. For 
thus Major Redman, M. P. for Carlow, writes from Kil- 
kenny to the Lord-Deputy, with reference to carrying out 
orders against the Friends : — 

These to his Excellency^ the Lord General Cromwell, at 
Court-housCy Dublin^ humbly presented. 

Haste! Haste I Haste I 

" May it please your Excellency, — Captain Franks and 
m^'self were at Waterford, according to your order, when 
there met there about one hundred Quakers and more, 
besides the parties of them that were going thither, being 
ten or twelve in a company. I ordered our parties of horse 
and foot to turn them back again, which otherwise would 
I judge have increased their number to about 200. There 
was not an}' disturbance at all, only they met all in a great 
bam, where Justice Cook, Colonel Leigh, and sevornl 
others, spent at least two hours cnileavouring to convinca 
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them of their follies, but to little purpose. Comet Cook 
was very zealous amongst them to defend their opinions. 
I advised Colonel Leigh not to permit any more such 
considerable numbers, either of them or any of their 
adherents, to meet within that city."* 

Francis Ilowgill, in a letter to Margaret Fell, evidently 
written from Cork, but without date, tells her : — "A com- 
pany of priests have gone up and procured a warrant or an 
order from Dublin, and sent it to the governor at Kiosale, 
and another to Colonel Phayre, Governor of Cork, and they 
sent down divers questions to ask me. The order was 
general to take up all Quakers, and send them to Dublin, 
which is 120 (Irish) miles off. I was at Kinsalc, at one of 
the governors' houses, when it came, and the Governor of 
Cork sent a letter privately [for me] to come thither. I 
am in that city at present ; but none, I think, will meddle 
unto whom the commission was sent. Major Stoding is 
turned out of commission of the peace upon this account, 
and it is like Ihey will do so with Colonel Phayre ; but he 
is noble, and saith more is done [already] by the Quakers 
than all the priests in the county have done for a hundred 
years." 

We do not hear of either Howgill or Burrough being 
imprisoned on that occasion (though many Friends in Dub- 
lin were) ; but both of these resolute unflinching English 
preachers were banished by order of the Lord-Deput}' from 
the kingdom of Ireland. 

In 1G57 Edward Burrough came out in earnest antag- 
onism against the celebrated Jo m Bunyan's warnings and 
assertions about the doctrines of the Quakers. Burrough 
wrote a rejoinder, entitled, " Truth the strongest of all," in 
vindication of the Christian principles held by the Friends. 
At that time he was still a very young man, only twenty- 
two ; and Bunyan, his antagonist, though eight years his 



♦ From the Lansdown MS8., 823— No. 869. 
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Benior, 'was younger than he in Christian experience. But 
the accusations, and also the replies of both, indicate what 
in this day we should consider a lamentable want of Chris- 
tian charity and true appreciation of each other. Banyan's 
theological views and peculiar experience caused him to 
misapprehend the doctrines of the Quakers, and Burrough 
regarded his reiterations as wilful untruth. Both arc 
positive and severe against each other, and against all 
religions teaching and Scriptural constructions that do not 
suit their own preconceived ideas, or fit into their indi- 
vidual experience. I have not Bunyan's two treatises to 
consult, to each of which Burrough replied, but it may bo 
safely assumed from the quotations and the^views the 
latter combats, that Bunyan grossly misrepresented the 
principles of the Quakers on vital points. He misrepre- 
sented, doubtless, because he misunderstood them, and he 
would not retract when assured by his opponent that his 
statements were false, because his mind still adhered to the 
first impression that had taken hold of it. However, there 
was one, but it seems only one of his first assertions, wiiich 
was not reiterateil, and that was respecting the Quakers 
and the Ranters being alike. Burrough declared there 
was no more union betwixt them than betwixt light and 
darkness, good and evil, and defied Bnnyan to prove his 
assertion. Of this we may be certain that all Edward 
Burrough said (and he said it in terms that Christians of 
our day would not use in discussing religious (luestions) — 
all he said failed to eradicate Banyan's false views of 
Quaker doctrines, for they were repeated in a work written 
after the death of Burrough. It is evident that ]>oth of 
them adopted and continued to entertain false conceptions, 
not only of each other^s principles, but of their integrity. 
Thanks to the Lord for the experience of two centuries 
of growing religious freedom of thought and of discussion, 
which has taught the Christian world that men's con- 
sciences and judgments arc i>ot to be thus carried by storm. 
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That experience 1ms taught the various sects to practice 
more Christian courtesy, and has shown them somewhat 
of the Divine beauty of charit}', and the absolute necessity 
of Christ's disciples cultivating it. Blessed be the all-seeing 
eye of our God which penetrates Q\QTy heart and sees 
clearly all conditions. His Divine hand errs not in minis- 
tering to us the discipline, the comfort, and the strength 
that eacii and all require for the work assigned them. To 
Him we can always look with a certainty that we are indeed 
understood. But that unerring power of spiritual vision 
is a Divine capacity — one that belongs not to man, and 
therefore we must, if we feel aright, have charity for each 
other's misapprehensions, even when these misapprehen- 
sions lead to unjust conceptions of our own principles. 

During tlie persecution of the Quakers which succeeded 
the rising of the Fifth monarchy men, Ed wait! Burrough 
was seized whilst in the act of preaching among his Friends 
in one of their London meeting-houses. He was committed 
to Newgate, along with upwards of 120 other Friends. In 
the overcrowded sta'.e of the jail, deprived of sufScient 
air, and almost eviry common necessary which human 
existence requires, many of them were carried off by sick- 
ness. Among these was Edward Burrough. He died in 
his twenty-eighth year, near the close of 1662. Strong in 
faith, hope, and joy in the Lord, his earthly career termi- 
nated in a prison, from whence the emancipated soul 
ascended to realms of eternal bliss. 

In the year IGCO, John Bunyan himself was imprisoned 
in Bedford Jail for nonconformity to the re-established 
Episcopacy. He remained a prisoner twelve years, till, 
in 1072, when his name, with those of a few other Dissen- 
ters, was, by the active interposition of the Friends who 
were managing the case, inserted in the royal patent, 
granted for the liberation of the Quakers ; and thus the 
celebrated author of the *^ Pilgrim's Progress " owed his 
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liberation to the instrumentality of those whose principles, 
however unconsciously, he has flagrantly traduced. 

A wide-spread idea exists respecting Dr. Barlow, Bishop 
of Lincoln, having been the person who procured Bunyan's 
deliverance from prison. His life, published by the Relig- 
ious Tract Society, and some other biographies of Bunyan, 
have given currency to this statement. Probably the 
Bishop favored the release of the prisoner when the matter 
was laid before the King, though he was not the main 
instrument in procuring it. The facts, as above narrated, 
are proved by the patent deed granted by Charles II. to 
the Quakers, in which John Bunyan's name was inserted, 
and which deed is still preserved in Devonshire House, 
London, with the other old records of the Society of 
Priends. 

George Whitehead and Ellis Hooks were the two Friends 
stationed in the metropolis who acted as a central commit- 
tee in getting up the document ; and, having inserted in it 
all the names of the imprisoned Friends furnished by their 
brethren throughout the nation, when the work approached 
completion, George Whitehead advised that a few other 
Dissenters, who also were imprisoned for matters of con- 
science, should petition the King for leave to have their 
names inserted along with the Quakers. They or their 
friends did so, and by royal permission they were accord- 
ingly included, by Ellis Hooks, and their liberty was thus 
secured. 

Two letters to the mistress of Swarthmoor which relate 

to that ro^'al patent, the originals of which are also preserved 

among the Friends' records at Devonshire House, I insert 

here, though far in advance of the dates of other letters in 

this chapter. 

Ellis Hooks to M. F. 

London 13th 6th Mo., ir,72, 

" Dear M. F — ♦ ♦ * » j received thy letter, dated the 

first of this month, wherewith I was much refreshed. The 
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weakness of my body is such that it makes the exercises I 
meet with much more iiard [so that] I am often ready to 
fall by reason thereof. 

'* George Whitehead and myself have been much employed 
this summer in the business of the prisoners' liberty ; it is 
such a troublesome business to go through as I have not 
met with. It lies now in the Secretary's hands, ready 
signed by the King, and wants only dating. I have 
engrossed it once already, and it contains six of the largest 
skins of parchment I could get. I must engross it once 
more for the Signet Office ; from thence it is to go to the 
Crown Oflice, or Patent Office, and to be engrossed in 
Chancery hand, when I suppose it will take at least twelve 
skins. If we could once get it passed the Signet and Privy 
Seal, I hope it would soon be done ; in the meantime we 

must attend in patience. 

* * ♦ ♦ * 

" Thy Friend, 

" E. H." 
Ellis Hooks to M. F. 

** London, Ut of 8th Mo. {10th Mb.) 1672. 
" Dear M. F. — * * * * This is chiefly to acquaint thee 
that now our business, which George Whitehead and m^'- 
self have taken so much pains and care about this summer, 
is accomplished, and under the Great Seal, tiyo duplicates 
of the same under the Great Seal also. The original contains 
eleven skins of parchment. There are about 500 persons 
contained in it. How we shall dispense it to the several 
counties, as yet we arc not fully resolved ; but expect that 
a letter from the King's principal secretary to the respec- 
tive sheriffs signifying the pardon may be effectual to dis- 
charge them. 

9|e :|e 4e 4e 4t 

" E. H." 

It was whilst John Bunyan was a prisoner in Bedford 
Jail that he wrote " Grace abounding to the Chief of Sin- 
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ners," a little book which,! doubt not, has done much good, 
and trust will yet be read to the edification and comfort of 
generations to come. But surely that portion which so 
much misrepresents the principles of the Society of Friends 
should not go forth as it has heretofore gone — without 
contradiction, note, or comment I Thousands of copies are 
now in circulation, millions of readers it must have had for 
the last 200 years, and most of these, doubtless, read with 
full belief what its author says of the '^ abominable things 
fomented by the Quakers.'' Justice to that society demands 
that they who hereafter republish the work in question, 
examine into the statements made therein respecting Quaker 
principles, and either omit them altogether, or contradict 
what is untrue. 

The next of Margaret Fell's friends to be introduced, 
whose correspondence tends to illustrate the history of the 
period, is John Stubbs. Whilst in the army he had been 
convinced of the truth of the doctrines preached by George 
Fox. Finding his religious convictions and his duties as a 
soldier at variance, he retired from military service in the 
year 1654, when all who remained in the army were obliged 
to take the oath of allegiance to Oliver Cromwell. On that 
occasion John Stubbs, with several others, having declared 
their conviction that Christ's command against swearing 
included every sort of oath, and therefore they could not 
swear for anj' consideration, they were suffered to retire. 
George Fox speaks of him thus : — " John Stubbs became a 
good soldier in the Lamb's war. He was a faithful minister 
of Christ Jesus, travelling much in the service of the Lord, 
in Holland, Ireland, Scotland, Italy, Egypt, and America; 
and the Lord's power preserved him out of the hands of 
the Papists ; though many times he was in great danger of 
the Inquisition." Sewel tells us " John Stubbs was a man 
skilled, not only in Latin, Greek, and Ilebrew, but also in 
the Oriental languages." His abilities ns a linguist were 
sometimes useful to his Swarthmoor friend, as may be 
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inferred by the following letter to M. F, It is the earliest 
epistle of his that I have met with anywhere. The original, 
in J. S/s writing, is in the Shackleton Collection : — 

John Stubbs to Margaret Fell. 

London, 4th day qf the 7th Mo.^ 1657, 

" Dear Margaret, — I may well call thee so upon true 
ground, which is sure and stedfast. 0, how often in my 
distress hath the Lord raised one up to minister in season 
to me, both by word and by writing ! Not only so, but 
many times in heavenly visions thou hast been made a 
messenger to me to proclaim glad tidings to my weary 
soul, as I have heretofore specified unto thee ; but since I 
heard [or parted] from thee last I have enjoyed this un- 
speakably. [A few words follow which are not legible.] 
Blessed be thou of the Lord for this eve 1 lasting message 
to me, and for the glad tidings which thou hast brought 
unto me from the Lord. Truly He hath made thee — even 
thee, as Ills angel and messenger these two times to j^ub- 
lish peace unto me. * * * * 

Thy letter of the ITth of the 6th mo. I received upon the 
6th day of Tth month in Gerrard Robert's house. It was 
welcome unto me for thy love and tenderness, I am 
satisfied it is as thou speaks, of Samuel's going — and thy 
exhortations thereon are to be observed. It is the same 
what the light hath for some time past cleared, but he will 
not let it be known unto me that he sees any clearness of 
goi]]g with me, but tells me he knows not but something 
ma}' be upon him to the Jews of Amsterdam in Holland. 
But he thinks he cannot conveniently go till about that 
time they call Michaelmas. Ue says he believes there is 
service for him in England. I dare not but think well of 
him for the Lord's sake * * * [not clear] ♦ * ♦ 
but this I know, I am to wait to submit to the will of the 
Most Blessed for ever. I have made but little speech of 
it to any, though it hath been propounded * ♦ ♦ [ob- 



AND THEIR FRIENDS. 125 

literated] * * ♦ Things are in measure so that if he 
should not go I hope the Truth shall not suffer. I once 
was free to tell him in much fear that if he did not go he 
would suffer loss ; and he tells me that word sticks close 
to him. His wife is weak in body, and no likelihood of 
recovering. 

" Thy book, * The Second Call to the Seed of Israel ' was 
awhile ago finished. As he hath opportunity he goes on 
with the Hebrew which at first is difiScult ; also thj' epistle, 
it is finished. I have them both in Latin. 1 intend to 
have them printed in one volume in Holland ; to wit, the 
Hebrew copy, and the other two in Latin. 

'^ My service (in England) is likely to be in Buckingham- 
shire for the time I stay. I desire thee to let me know 
whether thou wilt have the books printed and bound up in 
one volume or severally. I can send to William Caton 
according to thy direction, but I put off till I could hear 
from them about all. 

" I dare not stop my wife's coming to me, neither pro- 
mote her in it, but humbly leave it to the Lord and to her 
own measure [of spiritual perception], and to thee, and 
to the Children of the Light, and to whom it may concern, 

to judge. 

" Farewell, 

" John Stubbs." 

Thus directed outside, — " To the hands of Margaret Fell, 
at Swarthmoor, Lancashire, this deliver. Leave this at 
George Taylor's shop in Kendal, to get it speedily sent as 
above said. Kendal in Westmoreland." 

Throe of the largest of Margaret Fell's publications came 
out in 1656 — T. Two of them are to the Jews. The first 
was entitled, *'The Call of the Jews out of Babylon." It is 
addressed to Manasseth-Ben-Israel, and through him to the 
Jewish nation. The second is " A Loving Salutation to 
the Seed of Abraham among the Jews, wherever they are 
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scattered up and down on the Face of the Earth." The 
third was, ** A Touchstone for all Professions. A Trial bv 
the Scriptures who are the False Prophets which are in 
the World.'' It appears to he of these three works that 
John Stubbs speaks in his letter, as having had the one 
translated into Ilcbrew, and the other two into Latin. 
Manasscth-ljen-Israel, to whom the first was addressed, 
was a learned Jewish rabbi, a native of Lisbon, from 
whence his father and his family had been banished by the 
Inquisition. At the time of which we speak, Manasseth 
had the direction of the S3'nagogue in Amsterdam, and was 
universally regarded as the most distinguished man of the 
Jewish people in that age. 

In 1('5G he visited England, was well received by Crom- 
well, whom he wished to influence in favour of the banished 
Jews. However, tlie Protector did nothing to promote his 
object. His English visit, and his sensible arguments in 
favour of his people, probably suggested to Margaret Fell 
to dedicate to him her address to the Jews. He was a 
merchant as wtU as a rabbi ; wrote much, and kept up a 
printing press for his own and his people's use. He main- 
tained that he was directly descended from David, king of 
Israel, and it was said that he expected the Messiah through 
his fa rail}'. Though full of zeal for the maintenance of the 
Jewish worship, he was well acquainted with some of the 
most distinguished Christian writers of his time, whom he 
met on friendly terras. 

Such was the man through whom Margaret Fell desired 
to send abroad over continental Europe, her address to the 
Jews. We have no knowledge as to its progress or success. 
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CHAPTER X. 

1655—1660. 
Jaices Natleb as a Preacher — ^Letters to Margaret Fell 

RESFECTIKO HiM — Illfl IlirRISONMI^T — CONDEMNATION — RES- 
TORATION — ^Death. 

James Natler was the first imprisoned Friend who 
claimed Margaret Fell's benevolent care. We may remem- 
ber her allusion to his imprisonment in her letter to her 
hasband in 1652. His subsequent melancholy declension 
is a humiliating record ; nevertheless it contains a warning 
that should not be lost. Although the extravagant spirit 
of the times imparted an intensit}', and appearance of 
fanaticism, to some of the transactions, not likely to be 
repeated in a more sober age, jet the same sort of idolatrous 
admiration then manifested towards a popular minister is 
not an uncommon human weakness now as then, though it 
may be diflferently displayed. 

Highly regarded for their works' sake — kindly and 
tenderly considered for in every way, the minister of the 
Gospel assuredly should be ; but should not that considera- 
tion prevent all extravagant exhibition of personal api)lausc ? 
When will the ardent imaginative mind understand what 
stumbling-blocks it often casts in the way of eloquent 
preachers? When will it cease to tempt the messenger of 
Oo(i, by devotion to the servant, which should be rendered 
to the Divine Master f 

James Nayler's father was a Yorkshire farmer wlio had 
given his son a good plain education, which enabled him 
both to speak and write well. But the elociuence and deep 
feeling which pervaded his religious discourses, were un- 
doubtedly natural gifts. Like many others of the early 
Friends, he had served in the parliamentary army before 
his acquaintance with the Quakers. For eight or uiue years 



128 THE FELI^ OF SWABTHMOOR HALL, 

ho followed the life of a soldier — ^first under Lord Fairfax, 
and afterwards, as quarter-master, under Major-General 
Lambert, till disabled in Scotland in 1649, when he returned 
home. In 1651 he first heard George Fox preach in Wake- 
field, and very soon afterwards joining Friends, he became 
himself a preacher amongst them. The step that seems so 
wide, from a military life to the peaceful principles of 
Quakerism, was no unusual one at the time of which we 
epcak. Nayler, being one who had taken it, could well 
depict both what the soldier felt and did, as contrasted with 
the spirit and the conduct prescribed by Christ to His 
followers. Possessing good argumentative powers, he was 
both close and clear in debate; never shrinking on that 
point, or any otlier, from controversial encounters in defense 
of Quaker doctrines. But he was especially remarkable for 
the fervid and pathetic appeals with which, from the very 
depth of Ins heart, he set forth the love and mercy of God 
towards all mankind. The richness and fluency of his 
language, highly figurative and often poetic, caused his 
preaching to be so attractive, that thousands flocked to hear 
him, as if charmed by his natural touching oratory. When 
he joined Edward Burrough and Francis Howgill in 
London, early in 1655, many connected with the Court 
came — some secretly, some openly— to the meetings held by 
him and tlie other Friends. 

Alexander Parker, writing to Margaret Fell from London, 
in 5th mo. 1655, speaks of him thus : — " James Nayler, on 
Fourth-day, had a great dispute with some of the separated 
congregations ; and it being public, a great meeting there 
was. It was in one of their own meeting-houses, and truly 
it was much to the advancement of truth, for though they 
were [word obliterated], yet they were much confounded. 
Janic* is very serviceable here, and his fame begins to 
spread in the city/' Two months later, in another letter to 
M. Fell, Parker mentions him ajjcain : — *' The truth in this 
city spreads and fiourisheth ; many large meetings we havei* 
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and great ones of tbe world come to them, and are much 
tendered. James is fitted for this great place, and a great 
love is begotten in many towards him.'' In another two 
months, James Nayler himself writes thus to his friend at 
Swarthmoor : — 

James Natleb to Margaret Fell. 

" My sister, dearly loved in the Lord, — Yesterday I had 

a meeting at the house of Lady Darcy. Many were there 

from the Court — some called lords, as it is said; divers 

ladies, divers officers of the arm}', some of the principal 

priests in the city ; but how many I know not, for they got 

l)ehind a ceiling, and came not out till I was gone. Though 

some Baptists asked a question or two after I had done 

(tending to plead for sin), and were silenced, yet not one 

priest would speak a word or stand up for their kingdom. 

I was moved to call on any that had aught to oppose, to 

speak it out to the face ; but none would answer. Two or 

three of Henry Vane*s brethren were there all the while ; 

he himself kept behind, and onl}'- came out after all was 

ended. He is very loving with Friends, but drunk with 

imagination. There is a band of them sunk therein, and 

do harm to some amongst them who else would be very 

tender. Divers of them are brought to tears when they 

bear the truth. 

" Peace be with you all. 

In the course of the following 3'ear, a part}' of extrava- 
gant admirers gathered around Nayler — many of whom 
had not previously been connected with the Society of 
Friends. 

Although the enthusiastic admiration with which this 
popular preacher was regarded, was chiefly manifested by 
the female part of his audience, it was not by any means 
confined to them. Some men of education and wealth in 
the metropolis, but of excitable religious temperament 
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rather than sound judgment, united with the enthusiastic 
hulies, and this gave them more confidence in making 
public demonstrations. In a meeting for deliberation no 
the affairs of the Societ}', when Nayler was not present, 
one of them proposed that he be recognized as leader or 
chief of the Friends' metropolitan mission. But instead 
of effecting their object, they were treated as disorderly 
and intrusive. She who came forward with the proposal 
was reminded that on such occasions as this the Apostle 
had declare<l he would not suffer a woman to speak in the 
Church. On being thus rebuked, the women went to 
James Nayler, and painted in sti ong colours the repulse 
they had received, when attempting to claim for him what 
they regarded as his rightful position. At first he felt 
troublerl at their interference, and said so : but then arose 
from them a wail of distress. They sang most pathetically, 
"We looked for judgment, but behold oppression; for 
righteousness, but, lo 1 a cry." Thus for a long time they 
gave utterance to their feelings, chanting Scriptural texts 
with sorrowful intonations — sometimes loud and piercing, 
again low and plaintive, till at length it aroused Nayler's 
keenest sympathy, and then he began to soothe and com- 
fort the mourners. From that moment, he afterwards 
said, he let in feelings of displeasure against his true 
friends, and lost all clear perception of the dangers that 
were involved in the wild proceedings of these women. 
Gerard Croese says he knew some of them personally, and 
describes them as most enthusiastic and imaginative. 

Some time after the above occurrence, he left London, 
and proceeded to Exeter, where he was taken prisoner, 
with several other Friends, at a meeting held in that town, 
and lodged in jail. On hearing of this, hither came the 
metropolitan enthusiasts to visit him in prison. One of 
them, kneeling before him, kissed his feet, and treated him 
as though he were a superhuman being. There is no 
reason to believe this fanatical proceeding was agreeable 
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to TCayler, but instead of at once and utterl}- preventing 
it, and repressing and rebuking the impiety, he seems to 
have excused it as homage to the Spirit of Christ, who 
through him had spoken to their spiritual state. 

George Fox also visited the prisoners at Exeter, but his 
interview with the idolized preacher was one of expostu- 
lation and sorrow, in view of the gloss that was disturbing 
his spiritual vision, and clouding altogether his better 
judgment. Na3*ler listened to his friend, but maintained 
that there was nothing absolutely wrong in the whole 
affair, however unpleasant it might appear ; that it was to 
Christ the homage was paid, and to Him was and should 
'be all the glory ; in comparison with which the apprehension 
of what man could do or would think, should be as nothing. 
George Fox knelt in prayer to the Lord to remove the 
delusion that had got in amongst them, but James Nayler 
would not kneel with him or join his prayer. With feelings 
of distress and painful foreboding, the veteran reformer, 
when he could not prevail, stood up to depart. James 
Kayler also arose and attempted to kiss him — as was the 
custom in that day with men as well as women in taking 
leave of intimate friends — but Fox solemnl}' and sorrow- 
fully drew back. No tokens of cordial fellowship could he 
bestow or receive from one whose proceedings were calcu- 
lated to briug reproach on " the Truth," and who continued 
to defend such proceedings. 

Soon after this the prisoners were released from Exetor 
Jail, and then George Fox wrote to James Naylcr, appar- 
ently wishing that he and his followers would keep them- 
selves away from Friends and their meetings. The letter 
commences thus : — 

" James, — Thou must bear thy own burden and thy com- 
panj^'s with thee, whose iniquity doth increase, and by thee 
18 not cried against. Thou hast satisfied the world, yea 
their desires, which they looked for. What is that which 
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doth fulfil the world's prophecy and desires? Consider 
and search if it be innocency. Thou and thy disciples and 
the world, are joined against the Truth, as is manifest 
through your wilfulness and stubbornness; and this is the 
word of the Lord God to thee." 

He received another but a very different epistle from an 
opposite quarter. In Bristol there were some who went 
heart in hand with the hero-worship of the London fanatics; 
and now two of these men and their wives wrote, inviting 
him to come and take up his abode with them. These 
individuals were John and Ann Stranger, and Thomas and 
Martha Simonson. In their letter they called him " The 
fairest among ten thousand," " The Prophet of the Most 
High," " The Prince of Peace in whom was the hope of 
Israel." Although Nayler, as he afterwards declared, and 
evidently with truth, disliked such an introduction of these 
sacred epithets, 3'et still to his own mind apologizing for 
them as before, and regarding these people, however over- 
enthusiastic they might be, as his friends, he thrust the 
letter into his pocket with that he had from George Fo^, 
and, accepting the invitation, started for Bristol, accom- 
panied by some of the London party. 

On hearing of his approach, there was great excitement 
among his Bristol partisans. Some remained to receive 
him at the house to which he was invited, and some went 
forth to meet him outside the city ; among the latter were 
the two matrons who had sent him the invitation. One of 
them taking his horse by the bridle, led it slowly forward, 
a man marching in front of the horse with uncovered head ; 
three other women preceded, who spread their shawls, and 
scarfs, and handkerchiefs on the way ; thus moving forward 
the company sung, " Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God of 
Hosts ; blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord : 
hosannah in the highest." A great concourse followed, as 
these deluded men and women thus entered the ancient city 
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of Bristol. Meantime, as Gerard Crocse informs ns, " Ju- 
lian Witgorley, one of Naylcr's friends, kept a-cliiding and 
a-blaming of the rest for tlieir ignorance anil folly in wor- 
shipping of the man." However, in their wild ecstasies, 
they heeded him not. But soon after arriving at the place 
of destination, an order from the mayor, and a guard to 
take Nayler prisoner, arrived also. Again he was haled to 
prison ; and they who had signed the invitation were also 
made prisoners ; the two letters, that from George Fox and 
that from his Bristol admirers, were both found in his 
pocket. 

An account of the whole proceeding was sent to London 
and laid before the Parliament then sitting ; that National 
Assembly forthwith ordered all the prisoners to be brought 
to the metropolis. The}' had now got a real case of fanat- 
icism, if not of blasphemy, to urge against those they 
regarded as Quakers, and they gladly availed themselves 
of the opportunity of punishing it to the utmost. But the 
letter from George Fox which Nayler had in his pocket, 
should have convinced them that Fox and his friends highly 
disapproved of the fanatical proceedings. 

We have called the Parliament, which was so bent on 
punishing Nayler a National Assembly ; but, correctly 
speaking, it was a Cromwellian assembly. About two 
months before James Navler was summoned to London, it 
had been selected in an extraordinary manner by the Pro- 
tector. Macintosh says Cromwell resorted to an exercise 
of power so arbitrary and sweeping as to render the sum- 
moning of a Parliament a mockery. When the members 
had heard his speech in the Painted Chamber, and pro- 
ceeded to take possession of their seats in the House on 
the 17th of September, 1C56, they found the door guarded 
by soldiers, who admitted none but those provided with a 
certificate from Cromwell's Council, si«rned bv the clerk of 
the Commonwealth. This ticket had been withheld from 
about 100 members, and they were accordingly excluded* 
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It was the Cromwell ian Parliament, thus chosen from 
the national one, that tried James Nayler. Alexander 
Parker having returned to his home, and Francis Howgill 
and Kdward Burrongh, Margaret Fell's previous London 
correspondents, being on a mission in Ireland, another ex- 
parliamentary ofllccr, who in ol)edience to conscience had 
left a military life and become a valiant soldier under the 
Prince of Peace, now informed the mistress of Swarthmoor 
concerning James Nayler. This was Richard Hubberthom, 
who writes thus under date, London, 25th 9th month, 
1656:— 

** Dear Sister, * * * * J. N. is here in London. He 
and the women are kept prisoners, at an inn, and have been 
twice called before a committee of Parliament men, and 
examined whether he would own that (he had said) James 
Nayler was Christ, but he kept them out of all occasions 
against him, saying he denied James Nayler to be Christ, 
but that (he had said) Christ was in him. There hath 
several times some of the Parliament men come to the 
place where they are kept prisoners, questioning him about 
such things as were acted by the women. He puts them 
off without giving them a full answer, and leaves them un- 
satisfied. 

" Upon Sixth-day last I was with James. That power of 
darkness in the women rules over him, as I wrote to theo 
at the first. Many people daily visit them, both of the 
world and Friends, and they wonder at the proceedings 
which are acted among them ; they often kneel before bim, 
etc. James speaks to Friends, justifying their actings as 
being in innocency. I was moved to speak unto him and 
them, but he was not willing to hear me open the truth to 
the people. My heart was made to pity his condition, but 
all the counsel of the brethren to him is contemned in his 
present state. Some that are unstable think there is great 
spiritual power among them ; though as a cloud it darkens 
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at present, at the end of the days of limitation it will fall 
to the earth again, and the sun will shine over it ; then the 
children will receive power of the Son to reign over all 
deceit. This I Iiave written to let thee understand some- 
thing of his condition as it is now.'' 

The Parliamentary committee at length made their 
report, on the 6th day of December, to which the House 
agreed next day. On the 16th, this business, which had 
been treated both forenoons and afternoons, was proposed 
for the twelfth time. There were many in the house who 
earnestlj' protested against the prevailing spirit of severity, 
so that it was long before they could agree on a sentence. 
Of those who took part in the debates. Lord Lambert, 
under whom Nayler had served in the Parliamentary army, 
seems to have spoken with most good sense and feeling. 
He said, as reported in Burton's Diary, " It is a matter of 
sadness to mauy men's hearts, and sadness to mine also, 
especially in regard to his relation some time to me. He 
was two 3'ears my quarter-master, and a very useful person. 
We parted with him with great regret. He was a man of 
very unblameable life and conversation ; a member of a 
very sweet society of an Independent Church. How he 
comes (by pride or otherwise) to be puffed up to this 
opinion I cannot determine. But this may be a warning to 
us all, to work out our salvation with fear and trembling." 

Several petitions from London citizens, unconnected 
with the Friends, w^re presented in behalf of the accused, 
but it was agreed not to read an^- of them till after the 
sentence was pronounced. On seeing this, an honoured 
and wealthy London merchant, named Robert Rich, asked 
to be heard in Nayler's defense, so far as to prove that he 
had not either committed or sanctioned blasphemy- ; this 
failing, he wrote a letter showing what blasphemy is, ajid 
what it is not, and thereby testing the proceedings of the 
accQsed. Rich stood in the lobby of the Parliament house, 
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and handed to each member as he entered a copy of his 
address ; but unavailing were all these efForts, for on the 
following day, the 17th, after a long debate, a majority of 
the house came to the following resolution : — 

" That James Nayler be set on the pillory, with his head 
in the pillory, in the Pallace-yard, Westminster, during the 
space of two hours on Thursday next, and be whipped by 
the hangman through the streets from Westminster to the 
Old Exchange, London ; that likewise he be set on the 
pillory, with his head in the pillory for the space of two 
hours, between the hours of eleven and one on Saturday 
next, wearing a paper containing an inscription of his 
crimes, and that at the Old Exchange his tongue be bored 
through with a hot iron, and that he be there also stigma- 
tized in the forehead with the letter B ; that he be after- 
wards sent to Bristol and conveyed into and through 
the said city on horseback with his face backward, and 
there also publicly whipt the next market-day after he goes 
thither; and from thence he be committed to prison in 
Bridewell, London, and there restrained from the society 
of all people, there to labour hard till he shall be released 
by Parliament, during that time to be debarred the use of 
pen, ink and paper, and shall have no relief but what he 
earnes by his daily labour." 

The barbarity and bitterness of the above sentence 
awakened a thrill of horror among gi>eat numbers of the 
London citizens, and the calm fortitude with which the 
victim bore the infliction it prescribed, naturally tended to 
strengthen public S3'mpathy. But after standing in the 
pillory for two hours, and receiving as he passed from 
street to street upwards of 300 lashes from a bitter in- 
human executioner, he was in such a mangled, exhausted 
state, that it was deemed death would prevent the rest of 
the sentence being carried out, if there were not a longer 
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cessation than from the 18th to the 20th. A short respite 
was therefore granted. There were various petitions got 
np throughout London for remission of tlie rest of the 
sentence, and poured in to the authorities. One of these, 
which was presented at the bar of the Parliament House 
by a deputation of one hundred citizens, contained the 
following words : — 

** Your moderation and clemency in respiting the punish- 
ment of J. Nayler in consideration of his illness of body, 
hath refreshed the hearts of many thousands in these cities 
(London and Westminster) who are altogether unconcerned 
in his practice ; wherefore we most humbly beg your pardon 
that are constrained to appear before you in such a suit 
(not daring to do otherwise) that you would remit the 
remaining part of your sentence against the said J. Nayler, 
leaving bim to the Lord, and to sucli Gospel remedies as 
He hath sanctified, and we are persuaded you will find 
such a course of love and forbearance more effectual to 
reclaim, and will leave a seal of your love and tenderness 
npon our spirits. 

" And we shall pra}', Ac, Ac." 

The Protector was also petitioned both by Friends and 
others, and though at first he had declined interfering in 
the case, yet now when the full carrying out of the punish- 
ment awarded by Parliament had been suspended, and 
when he perceived by the petitions that so much public 
B3'mpathy was awakened, he wrote the following letter, 
still preserved in a volume of MSS. in the British Mu- 
seum * : — 

To our right irvsty and well-beloved Sir TJiomaH TTiJ- 
dingtoHj KL, Speaker of the Parliament, 

" O. P. Right trusty and well-beloved, we greet you 
well. 



• See Barclay's "Lettcnj of Eaily Fricndj*." p. 97. 
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" Having taken notice of a judgment lately given by 
yourselves against one James Naj'ler, although we detest 
and abhor the giving or occasioning the least countenance 
to persons of such opinions and practices, or "who are under 
the guilt of such crimes, as are commonly imputed to the 
said person ; 3'et we being entrusted with the present 
Government on behalf of the people of these nations, and 
not knowing how far such proceedings (wholly without us) 
may extend in the consequences of it, do desire that the 
House will let us know the grounds and reasons whereupon 
they have proceeded. 

" Given at Whitehall, the 25th of December, 1656." 

But the House did not find it an easy task to state on 
paper reasons that would seem to justify such a sentence. 
The}'- sent five ministers to question the prisoner, in order 
to elicit from him anything that would help them out of 
their difTiculty. But all in vain. How then were they to 
answer the Protector's letter? It was proposed that a 
committee be appointed to draw up a reply, but no reply 
was attempted ; again and again it was referred to, but 
nothing done. At length, as Burton states, " it was jostled 
out ; " he adds, " I hear it will never be mentioned again ; 
if it be I dread the consequence." 

In the meantime those who had succeeded in getting the 
horrible sentence passed ^on Nayler, were still determined, 
come what would, that not a jot of it should be remitted. 
And accordingly under date 27th of December, we find in 
Burton's Diary the following: — "This day B. and I went 
to see Nayler's tongue bored through and see him marked 
in the forehead. He put out his tongue very willingly, but 
shrinked a little when the hot iron came upon his forehead. 
He was pale wluni he came out of the pillory, but high 
coloured after the tongue boring. He was bound with a 
cord by both arms to tlic pillory. Rich the merchant sat 
near at Nayler's feet all the time. He cried, stroked his 
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hair and face, kissed Nayler's hand, and strove to suck the 
fire out of his forehead." The multitude, under a singular 
impulse of feeling, stood still and quiet with uncovered 
heads whilst the barbarous operation was performed on 
the unflinching victim. The residue of the punishment, 
to be inflicted in the streets of Bristol, was also carried 
ontj and then Nayler, according to the sentence, was 
returned to Bridewell, London, where he was to remain 
till released by Parliamentary order. 

It was evident that Cromwell was not comfortable on 
review of the course pursued towards James Nayler. After 
letting the case stand about a year and a half — the Parlia- 
ment doing nothing meantime — he would probably have 
taken measures to secure his release from prison, had not 
his own last Illness interposed. However, the Protector 
sent a gentleman named William Malyn to see the prisoner 
and speak with him. This interview took place at a time 
when Nayler was just recovering from an attack of illness. 
It is plain he either had not confidence in the friendly 
intentions of Malyn, or more probablj'- had no confidence 
in Cromwell, and therefore had resolved to make no appeal 
to him. From a letter of that gentleman to the Protector, 
dated August, 1658, published in Nicholas state papers, the 
following has been extracted : — 

W. Malyw to the Protector. 

" I went this morning to Bridewell to see James Nayler. 
I found him in his bed and sitting up with his head on a 
pillow. I sat by him a good while, and told him upon what 
account I came to see how he was, and whether he desired 
anything to be done to him or for him. He would not 
speak a word though often pressed thereto by myself and 
those that stood by. I also withdrew for sonic time, and 
came again to him, and asked him if he were free to have 
any discourse with me, or if he had anything to desire that 
I should acquaint your Highness with ; but by all that I 
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could do, I could not get a word from him. It being near 

sermon time, I left him, and went to Paul's. After 

sermon I spake with my Lord Parke, my Lord Titchbourne 

and my Lord Barkstcad being by, and gave my Lord 

Parke an account of what I had done, and my Lord Parke 

told me that he did intend to-morrow to wait on your 

Highness, to give your Highness a particular account of 

James Nayler. 

" Trul}'^, my Lord, I look upon him to be under a 

resolved suUenness, and I doubt in the height of pride. I 

hope I should not go about to dissuade your Highness 

from a work of tenderness and mercy, which is pleasing to 

God, which we have reasons and objects enough for, without 

doing that which may offend God through want of zeal for 

His glory and honour, against such horrible impieties. 

Truly, my Lord, in this case, I conceive there is more want 

of watchfulness, that we do not offend on that head, I mean 

through want of zeal. 

** William Malyn." 

It is quite certain that Malyn entirely mistook James 
Nayler's state of mind at the time in question. Long 
before that, he had been favoured to see in a clear light his 
error in not repressing at once the adulation of his 
deluded followers. He had in the early period maintained 
that the reverence and adoration they had exhibited was 
not towards him as a man, but for Christ whose servant he 
was. But that darkening cloud of specious reasoning had 
passed away. In great prostration of soul he had ac- 
knowledged that he had not seen things aright, that his 
spiritual vision had been obscured. William Malyn was, 
therefore, mistaken in imputing to him, at that interview, 
sullenness and pride, for in view of the past, he was 
humbled to the very utmost. But it is probable Nayler 
had had so much experience of persons who came to talk 
to him, with the view of establishing fancies of their own 
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concerning him, that he had resolved to be silent when he 
had no confidence in the inquirer. It is certain that before 
that time, he had not only felt, but expressed tlie deepest 
contrition. The prohibition of pen and ink having been 
"withdrawn, to some of his London friends he wrote a letter, 
from which the following is taken : — 

" Dear Brethren : — My heart is broken this day for the 
offense that I have occasioned to God*s truth and people, 
and especially to you who in dear love followed me, in 
faithfulness to God seeking me, whilst I rejected you ; 
being bound, I could not come forth till God's hand brought 
me. I beseech you forgive wherein I evilly requitted 
your love in that day. God knows my sorrow for it since 
I see it, that ever I should offend that of God in any, or 
reject His counsel. 

" Unless the Lord himself keep you from me, I beseech 
you let nothing else hinder your coming to me, that I might 
have your help in the Lord. In the mercies of Christ 
Jesus, this I beg of you as if it was 3'our own case ; and I 
entreat you speak to whoever else I have most offended, 
and by the power of God, and in the Spirit of Christ 
Jesus, I am willing to confess the offense. Nothing do I 
intend to cover; God is witness herein." 

Neither sullenness nor pride could have occupied the 
lieart which dictated that letter. 

The following letter, written about three months prior 
to Malyn's visit, also testifies to the same thing. 

Alexander Parker to Margaret Fell. 

London, l&th4th Mo.^ 1G58, 

" My dearly beloved Sister, — I have been with J. N. in 
the prison three times since I came to this cit}', and true 
love and life are springing up in him. He is made willing 
to lie under all, and would do anything that might in the 
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wisdom of God he seen convenient, for taking off all occa- 
sion, as much as in him lies, either by public recantation 
(which I do not judge serviceable) for exalting the Truth, 
or any other wa}-. He is made willing to bear all, and hath 
passed through true judgment. 

" James hath written a few words with much subjection, 
desiring to be reconciled, and I know that George Fox is 
dearer to him than ever. My dear sister, as thou hast been 
tender and of large compassion to the sufferer, I beseech 
thee make intercession for him, that in the spirit of meek- 
ness as a brother he may be restored again. I am plain 
unto thee, having no other thing in m}' heart but the glory 
and advancement of the truth in this thing, and peace and 
unity amongst brethren. I know it lieth [heavy] on G. F. 
But in patience I shall wait to see the truth advanced over 
all, for I have great hopes that all things will ^et be well. 

" Thy dear brother in the fellowship of the Gospel, 

''Alexb. Pabkeb." 

Cromwell died soon after he had received William Malyn's 
report, and after his death the Parliament released James 
Nayler from prison. 

The following letter to Margaret Fell appears to have 
been written not long subsequent to his liberation, but it 
contains no date except an endorsement in George Fox's 
handwriting of 1658 : — 

James Natleb to Mabgabet Fell. 

" Dearly beloved Sister, — Thou art often in my remem- 
brance, and my heart's desire is to see thee when God wills; 
in whose counsel and life I desire to walk, to His praise 
alone, who hath thus far redeemed me out of deep adver- 
sity ; and doth still work with me and for me (as I abide in 
His patience and obedience), making my way through many 
oppositions and trials. In His will alone I desire to rest, 
who in the needful time appeared — praises to Him forever I 
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I suppose thou may have heard of my going to see our 
"beloved George Fox, at Ridding, which in tenderness of 
love I did as soon as I was got out of prison, hearing he was 
Dot well. But I was not permitted to come where he was ; 
which my adversary rejoiced at, that thereby he might add 
sorrow to affliction. Yet my spirit was quieted, for in that 
simplicity in which I went, so in that I returned; and He 
gave me His peace therein as though I had had my desire. 
Blessed be the Lord God of mercy for all this, who still 
becomes my peace, and whose presence is with me in what 
He moves me to. 

** My dear love to thee and to thy familj^ and all faithful 
friends with thee. I am refreshed when I hear from thee. 

"James Nayler.'' 

Nothing need be fuller or more satisfactory than the 
various documents issued by James Nayler after his liber- 
ation, in condemning his former conduct. Having publicly 
associated with fanatics, and suffered himself to be made 
the centre of an idolatrous pageant, he wrote and published 
Lis own condemnation after the Lord had restored to him 
his spiritual vision.* In a large meeting of Friends in 
Bristol he came personally forward to express the decj) 
heartfelt compunction with which he looked back on that 
night of infatuation. On the same occasion he gave utter- 
ance to the overflowing gratitude of his soul to the Most 
High, for having dispelled the cloud, and shown him his 
errors. So feelingly did he dwell on his own transgression, 
and the mercy of the Lord in restoring his spiritual sight, 
that one who was present, writing of it, says there were few 
dry eyes in that large audience, and some who till then 
couhl not be satisfled, were touched to the heart, and again 
cordially recognized him as a Christian brother. 

Streaking of the past, he said on anotiier occasion, " Having 

* See Sewel's History for thoi.e documents in full. 
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in a measure lost my own guide, and darkness being come 
upon mo, I gave up mj- self wholly to be led by others whose 
work was then to divide me from the * Children of Light.' 
And after I was led out from them, the Lord God sent 
divers of His servants after me for my return; all which 
was rejected. The provocation of that time of temptation 
was exceeding great against the pure love of God, yet He 
left me not. He who hath saved my soul from death thus 
far, and lifted my feet up out of the pit, even to Him be 
immortal glory evermore. And let every troubled soul 
trust in Him, for His mercy enduixjth for ever. It is in 
my heart to praise Thee, Oh my God, — when I was cast out 
as a wandering bird, when I was assaulted with strong 
temptations, then Thy presence in secret did preserve me." 

Again James Nayler came forward as a powerful preacher 
of truth and righteousness ; again he was listened to with 
edification, admiration, and thrilling interest, by crowds 
composed of every class. But his humbled, contrited 
spirit never again lost its true balance. 

In the 5th mo., 16C0, Richard Hubberthom, from London, 
wrote thus to George Fox, then imprisoned in Lancaster 
castle : — 

Richard Hubberthobn to Geobqe Fox. 

" Dear Brother, — Concerning what is done here M. F. 
hath written to thee. Our meetings continue very full and 
quiet, and increase dail}' ; there is great service in them. 
I showed J. Na3'ler tliy letter wherein thou mentions having 
written concerning his going to Bishoprick (Durham). He 
did not receive that letter. He doth remember his dear 
love to tliee, and doth desire to hear from thee by the next 
post. At present here is great service for him, and several 
great ones have a desire to hear him at Woodcock's, He 
hath been there some Firstdays, and it is upon him to go 
there yet more. We have drawn some away from that 
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meeting, it was so full ; many that are great in the outward 
resort thither. 

^* There is also a meeting at Pall-Mall, at Elizabeth 
Prat -s, that many come to, where M. Fell hath been two 
Firstdays. 

" R. HUBBERTHORN." 

Of Margaret Fell's London visit, at the time above 
alluded to, there will be occasion to speak in a future 
chapter. Now let us follow out that chequered life we 
have hitherto been tracing, which was then drawing near 
its close. 

It will be observed that this letter of Richard Hubber- 
thorn was written nearly two years after James Nayler 
was liberated from prison. During that time, it is clear 
from remarks in other letters as well as in that one, that 
his ministry was cordially received by George Fox and 
other eminent Friends ; also, that it again attracted the 
attention of the great, who flocked to hear him wherever 
he was expected to be. It was probably under a sense of 
failing strength, that about two months after the date of 
the above letter, he started from London for Wakefield, 
his own home. The worn and lacerated system at length 
totally gave way. lie took ill on the road, and was brouglit 
in an enfeebled state to the house of a friend at Holm, iu 
Huntingdonshire, where, in the course of a few days, he 
died, in the 44th year of his age. 

Sewel says, "About two hours before his death he spoke, 
in the presence of several witnesses, these words : * There 
is a spirit which I feel, that delights to do no evil, nor to 
revenge any wrong, but delights to indure all things, iu 
hope to enjoy its own in the end ; its hope is to outlive all 
wrath and contention, and to weary out all exaltation and 
cruelty, or whatever is of a nature contrary to itself. If it 
be betrayed, it bears it, for its ground and spring is the 
mercies and forgiveness of God : its crown is meekness. 
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its life is everlasting love unfeigned. It takes its kingdom 
with entreaty, not with contention, and keeps it by low- 
liness of mind. In God alone it can rejoice, though none 
else' regard it or own its life.' * I found it when alone, 
being forsaken, and I have fellowship therein with them 
who lived in dens and desolate places of the earth, who 
through death obtained this resurrection, and eternal holy 
life.' '' 

Such were the dying words of that humbled, sanctified 
Christian, who, we have assured reason to believe, through 
much tribulation, entered the kingdom of heaven. 



CHAPTER XI. 

1058. 

Tub Protector — ^Margaret Fell's Letters to huc-tJitdgr 
Fell's Death — IIis Character — His Will — ^Lrtters of 
Condolence — ^Margaret Fell to her Bon. 

In a communication quoted in a previous chapter, from 
Francis Howgill,he tells Margaret Fell that her two letters 
to Oliver Cromwell had both been delivered into his hand. 
There are no full copies of any of her letters to the Pro- 
tector, but from what is said of them, and from the extracts 
that are given in the volume published by her children 
after her decease, we can ascertain what they consisted of. 
they were plain, earnest a[)peals, written as in the sight of 
God, under a deep sense of Cromwell's unfulfilled respon- 
sibilities in regard to establishing liberty of conscience in 
England. She besought him solemnly to consider what 
sort of characters they were to whom he extended prote<s 
Hon. She asked him to reflect. Was he in the sight of the 
Most High the protector of the faithful servants of the 
Lord, who were warning the world against sin and against 
all ungodliness? Or was he the protector of their perse- 
cutors? She entreated him ''to beware of hearkenin*; to 
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evil councillors who would prey on the people for their own 
ends, lest he brought guilt, plagues, and woes upon him- 
self." Her first two letters to Cromwell were in 1655. 

In 1656, she wrote to him a third time, and alluded to 
his victories, his preservation, his power, and his super- 
lative position. She reminded him of his ^' vows and 
promises for liberty of conscience," and that the Lord 
required from him the fulfilment of these vows by the 
liberation of the unjustly imprisoned, and by the protcctiou 
of those whose endeavour was to serve both God and man. 
She said fair words were bestowed on them, but that was 
all, for still the *' Children of the Light " continued to be 
persecuted — driven from their places of worship and east 
into prison, by a magistracy that acted under the beck of a 
vindictive clergy. 

In 1657 she wrote again; gave him notice of the con- 
tinued oppression of the innocent, told him of their treiit- 
mcnt, and the numbers that were in prison. She cautioned 
him, in the fear of the Lord, as desiring the good of his 
soul and his eternal peace, seriously to consider that God 
is just, and will not be mocked. She reminded him that 
the wickedness of the oppressor will come to an end, and 
that the just shall be established. 

'* Lastly," says Thomas Lower, " she prayed tlie God of 
Life to enlighten his understanding that he might under- 
stand his true place and calling, and in truth and justice 
discharge it to the health and comfort of his own soul ; 
otherwise, if he neglected the same, woe and misery would 
be his end." But she pleaded and she warned in vain. 
No opening was there of the prison doors to let tiie 
oppressed go free ; no protection extended to the Friends 
of Truth ; no restriction laid on their persecutors. Not- 
withstanding, it is probable that this man of power felt in his 
old Puritan heart many -a twinge of conscience, as he read 
these honest Christian letters. But at the same time ho 
saw how dangerous it would be to his own popularity to 
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interfere ; in short, how impossible it was to serve both 
God and Mammon. And so he left the Friends to them- 
selves, to struggle against the injustice of men in power as 
best they could, or to die prematurely and quietly in the 
jails where so many were incarcerated. 

There was a time, we may be assured, when Oliver 
Cromwell in heart and conscience* desired to serve the 
Lord; a time long past, when neither ambition nor the 
love of power held absolute rule in his soul. But a change 
came over him. That change was produced by yielding 
to surrounding temptations. The love of governing others 
increased with the exercise of power. He was not inher- 
ently cruel, nor originally either a tyrant or a hypocrite. 
But the indulgence of strong self-will, the consciousness of 
ability to govern, and the determination to exercise that 
ability, at length took such full possession of the whole 
man, that tlie just perceptions, and the religious feelings, 
and the honesty of his eailicr days gave way. Death 
visited liim at an unexpected crisis — in an unwelcome hour 
the pale messenger called on the prostrate Protector. 
What memories, what repentance, crowded into those hours 
when from the brink of eternity he looked back on the 
receding past, God only knows. 

Oliver Cromwell died on the 3rd of September, 1658. 
On the 8th of the following month another remarkable 
man closed his eyes in death. This was Thomas Fell, of 
Swarthmoor Ilall, who was a true protector of the op- 
pressed, a just judge, and one who in both word and 
deed awarded to all what he claimed for himself — liberty 
of conscience. 

The death of Judge Fell spread a cloud of sorrow through- 
out Furness, and also amid other circles in the nation 
where truly wise and just men were understood and appre- 
ciated. "Writing of that bereavement, long after, his widow 
says, " We lived together twenty-six j^ears, in which time 
we had nine children. Ue was a tender, loving husband to 
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me, a tender father to his children, and one that sought 
after God in the best way that was made known to him. 
He was much esteemed in his country, and valued and 
honored in his day, by all sorts of people, for his justice, 
wisdom, moderation, and mercy. Being a terror to evil- 
doers, and an encourager of such as did well, his many and 
great services made his death much lamented. Ue lived 
about six years after I was convinced, in which time it 
pleased the Lord to visit him with sickness, wlierein he 
became more than usually loving and kind to Friends. He 
was a merciful man to God's people. I was well assured, 
and so were many other Friends, that the Lord in mercy 
received him to Himself. He was about sixty years of 
age ; lie left one son and seven daughters, all unpreferred ; 
but left a good and competent estate for them." He was 
buried by torch-light under the family pew in Ulverstone 
Church. 

We can point to no more perfect exemplification of that 
Christian toleration, so beautifully inculcated in the four- 
teenth chapter of the Apostle Paul's Epistle to the Romans, 
than was manifested both in private and public in the con- 
duct of Fell of Swarthmoor. It was conspicuous in all his 
proceedings as a husband, a father, a magistrate, and a judge, 
in an age peculiarly marked by intolerance and religious 
animosity. His toleration was in no degree the result of 
religious indifference, but of a clear perception of the in- 
herent right of every sound mind to follow its own con- 
Bcientious convictions, when these convictions do not 
interfere with the rights of other individuals. lie therefore 
left his wife to act up to the dictates of her own conscience 
when she became convinced of Quaker tenets, and of the 
Quaker mode of testifying against the selfishness and false- 
hood of the world. But it is evident Margaret Fell did not 
regard her husband as having been himself convinced that 
all the changes which Friends considered themselves called 
on to adopt in manners, &c., were necessary to the attain- 
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incnt of that end. And though he declined attending the 
ministry of William Lampitt the Ulverstone incumbent, 
whose unchristian conduct had been so manifest, he never 
absolutely separated himself from the then Established 
Church. There seems to have been some who thought his 
not having fully joined the Friends arose from a want of 
entire faithfulness to his own convictions. However, we 
have evidence that this was not correct. His wife expressly 
says, *' he sought after God in the best way that was made 
known to him," — and who could understand this better 
than she did ? Yet more — the arrangements and bequests 
of his last will, written when the prospect of death was 
before him, and also his desire to be interred under the 
famil}' pew in the church of Ulverstone, all indicate that, 
whilst he tolerated and would not wound the peculiar 
scruples of his wife and daughters, he did not externally 
unite with those scruples because his mind did not entertain 
them. 

The will of the Judge speaks unmistakeably of his fore- 
thought for the protection of his wife's comfort and con- 
science. He appointed as his executors two faithful ser- 
vants who had long been in the emplo3'ment of the family, 
and whose paid service at Swarthmoor and Marsh Grange, 
notwithstanding their new position as their late master's 
executors, was expected to continue. Neither of them 
appear to have been Quakers, as they had no scruple to take 
a judicial oath, which is manifested by the record in the 
Probate Court. In appointing them, no doubt Judge Fell 
had a view to this. He did not himself entertain the 
interpretation of our Lord's meaning about swearing which 
would raise such a scruple, but he well knew how strongly 
his wife and the Friends did ; therefore he made these two 
servants his executors, and over them placed two trustees 
who were Quakers — personal friends of his own and of his 
wife. Tiie trustees were Anthony Pearson and Gervase 
Benson (foimerly Colonel Benson;. An attested copy of 
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the Judge's will has recently been procured from the 
Prerogative Court of Canterbury, by his desceudaut, John 
Abraham, of Liverpool. It is as follows — the spelling of 
the proper names being left as in the original : — 

" The will of Thomas Fell, of Swarthmore Hall, in the 
parish of Ulverston, in the county of Lancaster, esquire, 
proved 4th December, 1658." 

(Extracted from the Registry of the Prerogative Court of Canterbury. ) 

" The twenty-third day of September, in the year of our 
Lord God one thousand six hundred fifty and eight. Be it 
remembered that the day and year before written Thomas 
Fell, of Swarthmore in the county of Lancaster, esquire, 
being sick and weak in body, but of a perfect memory and 
understanding, blessed be the Lord for the same, doth 
hereby declare and publish his last Will and Testament in 
manner and form following. That is to say, I do hereby 
appoint nominate and ordain Richard Radcliffe, yeoman, 
and Thomas Coulton, yeoman, both my menial servants, to 
be my Executors, jointly and severally ; nevertheless upon 
this trust and confidence and to the end and purpose 
following ; That is to say, that after my debts legacies and 
funeral expenses be discharged, then they shall dispose and 
give the residue and overplus of all my real and personal 
estate, unto my seven daughters, Margrett, Bridget, 
Issabell, Sarah, Mary, Susana, and Katchell, equally to be 
divided amongst them. To whom I do hereby give and 
bequeath the residue and ren^aindcr of all my real and 
personal estate, equally amongst them, my debts, legacies, 
and funeral expenses being first discharged as aforesaid. 
First, I give ami bequeath unto the most aged impotent 
and necessitous persons within the parish of Ulverstone, 
the sum of Ten pounds, to be distributed by my executors, 
taking the information and assistance of the overseers of 
the poor within the said parish. Secondly, I give and 
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bequeath unto the overseers of the said parish for tho time 
bcin2:, Thirt}' 2)ouucls, with the interest whereof they are 
to i)ut forth one or more yearly of the poorest child rca 
born within the town of Ulverston, excluding such as are 
born within the hamlet or elsewhere, save only those that 
are born within the precincts of the said town, and the 
overseers of the poor for the time l>eing shall have ihe 
consent and allowance of such person and persons as shall 
be heir or owner of ray estate at Swarthmore, for the put- 
ting forth of such impotent persons yearly. I likewise 
give and bequeath Thirty pounds, the interest whereof 
yearly is to go towards the maintenance of a school-master, 
to be kept at Ulverston, for the teaching of poor children, 
which Hum of Thirty pounds my executors are to pay 
within one 3'ear after my decease, to such person or persons 
as will give unto them good security for answering yearly 
the interest thereof, to the end and purpose aforesaid. 
Item, I give and bequeath Five pounds unto the most aged 
impotent and necessitous persons within the parish of 
Dalton, to be distributed by my executors, taking the 
information and assistance of the overseers of the poor 
within the said parish. I likewise give and bequeath unto 
my very honorable and noble friend the Lord Bradshaw, 
Ten pounds to buy a ring therewith, whom I humbly 
beseech to accept thereof, as all the acknowledgment I can 
make, and thankfulness, for his ancient and continued 
favors and kindness undeservedly vouchsafed unto me 
since our lirst acquaintance. I likewise give and bequeath 
unto Mary Askewe Twenty pounds, for her faithful and 
careful service performed unto my wife and children in all 
their extremities. I further give and bequeath unto Joseph 
Sharpe, my faithful and careful servant at the Marsh 
Graynges, Fifty shillings, and the like sum unto Ann 
Ja3'kes, who hath approved herself a very honest and care- 
ful servant ever since she came to the Marsh. I do hereby 
likewise give and bequeath unto my dear careful and 
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entirely beloved Margaret Fell, my wife, Fifty pounds, as 
a token and testimony of my dearest affection unto lier. 
I likewise give unto James Fell, my servant, Twenty 
shillings, to buy him a ring therewith as a token of my 
love unto him. I likewise give unto Thomas Knype of the 
Manor gentleman, my old true friend, Twenty shillings, to 
buy him a ring therewith, as a small token of the remem- 
brance of my love unto him. As for my executors, who 
are to have no other benefit nor advantage by this my Will 
and Testament than is hereafter expressevl ; That is to say, 
I give to each of them Five pounds apiece, for the pains 
and care they are to undergo in the discharge and trust 
hereby imposed on them ; and as concerning the charges 
they or either of them shall be put to, in proving this my 
"Will and other necessaries incident thereunto, or in re- 
covering or suing for any debts, or defending any suits 
commenced against them as my executors, the same is to be 
deducted and taken forth out of the residue and remainder 
of my personal estate, my debts and legacies being first 
discharged. I desire my very true friends Anthony Pearson 
of Eampshaw in the county of Durham, gentleman, and 
Jarvise Benson of Heay-Garth in the county of York, 
gentleman, to endeavor what in them lies to see this my 
last Will and Testament truly performed by ray executors, 
to whom, scilicet, to the said Anthony and Jarvise, I do 
give Forty shillings apiece, desiring them to accept of it 
to buy each of them a ring therewith. I do hereby revoke 
and make void all former Wills and Testaments by me 
made, and I do hereby give unto my beloved son George 
Fell, so many of my Law-books as will make those which 
he hath the complete body of the law, and wherein they 
shall prove defective, my executors shall sell so many of 
the rest of my law-books as will buy those that are wanting. 
I do hereby in further token of my love and alfertion unto 
my dear wife, give and bequeath unto her, my Dwelling- 
house , onset t, with all the buildings, stables, ))arns, orchards, 
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gardens, therewith all used and occupied, with Fifty acres 
of ground, lying most conveniently unto the said house, 
and to be set out and divided by my executors ; all which 
I give and bequeath unto my said loving wife, so long as 
she shall continue and remain in my name, and as my 
widow, and unmarried to any other, and no longer, in 
hopes that she will be careful and loving unto my poor 
fatherless children. And lastly I do publish and declare 
this to be my hist Will and Testament. In witness whereof 
I have hereunto set my hand and seal, the day and year 
lirst above written : 





Witness hereof, GEO: FELL. 

TUOMAS GREAVES. 



THOMAS KNYPE. 
WILLLIM BENSON. 



** This Will was proved at London, before the Judges 
for Probate of Wills and granting Administrations, the 
fourth day of December, 1G58, by the oath of Richard 
Radclilfe, and Thomas Coulton, executors, to whom was 
committed administration, they being first legally sworn 
truly to administer." 

(Endorsed) " December the 1st, 1668. 

** Thomas Coulton, one of the executors within named 

was sworn before me, 

" J A: Master. 

The discovery of the foregoing Will, places before us a 
document peculiarly characteristic of Judge Fell. Wise 
forethought and benevolence mark its details throughout. 
On the approach of death as in life, he kindly remembered 
his servants; also the aged poor of his neighborhood, and 
the children of the poor. Property once his is still liable 
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to incumbrance thus left on it. The value of those small 
bequests in that day can better be understood by taking 
into account the wages common at that time. — A labouring 
man got from three half-pence to twopence per day, a 
woman a penny a day, often less. Five pounds then would 
probably have purchased as many of the necessaries of life 
as twenty now. 

The Judge's widow had a settlement independent of what 
is mentioned in the Will. It was an annuity paj^able from 
the Hawkswell estate, which estate went as an inheritance 
to George Fell, their son. Being heir to that family 
property, he is not mentioned as a legatee in his father's 
will, except in connection with a set of law books. Swarth. 
moor estate is thought to have been purchased either by 
the Judge or his father. It could not have been an entailed 
inheritance, since it was divided between the mother and 
daughters. Marsh Grange, the Askew estate, was sold to 
Judge Fell by his wife's brothers ; hence it, or two-thirds 
of it, constituted a part of the residue to be divided 
between the sisters. In one of the family letters, there is 
a remark which indicates that one-third of that estate 
belonged to their mother. 

There were many true hearts that could sympathize with 
Margaret Fell in her bereavement. She had lost an atfec- 
tionate husband, and one whose protection could never be 
equalled by any non-oITicial person. His influence had 
been as a shield around her on all sides. Now she was left 
as the head of the family, single handed to bear the brunt 
of persecution, cruelty, and avarice. But she was not 
solitary, for the Lord was with her, and she wtis sur- 
rounded by a family of loving, devoted children. 

Some of the letters written to her by distant friends 
have been preserved. Henry Fell, who belonged to the 
same neighbourhood, but does not appear to have been a 
near relntive of the Swarthmoor Fells, was then on a 
foreign mission, and wrote to her thus : — 
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" I was sorrowful when I heard that thy husband was 
departed ; but not as they that are without hope, for 
indeed I remembered his former 8er\'ice for the truth, and 
love to Friends, and heard by W. Caton's letter of the 
continuance of it, and that it did increase, even to the end ; 
I was somewhat comforted, in that I did believe he had 
not lost his reward. 

** The Lord will be to thee, and is, more than ten hus- 
bands, and will be a father to thy children; His blessing 
will remain with them if they abide in His counsel, He will 
not leave them nor forsake them." 

Alexander Parker, who well knew the sterling worth of 
his departed friend, addressed the widowed mourner in 
these words : — " Dear Sister, be thou comforted and re- 
freshed ; though an outward stay be taken from thee, thy 
house is not left desolate ; the God of Jacob will be thy 
refuge, and the Lord thy Maker is thy husband. It was 
but very lately that I heard of the laying down of the 
bod}' of thy husband, and truly it did at first sadden my 
6j)irit, knowing his dear love and tender oare over the 
Lord's lambs, and the service he was in while he continued 
in his place. I know the Lord's love was towards him for 
his good ; but thou and I, with all the rest of the Lord's 
followers, must be contented with what the Lord brings to 
pass." 

Thomas Salthouse, another Friend and once the deceased 
Judge's agent, thus alludes to his death: — "Truly, dear 
heart, the news came near me when I heard that thy dear 
husband had laid down the earthly tabernacle, and much 
did it affect me, as if it had been my nearest relation. But 
I believe the Lord will give him an eternal inheritance 
among them that are sanctified, and hath received him to 
the rest prepared for His people among whom he is num- 
bered, and may be recorded in the book of remembrance 
for succeeding generations." 

When Judge Foil died, his eldest daughter was about 
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twenty-five years of age, the youngest five, and bis only 
son, George, twenty-two. He was a law-student, and had 
chambers in the Temple ; consequently spent much of his 
time in London. We give a letter written to him by his 
mother about a year before his father^s death. It is the 
only one extant from 

Margaret Fell to her Son. 

" George, my dear heart, — Take heed of lightness and 
haughtiness, and take heed of pride getting hold of thee. 
My dear, keep in the fear of the Lord thy Creator, who 
hath preserved thee all thy life-time until now, — beware that 
thou requite Him not evil for good, in sinning against Him, 
and transgressing against that in thy conscience which 
tells thee thou should not do evil against God. My dear 
son, if thou mind the Lord and fear Him, thou wilt be kept 
safe from dangers and temptations, and be delivered from 
evil ; but if thou depart from the fear of the Lord, then thou 
liest open to temptations, and will be drawn away by the 
enemy of thy soul. My dear love, [remember] all the wages 
of the wicked will come to naught and perish though never 
so delightful for the present ; for woe and misery will be 
the end of all sin and wickedness. Therefore, my dear love, 
turn from evil and sin ; and keep down riskiness, and for- 
wardness, and headiness. [If thou] strive for patience 
thou wilt see the blessing of God will be upon thee. My 
dear son, I cannot forget thee — my cries to my Heavenly 
Father are for thee, that thou may be preserved. So, my 
dear, the Lord God of life and power be with thee, that 
thou 1)6 preserved — 

" Read this often, my dear love, that as often as thou read 
it thy spirit may be with me. 

'* Thy sisters at home are all [well] and remember their 
dear love to thee — Let us hear from thee as often as thou 
canst."* 



* From the original in tho Swarthmoor manuscripts of Kobert 
Spence, of North Shields. 
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Of the son thus earnestly and afifcctionately addressed 
by his anxious mother, we know but little for many years 
after his father's death. There is evidence, however that 
he spent much time in London, probably in following up his 
legal studies or his profession as a lawyer; and by a list of 
the magistrates in Lancashire in the year 1660, it appears 
he was then a justice of the peace and a commissioner of 
militia in that county. 

By the opening paragraph in his mother's letter, warning 
him against pride and haughtiness, we may infer that she 
regarded George's cliief temptations at that time as arising 
from those tendencies. 



CHAPTER XXL 

1659—1660. 

Fkikxds' Petition to Parliament for the release of titkir Im- 
iMiiHONED Brethren — Substitutes offer themselves — Kb- 
jhX'TioN of their Petition and offer — Letterh to Margaret 
Fell from Alexander Parker, Henry Fell, and others — 
Political Chan(jes — General Monk's Soldiers — ^Restora- 
tion OF THE King — Declaration of King Charles on Liberty 
of Conscience. 

Richard Cromwell's trial of National Oovemment, 
though short, was suflicient to convince himself and others 
that he was unfit to bear its central weight, in the emer- 
gency which succeeded tlie demise of his father. To balance 
aright the claims and the power of rival parties in the State, 
re(iuired more vigour and higher authority than he could 
command. He had neither the strength nor ambition 
adeiiuatc for the perilous elevation of National Protector. 
Therefore, eight months from his fatlicr's death, weary of 
political strife,, he resigned the Protectorship, and retired 
to private life. Then tlie Parliament and the army, each 
declaring what great things they were about to effect for the 
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good of the people, seemed ready to engage in another 
desperate rivalry for the helm of Government. 

The Friends took no part in these political changes, but 
they were not unconcerned spectators of passing events. 
Very anxiously they thought of their brethren in bonds, 
and were determined to try for their release, whilst those 
who could grant it were striving to secure a character for 
equity. There were at that time 1G3 Quakers confined for 
matters of conscience in the prisons of the metropolis and 
elsewhere ; accordingly, the Friends got up a petition to 
the Parliament, and in it alluded to the cruel and unjust 
treatment those prisoners had endured from the clergy and 
the magistracy. But other affairs so much absorbed the 
attention of the Parliament, that this petition at first could 
not get a reading. On perceiving the little way it was 
making, the Friends again met to deliberate on the course 
to be pursued ; ultimately they resolved to send to the 
metropolitan and neighbouring meetings to ask for the 
names of persons willing to take the place of their impris- 
oned brethren, many of whom were in irons and ready to 
die, — others were sick and languishing from long confine- 
ment in foul air and vile dens of prisons. Yery quickly the 
number of voluntary substitutes was made up. Tlie 163 
Friends who thus offered themselves to take the place of 
tlieir brethren in bonds, met by agreement in Westminster 
Hall, ten daj'S after the presentation of the first petition, 
which still remained unread. They sent in another appeal, 
referring to the former petition, and stating their anxiety 
for their suffering Friends, and their desire to be in the 
meantime substituted for them. " We do stand ready," 
Bay the petitioners, to go into their places, in love to our 
brethren, that they die not in prison as many of tlie brethrenr 
are dead already. We are willing [if need be] to lay down 
our lives and to take the sufferings upon us which you 
would inflict upon them." To this second petition the 1C3 
names are appended. 
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In the " Mercurius PoliticuSj''^ a news-book of the period 
(now in the British Museum), the circumstance is thus 
mentioned : — 

" 1659, Friday, April 15. — This day a great number of a 
sort of people called Quakers came up to London, from 
several parts, and assembled themselves in Westminster 
Hall with intent to represent somewhat to the House touch- 
ing the men of their way. 

" Saturday, 16th of April. — A paper written on the out- 
side thereof with these words, namely — ^ For the speaker 
of the Commons asembled in Parliament — these are for him 
to read to the House of Commons,' was this day read. And 
upon the reading thereof, the same amongst other things 
referred to another paper, entitled, * A Declaration to the 
Parliament, &c., delivered the sixth day of the second 
month called April, 1659, to the New Speaker of the House.' 
The said papers were presented by certain persons com* 
monly called Quakers." 

Burton's Diary says that on the 16th, the attention of 
the House was called to the petition by Colonel Grosvenor 
in the following terms — ^'' I took notice of a great number 
of people called Quakers in the Hall yesterday and to-day. 
I wish 3'ou would take some course with their |)etition, that 
has lain a long time before you ; and they be disi^ersed." 
Then Burton observes — " Another member moved that they 
be whipi:)€d home as vagrants. The petition was at length 
read. Seveml members made a variety of remarks ; several 
are against them, some appear to be in favour of them, or 
the release of their imprisoned brethren ; others were for 
referring their grievances to a committee; another said that 
the county members should refer their case to the justices, 
to enquire into their grievances. At length the House 
resolved * That the answer to he given to the persons that 
presented this paper is, that this House hath read their 
I)aper and the paper therein referred to ; and doth declare 
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their dislike of the scandal thereby east upon magistracy 
and ministry; and doth therefore order, that they and 
other persons concerned, do forthwith resort to their respec- 
tive habitations, and there apply themselves to their call- 
ings, and submit themselves to the laws of the nation, and 
the magistracy they live under." 

That such an appeal, and such a noble offer from the 
friends of the imprisoned, had no better reponse from the 
assembled Parliament, is to be accounted for by the fact, 
that many who then sat in the house were themselves either 
directly or indirectly implicated in such imprisonments as 
these complained of. Therefore, the more generous and 
true-hearted the offer of those who came forward as substi« 
tutes for the prisoners, the more unwilling for an examina- 
tion and the more annoyed were they who had given their 
countenance to the persecution. Hence they most earnestly 
opposed listening to the complainants, and succeeded in 
bringing about the prompt determination to quash the 
"whole proceeding, by urging the House to regard the 
petition as a slander on the magistracy and the ministry. 

Notwithstanding the above decision, there were many 
members who felt that the matter should not have been 
hurried over or decided as it was. Their expression to that 
effect may probably have encouraged the Friends to try 
again without much delay. Be that as it may, we find that 
in about three weeks after the rejection of their former 
petition, they again laid before the house a statement of the 
grievances under which the Quaker prisoners were suflering. 
On this occasion they were listened to more reasonably. 
Thus Thomas Rawlinson writes to Margaret Fell respecting 
it : — ^** I believe thou hast heard what turnings and changes 
have been here in London. The Parliament began to sit 
again the last Seventh-day ; and there is something expected 
from them. Friends have this day delivered the paper of 
sufferings into the House, and it is referred to a Committee. 
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The army pretends to put all wicked men out of places 
and oflices ; if they do as thoy say, it is more than is 
expected." 

Another Friend writes to her on the above Committee 
having commenced its examinations : — " Friends' suiTerings 
were yesterday taken into consideration at Westminster, 
and grievous things were declared against the priests, which 
did enter into the hearts of some of the Committee ; we 
made them shake their heads, and grieved them [by our 
details]. They said they would have some of the priests 
up to London, and they would examine them about these 
things." 

The following letter alludes to the same subject : — 

Alexander Parker to Margaret Fell. 

London, SSnd 4th mo,^ 1659, 

" Truly beloved Sister, — Tliough for some time I have 
been silent, 3'et my love is enlarged towards 3-ou all ; though 
in body I be absent from 3^0 u, yet in the Lord I am present 
with you. Oh I how good and precious a thing it is to be 
kept in the love of the Truth. The Lord strengthen and 
preserve all His faithful ones unto the end I 

*' Things in this city generally are well, and truly this I 
may say, — that never since I knew the Truth was the service 
greater. A mighty thirst and desire and openness are in 
many people, especially since the change in the Government. 
The work is very great, and labourers, who are true and 
faithful, are but few, as thou well knows ; and this I sec, 
that the more we labour the morv3 work we have But the 
Lord is our strength, and willing I am to spend and be 
spent for the Lord's sake. 

" The Committee of Parliament are most of them very 
moderate, and examine things very full}*. And whether 
they do anj^thing or nothing as to the enlargement of 
Friends, it is serviceable that the wickedness of greedy and 
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covetous men is brought to light.* Much cannot be 
expected from men in that nature ; for though there be a 
change of name, 3'et the old nature is still standing. 
^ Earth enough there is to make another mountain.' But 
whatever be the consequence, this I know and feel, that 
truth hath an open door. The Lord prosper Uis work, and 
carry it on to His own praise and glory ! 

" George Fox and Edward Burrough came to this city 
last Fifth-day. Much service they have had in Kent and 
other parts. As for E. B.'s service in Dunkirk, I leave it 
to his own declaration by his letters to Kendal. G. F. is 
well, as J. R.f can inform thee, who went out of this city 
last week; it is like they may be with thee before the 
receipt of this. My love is to her (probably Margaret Fell, 
jun.) and to Bridget, Sarah, and the rest. 

" In dearness of love unto thee, I remain thv 
brother in the service of the Lord, 

"A. r." 

Thomas Bawlinson and Alexander Parker, the writers 
of the foregoing letters, were two of the 1G3 who offered to 
go to prison as substitutes for their friends. 

Throughout the various changes of these times. Sir Harry 
Vane and Colonel Rich were among the few who always 
took the side of justice and liberty of conscience. Both 
of them were on the Parliamentary Committee mentioned 
above, so was the Earl of Pembroke. But tbcir examlua- 
tions and deliberations, however satisfactory' to the Friends, 
were brought to a close by a dissolution of Parliament, 
before much had been done towards opening the prison 
doors. 



* The covetousncss above alluded to had been nian'frstcd in tlio 
frequent and enormous fines that were exacUd from Frionds for 
declining to swear when summor.ed, for not payiuj tithe, and for 
speaking against it as an unchi istian imp st. 

t J. R., above mentioned, was probably John IIous — M. F.'s future 
MXi-iii-law. 
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The officers of the army not being satisfied to be so much 
under the control of the two Houses of Parliament, the 
Commons was dissolved and another House elected, com- 
posed largel}'' of military men ; and the House of Lords 
was once more abolished. 

Concerning these changes and their influence on the 
Friends, Margaret FelPs London correspondents kept her 
duly informed. Thus Richard Hubberthom writes of the 
military rule tliat supervened : — 

" The work is increasing daily, and meetings all over the 
cit}' pretty- peaceable from disturbance. As for the officers 
of the army here, they bring forth little that is good unto 
any perfection ; they talk and they debate about things, 
but that is most they do. As for tithes, they debate about 
them, sometimes talking of selling them; how to provide 
a maintenance for a ministry they are in great consultation 
about. Sometimes they tell of reducing the 9000 parishes 
in England into 3000, and so to have some certain ministers 
who shall be the State's ministers, and the State to pay 
them. Some of the heads of them are deceitful in pride 
and ambition, and seek for themselves, and not the good of 
others ; but some of the inferiors have honest intents, if 
they could bring them to pass. I have been oftentimes 
with Colonel Rich, Henry Yane, Ashfield aUd others. They 
are pretty oj^en to hear counsel, and do profess to stand for 
good things. Colonel Rich was very serviceable to Friends 
in the late Committee, and is bold to speak for truth and 
riglitoousness amongst them. But he and Yane and the 
rest of those that would do something arc rejected. The 
chief leaders among them dare not bring an3'thing to the 
vote, because the general part of the inferior officers would 
have liberty and honest things. Colonel Rich declared 
among them, how that many of our Friends were in prison 
again since the Parliament was dissolved ; and how that 
the Parliament had done more for the liberty of tender 
conscience than they had done. He did move to appoint 
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a Committee for the same purpose to free those that suf- 
fered for conscience' sake. Many of them said it was good ; 
but they put it off and would not do it then. 

*' I desire to hear from thee as thou finds freedom. 

" Thy dear brother, 

" R. HUBBERTHORN." 

"London, 21st of 9th mo. (Uth), 1659." 

Three months later Henry Fell writes to his friend at 
Swarthmoor of the outrages of General Monk's soldiers. 

Henry Fell to Margaret Fell. 

"London, 7th of ICth mo,, 1659— {i2nd mo,, 1660), 

" George Fox and Friends here are well, but General 
Monk's soldiers begin to be rude concerning Friends' meet- 
ings. John Scafe is come to town ; yesterday he went to 
the meeting in the Palace-yard at Westminster. Soon after 
he commenced speaking, they began to pull Friends out of 
the house violently and beat them very sore ; yea, they 
beat and abused Friends exceedingly in the streets. I 
arrived there when they had haled almost all the Friends 
oat ; they pulled me about and beat me much, and knocked 
me down and tore all my coat. Edward Billing and his 
wife were much abused, he especially. I hear he went pres- 
ently and wrote to the Parliament, acquainting some of 
them (privately) with our usage; told them he would 
endeavour to lay it before General Monk and the rest. 

" Great distractions and disaffections there are among 
people as things now stand ; but to them that fear the Lord 
and wait upon Him all things will turn to their good. 

" Thy brother, 

" Henry Fell.'* 

An entry in Pepys' Diary, Feb. 7th (corresponding with 
the date of the foregoing letter), stands thus : — " To the 
Hall — ^went in the Palace — I saw Monk's soldiers abuse 
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Billing and all the Quakers that were at a meeting-place 
there ; and, indeed, the soldiers did use them very roughly, 
and were to blame." 

Edward Billing was another of the noble band that had 
offered to take the place of their Friends in prison. His 
own account of the Palace-yard transaction, as related in 
a letter to his friend, is as follows : — 

(( * * :ic * Since General Monk's coming to London 
with his army, we have been very much abused in our meet- 
ings ; as in the Palace-yard, where we were pulled out by 
the hair of the head, kicked and knocked down, both men 
and women, in a manner not here to be expressed. Many- 
were the knocks and kicks and blows myself and wife 
received. And this was done by General Monk's foot, who 
came into the meeting with sword and pistol, being, as they 
said, bound by an oath to leave never a sectarian in Eng- 
land ; saying that they had orders from Lord Monk to pull 
lis out of our meeting; which, with inexpressible cruelty, 
they did. The meeting in the Palace-yard I suppose thou 
knowest. 

** After thc}^ had beaten us in the house with their 
swords in the scabbards, and with whips, out they drag us, 
and kick us into the kennel, where many a blow I received, 
being knocked and kicked through the Palace-yard, even 
to the Hall-door. Being got within the Hall, after a little 
recovery I was moved to write a little note to the Speaker 
in the House, — Parliament being then sitting. As soon as 
I got into the lobby I sent into the House for Serjeant 
Chedleton, who came to me, and I gave him the note, 
laying it upon him to give it to the Speaker, which he did, 
and it was forthwith read in the House, when an enemy 
stands up and says, * The multitude is appeased,' &c., &c. 
I passed through them back again to the meeting-house, 
when they fell upon me the second time, as before. In my 
passing back to my own lodging they ceased not, but kept 
cry'mgj ^ Kill him, kill him 1' 
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" Wc afterwards met Colonel Rich, who was much affected 
to see and hear of our usage. With him I passed through 
the Palace-yard again, the soldiers and multitude being 
Just then beating a woman of the house at the door, and 
plundering the house, notwithstanding it had been said 
that the tumult was appeased. At last I got to Whitehall, 
where General Monk was, with whom I had present audi- 
ence. In a few words I laid the whole matter before him, 
and told him that the soldiers said they had his order for 
it. [He said] he might say they had not. I answered, 
that since he and his army had come to town we could not 
pass the streets without much abuse; not having been 
so much abused these many years— nay, I say, never by 
soldier 8.^^ 

To repress the continued excesses of the soldiers in 
disturbing the Friends' meetings, Richard Hubberthom, 
about a month after the first great outrage, wrote to 
General Monk requesting him to use his authority in 
putting a stop to it. The General accordingly wrote the 
following order, which has boon preserved among the 
Swarthmoor documents in Devonshire House. 

St. James, Oth of March. 

" I doo require all officers and souldiers to forbeare to 

disturb the peaceable meetings of the Quakers, thoy doeing 

nothing prejudicial to the Parliament or Commonwealth of 

England. 

" George Monk." 

Richard Hubberthorn, informing his friend at Swarth- 
moor of the receipt of the above order, tolls her thnt for the 
present it has repressed the excesses of Monk's soldiers. 

The disorganization and misrule arising out of so many 
contending interests, without any contralizod authority 
adequate to hold the helm of government, soon wrought 
another change. General Monk saw from the direction in 
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which the tide of afl:iirs was propelling the vessel of State, 
that it was full time to make his own peace with the royal 
exile, unless he were prepared totally to abandon place 
and power. In a mind like his, the latter alternative was 
not to be entertained. So, with consummate art and 
duplicity, he laid the plans that were to secure bis own 
selfish interest ; and, though twisting them about as neces- 
sity apjMjared to suggest, he suffered no one to see through 
them till all was duly prepared for bringing in the King 
by his instrumentality. 

Richard Ilubberthorn's next letter contains the following 
paragraph, under date 29th of 3rd month (5th month) 
16G0. " This day did King Charles and his two brethren 
James and Henry come into this city. Charles is of a 
pretty sober countenance, but the great pride and vanity 
of those that brought him in, is inexpressible. He is in 
danger to be brought to those things that he in himself is 
not inclined unto.-' Doubtless the circumstances that had 
surrounded Charles had not tended to develop the better 
features of his character ; and it is probable he was brought 
by immediate surroundings, as Richard Hubberthom appre- 
hended would be the case, to do many things that his own 
inclination would not have drawn him into. But that 
"pretty sober countenance" which so much interested this 
good Friend on that day of his reception, revealed only 
the easy pleasantry that spread over the surface, whilst it 
gave no conception of the absence of sterling principle, 
and the non-existence of truthful reliability. 

There was hope and joy at Swarthmoor Hall in view of 
the national future, when they heard that to the legitimate 
heir — that amiable-looking 3'oung king — the reins of gov- 
ernment were peacefully given up by the Parliament and 
the army, whilst gladness prevailed among the people. No 
marvel that the declaration which had been made by 
Charles on liberty of conscience, in the manifesto he issued 
whilst at Breda, in Belgium, a few weeks previous to his 
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restoration, had inspired both hope and joy amongst the 
persecuted Friends. For that declaration seemed in tone 
and spirit both sensible and reasonable. It ran thus: — 
'^ Because the passions and uncharitableness of the times 
have produced several opinions in religion, by which men 
are engaged in parties and animosities against each other, 
which, when they shall afterwards unite in a freedom of 
conversation, will be composed or better understood, we 
do declare a liberty to tender consciences ; and that no 
man shall be disquieted or called in question for differences 
of opinion in matters of religion which do not disturb the 
peace of the kingdom ; and that we shall be ready to con- 
sent to such an Act of Parliament as upon mature deliber- 
ation shall be offered unto us for the full granting that 
indolgence." 



CHAPTER XIII. 
1660. 

OSOBOE Fox niPRISOKED AT LANCASTER — MARGARET FeLL GOES 

TO London to intercedz with the Kixo for his Rklease — 
Letters from Richard Hubberthorx to Margaret Fell — 
Letter from M. F. to George Fox— II r is ordered to 
LoHDOX— His Affearancb before the Court op Einc^'s 
BekcH'His Release —Letter from M. F. to her Childrkn 
— Letter of M. F., jxtrior, to her Sisters— Bridget Fell 
TO HER Mother. 

When King Charles was restored to the throne of his 
ancestors, many who had loudly boasted of maintaining the 
sovereignty of the people, under the past regime, were 
then anxious to prove their loyalty by detecting the dis- 
loyalty of their neighbours. Henry Porter, formerly a major, 
and now mayor of Lancaster, was one of these. Ilcaring 
that George Fox had arrived at Swarthraoor on a visit to 
the Fells, he sent a posse of constables to take him prisoner, 
hoping to acquire a character for active loyalty, by im- 
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pugning one whom he well knew would not take the oath 
of allegiance. They carried him to U' verstone, where he re- 
maincd the first night with a guard of fifteen men in the 
same room, who sat up to watch him. " Some of them 
took their seats in the chimney," says Fox, " for fear I 
should go up it, such dark imaginations possessed them. 

One of the constables said he did not think a thousand 
men could have taken me.'' It would seem that the super- 
stitious among the men of Furness were still possessed 
with the idea of George Fox being in such league with 
supernatural agencies that human force could rarely cope 
with him. 

Next day they marched him over the Sands and so on 
to Lancaster. " A great triumph they thought to have 
had," says the prisoner, " but as they led me I was moved 
to sing praises to the Lord, in His triumphing power over 
all." Major Porter committed him on the charge of being 
** an enemy to the King — that he endeavoured to raise a 
new war, and embrue the nation in blood again." Fox in 
his Journal says, " Upon my being taken and forcibly carried 
away from Margaret Fell's house and charged with things 
of so high a nature, she was concerned, as looking upon it 
to be an injury offered to her, whereupon she wrote the 
following lines, and sent them abroad, directed thus: — 

*' To all vwgistratt's, concerning the wrong taking up 
and impriboning of George Fox at Lancaster. 

^' I do inform the Governors of this nation that Henry 
Porter, Mayor of Lancaster, sent a warrant, with four con- 
stables, to my house, for which he had no authority', nor 
order. They searched my house, and apprehended George 
Fox in it, who was not guilty of the breach of any law, or of 
any offence against any in the nation. After they had taken 
him and lirought him liefore the said Uenr}' Porter, there 
was bail offered, what he would demand for his appearance, 
to answer what could be laid to his charge, but he (contrary 
to law, if he had taken him lawfully) denied to accept any 
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bail. After he was in prison a copy of his mittimus was 
demanded, so that he might see what wa:^ hiid to his charge, 
but it was denied him. [Two of his friends were] only 
Buffered to read it over, and everything that was therein 
charged against him was utterly false, he was not guilty of 
any one chai-ge in it, as will be proved to the nation. I 
am concerned in this thing inasmuch as he was appre- 
hended in my house ; and if he be guilty I am so too. 

" Margaret Fell. " 

Porter declared George Fox was committed for high 
treason, and therefore he could only be released by King 
or Parliament. Then Margaret Fell said she would proceed 
to London, and lay the true state of the case before the 
King. Porter announced that he would go too, "and meet 
her in the gap." Anne Curtis, another Friend, whose 
father had suffered death for his loyalty to the King, when 
Mayor of Bristol, on the rising of the Commonwealth, 
offered to go with her. They were very courteously re- 
ceived by King Charles, and had several interviews with 
him ; but on Porter making his appearance, they about the 
Court freely talked of his former proceedings as those of 
a violent Cromwellian officer. lie soon got so alarmed, 
that he made a hasty retreat out of the Metropolis and 
back to Lancaster as fast as he could. The King promptly 
granted an order for the prisoner's removal to London as 
the first step towards his release ; but objections from 
other quarters interi>osed, so as to occasion coHsiderable 
delay, as will be seen by the following letters. The first is 
from 

Margaret Fell to George Fox. 

**L0N'IK)N, SUtofothmo. (7thmo.)y IGGO. 

"Thine I received, wherein thou mentions thou had no 
fetter that week; which is strange to me, for I did not miss 
[writing to thee any] week since I came hither. But that 
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week especially I gave a particular account how that I car- 
ried Anne Curtis to the King, and what she said to him, 
and he to her, and concerning thy being brought up to 
London to be examined. He did consent thereto, and gave 
direction to issue an order to that purpose, but the secre- 
tary who was to write the order would not write it as from 
the King in particular, only as a habeas corpus. After the 
thing came into question. General Monk and several othei-s 
would not consent that the King should or could send any 
particular orders, but such as were according to law. 

" The next day I was with the King again, and he promised 
me that he would give special order to the judges to release 
Friends ; but what he would do, he cannot. I spoke to him 
concerning the oath that Friends could not take, and told 
him there would be persecution at the assizes, as it would 
be offered to Friends who were to do service to their 
country, which required swearing according to law. I 
gave him Friends' answer to the oath, and told him if that 
would serve, there should be some manifestation from him 
that he was satisfied with it ; but if he was not satisfied, 
then we could not expect anything but to suffer. It put 
him to a stand, and he said he knew not what to do ; they 
that were about him gave answer and said, the King could 
do nothing but according to the law, and if we would not 
be subject to the laws of the nation, then we must suffer 
by them — so at that time they took him away from me. 

" The last First-day I was at Whitehall, and gave the 
King a paper which I was moved to write to him. There 
was one with me who had some books ; three of the * Battle- 
doors '* were delivered ; one to the King's bed-chamberman, 



* << 



The BattIedo;)r** was a book written at the suggestion of 
George Fox, by Benjamin Furley and John Stubbs, who were great 
linguists. It gave examples from about thirty different languages, 
of the common use of the pronouns thee and thou to s'ngle persons 
even of the highest rank, notwitlistanding the annoyance such use 
gave to English people. 
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and another to the dean of the chapel, and a third to a great 
man of the court. There were likewise given some of the 
'Answers to the Phanatic History',' which thou spoke of in 
thy last letter. The ' Phanatic History ' was answered on 
its first coming forth by J. N. and R. 11.* Tliere are some 
queries put out by Jesuits or Papists to Friends, which J. 
Nayler is now answering. 

**I do not know but there may be way made for my 
return ere it be long, but I cannot see that it will be before 
the assizes. Let me hear from thee by the next post, and 
weigh this thing ; for I am given up to the will and the 
service of the Lord. 

"All are very well here ; and all the meetings full and 
quiet. Let inquiry be made at the post-house what became 
of the letters. There were some to the children that I 
-would not like to have lost. G. F. was put on the outside, 
and it may be that was the cause [they were not delivered]. 

" Our everlasting Icji^e is unto you, 

" M. F."t 

Thus indorsed on the back in George Fox's writing : — 
" M. F. to G. P., at Lancaster Prison, concerning the King's 
sa^'ings." 

Three weeks later than the date of the preceding letter, 
Richard Hubberthom wrote to Margaret Fell concerning 
the writ which had been sent down, summoning George 
Fox to London. From this letter we perceive, that her 
friend Colonel West was again aiding in the cause of liberty 
and justice. 



♦ James Nayler's case was specially commented on in the ** Pha- 
natic History," and he very candidly and earnestly repliid, taking 
fully on himself ths blame that belonged to him — at the same time 
showing that the Friends as a Society were not therein implicated. 

f From the original in late James Midgley's old 3IS. collection, 
now in possession of his daughter, E. Thwaite, of Spring Hill, 
Rochdale. 
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RiCIIAUD IIUBBERTHORN TO MaRQABET FeLL. 

" Dear Friend. — This day I came to Preston about the 
12th liour, and Ilobort Widders and I and John Lawson 
went to the Sheriir,and delivered him the writ, and Colonel 
West's letter. The writ being directed to the Chancellor, 
he sent us to him, who put it off for an hour, and after 
that, he wouhl not make out the warrant, but said the 
Sheriff must do it. At last they got the Sheritfand him 
together, and sometimes they were both willing, and then 
tliey sought an occasion from one word which was — its 
being directed to the Chancellor, and saying, " G. Fox in 
prison under your custody," they say he is not in the 
Chancellor's custody but the Sheriff's, so that the word 
your should be his^ and then they say it would serve. So 
they returned to us again that we might send it up that 
that word only be altered, and have it sent down again 
the next post. I have sent it to Colonel West, that he may 
get it done, and returned with speed that it be at Lancaster 
in the assize week. So thou may speak to him to see if he 
have received it, and what return he makes thou may write 
to us, that we may know to whom he doth direct his letter. 
If thou art free thou may mention it to Marsh." 

*^ R. HUBBERTHORN. 
** Preston, i'lat day of Gih mo.'^ * 

The word in the writ was corrected, and the habeas 
corpus promptly returned, but then another pretext for 
retaining the prisoner iu jail was got up. The expense of 
a guard proportioned to the occasion, was more than the 
Lancaster authorities wished to incur; they therefore in- 
sisted that George Fox should pay all the expense of con- 
veyance, and give his written bond to that effect. This he 
positively refused to do, telling them at the same time, if 



* From the Shacklet<^u Colleotiou of original unpublishd Swarth- 
moor letter.-!. 
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he were a man such as they had represented him to be, his 
bond should not be asked for or taken, and instead of a 
convoy of constables, they should send a troop or two of 
horse to guard liim. 

" Meanwhile," says Fox, " the assizes came on ; but inas- 
much as there was a w*rit come down, for removing me up, 
I was not brought before the judge. At the assizes many 
people came to see me, and I was moved to speak out of 
the jail window to them, and show them how uncertain 
their religion was ; and that every sort that had been 
uppermost persecuted the rest. When popery had been 
uppermost, people had been persecuted for not following 
the mass, and they that did hold up the mass cried then 
theirs was the higher power ^ and that the people must be 
subject to the higher power. Afterwards, they that held 
up for the common prayer persecuted others for not fol- 
lowing that ; they also said it was the higher power ^ and 
we must be subject to that. The Presbyti^rians and 
Independents each cried we must be subject to their higher 
power^ and submit to the directory of the one, and the 
Church faith of the other. Thus all, like the apostate 
Jews, have cried ' help, men of Israel, against true Chris- 
tians.' So people might see how uncertain they are about 
their religions. But I directed them to Christ Jesus (the 
highest power), that the}' might be built upon Ilim, the 
rock and foundation that changeth not. Much on this wise 
I declared to them, and they were quiet and very attentive." 
This sort of preaching from the window of the prison did 
not please the authorities — neither was the act nor the 
doctrine agreeable ; but they saw no safe way of preventing 
it- So they began to wish to get clciir of their prisoner, if 
they could only do so without incurring the expense they 
had protested ho must pay. After further consideration 
they asked him for a bond of promise as to his behaviour 
on the way up, and his presenting himself as required, and 
they would let him go alone. The letter below, from II. 
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Hiibberthom, written about four weeks after the preceding 
one, explains to Margaret Fell the prisoner's views on this 
point. 

RiCUABD HUBBERTUOBN TO MARGARET FelL. 

" Dear Sister, — My dear love with the rest of Friends 
here is unto thee. We have not this last post received any 
letter from thee. The last week I did write unto thee how 
the sheriff for the present has i)ut a stop to the business of 
George coming up, because George would not seal bond to 
good behaviour ; since which I have been with him twice, 
but he (the sheriff) yet stands upon it, and now he saith it 
shall be so till Colonel West comes down. He saith, if 
Colonel West will but say that he may do it with safety to 
himself without George's own bond, that he will do it — 
and thus he makes his last excuse. So having heard that 
Colonel AVest was coming down, I went to Preston to have 
met him ye:<terday, but he did not come ; neither as yet do 
I know any certainty of his coming — whether he have put 
it off or not. But if he do come I expect it may be [all 
settled] shortly. G. F. is well, and all Friends hereabouts. 
This day there is a general meeting at Wray near Hornby, 
which I am going to. 

" My dear love to Friends there, to James Na^-ler and 
George W^hitehead ; remember me to Elizabeth Crofl. 

" Dearly remember me, 

*' R. HUBBERTHORN. 

" Dearly remember me to Gerard Roberts, Gilbert Latcy^ 
Anne Downes, and M. Gonders."* 

As we hear no more of Colonel West, we may presumcsc 
he did not leave London at that time. The authorities s^ 
Lancaster in the meantime becoming more and more uneasy .^ 
they at length yielded to the proposal of the prisoner, whi(^ J 

* From tho original in the Shackloton Collection. 
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was simply that he would go to London with some of his 
own friends and at his own cost, taking his time, 3*et taking 
care *' to be in London on such a day, if the Lord did per- 
mit." Further that he himself, or if they chose it, one of 
his friends, would carry their charge against him, and pre- 
sent it. To this they at last consented. *' Whereupon," 
says Fox, " I was set out of prison and went to Swarth- 
moor, where I stayed two or three days, and from thence 
went to Lancaster again, and so to Preston, having meet- 
ings among Friends on the way." Thus he proceeded from 
place to place among his friends, holding meetings as he 
went along, and reached London in due time. It was the 
day after the execution of some of those concerned in the 
condemnation of the late king, and the city was in great 
commotion. But to the accused himself, who was eye and 
ear witness of all these scenes, we must refer the telling of 
his trial, and release, in his own inimitable simple graphic 
style, quaint though it be : — 

•*We went next morning to Judge Mallet's chamber, 
who was putting on his red gown to go sit upon some of 
more the King's judges. He was then very peevish and 
froward, and said I might come another time. We went 
Another time to his chamber, and then there was with him 
Judge Foster, who was called the Lord Chief Justice of 
Tlngland; with me was one called Esquire Marsh, who was 
one of the bed-chamber of the King. When he had de- 
livered to the judges the charge that was against me, and 
they had read to those words that said I and my friend 
were embroiling the nation in blood, &c., they struck their 
hands upon the table ; whereupon I told them I was the 
man that charge was against, but I was innocent of any 
SQch thing, and that I had brought it up myself, and some of 
my friends came up with me, without any guard. As yet 
they had not minded my hat ; but now seeing it on, they 
aaidy for what did I stand with my hat on. I told them I 
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did not stand so in any contempt to them. Then they com- 
manded one to take it off; and when they had called for the 
Marshal to the King's Bench, they said to him — ^ You must 
take tiiis man and secure him, but you must let him have 
a chamber, and not put him among the prisoners.' ' My 
lord,' said the Marshal, * I have no chamber to put him into, 
my house is so full that I cannot tell where to provide a 
room for him but amongst the prisoners.' * Nay,' said the 
Judge, 'you must not put him amongst the prisoners.' 
But when he still answered that he had no other place to 
put me in, Judge Foster said to me, * Will you appear to- 
morrow about ten of the clock, at the King's Bench bar in 
Westminster ? ' I said , ' Yes, if the Lord gives me strength.' 
Then said Judge Foster to the other judge — ' If he says yes 
and promises it, you may take his word 1' so I was dismissed 
for that time. 

** Next day I a[)peared at the King's Bench bar at the 
hour appointed, llobert Withers, Richard Hubberthom, 
and the Esquire Marsh before-named, going with me. I 
was brought unto the middle of the court, and as soon as 
I was come in, I was moved to look about, and turning to 
the people, said, — * Peace be among you.' 

" The charge against me was read openly ; the people 
were moderate, and the judges cool and loving, and the 
Lord's mercy was to them. But when they came to that 
part which said that I and my friends were embroiling the 
nation in Mood, and raising a new war, and that I was an 
enemy to the King, &c., they lifted up their hands. Then 
stretching out my arms I said, ^ I am the man whom that 
charge is against ; but I am as innocent as a child concern- 
ing the charge, and have never learned any war postares.' 
And said I, * Do you think if my friends and I had been 
such men as the charore declares, that I would have brouorht 
it up myself against myself? — or that I should have been 
suffered to come up with or.ly one or two of my own 
friends with me ? Ilad I been such a mau as this charge 
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sets forth, should I not have been guarded up with a troop 
or two of horse t The sheriff and magistrates of Lanca- 
shire tliought fit to let me and my friends come with it 
ourselves, almost two hundred miles without any guard 
at all." 

George Fox required no counsel to plead his cause — 
these plain facts, told in a truthful, straightforward, daunt- 
less spirit, carried conviction along with them, when to 
ascertain the truth was the object of inquiry. Thus he 
proceeds : — 

" Then the judge asked me whether the charge should 
be filed, or what I would do with it ; I answered ' Ye are 
Judges and able [I hope] to judge in this matter, therefore 
do with it what ye will, I ieave it to you.' Then Judge 
Twisden began to speak some angry words ; I appealed to 
Judge Foster and Judge Mallet, who had heard me over- 
night ; whereupon they said they did not accuse me, for 
they had nothing against me. Then stood up he that was 
called Esquire Marsh, who was of the King's bed-chamber, 
and told the judges it was the King's pleasure that I should 
be set at liberty, seeing no accuser came forward against 
me. Then they asked me whether I would put it to the 
King and Council. I said yes, with a good will ; where- 
upon they sent the sheriff's return which he had made to 
the habeas corpus, containing the matters charged against 
me in the mittimus to the King, that he might see for 
what I was committed. 

" Upon consideration of the whole matter, the King 
being satisfied of my innocenc}', commanded his secretary 
to send an order to Judge Mallet for my release, which the 
secretary did thus • — ' It is his Majesty's pleasure that you 
give order for the releasing and setting at full liberty the 
person of George Fox, late a prisoner in Lancaster jail, 
and commanded hither by an habeas corpus. And this 
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signification of His Majesty's pleasure shall be your suflS- 

cient warrant. Dated at Whitehall, the 24th of October, 

1G60.' 

" ^ Edward Nicholas. 

" * For Sir Thomas Mallet, Knight, 

one of the Justices of the King's Bench.' " 

When this order was delivered to Judge Mallet, he sent 
next morning his warrant to the Marshal of the King's 
Bench, for the release of George Fox, which order was 
dated " 25th of October in the year of our Lord 1660." 
The narrative continues — 

" Thus after I had been a prisoner somewhat more than 
twenty weeks, I was freely set at liberty by the King's 
command, the Lord's power having wonderfully wrought 
for the clearing of my innocency ; Porter, who committed 
me, not daring to appear to make good the charge he had 
falsely suggested against me. After it was known I was 
discharged, terror took hold of Justice Porter, for he was 
afraid I would take the advantage of the law against him 
for my wrong im-prisonment, and thereby undo him, his 
wife and children. And indeed I was put on by some in 
authority to have made him and the rest examples. But I 
said I would leave them to the Lord ; if the Lord did 
forgive them I should not trouble myself with them." 

The order of Sir Thomas Mallet, for the final liberation 
of George Fo:^ bears the same date as the following letter 
from 

Margaret Fell to her Childreic at Home. 

London, C^5th of Sth mo, {lOth mo.)^ 16G0. 

" My dearly beloved lambs and babes, — My love is to 
you all, and my prayer to the Lord is for you all, that with 
His arm and power you may be kept in the bosom of Hifik 
love, there to be nursed and cherished up to eternal life. 
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" George Fox is now freed, blessed be the Lord God, 
'whose arm and power alone has done it. After he had 
appeared before the judge who had sent for him up, then 
he appeared before the Lord Chief Justice of England in 
his chamber. The next day he appeared before them all 
in open court, in the King^s Bench ; and all this after the 
Xing had granted out an order to set him free, but they 
would not set him free till he had appeared in all these 
places, to see if anything would come against him. It was 
of great service for the Truth. 

" I cannot at present write punctually the time of my 
return, for I do feel that I am not yet clear of this place, 
but still do wait for the Lord's will and pleasure, and His 
time to be manifested to me ; and I trust you will rest 
satisfied in that — for there is everlasting peace, — and there 
it is you will enjoy me. I do not know how suddenly the 
Lord may give me freedom to come home, but when He 
does I shall embrace it lovingly, 

" Let me hear of the little ones, how it is with them all ; 
you mention [but] little of them when you write, and my 
<lesirc is to hear of you all, and of your well-being in the 
Xord. It may be you have heard, ere this, that Jtimes 
Uayler hath finished his natural life, and hath laid down 
his body of earth about three score miles off London. 

" So no more, but my love in the Lord Jesus is with you ; 

and as soon as the Lord gives me leave I shall return. The 

eternal arm of the Almighty be with you.* 

" M. F." 

The next letter is from the eldest of the sisters, Margaret 
Fell, jun., who accompanied her mother to London. It is 
80 short that I am induced to leave it as it stands in the 
original, wilh the spelling and abbreviations of the day; 
though, generally I have thought it better to modernize the 
Bpelling of the old letters introduced, and to give words 

• From Barclay*8 Letters of Early Friends. 
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in full, instead of copying the antiquated abbreviations 
common to the Hth century: — 

Margaret Fell, Jun., to her Sisters. 

" Dear Sisters, — My deare love in ye bowels of tender love 
is to you all, hopeing of your wellbeing in ye Lord. My 
Mo. with ray Bro. and myselfe are all in health, blessed be 
ye God of all our mercies. Deare O. F. is heare, and also 
very well, with several other Friends. 

" Deare hearts, I know my mother's absence may seeme 
long to you, for indeed ye time of her return is prolonged 
more than shee herselfe did exi^ect, but now we are given 
up to ye will of ye Lord in it, and therein have peace. I 
know yt when shee hath the freedom from Him you will 
soon have her wtii you at home. 

" My deare love perticularly to Friends of our family, and 
other Friends as you are free. 

" Deare Sisters, farewell, 
" Your truly loving sister, 

" M. F." 

**Pellmeli^ ye 30th of ye 8th month, 1660. 

"Ye Queen is a coming, and soe my Mo. thinks to see 
her before she [returns home].* 

What follows is written in George Fox's handwriting, 
after the conclusion of the above letter, and is probably in 
reply to messages of affectionate communication from the 
Swarthmoor children to come and pay them another visit 
at the Ilall :— 

" D*" babes of lif and power, dwell in the lif and power-*^ 
and wisdorac of God. In that you will enjoy mee as [if E3 
were] presant, and feele verity in dominion." 

The following is from Bridget, Margaret Fell's seconc^ 
daughter. It is the only letter from her that I have seen :- 

* From the onglnal in Ihe Thwaite Co.lection. 
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Bridget Fell to her Mother. 

**8wAiiTHMOOR, the 15th of 9th mo,, 1660. 

" Dear mother, — Our love salutes thee dearly, with our 
love to clear George Fox and our sister. We are all well 
here, praised be the Lord, and we patiently wait to hear of 
thy return, which would be joy to us;, but in the will of 
the Lord we are satisfied. Friends hereward well. Many 
desire to be remembered to thee. Little as yet is acted 
against Friends here, but in Cumberland there are a great 
many in prison for not taking the oath, and four are im- 
prisoned in Kendal. 

" We have received every week a letter from you, and 

desire you not to fail in letting us have the like while you 

stay. John Elithorn desired me to acquaint thee that his 

lease^is out, which he and Sissons had together, and he hath 

a desire to have it all to himself; he saith he had some such 

grant of thee. Thou may in a word signify thy mind about 

this. 

" In haste, I rest thy obedient daughter, 

"Bridget Fell."* 
" For her loving Mother, 

Margaret Fell, at her lodging at the 

Pellmell, London." 



CHAPTER XIV. 

1657—1660. 

"Henry Fell — Letters kiiom John Kous to Margaret Fkll — 
Hksry Fell to Bridget Fell — Henry Fell to Margaret 
Felu 

Among the letters of sympathy and condolence to Mar- 
garet Fell on the death of her husband, one quoted was 
'Written in the West Indies by Henry Fell. The family 



*From the original in the Swarthmoor manuscripts of Robert 
Spence, North Shields. 
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history of that indivi lual I have in vain endeavoured to 
trace. From his letters it may be inferred that he was not 
a near relation of the Judge, though a dear and intimate 
friend and neighbour to the Swarthmoor family. He seems 
to have stood in the same position to the Fells of Bajcliff 
(or BecklilT), of whom Leonard Fell was the most conspic- 
uous Friend. That he was not their near relative we judge 
merely by the fact, that in writing of them he never calls 
any of them by titles that imply consanguinity. He some- 
times calls Margaret Fell his dear sister, but only in the 
sense which indicates religious unity. He also addresses 
her as one who had kindly watched over and cherished his 
religious growth, one who had been to him a spiritual 
nursing-mother in the infancy of his Christian life. He was 
evidently a man of good education, and had a free command 
of words in which to express his thoughts ; in his feelings 
he was hopeful, benevolent, and courageous ; with ahighl3'- 
dovotional spirit. All these qualifications, when sanctified 
in tiio service of the Lord, were important elements for the 
Christian missionary work. 

From the time of his first acquaintance with the religious 
principles of the Friends, Henry Fell seems to have upheld 
them with conscientious zeal. He was one of the early reli- 
gious labourers in the island of Barbadoes, where he formed 
a cordial intimate friendship with John Rous, son to a 
wealth}' planter, Lieutenant-Colonel Rous. John Rous 
also became a minister; and it is said to have been under 
his preaching that his father was convinced of Friends' 
principles. The father also joined the Society. Those two 
young men in 1()57 had arranged to pay a visit to New 
England. Their prospect is expressed in the following 
letter : — 

John Rous and Henry Fell to Margaret Fell. 

"Barbadoes, e4th of 3rd mo., 1G57, 

**DearM. F., — Our dear love salutes thee in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who hath loved us and given himself for us ^ 
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that He might redeem us from all iniquity, and reconcile 
us unto God by the blood of the covenant, and so break 
down the middle wall of partition, that we, who were afar 
off, are now nigh in Him who hath slain the enmity. 

"We both of us wrote to thee lately by the way of 
Bristol, which we hope thou hast received before this. We 
are still waiting here to get a passage for New England. 
We have not heard anything yet from Anne Burden and 
Hary Dyer, who went thither, but every day ships are 
expected from thence. We writ to New England, and sent 
8ome queries thither to priests, and directed them to one 
Russell, who is something moderate. It is like he will 
show them to the priest, and we hope there may be way 
made for our getting thither ere long." 

H. Fell then writes of himself: — "As for my return to 
England, I can say little at present (although I could desire 
it if the will of the Lord were so), by reason that New 
England doth so much lie upon us both. Truly our stay 
liere is, and hath been serviceable, yet great desires there 
are for going to New England for the seed's sake which 
groans for deliverance. 

" I have taken up here the value of 40 shillings for neces- 
saries — things are very dear in this place, and if we got 
passage to New England there will be more which may be 
mentioned hereafter. Thou may let those forty shillings 
be paid to William Wilson, of the sign of the Pestel and 
Morter in Wood Street, London, and he must place it to 
the account of Thomas Rous the elder. 

" I am well every way as to the outward, and am pre- 
Ber^'ed safe, though many times I have passed through the 
hands of wicked and unreasonable men, yet tlieir power 
was limited, — praises be unto my Heavenly Father for 
evermore I 

" Remember my dear love to Margaret Fell, and Bridget 
and Isabel) and Sarah, and the rest of the children. My 
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dear love also to Anne Cleaton, and Mary Askew, and 
George Elletson, and to Richard Wilson. I suppose the 
letter 1 received from thee was in his writinor. Truly tliouffh 
far removed from you outwardly, yet am I with 3'ou in the 
everlasting covenant of life and light. My love to you all 
who are faithful in the Lord I cannot express. And dear 
M., let thy prayer be for us to thy Heavenly Father, that 
we may be kept faithful in the work of the Lord, and that 
our testimon3' we may finish to llis praise and glory, whose 
l)()wer is made known in weakness ; for when we feel weak 
then are we strong in the Lord, and have nothing to glory 
in of ourselves. Therefore not unto us, but to His name be 
the praise for evermore, for it is His due. 

** Renieml)er my dear love to thy husband, and to thy 
son George Fell, for there is that in them both which my 
soul love til. 

" So we remain thy dear brethren in the unchangeable 

truth of God, 

John Rous — Henbt Fell."'* 

The next letter signifies a change in the plans of Henry 

Fell :— 

John Rous to Margaret Fell. 

" Dearly beloved in the Lord, M. F., — Often in the light 
do I behold thee and am refreshed upon every remem- 
brance of thee. Thou art dear to me as my own life. I 
would greatly desire to see thy face in the flesh, but I see 
no way as yet. 

" My dear brother Henry Fell hath freedom to go to 
Enghmd, so that when he is gone, there will be no Friend 
in the ministry here beside me. But here are some precious 
Friends whom I know will stand witnesses for God ascainst 
the world. [May] the Lord keep them all to His own_- 
praise as faithful witnesses for Himself I I wait to geti^ 
passage for New England ; the rage of the magistrates ther 

♦ From the original iu Dcvoubhiru Uouso Colloctlou. 
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is very great, but many are discortented at their dealings 
•with Friends. 

" Henry Fell can at large shew thee how it is with us 
here. Dear sister, pray for me, that I may be kept bold in 
the Lord and declare His will. 

" My love in the Lord salutes thee and all thy family. 

" Farewell. 

" John Rous." 
''Barbadoes, 22nd 5th mo.y 1657, 

About a month after the date of the foregoing letter, 
John Rous sailed for New England. At first he was treated 
with some consideration and respect by the colonial authori- 
ties, in the hope of winning him over from his new friends. 
His father, when formerly in the army, had been stationed 
in New England, and having been very popular there, his 
son would have been received with open arras, had it not 
been for his Quaker proclivities ; but, when his steady 
adherence to Quaker principles had been so unequivocally 
evinced as to leave no hope of his forsaking them, all 
reserve was laid aside, and he was treated with the same 
cruelty others endured, who declined to adopt the religious 
creed of the governing party. With two other Friends, he 
was cast into prison, and with them suffered flogging and 
mutilation, because they would persevere in preaching to 
the New England people, whilst the people contiiiUL*d to 
listen notwithstanding the prohibition of their rulers. 

Whilst John Rous was a prisoner in Boston Jail, he 
>rrote as follows : — 

John Rous to Margaret Fell. 

*' Dearly beloved Sister, — Whom I honour because of the 
true nobility wherewith the Lord God hath clothed thee, 
^lioogh thy face I have not seen in the outward, yet because 
^f thy beauty in the Truth, is my heart enlarged towards 
thee beyond what words can express. Often hath it been 
Xnj desire to see thy face in the flesh, though hitherto the 
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Father hath not given mo my desire, having service for me 
in these remote countries. I hope when I am clear of this 
land, and have s{>ent some time in Barbadoes, I shall go for 
England, and, as way is made, see thee. The Lord who 
knows my heart knows that I have no greater delight in 
any, than those that flourish in the Truth. I shall rejoice 
when, after my travels and suflTerings, the Lord shall bring 
me to sec the faces of many whom I have never seen, 3'et 
whom I love in the Truth. 

" Thy letter, dated in the 12th month, I received the 24th 
of the Oth month, being the day before I was put in here, 
and it was a great refreshment to me ; for I had not, that I 
remember, received a letter from any Friend in England, 
since I received Henry Fell's former letter written from 
London. According to thy desire, I shall now in short give 
thee a relation of some things I have passed through since 
I came into this land. 

"About the last of sixth month, 165?, I came from 
Barbadoes with another Friend, an inhabitant of the island, 
and according to the appointment of the Father, landed 
on Rhode Island in the beginning of the eighth month. 
Being come thither, I heard of the arrival of Friends from 
England." 

The remainder of this letter is chiefly occupied with 
detailed accounts of the imprisonments and the floggings 
which John Rous and the two English Friends had, in con- 
sequence of their preaching, to endure from the authorities 
in the succeeding eleven months. The letter concludes 
thus : — 

" Great have been the suflerings of Friends in this land, 
but generally they suffer with much boldness and courage 
both the spoiling of their goods and the abusing of their 
bodies. There are Friends few or more, almost from one 
end of the land to the other that is inhabited by th» 
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^English. A firm foundation there is here laid, sach an one 
as the devil will never get broken up. 

"If thou art free to write to me thou may direct thy 
letter to be sent to Barbadoes for me. In that which is 
eternal do I remain thy brother, earnestly thirsting for the 
prosperity and peace of Zion, the city of the living God. 

" John Rous. 
** From a lions' den called 
Boston Prison, this Crd day of the 7th month, 1658.'' 

A few days after the date of the foregoing, the prisoners 
were again summoned before the Court, and sentenced that 
each should have his right ear cut off; and that barbarous 
sentence, despite their appeal to Cromwell, and to the laws 
. of England, was carried out ; on the Hth of the same month 
the prisoners were released. 

After his release from Boston prison in the Tth month, 
1658, we have no letter or other notice in which John Rous 
is mentioned for the following three years and a half, unless 
the J. R. in Alexander Parker's letter of 1G59, applies to 
him.* It is probable it does, and that he then enjoyed the 
first opportunity of becoming personally acquainted with 
bis Swarthmoor friends, and especially with her who after- 
wards became his wife. In 1601 he was married at Swarth- 
moor Hall, to Margaret Fell, jun. After that event he 
settled in England and became a London West India 
merchant. Being in good circumstances and generous, 
doubtless he was one of those who libcrall}' aided in raising 
funds to support the Friends' missionary work, then going 
on in the Eastern as well as the Western hemisphere. To 
his mother-in-law John Rous proved a true son. Ever 
watchful to promote her interests — in every difficulty aiding 
Ijor by his executive business talents, and S3'mpathizing 
niost cordiall}' with her religious and maternal feelings, he 
^as a comfort to her when that son who should especially 
have been so, was not. 

♦ See Chapter XII. 
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We next hear of Henry Fell through that letter to 
Margaret Fell, already quoted, near the close of 1659, when 
he writes to tell her of the outrages committed on Friends 
by General Monk's soldiers.* After the lapse of six months 
we hear of Jiim again through his letter to one of the young 
people at tlie Hall, written whilst M. F. and M. F., jun., 
were in London. From it we learn tliat during the interim 
he had been in i)rison. It is as follows : — 

IIeney Fell to Bridget Fell. 

London, llth 6th mo,, 1C60. 

Dear Sister, — In that which is not of this world, but 13 
of the Father, doth my love salute thee. By this we have 
been called and gathered out of the world, wherein we had 
our conversation in times past. We were in the friendship 
thereof, but at enmity with God, and strangers to Ills 
covenant of i)romise, and to the life and power into which 
the Lord hath gathered and is gathering all His, where 
they may have fellowship with Him, and with one another. 
This is the relation which is eternal ; in this doth my dear 
love reach unto thee unfeignedly, and to all thy dear sisters 
— children, &c., itc, of my heavenly Father, whose remem- 
brance is precious to me. My love doth also dearly salute 
M. A., and J. P., and the rest of Friends in the family. 

" This may lot thee and them know, that I was released 
from my imprisonment [at Thetford,in Norfolk] about ten 
days ago, and so I came to this cit}' two da3'S since, where 
I have been much refreshed in my dear friends, esi)eciall3r 
thy mother and sister, and Wm. Caton,and Thos. Salthouse^ 
who came to town yesterday; but he is gone out of towik^ 
again this day, and so passeth westward (I mean T. S.)«— 
]My dear love;, I desire thee to remember me to Leonanff 
Fell, and Friends as thou remembfcrest, and let them kno^^ 
that I am well and at liberty ; — glory and praises etern^-T^ 

* See Chapter XII, page 105, 
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be unto the Lord God of heaven and earth, who worketh 
for the good of those that fear IlimI 

" Dear hearts, truly my love flows forth unto you, and I 
should be glad to see you (if the Lord so order it) that 
I might have more time with you than I had last, when I 
was with thy sister Isabel and thee. My parting so sud- 
denly with you was some cross to me, but it was good for 
me, and for the service of the Truth, which is to be prized 
above all earthly things. May the Lord God Almighty 
everlastingly preserve us, and keep us faithful unto the 
end, and in the end [paper torn]. 

" I am, thy dear brother, in the [torn], 

" Henry Fell/' 

A few months later he writes from Aldborough to 
Margaret Fell, then in London : — 

Henry Fell to Margaret Fell. 

**;?»(? day of JOth mOy IGGO. 

" M. F. — Beloved in the Lord whom my soul lion ours. 
*' Much is in my heart to write to thee, for the love of 
God is as new wine which would have vent, and by which 
I am often bo filled that my cup doth overflow. 

** My love also is remembered to dear M. Fell with thee, 
and if this come to thy hand before thou go from London, 
let my love, which cannot be expressed in words, be re- 
membered to my beloved father, George Fox, and also to 
Leonard Fell, and other Friends, as thou art free. 

" This day (being First-day) I am to have a meeting at 

the town of Aldborough, in Suffolk, where I am at present. 

-tlcre 18 a mighty power stirring amongst the people. The 

l^riends in the town came where I lay the Inst ni<iht, and I 

^pake a few words amongst them, when many of them were 

^uch shaken with the power, and cried out. ThoiiLih there 

'^as some mixture with it, yet there was true i)owcr, Avhich 

X had much unity with. There hath been one William 
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Allen, a Friend, with me for the most part ever since I 
came from London, both in £sscx and Suffolk and some 
parts of Norfolk, where we have had very many good and 
precious meetings, very quiet and large, without any oppo- 
sition; for a great calm there is all the country over; and 
desires in many are begotten daily after Truth. It is a 
good time to labour while people's spirits are so calm and 
even. 

" William Allen* is to be at Norwich this day at a general 
meeting; and to-morrow I pass that way, and the next 
First-day, if the Lord will, to be again at Thetford, and 
afterwards to London; — attending to G. F.'s desire in 
J. S.'s letter to me acquainting me of some likelihood of a 
passage to the East Indies. It is in my heart to see Friends 
in the North if the Lord will, while the ship is getting 
ready.'' 

All the letters in this chapter are from the original in 
the Devonshire House Collection. 



CHAPTER XV. 

1661-1662. 

Foreign Missions in titk West — ^Italy—Syria — Egypt — ^Tub- 
key — Friends called for their Support — Henry Fell 
AND John Stubbs start for the East— Catherine Evans 
AND Sarah Cheevehs in the Inquisition at Malta — Mary 
FisHER*s Visit to the Ehpeuok of Turkey. 

Some idea may be formed of the extent over which the 
religious missions of the early Friend?* spread, when we 
read the following opening paragraph of an epistle issued 
by the general national meeting, held at Skiptoa in Second 
Month, 1G60:— 

" Dear Friends and Brethren, — We have certain infor- 
mation from Friends in London of the great work and 

* William Allen was of Earl's Colue, in Essex. 
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service of the Lord beyond the seas, in several regions, — 
as in Italy, at Florence, Mantua, Tuscan}-, and Rome ; in 
Turkey, Jerusalem, France, the Palatine, Geneva, Norway, 
Barbadoes, Bermuda, Antigua, Jamaica, Surinam, and 
Newfoundland. Through all tliese places Friends have 
passed in the service of the Lord ; and divers other coun- 
tries, places and islands ; and among many nations of the 
Indians, in which they have had service for the Lord: 
through great travails having published His name, and 
declared the everlasting Gospel of peace unto tlicra that 
had been afar off, that they might be brought nigh unto 
God," kc. 

The epistle then recommended that a general collection 
be made in every particular meeting, to be sent *' as for- 
merly to London for the service and use aforesaid." 

Whilst Margaret Fell and her daughter remained in 
London, two of their particular friends, with some of whose 
letters the reader is already acquainted, prepared for a 
missionary visit to Eastern Asia. These were John Stubbs 
and Henry Fell. The last sentence quoted in the last 
chapter from Henr}' Fell's letter, refers to that prospect, 
and the ship in which they expected to sail, via Cape of 
Good Hope. They obtained a warrant from the King 
authorizing them to have a passage to tlie East Indies ; but 
the East India company at that early time were so jealous 
of any such visitors to India, that they determined to evade 
the ro3'al order, and eventually they succeeded in prevent- 
ing them from having a passage in any of the Company's 
Bhips. 

George Fox says Henry Fell and John Stubbs " were 
moved to go toward China and Prester John's country," 
and when the ships of the East India company would not 
carry them, they started for Alexandria, in order to go by 
the caravans from thence. I have found the following 
ifctter from Henry Fell among the SwurLhmoor papers at 
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Dcvon;shire Iloiise, which gives some interesting details of 
their Mediterraiieuu voyage : — 

Henry Fell to Gebrard Roberts. 

"Alicakt Roads, lS(h4ihmo.f 1661. 

" Dear Brother, — Much I might write concerning the 
largeness of the love of God unto us whom He hath called 
forth in this His service, making us willing to forsake our 
native country and whatsoever was dear to us there. But 
He is even now giving us a blessed reward ; for His presence 
is with us and His love doth daily refresh our hearts, and 
we want for nothing. We are all well thus far on our way, 
and the master of the ship hath been exceedingly kind and 
loving to us beyond expectation, also the ship's company. 
We were in Malaga Roads, but did not come to an anchor, 
but some Spanish merchants came on board, and we deliv- 
ered them that book containing those papers to the King of 
Spain, to the Pope, to the King of France, and the governor 
of Malta ; and they read it, and carried it ashore with them ; 
and likewise here we got some delivered, where we have 
been for two da^^s and more. — Now we are under sail to 
pass away for Leghorn, if tlie Lord will. 

** I have this further to certify concerning the two women 
Friends, Catherine Evans and tlie other, — that they are 
])risoners in the Inquisition in Malta: for this morning we 
spoke with one Captain Harris ( he nia}-^ be the bearer of this), 
who was there, and endeavoured very much to have them 
released, but could not. He sailh the}' took shipping at 
Leghorn in a Dutch ship for Alexandria, and were put 
into Malta by contrary winds, where going ashore they 
dispersed some papers, and thereupon the officers of the 
Inquisition laid hold on them, and confined them, first to 
the Consul's house, till they could hear from Rome, "where 
they sent for an order what to do with them, which when 
it came, was tliat they should be put into the prison of the 
Inquisition, and lie there till they die. At first they were 
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put in together, but after some time they were separated. 
lie saith when he was there the}^ had been eiglit or nine 
months separated, and neither knew whether the other was 
alive or not; but now he thinks they are together. lie 
saith they have been there about twenty months. Captain 
Harris saith he himself did prolTer to be bound in a £500 
bond, if they would release them and send them aboard 
his ship ; but they would not except he would engage that 
they should never come within the Catholic dominions 
again. He made that offer unknown to the women, — he 
"was not given the liberty of seeing them, but the Consul 
(since dead) went in and saw them. They were knitting, 
and he saw them have bread and water allowed them. He 
said he did believe they were in much want, though they 
Baid they were pretty well and contented, and wished him 
not to be troubled for them. At present there seems little 
likelihood of their releasement. 

" De!l»Gerrard, I would desire that thou write to Thomas 
Salthouse, to let him know concerning these two Friends, 
for he and Thomas Murford did write to me and John 
Stubbs to enquire about them. If we hear any further 
respecting them when we get to Leghorn, it is likely we 
may again write. I rest thine in true and unfeigned love, 

*' Henry Fell. 

(Addressed) " This to my dear friend Gerrard 

Roberts, a wine cooper, at the 
sign of the Flower de Luce in 
Thomas Apostles, these deliver 
* in London." 

Catherine Evans and Sarah Cheevers, who were on their 
way to Palestine when arrested at Malta, remained prisoners 
in the Inquisition about four years. Sewel gives an inter- 
esting account of their treatment, and of their deportment 
wliilst thus confined. Ultimately they were liberated. 
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through the interposition of Friends in England with 
persons in authority. 

Before starting on their mission, John Stubbs and Henry 
Fell had provided themselves with religious books and 
tracts for distribution. John Stubbs was a remarkable 
Oriental scholar ; both of them appear to have l)cen well 
versed in Arabic and Hebrew, into which they had trans- 
lated some Friends* books and tracts, which they distrib- 
uted in Alexandria and Cairo.* Syria they had especially 
in view, and also a visit to the churches of Malabar, or, 
as George Fox expresses it, " Prester John's countr\\" 
However, the powers of the earth seemed determined that 
tliey should have no passage, either by sea or land, to that 
far-otr region. The English Consul at Alexandria, fearing 
they would displease the Mohammedan rulers, employed 
all his influence to thwart their object, and refused to give 
them passports — so they returned towards home, passing 
through Turke}', where they distributed many l9<3ks and 
pamphlet-^ without hindrance, thence over the Continent ; 
and crossing from Holland, they arrived in London early 
in 10G2. 

The Oriental Christian dynasty of Prester John, and the 
supposed region of its site, Prester John's countrj', so lon| 
religiously believed in all over Europe, has ceased to be^^ 
spoken of except as one of the myths of the Middle Ages^ 
That the colouring given to the Romish romance abor.t^ 
them Avas mythical, is ver}* certain ; for it not onl^' reprc — 
sented the first Prester John as converted to the Christiarm 
failh by the spirit of a departed saint that had met him iiB> 
a forest, and conferred on him the title of Presbyter, and 
hence that his successors ever after united in their person^ 

the offices of king and priest to their people ; 3'et more, 

envoys were said to have been sent, some time about tho 
12th centur}', to the Pope at Rome, from the Presb^'tcr 



♦ See Bcsse's ** Sufferings of the Quakers,'' vol. 2. 
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king, to get instructions about the nnnan:ement of the 
- Church. Prester John's country was decliired to be beyond 
Persisi, tliough the exact position was not defined ; but it 
was searched for in vain by Marco Polo and his father in 
the 13th century, as well as by other travellers, who sought 
for it about the confines of Persia. 

When the Portuguese succeeded in reaching India, in the 
15th century, it was confidently expected that the kingdom 
of Prester John would quickly be discovered, and that both 
king and people would rejoice to meet ambassadors from 
the Pope. But there again disappointment ensued. The 
Portuguese declared no such king or people were to be 
found in or near to Malabar. It was then susrixested that 
the country of Prester John must be in Africa, not in Asia 
at nil. By degrees the thought gained ground in Protestant 
Europe, that the happy land, its Presbyter king, and prim- 
itive people, were all Utopian myths. Nevertheless it was 
probable* there were some, who having heard a whisper 
about real Malabar Christians, still believed in Prester 
John's country, though the emerald sceptre and M the 
priestly grandeur of its king were given to the winds. 
Had not some information reached them of such a nature, 
Henry Fell and John Stubbs would hardly have stated 
their intentions of visiting that country ; and George Fox, 
many 3'ear8 after, when transcribing his journal, would not 
have been likely to have deliberately repeated it ; but 
Sewel, who wrote still later, does not allude to Prester 
Jobn*s country at all. Probably he had ado[)ted the idea, 
by that time infused so generally into the public mind, 
that no such country existed. 

The truth is, that on the arrival of the Portuguese on 

the Malabar coast, they found, near to Goa, a Christian 

people, who claimed to be descended from a church estal)- 

Ushed there by the Apostle Thomas. Their religious books 

^ere in the Syriac tongue, though they also spoke the 

language of the country. They acknowledged the Church 
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authority of the patriarch of Antioch, but refused all 
reverence for the Pope or his claims. The Portuguese 
coiihi not bear the idea of these being the representatives 
of Prester John's church and people, seeing they had no 
rogrird for the authority of the Pope, and differed very 
wide!}' from the forms and practices of the Romish Church. 
Therefore they did their utmost to crush them. The In- 
quisition was established at Goa with peculiar rigour and 
secrecy, in order if possible to destroy their books, and 
extirpate those of them who would not turn Romanist. 
A section of these Christians, who were not very near to 
the Portuguese, sought the protection of Mohammedan or 
Hindoo princes, and were thus sheltered from the persecu- 
tion which beset their brethren, who became Inquisitorial 
victims. 

The Inquisition was in flill force at Goa, in 1808, when 
Claudius Buchanan visited that region. He was the first 
Protestant Christian whom the Syrian Churches of Malabar 
had ever met with or heard of from Europe. They had 
previously regarded all Europeans as Roman Catholics, 
and consequently as enemies to their religion. Buchanan 
undeceived them respecting the faith of the English people, 
and instead of speaking against their religious books, he 
brought witli him some New Testaments in the Syriac lan- 
guage, which he left with them. These were the first printed 
copies of the Testament or Bible they had ever seen, all 
they possessed having been written with a pen, and soma 
of them were very old and very beautiful. That these 
were the veritable descendants of that Christian people 
whom Henry Fell and John Stubbs, so full in faith, gave 
themselves up to search after, and to visit in Christian 
love, there is no reason to doubt. They set us that 
example, and pointed to the way two centuries ago. That 
two hundred years should have been allowed to elapse 
before the importance of such a mission was again felt 
among Friends, is indeed marvellous, but so it is. 
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How remarkable, that just two hundred years after 
Henry Fell and John Stubbs had 8et sail from England, on 
their way to India, which they never reached, two Christian 
Friends from that far-off country arrived in London to 
inquire after the Quaker people, whose books they bad been 
reading and whose Christian principles they wished more 
fully to understand ; and our brethren have not been 
inattentive to the call, which has now again directed them 
to the East. May the blessing of the Most High go with 
them, and pro8]K'r that and future missions of Christian 
love from the Society of Friends in England to the people 
of India. 

The knowledge which John Stubbs possessed of European 
languages, as well as those of the East, had made him an 
important instrument on various occasions of foreign inter- 
course. In 1G58, he and Samuel Fisher went to Rome, to 
strive for the liberation of John Pcrrot, who had been put 
into the Inquisition by papal authority, for attempting to 
spread Quaker principles in Ital}-. The}*^ spent a consider- 
able time in the imperial cit}^ on tl)at occasion, and had 
interviews with some of the canlinals, but without effecting 
the immediate liberation of their friend. Instead of that 
the}' seemed to be in imminent danger of being placed in 
the Inquisition themselves, when it was found they had 
distributed books and pamphlets among the monks and 
friars. Some of the latter confessed the truth of the 
doctrines therein developed, but alleged their fear of being 
burned for heresy, were it known they entertained such 
sentiments. At Venice they mingled with the merchants 
(many of whom were Jews) on the Exchange, and in other 
ways also they obtained much opportunity for conversation 
on religious topics with persons in that city. At Ilcidel- 
l)erg, on their return, they were courteously received by 
the Prince Elector Palatine of the Rhine. At the time of 
their interview, he and his nobles were assembled for the 
election of the Emperor. He received their visit in love, 
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and expressed his conviction that they spake in love to 
their souls. At their departure thej' were granted liberty 
for Friends to meet together for religious worship in any 
part of his principality.* 

In ITcnry Fell's earliest letters from Barbadoes, he 
mentions two women Friends, who had preceded him in 
spreading a knowledge of Friends' principles in the West 
Indies. These were Anne Austin and Mary Fisher ; the 
former an elderly matron, the latter about thirty-two years 
of age, having for tho previous three years been a devoted 
preacher in England, and one who had shared in the 
common sufferings inflicted on the Society. She and her 
companion reached Barbadoes the latter part of 1655. 
They brought numerous Friends' books with them, which 
being circulated and carefully read, had made a great im- 
pression throughout the island. Henry Fell sa^'s to his 
Swarthmoor correspondent, "Truly Mary Fisher is a 
precious heart, and hath been very serviceable here." She 
went from thence to New England, where she was subjected 
to the cruel persecutions there inflicted on the first Quakers 
by the intolerance that then prevailed. 

In 1060 Mary Fisher believed herself called to visit 
Mahomet IV. Gerrard Croese, who was personally ac- 
quainted with the Court of the Turkish Sultan and its 
surroundings, gives the following graphic account of her 
efforts to obtain the desired interview : 

" This English maiden would not be at rest before she 
went in person to the great Emperor of the Turks, and 
informed him concerning the errors of his religion, and 
the truth of hers. So she goes on board an English ship 
and sails for Smyrna; when the English Consul at Sm^-rna 
comes to know her design, he advises her by all means to 



* Sc'o ** Biographical ^lemoirs of Friends," by Backhouse and 
Mouuscy. 
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forbear, but she persists in her resolution. The Consul, 
not enduring that she should expose herself to such great 
hazards, and being unable any other way to divert her from 
her purpose, puts her on board a ship to be conveyed to 
Venice. But after she had sailed as far as the Morca, she 
made the captain put her ashore on the next land. Having 
got her freedom, regardless of the weakness of her sex, of 
being all alone, and ignorant of the way and of the language, 
she still perseveres. That she might avoid the danger of 
falling into the hands of thieves, she travels on foot all along 
the sea-coast of the Morea, Greece, and Macedon, from 
tbence over the mountains and craggy places of Romania, 
or Thrace, as far as the River Mariza, when she came to 
Adrianople, where the Emperor did then reside, because 
he was very much hated at Constantinople. There was a 
vast retinue of people attending the Emperor, beside his 
army which lay there, so that there was scarcely room 
enough to contain such a multitude. She was lucky, but 
she did not know it, to alight upon such men who, though 
called Tarks, came not short of any other nation in kind- 
ness to strangers, especially the nobler sort of them, which 
I myself have experienced. Yea, and they do so respect 
and esteem womankind, that if any injure them in words 
or actions, he runs in danger of his life. 

** It was very difficult to get near and speak with the 
Emperor, but as nothing is so pleasant as that which is 
hard to be obtained, this maiden tries every way ; she 
looks about her narrowly, traverses backwards and for- 
wards, through many places, till at last she finds one who 
would speak for her to the Grand Yizier, who is the chief 
man in authority, next to the Emperor, and him she 
acquaints that she was an Englishwoman who had some 
good counsel to give the Emperor from the Great God. 
This vizier was Achmet Bassa, very renowned among the 
Turks, because he succeeded his father in that great office, 
which honour none ever before him attained to. The vizier 
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ppoaks to the Emperor on the woman's behalf; the Emperor 
grants her liberty to come to him. She came accompanied 
by the Emperor's dragomans, but I could never learn what 
it was she said to him." 

Thus far Croese. Our own historian, Sewol, gives in 
more detail the conversation thnt ensued after the message 
had been delivered to Mahomet. But he, no more than 
Croese, seems to have learned what the message was, that 
the Sultan received. 

The Turkish Emperor having named a time when he 
would receive her, Sewel says: — "Being come to the 
camp, she was brought before the Sultan, who had his 
great men about him in such manner as he was used to 
admit ambassadors. He asked by his interpreters (whereof 
there were three with him), whether it was true wliat had 
been told him, thnt she had something to say to him from 
the Lord God ? She answered, * Yea.' Then he bade her 
speak on. She pausing, and weightily pondering what she 
might say, and he, supposing she might be fearful to utter 
her mind before them all, asked her whether she desired 
that any might go aside before she spake ? She answered, 
' No.' He then bade her speak the word of the Lord to 
them, and not to fear, for they had good hearts and could 
hear it. He iilso charged her to speak the word she had 
to say from the Lord, neither more nor less, for they were 
willing to hear it, be it what it would. Then she 8i>oke 
what was upon her mind. 

" The Turks hearkened to her with much gravity till she 
had done, the Sultan asking her whether she had anything 
more to say. She asked him if he understood what she 
Jiad said, and he answered, * Yes, every word ; ' and further 
said, that what she had spoken was truth. Then hedesired 
her to stay in that eountr}', saying that they could not but 
respect one who had taken so much pains to come to them 
so far as from England with a message from the Lord God. 
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TIj also profTerod her a guard to convo}^ her to Constanti- 
nople, whither she intended going. But, not accepting this 
offer, he assured hv»r it was dangerous travelling alonc^ 
especially for such an one as she ; and he wondered she 
had passed safely so far as she had ; adding tliat it was 
out of respect and kindness to her that he made the ofl'er, 
that he would not for anything that she should come to the 
least hurt in his dominions. 

" She having no more to say to the Sultan, the others 
asked her wbat she thought of their prophet Mahomet ? 
She answered, warily, that she knew hira not ; but Christ, 
the True Prophet, the Son of God, who was the light of the 
world, and enlightened every man coming in the world. 
Him she knew. And concerning Mahomet, she said they 
might judge of him to be true or false, according to the 
words and prophecies he spake ; adding, ' If the word that 
a prophet speaketh come to pass, then shall ye know that 
the Lord hath sent that prophet ; but if it come not to pass, 
then shall ye know that the Lord never sent him.' The 
Turks confessed she had spoken truly ; and Mary, having 
delivered her message, departed from the camp to Constan- 
tinople, without a guard and without the least hurt or 
scoff. So she safely arrived in England." 

In the year 1662 Mary Fisher was married to William 
Bailey, a sea-captain, and a preacher and writer of con- 
siderable note among the Friends. 
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CHAPTER XVI 

1660—1664 

Margaret Fell to Kino Charles about the Persecutions — 
Letters to the Queen Dowager— To the Queen op Bohemia 
—To the Trincess op Orange — Marriages at Swarthmoor 
Hall— M. F. returns to London — Writes again to the 
KiNfi— Letters op 3Iary Pease — Letters op William Ed- 

MUNDSON. 

When the preliminaries leading to the liberation of 
George Fox from Lancaster jail were put in train, Mar- 
garet Fell, finding tliat the royal ear was olMjn to her 
appeals, joyfully availed herself of the privilege to lay 
before the King the persecutions against Friends in general. 
Slie wrote a letter and handed it to the King herself, a few 
days after his coronation, in which she alluded to his Breda 
declaration on liberty of conscience. She entreated him 
to see to its fulfilment ; and not to allow the unjust policy 
of others to turn him aside from what was right in the 
sight of God. She showed to the King how invalid was 
the imposition of oaths, when used to bind men to what is 
contrary to their conscience ; that they who take them do 
not regard such oaths as obliging them to obey in that 
which is opposed to their principles. That such temporizers 
can turn every way with the times, taking the oaths to 
escape suflering, yet feeling no way bound to the King or 
his government ; but that those who,, in obedience to God, 
refuse to take any oath, have also a conscience bound to be 
true and faithful to the King's government, and will not for 
any consideration break their word. 

When Charles issued the proclamation for bringing ta 
trial those who were instrumental in taking away hist 
father's life, she wrote to him again, reminding him how^ 
the Lord had restored him without shedding of blood, boi^ 
He had quieted the spirits of the people towards him, ancl. 
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therefore it behoved him as a Christian and a King thus 
restored, to deal with love and patience, showing mere}', 
not vengeance. She reminded him that the riglit of ven- 
geance belongeth only unto God, who desires not tlie death 
of a sinner. She entreated him to consider all this, and 
show himself merciful as in the sight of God, and before 
the whole nation. She said that He who was a just and 
righteous God, had impressed it on her heart to write to 
him, and she entreated him to pray the Lord as Solomon 
did, for wisdom and an understanding heart, that would 
enable him rightly to govern the people. She warned him 
as from the Lord, to beware of taking counsel of evil-minded 
men that might counsel to cruelty and shedding of blood ; 
and to beware of giving power into the hands of those 
whose hearts were for revenge. 

After the execution of Major-General Harrison, when the 
fate of the old King's judges who remained was in suspense, 
she made another appeal on their behalf, imix>rtuning the 
King to stop further shedding of blood, seeing one man had 
suffered death, that he might pause and triumph rather in 
mercy than in severity. It would now (she said) be most 
honourable were he to stop the current of blood, taking 
example of the mercy and forgiveness of God, beseeching 
him thus to forgive the offenders. She reminded the King 
that those who do not forgive men their trespasses, are 
told that God will not forgive them. She also wrote to the 
judges that had those cases in charge in the same earnest 
Christian spirit, believing herself called of God to do so. 

All the above, and several other communications to the 
King from M. Fell, were received by Charles courteously-, 
and delivered to him by the writer herself, who had thus 
frequent opportunities of speaking with him. At length she 
became weary of his fair speeches, that were not followed by 
any important action, especially in reference to tendering 
the oaths where was no real cause to fear the loyalty of the 
mdividuaL She thought that Charles himself was willing 
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to act with justice and consideration towards Friends, if 
he were not n^strained from doing so, by his ministers or 
those around him. But she saw that an easy, indolent 
spirit, prevented him from attempting anything for others, 
that Wiis likely to bring trouble with i4i. She, therefore, 
addressed a letter ** to the King and his Privy Council," 
hoping thus to bring before the ministers, as well as the 
Monarch, this appeal, which she entitled : — " The humble 
request of the oppressed people called Quakers." 

After expressing her trust that they would consider, 
before it were too late, the cry of the poor and the oppressed, 
which had entered into the ears of the Lord, she asks, 
" What do 3^ou think will become of this nation, if you 
continue to take so many thousands of poor husbandmen 
and tradesmen from their callings in this season of the 
3ear, when they should plow and sow their ground to raise 
food for their families? Oh 1 consider, lest you bring a 
curse and famine upon the nation by impoverishing so 
many industrious families 1 Is it thus you requite the 
Lord for Ills mercies to 3'ou? Think 3'e Ilis justice can 
pass by such things ? And have we not had the reIx^ated 
word of a king that we might have our own meetings, and 
not be constrained to go to any woi*ship contrary to our 
conscience? And 3'et you have fallen upon us with violence, 
and caused U3 who are innocent of crime to lose our 
liberties. Is it that 3'our hearts are hardened as Pharaoh's 
was, that so many thousands should be cast into prison for 
maintainini2: a clear conscience towards God?" 

The fanatical ebullition of the Fifth Monarchy men, gave 
a pretext to those who longed for the exercise of power 
and of vengeance on Dissenters, to have most stringent law» 
enforced against all assemblies for worship, save those of 
the English Episcopalian Church. Against no people did 
these enacttments bear so severely as against the Quakers; 
for they feeling, as a matter of conscience, that they should 
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assemble openly to "worship God, irres[)ective of the fenr 
of man, in no wise desisted from attending their established 
iDeetings. 

The outburst of fanaticism among the Fifth Monarchy 
xncn, and the succeeding persecutions of the Friends, caused 
Margaret Fell greatly to prolong her stay in London, that 
she might aid in every way she could the imprisoned suf- 
ferers. The letter from her daughter in a former chapter, 
dated 30th 8th mo., 1660, which closes with these words, 
** Ye Queen is a-coming, and soe my mo. thinks to see her 
before she returns home," did not indicate the prolonged 
delay that succeeded. 

When Queen Henrietta Maria, the King's mother, arrived 
in London, Margaret Fell sought and obtained an audience. 
She delivered to her a letter, and some books explanatory 
of Friends' principles, which she says, " I gave into the 
Queen's own hand," and requested that she would let her 
priests see the books, and expressed a hope thnt, after 
reading them, they would give Friends a meeting, ** but 
they never did.'' 

The ex-Queen of Bohemia, aunt to the King, also arrived 

*H London. With this ro^'al lady she had an agreealile 

^'iterview ; and the letter Margaret Fell handed to her was 

^tiad whilst she remained ; numbers of the nobility who 

^aited on the Queen being present. In it, as in that to 

^^uccn Henrietta, she endeavoured to draw attention to the 

' Eternal work of the Holy Spirit, and the light shed thereby 

^ the heart. In these letters, as in some other writings of 

Vlargaret Fell, there appears at times a want of clearness 

^ the form of expression. They are chiefly valuable as 

^:xhibiting the indefatigable efforts of the writer, to draw 

^\ie heart and conscience of all with whom she came in 

Contact, to the Lord. 

That the Bohemian Queen should receive Margaret Fell 
^^ordially was no matter of surprise. She who had passc(l 
^^ilirongh the varying scenes of a youth attached to the cause 
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of the Reformation, who had become the wife of a prince 
whose politics were regulated by Christian principle, and 
the widow of a king whose own happiness in life had been 
sacrificed to the defense of the persecuted Protestants of 
Bohemia, was not likely to look with indifference on one 
who was the representative of the persecuted '' Friends of 
Truth" in England. 

This deposed Queen was the only daughter of James L 
She was married to Frederick V., Count Palatine of the 
llhine, who was but little older than the English princess, 
whose band he sought when she had only just entered her 
eighteenth year. Her heart responded to his love, and 
they became truly attached to each other. But the ambition 
of her mother, who had expected to see her daughter 
married to the King of Spain, was greatly mortified by the 
prospect of that German alliance. However, the Princess 
Elizabeth was unswerving in her attachment to one whose 
whole mind and religious principles her conscience and 
her heart could accept. In vain did Queen Anne ridicule 
the prospect and the suitor, contemptuously calling her 
daughter Goody Palsgrave. The young princess met it by 
declaring she would rather be the wife of the Palsgrave 
than the greatest popish queen in Christendom. They were 
married in 1G13. About six years after their marriage, 
Frederick, Prince Palatine, was asked by the Protestant 
people of Bohemia to be their King ; they having revolted 
against the persecutions of Ferdinand of Austria, a cruel 
bigot, whom Matthias, Emperor of Germany, had chosen 
to succeed him in the Kingdom of Bohemia. His intolerant 
cruelty to Protestants prevented the people, who had a right 
to be consulted, from acquiescing in the election of the 
individual thus forced on them. When they appealed to 
Frederick, asking him to be their king, he received their 
request with sorrow aud hesitation. In that juncture, 
whilst he paused, Matthias dying, Ferdinand was elected 
Emperor, and Frederick with the sanction of all the Prot- 
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estant States of Germany, was elected King of Bohemia. 
But the Emi)cror, feeling himself dishonoured, resolved to 
punish the Bohemians ; and he called ui)on Frederick to 
resign the crown they had presented to him. Silence was 
the only response. On the 21st of October, 1619, Frederick 
and Elizabeth entered Prague, and soon after they were 
settled in the palace their second son was born. lie was 
named Rupert, after an old Bohemian hero. Meantime the 
Emperor called on the Roman Catholics to join him in 
stopping the tide of Protestantism ; then was the league of 
the papal powers set in motion, then was unfurled the 
banner of war which floated over Euro])e for the succeeding 
thirty years. 

When Prague was invested by the Imperial troops, and 
no hope left of successful resistance, Frederick and Elizabeth 
determined to resign the Bohemian crown, and escape from 
the city, if possible, to save the i^oplc from the horrors of a 
sack. "It were better," said the noble Queen, when she 
was nrged to remain, '' that I should be cut ofTin attempting 
to escape, than that others should be sacrificed in striving 
to defend me." The Prince of Orange invited them to the 
Hague, and there they found a refuge. In the course of 
the war Frederick lost the Palatine State as well as Bohe- 
mia. He died in 1632, long before the "Thirty Years' 
War " terminated, leaving to his widow the care of a young 
disinherited family, to whose education she devoted herself. 
Moat of her children became distinguished in the history of 
Europe, and one of her daughters was an artist of extraor- 
dinary abilitj'. 

Elizabeth's brother. King Charles I., repeatedly invited 
her to take up her abode in England, which she uniformly 
declined, saying, as the widow of a German prince, she and 
her children should conform to German customs, that no 
matter how ardently she might wish to revisit the home of 
her youth, she must defer it till the way was opened for 
the restoration of her family to their legitimate inheritance 
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in Gcrm»iny. But, when her nephew had retnmcd to sit on 
the throne of his ancestors, her son, Prince Rupert, came 
over with her to England ; and then, for the first time since 
she had left it, a fair, graceful young bride, she again set 
foot on her native land. During the interim she had known 
enough of religious persecution, to make her abhor its 
exercise in all its phases. She understood what many in 
that day did not understand— how vain it was to exjiect 
any good could result from punishing men for following the 
dictates of their consciences ; and, therefore, she could 
sympathize in heart and soul, with the persecuted " Friends 
of Trutli " whom Margaret Fell icpresented. 

It was only a few months after this interview, that the 
close came to the chequered life of the Bohemian Queen. 
She died in London of a short illness in the last month of 
the 3'ear IGGl. Through her daughter Sophia, who was 
married to the Elector of Hanover, the Hanoverian line of 
princes ascended the English throne. Thus Elizabeth of 
Bohemia is ancestor to our own beloved and honoured 
Queen Victoria. 

The princess of Orange, sister to Charles II., and mother 
to William III. was also at the English court when Margaret 
Fell was in London, and likewise with her did the perse- 
vering Quaker matron make way. The princess gave her' 
an interview " in her presence chamber at White Hall,'' 
and, as slie tells us, she delivered into her own hand a letter 
of Christian love and religious exhortation^ — alluding to the 
providential dealings of tlie Lord with her father's children, 
in tlioir preservation when sorely beset with enemies, — and 
expressing the desire that she might partake lai^ly in 
future life of heavenly blessings, and of God's loving* care. 
This princess also was a widow, and one whose affectionate 
heart had been pierced to the core by the sufferings and 
sorrows of her relatives, whom she had befriended to the 
utmost. With graceful courtesy she received the letter, 



AND THEIR FRIENDS. 211 

and conversed for a time with its writer on the circum- 
stances that pressed so heavily on the Friends. 

At length Margaret Fell felt herself at liberty to leave 
London. Nearly a year had elapsed from the date of her 
daughter Bridget's letter — in which she said, " We wait 
patiently to hear of thy return, which would be joy to us, 
but in the will of the Lord we are satisfied " — ere the 
returning step of that loved mother again crossed the 
threshold of Swarthmoor Hall. After her arrival at home, 
the first circumstance we find alluded to marking the 
progress of events there, is the marriage of Margaret, the 
eldest of the sisters, with John Rous. She had l>cen with 
her mother all the time she was in London, and probably 
accompanied her in the interviews she had with the royal 
ladies before mentioned. It was about three months after 
'their return, on the 29th of 1 1th month, 16G1, that Margaret 
"was married to John Rous in the meeting at the Hall ; and 
In two months after that event, Bridget, the second sister, 
"was married also at Swarthmoor, to John Draper, of 
Headlam in Durham. No allusion whatever have I dis- 
covered to the after-life of Bridget Draper, no comment on 
her marriage, and no record of her death. Margaret and. 
Mary each gave the name of Bridget to one of their 
daughters, but that is the only memorial that remains to 
tell us she continued to be loved and honoured. 

In the year 16C2, returns from the meetings of Friends 
throughout England and Wales, showed that between four 
and five thousand of their members were then Ijing in 
prison, for assembling to worship God according to the 
dictates of their consciences, and for refusing to swear. 
On this being made known to Margaret Fell, she deter- 
mined to re^mir to London, and make another appeal to 
the unstable monarch. Again she sought an audience with 
the King, and delivered to him at Hampton Court a letter 
ttom which the following is taken : — 



\ 
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" King Charles, — Often liatli the desire of my heart been 
to God for thee, that thou mightest be preserved out of 
persecuting the saints and people of God : certainly that 
l)romise thou madcst in true simplicity I do believe was in 
thy heart to perform, that thou wouldst give liberty to 
tender consciences ; and I am assured it is upon record in 
the sight of the Lord God, and that thou art bound unto 
Him to perform it 

** It h»is been strongly upon my heart once more to give 
thee warning, seeing that merciless men are set to work to 
come into the meetings of God's people, with swords, and 
pistols, and muskets, as if against thieves. Take care 
about these things before it be too late. You have made 
an act against us, for what cause the Lord knows, we being 
harmless and tender towards you, although our sufferings 
have been great The Lord hath put power in thy hand 
to see that righteousness and equity are acted in thy 
kingdom ; that thou may not provoke the Lord is the 
desire of my heart, who am a faithful lover of thy soul. 

" M. F." 

The persecution in the metropolis continuing, Margaret 
Fell wrote again to the King, describing what her own ej'es 
liad witnessed of the unmitigated cruelty of the soldiers 
who had been sent to break up the Friends' meetings. 
Also the aVmse, the barbarity, and the profanit3' they were 
assailed with when dragged into the city courts, and from 
thence thrust into prison. She says, " It was laid u\yyn 
me from the Lord, not to let anotJier day pass nntil I had 
acquainted the King, lest more innocent blood sliould 
shed." She adds, " This I gave to his own hand at Ilamptoni^ 
Court, and shortly after he set our Friends at liberty, butS 
their liberty did not long continue." 



Ilavinn: met with some oriijinal letters in the Devonshi 
House collection, from Mary Pease to Margaret Fell, 
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give them insertion here, as the last of them belongs to 
this period. I know nothing of the history of the writer ; 
but her name suggests the probability of her family being 
still represented in the Society of Friends. 

The letters manifest alTcclionate, earnest feelings, full of 
gratitude and love, to one who had watched over her 
spiritual growth with tender maternal care :-* 

Mary Pease to Margaret Fell. 

" Oh, my dear Mother, — Thy dear love to me is not to 
be forgotten, and the more I think of it the more it taketh 
hold on me. Oh that I might daily more and more walk 
worthy of it ; that so, though outwardly separated, yet 
that I may feel thy love near me and with it be refreshed, 
and grow up in that which is pure and immortal, that the 
God of life may both now and for evermore be glorified. 

" My dear love to my sister Bridget, and to Sarah, and 
to all the rest of the children, and to Mary Askew, and the 
others in the family with thee. My dear love to Elizabeth 
Stubbs, and her daughter remembers her love to her ; we 
got both well to the City — praises be to the Lord for it. 

" Thy obedient dauglitcr I remain, and hope I ever shall 

in any service the Lord shall require of me, 

"Mary Pease. 
"London, 8th 4th mo., 1659^ 

Mary Pease to Margaret Fell. 

" Dear Mother, — My love and life are with thcc, and I 
cannot but acknowledge that I feel thy love nenr and dear 
unto me, therefore am I writing to acquaint thee of that 
which the Lord hath ordered for me. If thou read the 
enclosed paper thou wilt understand it, — the which thing 
I saw long before I came to thy house, and wlien I was 
there it was much upon mc. But now, it being more clearly 
manifest, thou should know of it. — And, dear mother, my 
earnest desires are that thy prayers may be for me in what 
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hath already been, or shall hereafter be made manifest, 
that I may be faithful and obedient, that so I may bring 
forth fruit to His honour and glory, who alone is worthy 
of all honour, and all glory, and everlasting praises. 

"And now, dear Mother, as thou finds freedom, I do 
desire a few lines from thee again. My dear love to all 
the children and to all the family, and to Elizabeth Stubbs, 
— her daughter is in health, praises be to the Lord for it." 

The daughter of Mary Stubbs whom Mary Pease men- 
tions in the foregoing letters, probably occupied a situation 
in her family. Mary Stubbs appears to have been the wife 
of John Stubbs, who for a considerable time after quitting 
the army kept a school at Lancaster. In the evenings he 
taught the Latin, Greek and Hebrew languages, to private 
pupils. In after years, when he was often from home in 
the work of the ministry, his family were much befriended 
and tenderly cared for by Margaret Fell. 

The latest letter from Mary Pease was written in 1663 : — 



Mary Pease to Margaret Fell. 

" Thou art indeed dear unto me ; thy tenderness I can 
never forget, thou hast been unto me as a nursing-mother, 
therefore doth my heart cling unto thee ; and the desire of 
my soul is that I may live in union with thee for ever. And, 
dear heart, let thy prayer be for me that I may still grow 
as a branch of the true vine, and that the fruit I yield may 
be to the glory of our Heavenly Father, for He is worthy 
to be glorified for ever. Since I parted from thee I had a 
great fall, and very much hurt my arm. It is still very 
weak, and I have little use of it, and know not whether I 
shall ever have its use as formerly or not ; however, I am 
well satisfied, for the Lord has been with me, and has so 
greatly refreshed me with His sweet consolation, that I 
have had a full reward for my journey, and do not in the 
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least repent of it. I had written to thee sooner had not 

this accident hapi)encd. I would rejoice to hear from thee. 

" My dearest love is to dear George Fox and all thy 

dear children, also to Leonard Fell, and Thos. Salthousc, 

and the rest of the family. So in that love by which I was 

at first drawn unto thee, I rest, and in it desire to remain 

for ever. 

" Mary Pease. 
** London, 20th of 10 mo,, 1663. 

" My dear love to little Rachel : I 
have now sent her the papers." 

Having found some unpublished letters addressed to 
Margaret Fell at different periods by William Edmundson, 
the Quaker apostle of Ireland, which breathe so much of 
the devoted Christian spirit of the writer, I give them a 
place under the conviction that they will be acceptable not 
only to his descendants, but to all who are accpiainted with 
his life and religious labours. They are of various dates ; 
but as the latest belongs to 1GC4, extracts from them all 
shall be inserted here. 

The first is dated from Lurgan, in the summer of 1G56. 
He addresses Margaret Fell as his spiritual nursing- 
mother ; she must, therefore, have had previous acquaint- 
ance with him, but of which we have no other notice. lie 
further says, " In looking at thee, my life is refreshed, and 
my [spiritual] strength renewed, — thou honoured in the 
Lord 1 " " Dear one, pra^*^ for me that I may be kept single 
to the Lord, and that all may be overthrown and dashed 
to pieces that would exalt itself— that I may pass on my 
journey with boldness, not fainting in the way. I desire 
my dear love to Richard Waller, James Lankaster, Richard 
Clayton, and to thy precious family with thee, desiring, if 
the Lord will, that I may have an opportunity of seeing 
yonp faces." 
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The next has no other date than 1656, being an endorse- 
ment in George Fox's writing: — 

William Edmundson to Maroabet Fell. 

"It lay before me for a long time that I should visit 
Scotland, and about the 15th day of this month I was 
jiressed forward to it in spirit. In obedience I went to 
the water-side to Belfast, where I found a boat that was to 
|)ass over to Glasgow, which is not far from the place my 
drawings were to. But the captain would not carry me 
without a [)a8S ; for they have made a law that none shall 
go out of the North of Ireland unto that nation, unless they 
have a pass from one Couper who rules in the North. I 
went to him, and at first he promised me one, and one for 
another man : so his man carried them to bini to sisTi. 
But in the meantime he was got up, and considered it was 
against his kingdom, so he gave the other man his pass 
without an examination, but he sent for me to come to him. 
After examining what my occasion was, and asking mes^ 
many empty questions, he denied me a pass." 

The next is from Nottingham, 3d of 8th mo. [no mor^ 
of the date can be made out]. 

William Edmundson to Maroabet Fell. 

" My very true and tender love salutes thee even in the 
Father's blessed truth and covenant of life and peace, by 
which we are made glad unto salvation, and our strength 
renewed. Dearly salute all thy tender loving children from 
me, for my love is more towards you than I can express. 
The Lord preserve us all in tliat life in which we may enjoy 
His love. 

*' Dear Margaret, since I saw thee I have had many good 
precious meetings, wherein the Lord glorified His Gospel 
with Ilis presence. In imiTiy places there is work enough 
for good workmen, and such labourers as seek not their 
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own bat the Lord's. The work is so great that it has 
made mj journey longer than I did ex})ect ; but the Lord's 
good presence is with me, blessed be Ilis name, and I am 
very well every way." 

The following letter from William Edmundson to Mar- 
garet Fell, bears date jseveral years later than any of the 
foregoing. During the interim he had removed his home 
from Ulster to Leinster. Uo wrote from the prison of 
Maryborough, in the Queen's County, not knowing that 
his friend was also then a prisoner : — 

William Edmundson to Maroaret Fell. 

Mabtborouoh, 9ih of 2nd mo., I664. 

" In the everlasting life which the Lord our God in 
measure hath brought to light, my love is to thee, dear and 
unfeigned. In it I am often refreshed in [thinking of] 
thee, and in it I ask thee to bear me in remembrance, to let 
me have a place in thy mind continual!}'. 

" As concerning Friends here, I understand there are 
many in prison at Watcrford, Cork, and Limerick, and 
many are fined in great sums of money. But I hear that 
Friends in the North hath their liberty. There are six of 
our Meeting prisoners here, and we are fined for meeting; 
but it is well with us, for the Lord's presence is with us, 
and His power felt fresh amongst us, whereb\' we have 
strength to bear all. My brother John is a prisoner with 
me, his dear love is to thee and to [Swarthmoor] Friends. 
I wrote to thee about the time we were taken prisoners, 
but have not received one line from *tliee for a long time. 
Let not thy heart be shut against me, for I can truly say 
I am with thee in that [spiritual] life in which I desire 
much to see thy face." 

The letter from which the above is taken is thus directed : — 

" This for Margerett Feell at her hous 
at Swaithinoar, in Lnnkisher, or wher it 
shall meet with her in England." 
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All the orififinals of the above letters from Wm. Edmuud- 
son are in the Devonshire House Collection. 

In 16G9 George Fox went to Ireland, and Wm. Edmund- 
son having joined him, they travelled together through the 
provinces where Friends were settled, and established meet- 
ings for discipline amongst them. The first monthly meet- 
ing they organized in Ireland was at Lurgan, in the parlour 
of Roger Webb, where it continued to be held for many 
3'ears. lie was one of three brothers who came over from 
Cornwall in Cromwell's time, and was one of those early 
convinced of Friends' principles under the preaching of 
William Edmundson. Another of these Webb brothers 
who also joined the Friends, settled in Cork ; the third took 
up his abode at first in Kilkenu}", but finally seems to have 
removed, becoming a landed proprietor in some of the 
more central counties. Neither he nor his family joined 
the religious community to which the other brothers 
attached themselves. Roger Webb is ancestor to all the 
Webbs belonging to the Society of Friends in Dublin. 
The Cork family of Webbs is also now represented in 
Dublin, but not among the Friends. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

16:3-1604. 

Geokok Fox taken puisoneu at Swarthmoor — His letter to 
Gilbert Latey — Margaret Fell bekt to Lancaster Castlk 
— II EB Trial— Condemnation — Imprisonment— Mary Fell's 
letter to her Mother respecting her interv^iews with 
Kino Charles. 

In the summer and the autumn of 1663, Margaret Fell, 
accompanied by one of her daughters and Leonard Fell, 
paid a religious visit to Friends in the South-western, 
Midland, and Northern counties. On reaching her own 
home after that visit was accomplished, she might well 
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have hoped for a prolonged sesison of peaceful rest. So 
much was concentrated in that home, of the good and the 
beautiful, that it must have been a choice spot indeed, both 
within and without. But external peace, and rest, and 
pleasant homes, were held by very uncertain tenures in 
those days. Nevertheless, now that she was with her 
"dearly beloved lambs " again, after so much separation, 
with an overflowing thankful heart, she must have felt joy 
and gladness in the consciousness of possessing such 
daughters— her richest earthly treasures, and the brightest 
ornaments of her home ; so devoted as they were to the 
cause of truth and pure religion, so loving, so united, and 
8ome of them so talented and beautiful. 

Our early Friends in their published writings seldom 
make allusions to personal beauty ; it is only when other 
fingers than theirs hold the pen, that we occasionally hear 
about the external graces of their women, or the eloquence 
or noble bearing of their men. Of course they were not 
insensible to the aspect of the good and the beautiful ; but 
admiration for appearances^ instead of looking througii 
operative principles for the mental realities that constitute 
%he Christian character, had been carried to such an ex- 
treme, by others around them in the world, that the 
IFriends became excessively careful not to follow in that 
^^ommon direction. How much too careful and cautious they 
"were, or how much too far the}' went, in acting out their own 
ideas on this other side, or whether or not they were at all 
"too cautious, considering the times, we shall not at present 
pause to discuss; but it is quite clear, that whilst gov- 
erned by such views, they would not be likely to indulge 
in drawing such a graphic picture, either with pen or 
pencil, of the Swarthmoor sisters and their surroundings, 
as we now so much desire to possess. In one instance, 
however, I have met with a few strong words worth 
quoting about the personal appearance and accomplish- 
BMsnta of one of these young ladies. It is from the Dutch 
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author Croese : -when speaking of Sarah Fell he says, 
^' Slic was not only beautiful and lovely to a high degree, 
but wonderfully happy in ingeny and memory. She was 
so stupendously eloquent in discoursing and preaching, 
and so effectual and fervent in her addresses and supplica- 
tions t-) God, that she ravished all her beholders and 
hearers with admiration and wonder. She applied herself 
to the study of the Hebrew tongue, that she might be 
more prompt and ready in defending and proving her 
doctrine and principles from the Holy Scriptures, and in 
this the progress she made was so great, that she wrote 
books of her religion in that language." 

What Croese says of her great eloquence and her literary 
attainments, especially the writing of books, must have 
applied to a later period of her life. In the beginning of 
16C4 she was only al>out 21 years of age. She had been 
abroad on that religious visit with her mother in the pre- 
ceding autumn, to which allusion has been made. In 
many respects Sarah seemed like a second mother to the 
younger cliildren, and she was soon called on to fill their 
mother ^s place at the Hall. 

Tiie restoration of tlie King had not produced all the 
happy consequences at first anticipated by Friends and 
other Dissenters. It is true he wished to be tolerant, and, 
as we have seen, willingly promoted the liberation of 
Friends from prison, whenever he could do so without 
olfcnding his ministers. But his marriage to Catherine of 
Braganza, a Roman Catholic princess, had again brought 
that faith under royal auspices. The mad insurrectionary 
attempt of the Fifth Monarchy men had frightened the 
King ; and the Roman Catholic religion in the palace 
frijsrhtened his Parliament and his other Protestant sub- 
jects. Very stringent laws were accordingly made against 
the public exercise of any other form of religious worship 
than the Protestant Episcopal ; and very stringent orders 
were issued, that the oaths of allegiance and supremacy be 
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tendered to all persons whose loyalty or whose views re- 
garding the Papacy, were doubtful ; and in case of refusal 
to take them, there were Acts which decreed that tlie re- 
cusants be outlawed, imprisoned for life, and all their prop- 
erty confiscated. These laws, in the hands of magistrates 
who entertained sinister designs, or partisan antipathy to 
the Friends, were employed as instruments of bitter perse- 
cution against a people entirely and manifestly innocent of 
the predilections they were professedly designed to crush. 
The prospect of obtaining a confiscation of the Swarth* 
moor property, stimulated the cupidity of some who hoped 
to profit by its distribution. Among these, Margaret Fell's 
neighbour. Colonel Kirb}', of Kirby Hall, appears con- 
spicuous. He did not commence by directly assailing the 
widowed lady of Swarthmoor Hall, but he went to work more 
cunningly, by first accusing of disloyalty those men Friends 
who visited there, or assembled in the meeting for worship 
held in her house. The earliest victim was George Fox, 
who details his case in the following letter to a friend in 

London : — 

% 

Geobob Fox TO Gilbert Latey.* 

" Dear Gilbert, — Coming out of the south into the north, 
above a year ago, to visit Margaret FclFs house and to 
visit my friends; as I was passing through Yorkshire, a 
friend told me that the Sheriff of Yorkshire had told Dr. 
Hogson, that there was a plot in the North. When I got 
to Margaret Fell's house I wrote several papers to the 
magistrates against the plot and plotters, to take all 
uneasiness out of their minds concerning me. When I was 
gone firom Margaret Fell's, Colonel Kirby sent soldiers to 
search in boxes and trunks for me. When I came again to 
Swarthmoor, a few days after, I went myself to Colonel 

• Gilbert Latey wa3 an influential Loudon merchant who had 
joined the Friends. 
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1110 it' 1 won 111 ?;l:iy ut Mar^iiret Fell's, and not have great 
meotiiijX'*. I said to him, tliev that m^t at Marsraret FelTs 
house >v(»re his neighbours, and were peaceable people. 
After some other words we parted. In a few da^'S some 
other nia:ristr.ites and lieutenants sent for me bv a soldier 
to conn; before them — so I was not taken out of a meeting. 
When I came before them [at Ilolker Ilallj they asked me 
if I did not know of the plot — I roust needs know of it, else 
how <.'r)uld I write against it? I said, that I never heard 
of a pint till I canvi into Yorkshire — ^that the Sheriff of 
Yorksliin* had saiil to a Friend in that county that there 
was a plot in tlic Nortli. They [the magistrates] saw that 
this [about the plot] would not do their business. Then 
they put the oath to nie, knowing that I oould not swear 
because Christ and the Apostle forbids it, so they modi 
this their snare to send me to prison.''* 

However, he was suffered to be out on bail till the assize 
came round, and the above letter was evidently writte 
durini? that interim. 

Ere long Colonel Kirby made his apjiearancc atthelitt 
meeting whieh continued to be held at Swarthmoor lla. 
and took down the names of all the men present. That w 
follower! in the course of a few days by sending an cilice 
to bring Margaret Fell to attend a special meeting 
magistrates assembled at Ulverstone, which consisted 
Colonel Klrby, of Kirby Hall, Justice Fleming, of Hyck 
and Master Preston, of Holker Hall. They questioned 
resiK'cting the meetings lield at her house, and she wast> 
if she did not engage to discontinue them, they wo 
tender hrv the oaths of allegiance and supremacy. " W 
have I done,'' asked she, ^^ or what has been done or said 
my house, tjiat you thus bring me here from my own ii 





* Fn)m a co]>y, now in the Shacklcton Colloction, in Qt 
Fox's haudwrltliig. 
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to question me, as if jou doubted my loyalty ?" But thoy 
Boon let her understand that the oath of allegianoe would 
not be tendered if she would consent to have the Friends' 
meetings at the Hall discontinued. To this she replied, 
that whilst it pleased the Lord to let her have a house, she 
would in spirit and in truth endeavour to worship Him 
therein. Then the oath was read and tendered, whieli she 
refused on the ground that she could not take an oath of 
any kind, because the Lord Jesus had forbidden all swearing. 
The magistrates then had a mittimus made out, and forth- 
with committed her to Lancaster Castle for trial at the 
ensuing assizes. 

Some months elapsed before the assizes came round, 
during which time she remained in prison. 

It was near the close of the year 1GG3 that Margaret 
Fell was brought to trial. She made her appearance at 
the bar accompanied by her four daughters. The judge 
ordered the jailor to bring " a cushioned seat for Mistress 
Fell ;" seeing the young ladies, he added, " Let not Mistress 
Fell's daughters stand at the bar; let them come up hither, 
they shall not stand at the bar." So the four sisters were 
seated near the Judge. After a while the mittimus was 
read, and when the Judge commenced speaking to her 
case, Margaiet Fell stood up. 

He said, *' Mistress Fell, you are committed by the 
justices of peace for refusing to take the oath of alleii^iance, 
and 1 am commanded and sent by the King to tender it to 
any that would refuse it." 

M. Fell. — ^"^ I was sent for from my own house and family, 
but for what cause or transgression I did not know." 

Judge, — '* I am informed by the justices of peace in this 
county that yoxk keep multitudes of people at your house 
in pretense to wor&hip God, and it may be that you 
worship Him in part ; we are not to dispute that." 

M. F. — " I have the King's word, from his own mouth, 
that he would not hinder me of my religion. ^ God forbid,' 
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(said he), * that I should hinder you of your religion, 3*ou 
may keep it in 3'our own house.' And I appeal to all the 
country, whether those that meet at my house be not a 
peaceable, quiet, godly, honest people, and whether thc*ro 
hath ever been any just occasion of offense given by the 
meeting kept in my house I" 

Judge. — " If 3'ou will give security. Mistress Fell, that 
you will have no more meetings, I will not tender the oath 
to you. You think if there be no fighting, no quarrelling 
among you, that you keep the peace and break no law, but 
I tell you that you are a breaker of the law by keeping 
unlawful meetings. And again, you break the law in that 
you wuU not take the oath of allegiance." 

M. F. — ** I desire I may have liberty to answer those two 
things which are charged against me. First, that which i^ 
matter of fact — our meetings. There are several of my 
neighbours who are of the same faith and principles that I 
am of, and these are they that meet at my house. I cannot 
shut my doors against them." 

Judge. — " Mistress, you begin at the wrong end, for the 
first is the oath." 

M. F. — ^' I had supposed the first occasion of tendering 
the oath was because of the meeting; but as for that, if I 
have begun at the wrong end I shall begin now at the other. 
As to the oath, the substance of which is allegiance to the 
King, this I shall say for my allegiance, that I love, own, 
and honour the King, and desire his peace and welfare; 
and that we may live a peaceable, a quiet, and a godly life 
under his government according to the Scriptures. But 
as for the oalh Itself, Christ Je.'ius, the King of kings, hath 
commanded me not to swear at all, neither by heaven, nor 
by earth nor by any otlicr oath." 

Then the judge demanded the statute-book to be brought 
and had the Grand Jury called over. One of the justices 
that had committed the prisoner said, ''Mistress Fell, you 
know that before we tendered the oath to you, we offered 
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that if you would put in security to have no more meetings 
st your house we would not tender the oath ?'' 

M. K—'' I shall not deny that." 

Judge. — " If 3'ou will yet put in security that you will 
hare no more meetings I will not tender the oath to 3'ou." 

if. F, — " I would speak to the Judge and the Court and 
the rest of the people on this question. You all here profess 
to be Christians, and likewise you profess the Scriptures 
to be your rule [of faith and conduct]. Jesus Christ hath 
left upon record in the Scriptures that God is a Spirit, and 
that His worship is to bo in Spirit and in Truth, and that 
He seeketh such worship. In this spirit, I, and these that 
meet at my house worship God, in obedience to Christ's 
doctrine and commands. The same Christ Jesus hath 
commanded me not to swear at all. For obedience to His 
oommands am I here arraigned this day." 

Judge. — ^*' You are not here for obedience to Christ's 
commands, but for keeping of unlawful meetings." 

Jf. F. — ^^ Whit law have I broken by worshipping God 
in my own house f " 

Judge. — " The common law." 

M. F. — ^'•J thought you had proceeded by a statute." 

Then the sheriflf whispered to him, mentioning the statute 
^f 35th of Elizabeth. 

Judge. — " I could tell you of a law, but it is too penal for 
you. It might cost you your life." 

Jf. F. — ^** I must offer my life and all, for my testimon3',if 
It be required of me.*' 

Then the latter part of the statute was read, and the Judge 
informed the jury and the prisoner concerning the penalty 
upon refusal. It would be the forfeiture of all estate, real 
and personal, and imprisonment during life. 

M. F. — " I am a widow, and my estate is a dowry, and I 
have five children unpreferred. If the King's pleasure be 
to take my estate from me on account of my conscience, 
and not for any evil I have done, let him do as he pleaseth. 
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And I desire that I may speak further to the jury of the 
occasion of my being here." 

Judge. — " The jury is to hear nothing but me tendering 
you the oath, and hear you refuse it, or take it/' 

" You will surely let me have the liberty other prisoners 
have?" replied Margaret Fell, turning and addressing the 
jury, and entering at a greater length into the subject of 
worship, oaths, and obedience to God. Then, in relation to 
the law on which she was tried, she said, " You are to con- 
sider this statute, what it wa3 made for, and for whom. It 
was made to manifest who were Papists, and the oath was 
to test allegiance to the King. Now let 3'our consciences 
judge if we be the people it was made for who for conscience* 
sake cannot swear at all." 

The judge at length growing impatient said she had " an 
everlasting tongue," and why should she thus draw the 
whole Court after her. Then he cried out, while she was 
speaking " Will you take the oath or no, Mistress Fell?" 

M. F, — " I have already said, I own allegiance and 
obedience to the King in his just and lawful commands. 
But I do also own allegiance and obedience unto Christ 
Jesus, who is King of kings, nnd he hath commanded me 
not to swear at alV^ 

Judge, — ^'' That is no answer. Will you take the oath or 
will you not?" 

M. F. — ** If you should ask me ever so often I must 
answer to you that the reason why I cannot take it, is 
because Christ hath commanded me not to swear at all ; and 
I owe my first allegiance and obedience unto Him. Jesus 
Christ is King of my conscience." 

Then the clerk held out the book and bid her pull oflf her 
glove, and hiy her hand on the HiV)le. 

J/. F, — " I never laid my hand on the Book to swear in 
all my life ; I was never at an y assizes before this, but I 
bless the Lord that I am here this da}', on this account, to 
bear testimony to the Truth." Wheu she would not extend 
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her hand to the Bible to swear, the Judge asked once more 
if she would give security that she would have no more 
meetings ? she replied, *' Nay, I can give no securit}- ; I have 
spoken enough on that/' 

Then the Judge said to the officers/^ Take her away/' 
So they took her civilly away.* 

Thus ended the first day of Margaret Fell's trial, which 
oommcnced on the 14th of 12th mo. (old style), 1GG3. 

On the IGth she was again called to the bar, and Judge 
Twisden oijencd the case by addressing her thus : — 

^ Mistress Fell, yon stand here indicted by the statute, 

because you will not take the oath of allegiance ; and I am 

liere to inform 3'oa what the law provides for you in such 

a case." The Judge then explained the three courses that 

^ere open to her. She asked his advice as to which she 

liad best adopt, informing him that her desire was to have 

%ufiQcient time to communicate fully with the King on the 

f%ul>jcct. The Judge said he would advise her to traverse, 

91 lid then she could apply to the King before next assizes. 

^iter a lengthened conversation on some points that arose, 

lie B.iidy^^ Toumay inform the Eling in half a yearns time. 

8S0 now let us have your friendf called up, and if you will 

put in bail you may go home and have your liberty till next 

mssizes; but you must not have such frequent meetings/' 

To discontinue any of the meetings held at her house for 
Divine worehip, Margaret Fell regarded as unfaithfulness 
to Almighty God ; therefore she could not accept hor liberty 
on the understanding that those meetings wouhl be less 
frequent. She replied that rather tlian accept her liberty 
with that restriction, she would prefer remaining in prison 
till the assizes arrived. ^^ I must keep my conscience clear," 
•aid she, "however I may suffer." And so this worthy 

• The above and succeeding details were taken d()\vn in court by 
* reporter, and afterwards corrected Ly 31. F. herself- 
f The Friend alluded to was George Fox whose trial sue. ceded 
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daughter of Anne Askew returned to take her place within 
the gloomy old walls of the castle prison. 

Meanwhile the children of that devoted mother, true to 
the example she had set them, true to the principles she had 
taught thorn, to serve and obey God, trusting iu His pro- 
tecting arm, and un<lismayed by worldly denunciations, 
continued to keep up the meeting of Friends at the Hall. 
Sarah sometimes spoke in those meetings ; and very affecting, 
we can have no doubt, as well as edifying and consolatory, 
were her utterances to the stripped but faithful band, who 
continued to assemble theie, week by week, to worship God 
under that same roof, and amid every discouragement, from 
whence their fathers, husbands, and other natural protectors, 
had been dragged off to prison. 

During the interim before the next assizes, the two sisters 
who were in London (Mary being on a visit with her sister 
Rous), having persevered till successful in obtaining access 
to the King, exerted themselves by personal appeals, in 
endeavouring to procure their beloved mother's release. 
King Charles seemed pleased with their visits, and evidently 
enjoyed the earnestness with which the two young Quaker 
ladies pleaded on behalf of their mother and her imprisoned 
Friends. We may now doubt whether his feeling went any 
deeper, but at the time, his courtesy gave some ho|)c of 
justice and real generosity from him ; and they were encour- 
aged to call ajrain and again at tiie palace. The following 
letter from Mary, tiien about twenty years of age, gives a 
good idea of the easy superficial kindliness of that debonair 
monarch : — 

"MiLE-zND Green, neab London, 

27th of 4th mo, i6th nw.) IGG^. 

" Endeared and tender-hearted mother, — My duty anr^j 
very dear love is freely given unto thee, as also my ver^ 
dear love to dear George Fox. 

^ This is ehielly to lot thee understand that sister and 
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Were at Whitehall yesterday, where we spake to the King, 

and told him that if he would please to signify something 

to the judges before they went their circuit to release you, 

otherwise it would be late, for the time of the assizes drew 

near. He said he would release you, if toe? would promise 

you would not go to meetings. Sister said we could make 

no Buch engagements, for the meeting hath been kept many 

years, and never hath done any harm. He said, ^^ Cannot 

^oiir mother keep within her own family, as she may have 

five present, but she must have such tumultuous meetings ? ' 

We said she had no such meetings ; they are only her 

neighbours that come. 

*' The King said, there were some Quakers in the last plot. 

Sister said that could not be proved. He said he had letters 

About it, and the names. So Chifines (the King^s favourite 

page) bid us come on the Fourth-day, and we do intend to 

go to-morrow. When there, about a week since, I told the 

King that now the assizes drew very near, if he did not do 

something for thee soon, they would run thee into pre- 

mnnire, and get thy estate from thee and from thy children ; 

and I requested him to take it into consideration. He was 

then very loving to me, and said he would take it into 

consideration, and added, *• They shall not have her estate 

from her.' He took me by the hand as soon as he came 

near me. I also spoke to Prince Rupert, and asked him to 

pat the King in mind of it ; and he said he would do what 

he could in it ; and then went to the King, and spoke to him. 

Prince Rupert hath always been very loving to Friends, and 

hath often spoken to the King about you. 

" Sister gives the renewed remembrance of her entire love 
to thee and O. F., as also doth my brother. I suppose 
Bisters Isabel and Sarah will be gone. Remember me to 
listers Susanna and Rachel. 

" I am thy dutiful and obedient daughter, 

*' Mary Fell.'' 
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Whilst the King was thus amusing himself, listening to 
the touching appeals and trifling with the feelings of the 
daughters of that admirable mother, the Parliament was 
busy preparing an Act to secure more easily the punishment 
of all who, like her, would dare to absent themselves from 
the assemblies of the Established Church. That Act against 
conventicles, after having received the royal sanction, 
despite the declaration from Breda, came into operation 
just about a month after the date of the foregoing letter. 
It was to continue in force for three years, and it decreed 
that ** If any person above sixteen years of age were con- 
victed of being present at any meeting or conventicle, 
under colour or pretense of any exercise of religion, in 
otiier manner than is allowed by the liturgy of the Church of 
England, he should be fined five pounds ; or, if he has no 
property, be imprisoned three months. For the second 
olTense ten pounds, or six months' imprisonment ; and for a 
third offense to be transported for seven years; the of- 
fender's goods to be distrained for expenses of transporta- 
tion. In each case one-third of the fine to go to the 
informer." 

Uow great were the sufferings of the Friends in every 
pnrt of the United Kingdom, where intolerant churchmen 
and avaricious informers were to be found, aflcr the pass- 
ing of the most cruel Act, would be harrowing to relate. 
However, these dauntless reformers could not be deterred 
from assembling to worship God according to their con- 
sciences, from the fear of punishment, therefore the prisons 
were soon crowded with Quakers. 

It is not probable that the King liked the new Act; but 
the needy monarch felt that he mnst either curtail his 
expenses, or sacrifice all minor considerations to the wishes 
of those who held the purse-strings of the nation. So his 
word of promise about liberty of conscience went for 
nothing, when set against his debts, his pleasures, and his 
other necessities. 
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Seeing no result but fair words from the appeals of the 
sisters to the King, George Fox and Margaret Fell wrote 
a statement of their cases, and that of other Friends con- 
fined in Lancaster Castle, and sent it to Gilbert Latey, in 
London, for presentation, Iwfore the approaching assizes, 
both to the King and to the Lord Chancellor. Tlie Con- 
venticle Act did not apply to them, as it was not in exist- 
ence when they were imprisoned. George Fox had been 
treated with especial cruelty, at the instigation of Colonel 
Kirbj, having been kept during the winter in solitary con- 
finement in a miserable cell in the castle, with unglazed 
s^pertures for the admission of light, whilst awaiting his 
"C^rinL He therefore wrote some strong representations of 
%.lie cruelty of his treatment, and of the illegality of the 
preliminary proceeding of the magistrates towards persons 
"^jirho were not disloyal, and had committed no disloyalty or 
1>reach of the law. The original of Gilbert Latey's reply, 
follows, is still in existence : — 



London, 1st of 7ih nio, (September), 1664. 

** Dear G. F. and M. F., — Whom I unfeignedly love and 

dearly salute, these are to let you know that I have received 

your letter, and George Wliitehead (who h:is been released) 

drew me up the heads of it in a very good manner, and I 

carried it to the Lord Albany as directed. He had been 

sick of late, and not very well when I came to him. I told 

him my business, and from whom it came ; so when he had 

hoard me what I had to sav, this to me was his answer: 

**That all was shut uj), and nothing could be done, and 

that neither the King nor Chancellor would do anything 

at all for ns. Neither could any man be heard to speak for 

Os. Then I told him of the unjustnoss of thy imprisonment 

fO. F.^s] and of the badness of the jury, and its being con- 

tifary to law, and that thou dcsin^l nothing but a [decent 

t^rison, and a] fair trial; that the thieves and murderers had 

liberty than thee; that thou wast locked up in a bad 
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room, and Friends not suffered to come to speak to thee; 
and I told him I had a paper of it, and desired him that he 
^'oiild hand it. He told me he was sorry with all his heart, 
but he would tell me no lie ; he was sure nothing could be 
done, and he believed they did it on purpose to vex us. 
So I parted with him, as he said he could do nothings for 
all the clergy were against us, therefore nothing could be 
done at all. Neither did he care to meddle with the paper; 
so 1 was fain to leave him. 

" George Whitehead was a saying it might be well, if w^ 
knew the judge who promised thee more liberty, that som^ 
might speak to him of it, and see if he would do anything^ 
in it. 

*' So with my dear love to thee and dear Margaret FeU, 
and John Stubbs and the rest of Friends in prison, 

^^ I remain, thy assured friend, 

" QlLBERT LaTKT." 

The assizes having commenced, the trial of the Friends 
was resumed, by Margaret Fell being called to the bar 
before Judge Turner, and the indictment being read, the 
Judge addressed the prisoner thus: — 

" Come, Mistress Fell, will you take the oath ? " She 
answered, that the indictment declared the churchwardens 
had given information against her, on which information 
the indictment was founded. '^ I desire to know," said she, 
*^ what that information was, and what the transgression 
was by wliich I came under this law." 

Judge. — ^* Mistress Fell, you are here indicted, and you 
are here to answer, and to plead to your indictment." 

M. F, — ^^ I am first to seek out the cause wherefore I am 
indicted. The law is made for the lawless and transgres- 
sor, and except I be a transgressor, you have no law against 
me, neither ought 3'ou to have indicted me. My question 
is, of what matter of fact did the churchwardens inform? ^ 
I was sent for and taken from my own housey froi 
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amonir^^t mv (•liil<lr('n mihI ImhhIv, wIk^ii F wm^ ahout inv 
outward occiisions, aiul when 1 wiis in no meeting, neither 
was it a mcetiDg-dny. If I be a transgressor let me know 
"Wherein." 

Judge. — ^** You say well, the law is made for transgressors. 
Sut, Mistress Fell, do yon go to church ?" 
M. -F.— " I do go to church." 
Judge.'-'' What church ?" 
M. /*.— " To the church of Christ." 
Judge. — '' But do you go to church amongst other people t 
TTou know what I mean." 

M. F, — What dost thou call a church ; the house or the 
people? -The house, ye all know, is wood and stone; but 
if thou call the people a church, to that I shall answer. As 
for the Church of England, that now is, I was gathered unto 
the Lord's Truth, for which I now stand a witness, and 
which Truth existed before the Church of England was a 
church. I was separated from the general [mode of] wor- 
ship in the nation, when there was another power up than 
that wliich now is, and I was persecuted by that power 
which then was ; and would you have us now to deny our 
ikith, for which we have suffered so many years, and turn 
to your Church, contrary to our consciences ?" 

Judge. — " We spend time talking about these things, 
come to the matter in hand ; what say you to the oath, and 
to the indictment T' 

JtfL F. — '' I say this to the oath, as I have said in this 

place before, Christ Jesns hath commanded me not to swear 

^t all, and that is the only cause why I cannot take your 

Oath, as the righteous Judge of heaven and earth knows. 

-4Lnd this I do testify unto you here, where the Lord's eye 

\>eholds us nil, that for the matter or substance of the oath, 

^^nd the end for which it was intended, I do own truth, 

faithfulness and obedience to the King in all his Just and 

IjiwAil demands and commands ; and the same power, and 

^y virtue of the same Word, which hath commanded me 



234 TnS FELLS OF BWABTffMOOR HALL, 

not to swear at all, the same doth bind me in my conscience 
that I can no more plot nor contrive against King Charles, 
than I can disobey Christ Jesus his commands. I do also 
deny all Popish supremacy. 

*^ I do not refuse taking this oath only because it is an 
oath of allegiance. I refuse because it is an oath^ seeing 
Christ Jesus hath said, ^ Swear not at all, neither by^ heaven, 
nor by earth, nor by any other oath.' If I might gain the 
whole world for swearing an oath, I could not ; and what- 
ever I have to lose this day for not swearing, I am willing 
to offer it up." 

Judge, — *' What say you to the indictment ?" 

M. F. — ^^ What should I say f I am dear and innocents 
of wronging any man upon earth, as is my little child thafc 
stands by me here." (She had Rachel by the hand.) *' I^ 
any have ought to lay to my charge, let them come forwarcJ 
and testify to it here before 3'ou alL But if I be clear and 
innocent, you have no law against me. You have work 
enough to do without meddling with the innocent, and 
them that fear the Lord." 

A pause ensued. Colonel Kirby, who sat near the Judge, 
leaned over and whispered to him ; the Sheriff did the same. 
The prisoner fixed her eyes on Kirby and said, "No 
whispering; I sliould not have so many judges. If thou 
hast anytliing, Colonel Kirby, to lay to my charge, come 
down here and testify against me. Here is one Judge 
[who has a right to judge the case] he represents the 
King's person and his power, and that I own." ** No, 
Mistress Fell," said the Judge, recognizing the impropriety 
of their whispers, " I will not heed them." He then desired 
the Jury to take notice that the prisoner refused the oath 
of allegianee. 

Marfjaret Fell spoke again ; when she paused, the Judge 
said to the Jury, — '* Are you all agreed?" They replied in 
the alllrniative. ** For whom have you found it f" "For 
the King." 
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*" TLi'ii I Spake to tiie J iKlgc," sa\ s M. ]'., '" airl told liini 

X bad counsel to plciul to my iiulietim-nt. lie said he 

would hear them afterwards, in arrest of judgment. So 

^he Court broke up at that time." ** As I was stepping 

clown to go my way, the Judge called me back again, and 

said : — ' Mistress Fell, you wrote to me concerning the 

j>risons that they are bad and let rain in, and are not fit 

:Ibr people to lie in. I spoke to the Sheriff of it, and the 

Sheriff said he did not know.' I answered, Hhe Sheriff 

^id know, and hath been told of it several times, — now it 

is raining, and if you will send to see at this present moment 

jrou may know whether they are fit for any people to lie 

in or not.' Colonel Kirby stood up and spake to the 

Judge to excuse the Sheriff, and the badness of the room. 

I spake to him and said, " If you were to lie in it yourselves 

[Kirby and the Sheriff], you would think it hard ; but your 

minds are in cruelty — William Kirby here hath committed 

ten of our Friends, and put them into a cold room with 

nothing but bare boards to lie on, where they have lain 

several nights, some of them ancient men above threescore 

years of age, and known to be honest men — yet they were 

not even given liberty to shift for themselves for beds.' 

Then the Judge spake to them and said they should let them 

have prisons fit for men, with several more such-like words." 

Twice more Margaret Fell appeared at the bar, and her 

law^'ers pleaded, but all in vain. On the 21st of September 

IC64, Judge Turner passed sentence of premunire against 

her, by which she was outlawed — condemned to imprison- 

iDent for life, and all her property, personal and real, was 

Confiscated to the Crown. But neither faith nor coura^rc 

A>rsook her in that period of extremity ; looking l)ack on it 

long after she said, * The Great God of heaven and earth 

npported my spirit under that severe sentence, so that I 

not terrified, but gave Judge Turner this answer: 

^ Although I am out of the King's protection, I am not out 

^^f the protection of the Almighty God." 
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With the prospect before her of the confiscation of all 
her property and the sentence of imprisonment for life, that 
widowed mother retired from the Court. Pressing her 
youngest little darling to her heart, she commended her to 
the care of the Lord ; and taking an affectionate leave of 
her other beloved children with the assurance that God 
would watch over them for good, she returned to her damp, 
gloomy prison. But even there the light of the Divine 
presence shone around her ; peace and comfort from the 
Most High filled her soul. She rested under the conviction 
that the Lord in His own time would bring light out of 
darkness, good out of evil, — and that her suffering would 
eventually bear fruit to His praise. 



CHAPTER XVIIL 

16G4— 1665. 

Family Letters— Persecutions— IicpRiseHMKirrs — ^Transpor- 
tations — The Plague in London — ^The Pestilence in the 
Prisons — ^The Black Eagle and its Victims — ^Morgan Wat- 
kin's Letter to Margaret Fell on the subsidence of the 
Pestilence. 

The following letter, written two months after the sen- 
tence of prcmunire was confirmed against Margaret Fell, 
alludes to very critical family affairs. 

John Rous to Margaret Fell. 

*' Mile-end, 2Ut 9th mo, {November) I664, 

" Dear Mother, — My very true and fervent love is hereby 
given, and very dearly remembered to thee, with dear G. F. 
& my sister Rachel. Thy letter to my sister Mary, by 
last post, we received. I was once with my sister, to speak 
with my brother Fell, hut he was not at home, and since, I 
was there and carried thy letter to him, and then they said 
he was gone to Whitehall : we have not seen him now for 
about a fortnight, and so know not what he hath done, nor 
how far he hath proceeded; but I spoke with Thomas 
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H[<('i:i\,w'\io wa-i l:isl wcc-k with him at Whilcliall, uiierc he 

searched the record where all sueli things, if they are j^iven 

away, are entered, and T. S. told me they could not find 

that it was then granted to any one. My sister told me 

my brother was with Col. Kirby and that he was very 

courteous to him, but it is well known what his fair words 

come to. I forgot in my last to give thee an account of 

*wbat I had done about the £36 my brother was to pay 

S»obt. Pring. I, perceiving that my brother was in a great 

strait about the money and knew not where to get i!:, and 

"that the non-payment of it would turn much to his discredit, 

Tipon his promise to repay it me in a month, I told Robt. 

Pring I would see him satisfied ; this I did before I received 

thy first letter about it, and before I saw thy last to my 

sister Mary I had paid the money. I was not willing to 

drive it off long after I had past my word for it, lest Robt. 

Pring should have any hard thoughts concerning me for 

not paying it, and so when rents come in I would desire 

thee to reserve so much for me, lest my brother when he 

come down dispose of it otherwise, which would turn my 

kindness to him into a prejudice to myself. When I have 

an answer to my last to thee I may write further to that 

business, not having much at present to write, only last 

Week I received a letter from P. Evans, wherein was 

inclosed one to thee, which I do not judge worth paying 

postage for so far, nor worth troubling thee with, but this 

I perceive by his letter, they were all much troubled at 

thine, and lie thinks it may be much prejudice to nie for 

he thus writes, * I desire thee by the next to write to thy 

Tather and mother and excuse thyself in this matter, for I 

X>erceive the thing may work much to thy prej udice else, and 

Xhy father will not sign the bond, neither will there be need 

^or thee to press it either in relation to thyself or wife, for 

1 perceive his intentions are clear concerning thee without 

^ach things.' I cm well satisfied concerning his intentions 

^%oward me while I live, but my desire is to get the bond 
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signed, that if I should die my wife or children, if the 
Lord please to give nie any, may not Buffer, but I tliink 
it may be well to forbear urging it till their spirits are 
more down, and in the meantime, if my signing a bond 
m:iy do any good, I shall be very willing, and shall after 
awhile as opportunity may offer write to my father to 
sign that, but I perceive that the greatness of the obliga- 
tion, being £20,000, is something stumbled at, so that if 
thou think fit it be £10,000, or £12,000, which it may be, 
will not be so much looked at, I shall be willing to do 
what may be thought necessary for me to do, for I would 
not have anj'thing wanting to secure to m}' wife that 
which is already granted her ; for I look upon it she very 
well deserves it if it had been more. My wife received 
G. F.'s dear lines, which I forgot to mention in my last, 
being taken up so much with that business. There were 
about 60 taken from the Bull and Mouth ^-esterday, and 
about 18 from Mile-end. My wife and sister are both well, 
and remember their dear love to thee and 0. F. There is 
great expectation of a war with the Dutch, and many 
ships are a fitting for it. This with my dear love to thee 
is all at present from 

" Thy dear son, >. ^ 

(" John Rous) dc^ -^nyy^ '' 

*' I had this day a letter from my brother Yeamans, and 
they are both well. Thy letter to my brother and sister 
Yeamans I sent by the post last Tth day."* 

(Directed) " For Margaret Fell this. 



/ Post \ 
V Mark J 




'' Leave this with Thomas Green, 
Grocer, in Lancaster." 



(SeaL) 




* From the original in the possession of John Abraham, LIverpooL 
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The above re maik about " brother Yeamans" is the first 
indication in any of the letters we have of Isabel's mar- 
riage to TTm. Yeamans, which took place in the summer of 
1664. 

By the forepart of the letter we see the Fells were anxiously 
watching, if the confiscation were followed by the grant of 
Swarthmoor Hall to any of those virulent persecutors, who 
no doubt had their eye upon it, but in this one particular, 
the King had kept bis promise so far. Still they felt by no 
means secure, for they well knew that at any future day he 
might assign over all Margaret Feirs property, personal 
jmd real, to whomsoever he chose. 

.It seems to have been very soon, almost immediately, 
alter the despatch of that letter from John Rous, that Mary, 
who was still on a visit with her sister in London, became 
extremely ill. The nature of her disease is not stated in 
the only communication which alludes to it ; but we know 
the metropolis was just then on the eve of that dreadful 
plague, which suddenly swept thousands on thousands into 
eternity, the earlier form of which was spotted fever, and 
whether or not it were one of these premonitory cases of 
the fearful malady is not clear, yet it set ms most i)roVab!e. 
Tl:e spirit of perfect resignation felt by the mother to the 
will of the Lord, be that will life or death for her beloved 
child, is beantifully manifested in the letter which follows : 

Marqaret Fell to John and Marqaret Rous. 
"Lancaster Castle, J$t of the loth mo. [December], I6O4, 

** My dear Son and Daughter, — In tender compassion 

^nd love, and the feeling of that life which never has an 

^nd, do I write unto you. It is in that I do enjoy mj' 

^ear Mary ; her spirit is near and dear and seems present 

"^rith me, whether in the body or out of it, with the Lord. 

'o the Lord of heaven and earth she is given up freely. — 

'o His heavenly and holy will I freely submit, that every 
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jot and tittle thereof may be fulfilled to the glory and 
praise of His great name. 

" My dear Daughter, in the name of the Lord Jesus — He 
who has all power in heaven and earth, who gives life and 
breath to all His creatures, and takes them away at His 
pleasure — keep down all unworthy anxieties. In the invis- 
ible holy life which thou art made partaker of, solace thy 
soul, and in a sense of the superintending power of 
Almighty God, rest satisfied and be content. As I have 
said often to thee, give up to be crossed, — that is the way 
to please the Lord, and to follow Him in His own way and 
will, whose way is the best ; and blessed and happy are 
they that repose on His arm, and in His bosom. Theirs is 
an enduring inheritance where there will never be any more 
change. Dear Margaret, let nothing enter thy mind con- 
cerning me, for I am very well content with the handiwork 
of the Lord. I know your care and tenderness was not 
wanting to her ; and so be all satisfied and content with 
the will of the Lord ; let neither murmuring nor repining 
enter any of your minds. — Let not sorrow fill your hearts, 
for we have all cause to rejoice in the Lord evermore, and 
I most of all. I who brought her up for the Lord, whom 
I am sure is her true owner, and therein is my joy — blessed 
be His holy name who has given me her to that end, that 
He might take her away at His pleasure. 

" All your three sisters were here with me when we 
received the letters, and it was well it was so. I intend 
they shall stay two or three days more (in Lancaster) till 
the sessions be ended. Thus it hath pleased the Lord to 
divide us equally ; — ^you being together there, and we 
together here : blessed be His Holy name ! 

" Last week I wrote my mind concerning your brother 
Fell,' and I would desire to know his mind as to what he 
intends to do as shortly as may be, for we wish to make a 
sale of tome part of the goods. But if he comes to live 
in the country and to take things into his own hands, we 
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should make a sale of nil, and he shall have irhat he sees 
fitting. I would havj you to persuade him to come to the 
country, and as soon as may be. 

^^Your sisters Sarah, Sasau, and Hachd, who are all 
here, remember their dear love to you and to their brother 
Fell, and their brother and sister Ycamans. No more, but 
rest 30ur dear Mother, 

*' Margaret Fell. 

** It is much satisfaction to me that 3'ou let me know all 
along bow it was with her. It was very well done of you 

" Colonel Kirby causes our bonds to be renewed and 
straitened more and more. They lock up George Fox, 
under pretense of an order that came from London. Get 
the inclosed letter of G. F.^s sent to Gilbert Latey, that 
G. Whitehead and he may draw out from it what they see 
convenient. The enclosed to thy brother Fell, deliver to 
him thyselfl" 

The original of the above letter, which is in the Devon- 
shire House Collection, is tlius directed : — 

" To John Rous Mercht. 

at the Bear &, Fountain in 

Loathbury in 

London. 
These deliver with care." 

(Endorsed by Q. F.) " M. F. when she was a prisoner, 
sent this to her son John Rous, 16G4." 

Mary recovered again, and returned to her ancestral 
home amid the lakes and mountains of the north ; whilst 
deeper and dee[)er the dark and fearful clouds of pestilence 
and |)ersecution spread over the metropolis. Again her 
dedicated mother pressed her to her bosom, and blessed 
the Lord with fervent thankfulness tliat He had given her 
back her child from the very brink of the grave. But that 
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meeting between mother and daughter took place within 
the gloomy confines of the castle prison, not as in the past 
times in their own fair Hall. Yet even in prison her joy 
could be full. She who before in that darker honr declared 
from within those saiiie walls, " We have all cause to 
rejoice in the Lord evermore, and I most of all,'' was 
happy even in bonds, because the Lord was with her^ and 
it was His presence bhed around that peace and joy 
" which passeth understanding.'' 

Meantime, Ellis Hooks, of London, kept Margaret Fell 
duly informed of the general proceedings, in and near the 
Metropolis, respecting the Friends. In one of the many 
letters he wrote to her about tliis time, he says : — 

" I think it is two weeks since I wrote to thee, therefore 
I must now give thee an account of what passed at the 
Session-house last week. Ye terday, at Hicks' Hall, four 
women Friends were sentenced to eleven months' imprison- 
ment or 401. fine, they having husbands. Twelve or 
thirteen men and women were sentenced to be transported 
to any of the foreign plantations. At the Old Bailey, about 
forty-six Friends were called, and sixteen of them would 
not answer (not guilty) according to their form, and so 
3'esterday they were sentenced by the Recorder, those that 
had husbands to Bridewell for twelve months, or 20/. fine ; 
the men were sentenced to Barbadoes, and the women- maids 
to Jamaica. About sixteen last Seventh-day pleaded, and 
were tried by a jury, which jury were twice sent out, 
not agreeing in their verdict. The judges (Hide and 
Keeling) talked much to them, but they could not agree, six 
of them standing very much for Friends. Some of them 
pleaded notably for Friends, saying they did not deny but 
that they were guilty of meeting at the Bull and Mouth, 
but they said tliey were not guilty of the figict charged 
against them, viz., attending a seditious meeting. One ot 
the jury declared the witnesses were not competent persons 
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(being common drunkards) to swear against honest men. 
So the judges were very angry with the jury, and bound 
them in lOOl, bond a-picce, to answer it at the Kiug's-bench 
bar. The four jailers at Newgate were all the witnesses 
that came in against Friends, except one of the marshars 
men. 

" The seven Friends at Hertford, that were first sentenced 
to be banished, are come back from Gravesend again, and 
all their goods are set on shore. I hear the owners intend 
to send their ship another way. They have sentenced 
twenty-one at Hertford since." 

The case of the seven Friends at Hertford above allnded 
to, who were condemned to transportation for attending 
their own place of worship, is worth pausing to relate. As 
stated by Besse, — " In accordance with the sentence of 
banishment pronounced by the judge, the Sheriff of Hert- 
fordshire directed the jailer to contract with the master 
of a vessel bound to the West Indies to take the Friends 
thither. When they were brought to the ship the captain 
was not ready to sail, and he gave them a written permis- 
sion to go ashore till he should summon them, merely 
trusting to their word of promise to return. On the Ist of 
October, 1664, they were summoned, and accordingly went 
aboard. The ship then sailed down the river as far as the 
Red-house, near Deptford, when a sudden change of wind 
drove her back to Limehouse, where the prisoners were 
again set on shore. On the 6th again the ship weighed 
anchor, with wind and tide fair, yet the seamen declared 
that, notwithstanding their utmost efforts, they could not 
get the ship to sail, and were consequently, obliged to 
anchor again about a stone's-cast from where they lay before. 
Some of the seamen were both amazed and alarmed : they 
raised the murmuring cry, * We shall never get out of 
England while these Quakers are on board.' So they set 
them ashore the third time. On the 8th they sailed again ; 
*'" Friends, as they had promised, having duly returned. 
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the vessel sailed down to Greenwich, whon a sudden storm 
obliged them, in order to secure the ship, again to cast 
anchor ; then the prisoners were sent on shore the fourth 
time. On the 10th they were ordered on board the fifth 
time, and sailed again ; but now the ship with much ado 
was kept from running aground, then they set the prisoners 
ashore at Black wall, and she went down the same tide to 
Oravesend. Thither the prisoners followed, and by this 
captain^s orders some tarried there, and others went back 
to London, till the 28th, w^hcn they were ordered aboard the 
sixth time, and the ship sailed that night to Leigh-road, 
where they cast anchor till the next day. At night the 
captain set them ashore, and directed them to Deal, where 
he met them altogether, and before several witnesses 
declared, that though they had followed the ship so long, 
he was resolved not any further to attempt to carry them, 
and gave them the following certificate in writing : — 

** Whereas, there were seven men, called Quakers, brought 
on board my ship, called the * Anne of London,* by William 
Edmonds, jailer of Hertford, viz.: Nicholas Lucas, Henry 
Feast, Henry Marshall, Francis Pry or, John Blendali, 
Jeremiah Heme, and Samuel Traherne, all which have 
continued waiting on my ship from London to Deal, from 
the 14th of Septeml)er last till this day. I seeing that 
Providence hath much crossed me hitherto, whereby I 
perceive that the hand of the Lord is against me so that I 
dare not pioceed on my voyage to carry them, they being 
innocent persons, and no crime signified against them 
worthy of banishment ; and seeing that there is a law in force 
that no Englishman shall be carried out of his native 
country against his will, and also seeing that my men 
refuse to go the voyage if I carry them, which would be 
much to my hindrance, men being very scarce by reason of 
the long-press. For these reasons, therefore, and many 
more, I will not carry them. 
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" These a:c, therefore, to certify any person or persons 
who may question them, that they did not make an escape, 
but I put them on sliore again to go where they pleased. 
All this is certified under my hand this 10th of November, 
1664. 

"Thomas Mat. 

" Witnessed by four persons." 

" Being thus set at liberty," says Besse, " they returned 
to London and then to their own homes ; and they sent a 
letter to the King and Council, stating the circumstances, 
and accompanied it with a copy of the shipmaster's certifi- 
cate. This letter being read at the Council Board, produced 
an order which, after setting forth the fact of their having 
been put on board the aforesaid ship, pursuant to their 
sentence of transportation, and having been by the master 
set ashore at the Downs, leaving them at liberty to go 
whither they please ; it appearing to be matter of contriv- 
ance and design between the said master and the persons 
before-mentioned ' it was ordered * that the High Sheriff 
do again apprehend and secure them until means of trans- 
porting them can be made by some shipping bound unto 
those parts.' 

" By this order they were again committed to prison, 
and remained there seven years, until discharged by the 
King's proclamation."* 

As the year 1G64 drew to a close, persecution, imprison- 
ment and transportation continued their unrelenting violence 
against the unfinehing Quakers throughout the metropolis. 
The King declared he coulu do nothing in their favour, 
that the city authorities must have their way in carrying out 
the laws, and therefore he wished neither to see the Quakers 
nor hear from them. Thus were they circumstanced when 
the year 1665 opened. It was evident that to crush them 
utterly was the determination of the then dominant Church, 



* Bcssc's ^'Sufflring ," vol. j. p. 249. 
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and to frustrate its fulfilment their dependence was on 
God alone. No Friend who had conscience and courage 
sufUciont to meet with his brethren in tlie worship of God, 
could be sure when he left in the morning to attend meet- 
ing, whether his face would ever a^ain be seen within his 
own home. Yet with all this the Friends' meetings were 
kept up; and when the doors and windows of some 
of their meeting-houses were secured so as to prevent them 
from obtaining admittance, they collected together outside, 
and from thence arose the voice of exhortation and prayer. 

As the early months of 16C5 rolled on, the fearful cry of 
spotted fever in the city deepened into the hollow under- 
tones of terror that whispered plague. The cry of " The 
plague has broken out! ''smote many a stout heart with 
horror and dismay as the spring advanced. Whilst some 
of the Friends continued week by week to be haled from 
their meetings to prison, Newgate became crowded to 
excess, and the dreaded plague soon made its appearance 
among the prisoners. The King, doubtless urged by the 
Court physicians, at length broke the silence he had imposed 
on himself, and declared authoritatively that no more 
Quakers should be sent into Newgate. The crowded state 
of that prison, it was feared would increase the infection, 
and that the air which passed over and through it, would 
taint the whole region. Hence in a letter fr.m Ellis Hooks 
to Margaret Fell, under date 3rd mo. (May), 1666, we find 
the following paragraph: — "Last First-day bur meetings 
here were quiet, only at the Bull where they pulled them 
out and then let them go. I hear the King has issued an order 
that there should be no more sent to Newgate by reason of 
the plague, which increases very much, thirty dying of it 
last week, as I hear. Friends are still kept close in New- 
gate — now about seven score. There is a report of sending 
away eight mure short l3\" 

Ever and anon came tidings to the north of the fearful 
progress of the plague. That God was pouring forth the 
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vials of His wrath, because of the wickedness of the great 
Babel, was the general feeling among the religious people 
of the day. P'ear and trembling fell on the thoughtless 
votary of pleasure, when " the pestilence that walketh by 
noonday," and respecteth neither rank nor beaut}', had 
penetrated from the prison to the palace. The King and 
his Court fled to Oxford, and tlie city generally became 
deserted by those who had the means of escape. A witness 
of the sad scene says : — " What eye would not weep to see 
so many habitations uninhabited, the poor sick not visited, 
the hungry not fed, the grave not satisfied I Death stares 
us in the face from every coffin which is hourly carried 
along the streets. The custom was in the beginning to 
bury the dead in the night only ; but now both night and 
day will hardly give time enough. to do it." 

"How sunk the inmost hearts of all 
As rolled the dead-cait slowly by, 
With creaking wheel and har.>h hoof-fall I 
The dying turned him to the wall, 
To hear it, and to die." 

Amid these scenes of dismay and death, instead of opening 
the doors of the pestilential prisons, to allow uninfected 
persons therein confined, who were not criminals, to seek a 
purer atmosphere, those whose intolerance had pent them 
up merely ordered fiily-five Friends to be taken out of 
Newgate, and placed on board a ship in the Thames, called 
the " Black Eagle," in order for banishment. They were 
very much crowded on board, and the plague soon breaking 
out there also, out of these fiftj'-five victims, twenty-seven 
died. *• I visited the Friends in the ship," sa3'S George 
Whitehead, "and had a meeting with them on board, and 
the Lord my God preserved me both from the distemper 
and from banishment, wherein I do humbly confess His 
power, to His own praise and glory." The " Black Eagle," 
after considerable detention, sailed away at last from the 
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Thames, but she was taken in the Channel hy a Dutch 
privateer and, passing round by the north of Ireland and 
Scotland to avoid recapture, the two vessels at length 
reached Holland. Only one-half of the Friends were alive, 
the other half having died as above stated, but the residue 
were liberated by the Dutch, and afterwards all but one of 
them returned to England. 

George Whitehead was one of the few who remained in 
London throughout that terrible plague without taking it. 
Thus he speaks : — " That which added to our Friends' 
affliction was the hardness of our persecutors' hearts — their 
cruelty and barbarity in imprisoning and detaining so many 
of them in Newgate, and in the White Lion prison in South- 
wark, after the plague had broken forth and many people 
swept away. I had not freedom or peace, to leave the citj* 
or the Friends in and about London, during that great 
calamity, even when the mortality was at its height. I 
was given up to stay among them, to attend Friends' 
meetings, to visit the Friends in prison, and at their own 
houses, even when many of them were sick of the contagion, 
both in prison and in their own habitations. In all that 
time the Lord preserved nie from the infectious distemper, 
which mercy I hope ever thankfully to remember. On first- 
days I took my nightcap in my pocket when I went to 
meetings, not knowing but I might be apprehended and 
committed to prison. However the Lord gave me faith to 
be resigned to His will either to live or to die for His 
truth's sake." Gcorire Whitehead was witness to manv a 
deathbed scene in the terrible Newgate, and in other prisons 
where, notwithstanding the dreadful surroundings, peace 
and comfort from the Lord often reigned triumphant, though 
sorrow and sadness, he says, seized on his own spirit in 
view of" these Imrmless lambs stretched on such beds in 
noisome holes and prisons," " but," he adds, on the other 
hand, "my spirit was often refreshed and revived, seeing 
that Christ their salvation and redemption was manifest to 
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and in them, and that the Lord had thus appointed the final 
deliverance of many through death, from the cruelties of 
their oppressors." 

Ellis Ilooks, writing from London to his friend in Lan- 
caster prison, on the 7th of 9th mo. (November), when the 
disease began to subside, says, " I have been preserved well, 
but as a brand is plucked out of the fire, so has the Lord 
delivered me. I have often laid down mv head in sorrow, 
and rose as I went to bed, not having slept a wink for the 
groans of them that lay dying. Each morning I counted it 
a great mercy that the Lord had given me another day." 
" But," he adds, " our meetings now are quiet, and Friends 
are generally well, both in prison, in the ship, and at New- 
gate ; and there is not above one a day buried in the Friends* 
burial-ground." 

We have another letter, written a month later than the 
foregoing, still further confirming the subsidence of the 
pestilence. It is from 

Morgan Watkins to Margaret Fell. 

"London, 5ih 10th mo. [December], 1665. 
" I suppose thou heard of our releasement a while since. 
I have been something weak since I came out into the air ; 
but through the great love of my God I am wonderfully 
preserved to the praise of His name. But the two imprison- 
ments in Newgate, and the one at Gatehouse, in which I 
had several battles with death, have much weakened my 
body.* It was the arising of the power of God that gave 
me dominion over the distemper, and over the weakness 
of the flesh. The day was dreadful to all, and few were 
able to abide it, and stand the judgment ; but the Lord is 
very merciful to the remnant of His people. 



♦ Gatehouse prison was situated ne-^ r the west end of "NYestminster 
Abbey. Morgan Watkins was c mmitted to it by warrant from 
Grcneral Monk, then Duke of Albemarle, on the 9th of August, 
1C65, for being at a meeting In St. John's, as stated by Besse. 
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'^ Our meetings are now quiet, save only the Bull and 
Mouth, from which we are still kept out ; they are beginning 
to be very large, of strange faces and good honest coun- 
tenances who with exceeding hungcrings receive the Truth. 
Gilbert Latcy is in health, and Amos Stodart also, but he 
hath buried his wife. Alexander Parker is at Bristol. 
There is no stranger Friend here at present but m^'self, 
and the work is very great. 

" The city doth begin to fill again. I have account of 
920 Friends, and Friends' children and servants, that were 
buried in our burial-place since the 25th of the 1st mo. 
(March), 1605, but I think not much above half were 
Friends.* The ship in which the Friends are, is yet in 
the River, and all in Newgate are now pretty well and have 
much liberty. The bishop of Salisbury is dead, and this 
day I heard that Canterbury was dead also, but I am not 
certain of its truth. 

" I rest thy loving friend and brother in the fellowship 
of the everlasting Gospel, " Morgan WATKiNS."f 



CHAPTER XIX. 

1660—1668. 

National Sins and their Punishment — M. Fell's Letter 
PKOM Lancaster Castle to the King — Great Firs of Lon- 
don — Letters from Ellis IIooks— M. Fell's Release from 
Prison. 

When the j'car 1666 was ushered in, the plague had sub- 
sided, but the war with Holland was still raging. These 
two scourges — {pestilence and the sword, which, under the 
old dispensation, were accounted the great calamities 



* The total numlHjr of deaths registered in London by Friends, in 
the year 1665, wo find was 1,177. Morgan Watkins' informatiou of 
020 I urials appl cs to little more than e:ght months, 

f The original < f the ahove letter is in the Devonshire House 
Collection of Swarthmoor MSS. 



AND THEIR FRIENDS. 251 

wherewith God punished the wickedness of the Jews — had 
at ihe same time assailed the English nation. That idea 
of people being punished by such inflictions in this world, 
for their own aggregate sins, or for particular gross sins 
of their rulers, characterized the ages prior to the time, 
when the Lord Jesus clearlj' placed before the world the 
certainty of an eternal future, as bringing to each indi- 
vidual " the reward of the deeds done in the body." In 
this, as in some other points, the Puritans, adopting Jewish 
ideas, were more guided by the enunciations of the old 
than the new dispensation. Against that tendency in 
general the Friends spake out very strongly. The sab- 
batical views of the Puritans and those respecting war 
and human vengeance, were earnestly withstood as nn- 
christinn by the Quaker teachers and preachers of the day. 
But the assumption of national inflictions from the Lord, 
for the sins of national rulers, clung to numbers of the 
Friends who had been educated under Puritan influence. 
And no marvel when it did so, that many of them traced 
the present national calamities as punishments for the 
injustice and cruelty with which ^^ the servants of the 
Lord," as they surely held them to be, had been treated by 
the supreme rulers — the clergy, and the magistracy of the 
nation. Sometimes under this belief, and sometimes 
from a conviction that the Lord had commissioned them, 
they had often warned those who were in power of the 
approach of calamities, that their injustice and cruelty 
would bring down on the land. When the Cromwellian 
dynasty and its leading supporters were ignominiously 
swept from place and power, many were reminded of the 
warnings given thom by the Quakers. And now, again the 
plague had awakened similar remembrances of more recent 
warnings. 

The King asked, with some curiosit}" one day, " Have 
any of the Quakers died of the distemper?" He was told 
many of them had died of it, especially iu the prisons. 
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" Then," said he, " they can't say that the plague is a punish- 
ment sent for their enemies because of having imprisoned 
them, when they are dying of it themselves." To this a 
Friend replied " God sends tlie rain on the just and the 
unjust, so too with such national visitations/' Had the 
Friends fully applied and followed out this Illustration, and 
also that of the falling of the tower of Siloam, as given by 
our Divine Master, they might have been more divested of 
the impression, that we are to look in this world, for the 
punishment of whose who treat God's servants unjustly. 

Margaret Fell on several occasions regarded herself called 
upon by her Divine Master to expostulate with and warn 
both Cromwell and King Charles. It is scarcely to be ex- 
pected that those expostulations and warnings, would not 
under a sense of acute suffering manifest somewhat of the 
retributive animus above alluded to. Yet tlie leading im- 
pression conveyed was, that Cromwell himself, and Charles 
himself, would each have the heavy weight of a deep sin on 
his own head, if he would not use his power to release 
the servants of the Lord from imprisonment ; and if the 
promises they had each made, respecting the establishment 
of religious libert}" were left unfulfilled. 

After that faithful woman had been imprisoned in Lan- 
caster Castle nearly three 3'ears, once more she determined 
to address the King, xfer letter though written under the 
endurance of much hardship and cruel wrong, manifests 
neither bitterness nor fear. A high true sense of Christian 
integrity, and God's approving love, still upheld her spirit. 
But under a consciousness of how awfully King Charles 
had violated both truth and justice, she endeavours to make 
him sensible of his breach of the Divine law, and she calls 
to his mind her former communications, then asks for what 
transgression he (and his advisers) had kept her who had 
'* never wronged any man '' incarcerated in that miserable 
place " for these three long winters." How conscienceless 
must have been the King, clergy, and council, to have suf- 
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fered such a woman to be thus imprisoned under pretext 
of dislo^'alty, when they knew in their hearts there was no 
shadow of truth in the pretense 1 

Margaret Fellas LsrfER to the Kino 

Commences by her asking him to pause, and in the fear of 
the Lord to consider what he and his ministers had been 
doing during the six years that had elapsed since their return 
to England ; then she continues — " What laws have you 
made or changed, save such as have laid oppression and 
bondage on God's people? Yet the greatest crime that you 
could find against them was, that they obe^'ed and wor- 
shipped Christ Jesus. But the Lord hath preserved His 
people both innocent and harmless, though persecuted to 
such a height of suffering. 

" I wish you would consider seriously what effects and 
fruits these your persecutions have brought forth.— First, I 
believe they have sent hundreds of God's people to their 
graves. They have also rendered this realm and the gov- 
ernors of it cruel in the eyes of all people, both within its 
own body, and in other nations. — Besides all this, the guilt 
of innocent blood lies upon this Kingdom. Since that blood 
was shed, the Lord hath taken many thousands of the 
inhabitants of the nation away, by His two judgments — 
pestilence and the sword. 

" Before any of this was, I was sent of the Lord to tell 
thee, oh King, of the state of our people, and to show thee, 
that they were an innocent, harmless, peaceable people, — 
that they were, and are so, I could then, ever since, and 
now, seal with my blood, if put to it. Thy answer to me 
was, — • If they he peaceable they mhall be protected.^ 

** I also wrote to thoe several times concern ing our faith 
and principles, how that we could not swear for conscience' 
sake ; neither could we take up anna, nor plot, nor contrive 
to injure or do any man wrong, much less the King. 
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" I likewise told thee, that we must worship God, for God 
required it of us. 

" And I expressed our desire to have a meeting with the 
bishops or ministers, that therein they and we might be 
tried by the Scriptures of Truth, to prove which of us was 
in the error. Whereupon thou wast pleased to grant our 
request, and promised that we should have such a meeting* 
But the bishops and those concerned turned it off, and 
would not give us a meeting. This action of theirs did 
plainly manifest them not to be living under the life and 
power of the Scriptures. For Christ Jesus said to those 
that lie sent forth, that He would give them a mouth and 
wisdom, that all their adversaries should not be able to 
gainsay. And the apostle likewise writing to his son Timothy 
in 2ud Timothy ii. 24, 25, 26,—* The servant of the Lord 
must not strive ; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, 
patient, in meekness instructing those that oppose them- 
selves ; if God peradventure will give them repentance to 
the acknowledging of the Truth,' &c. 

" If they hud been the ministers of Christ and upholding 
the Apostles' doctrines, they would have taken this way 
with us before they would have agreed with civil magis- 
trates, to make laws against us. But the way they took, 
manifested their spirit and principles, for they choose to 
deliver us up to them that had the whip and the scourge in 
their hands, to have us put down by compulsion, when 
they could not do it by sound doctrine. 

'^ I also warned thee to beware of the counsel of the 
bishops ; for if thou hearkened to their counsel that it 
would be thy ruin, as it was the ruin of thy father. Their 
counsel is the same that Rehoboam's 3'oung men was, — thou 
knowest this is true, and that they have counselled thee 
to make tlic burden heavier. 

" All this, with much more, I can truly say I wrote to 
thee, in the fear of the Lord and in much love and tender- 
ness. And now I ask, for which of these things hast thou 



AND THEIR FRIENDS. 235 

kept me in prison three long winters, in a place not fit for 
human beings to live in ? A place where storm, wind, and 
rain enter, and which is sometimes filled with smoke ; so 
that it is mnch wonder I am Alive, and this only because 
the power and goodness of Goi hath been with me. 

'^ I never did thee, nor any other man in the nation, any 
wrong ; and the same I may say for many more of our 
Friends tiiat have suffered even until death. For all the 
warnings that wa gave you of judgments, and all we could 
write or speak, we were not believed. We told you plainly 
wo had done so with other governors before you, and how 
the Lord had overthrown them ; but all was to no purpose,- 
for as long as there was peace in the land, the main 
business of the Parliament was to invent laws to punish 
and persecute Quakers. Laws to punish vice, sin, and 
wickedness, we had but little of. 

" Now after all my sufferings, in the same feelings of love 
that I visited thee in the beginning, I once more beseech 
thee to fear the Lord God, by whom kings rule and 
princes decree justice ; who sets up one and pulls down 
another at His pleasure. And let not the guilt of the 
breach of that word tiiat passed from thee at Breda lie 
any longer on thy conscience ; but perform as thon 
promised when thou wast in distress. Hearken not to 
wicked counsellors tliat heretofore have prevented thee, 
they will bear none of thy burden for tliee, when the 
L(>rd*s voice accuses of breach of covenant with Him and 
His people.*' 

'^Marqaret Fell. 

** Fi ora my prison 

at Lancaster Castle, 

the 6th day of the Cth month [ Au«;u8t] I66G,''* 



*From the Collection of M. F.'s writings xmblishcd n 1710. 
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There is no account of how the above letter was received 
by the King. However it did not produce any immediate 
release, as the writer remained in prison nearly two y»*ar8 
after its date. What she says reminding King Cliarlei of 
the advice she had given him on his cowing to England, 
not to take the counsel of the bishops, and further respect- 
ing their persecuting spirit, would of course annoy the 
clergy exceed ingl}'. She must have known it would do so, 
yet she would not shrink it because she held in her inmost 
soul that they had united with those who had prompted 
Charles to disregard his Breda declaration. And whether 
correct or not, she believed most solemnly, that the bishops 
continued to instigate t!ie King and his ministry, to the 
wicked course of religious persecutions they were pursuing 
against the Quakers and some other dissenters. 

The Spirit of Truth had such entire possession of 
Margaret Feirs heart and mind, that no timid compromise, 
or what some would call prudent reticence, prevented her 
from avowing her principles. However courteous and kind 
in her manners and demeanour, as many cii^cumstances 
indicate her to have been, she would not leave an important 
truth unexpressed, if she believed a good opportunity 
presented for pleading its righteousness. It is quite prob- 
able that this outspoken truthfulness caused her to be 
feared by some persons in power, who exerted themselves 
with the King to have her imprisonment continued, under 
circumstances so indicative of a cruel and unmanly ven- 
geance. But truth was dearer to her than liberty, or even 
than life itself; and feiir of man, whether he be king or 
bishop, could not detc r her from giving utterance to what 
she solemnly held to be true. 

It was probabl}'^ soon after the contents of that letter 
were made known, that she wrote the work entitled ''A 
Touchstone, or Trial by the Scriptures of Priests, Bishops, 
and Ministers.^' It displays a very intimate acquaintance 
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with Holy Writ, especially a careful study of the New 
Testament writers, whose enunciations, and the commands 
and precepts of the Lord Jesus, are very freely quoted in 
contrast to the practices of those who then governed the 
dominant Church in England. 

The Touchstone commences thus : — " Methinks I hear 
the bishops contemn and murmur at what I have published 
to the world, how I warned the King at the beginning of 
his reign to beware of their counsels. I do tlierefore hereby 
give to them and to the world the reasons why I did so." 
This slie does at so great a length and with such a crowd 
of Scriptural quotations as rather distract, instead of con- 
centrating attention on the most telling. If resolved into 
about one-half the compass, her Touchstone might have 
formed an admirable treatise on the subject. However, as 
it was, it may have suited the age in which it came out, 
though it would not suit now. 

It was some weeks after the date of Margaret Fell's 
address to the King, that the Great Fire of London broke 
forth. Thus that calamity is described in E velj^n's diary : — 

" September 3rd. The fire continued all this night (if I 
may call that night, which was as li«;ht as day for ten miles 
round about) after a dreadful manner, when conspiring 
with a fierce eastern wind in a very dry season. I went oa 
foot to Bankside in Southwark, and saw the whole south 
part of the City burning, from Clieapside to the Thames, 
and all along Cornhill, Tower-street, Fenchurch-street, Gra- 
cious-street, and so along to Bainard^s Castle, and was now 
taking hold of St. Paul's Church. The conflagration )|vas 
so universal, and the peop'e so astonished, that from the 
beginning (I know not by what despondency or fate) they 
hardly stirred to quench it; so that there was nothing 
heard or seen but crying out and lamentation, and running 
about like distracted creatures. Oh 1 the miserable and 
calamitous spectacle I such as haply the world had not seen 
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the like since the foundation of it, nor be outdone till the 
universal conflagration. All the sky was of a fiery aspect 
like the top of a burning oven, the light being seen above 
forty miles round about, for many nights. The poor inhabi- 
tants "Were dispersed about St. George's Fields, and Moor- 
fields, as far as Highgatc, and several miles iu circle, some 
under tents, some under miserable huts and hovels, many 
without a rag or necessary utensil, bed or board, who from 
delicateness, riches, and easy accommodations in stately 
and well-furnished houses, were now reduced to extremest 
misery and poverty." 

More than a month elapsed between the commencement 
of the great fire and the date of the following letter: — 

Ellis Hooks to Margaret Fell. 

LoNDo:;, :nd Sth mo, [October], 16G6, 

" People are in great confusion here, by reason of the 
fire which has happened in the city to the great destruc- 
tion and ruin of the same. It has not been without a just 
cause of provocation of the Lord by tiiis generation, who 
have lifted up themselves against God, their hearts having 
been given up to pride and vanity, and the persecution of 
them who were true seekers of the Lord, and who delight 
in His ways. 

" There was a young man that came out of Huntingdon- 
shire to warn the King to set Friends at liberty, or else, 
within two days, destruction should be. He went to 
Whitehall the day before the fire, but they would not 
admit him to come to the King. The next morning he 
went again, and was admitted to speak to him iu the 
presence-chamber. 

'* Last week another Friend came out of Staffordshire to 
speak with the King, and to deliver a pay [a paper or list] 
to him. Indeed, a very plain honest man this Friend is; 
he had a great weight upon him. Going towards Wliite- 
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hall last Sixth-day morning betimes, he met the King in 
his coach, and he stepped to the coach-side, and laying his 
hand upon it said : * King Charles, my message is this day 
unto thee, in behalf of God's poor, afflicted, suffering 
people,' and gave him the paper and pressed him to read it. 
The King said, ' How dost thou think I can read it now? ' 
So he told the King that his message was unto him, ^that 
the people of God might have their liberty from under the 
great bondage, that thee and thy law hath laid upon them.' 
Then the King replied that he and liis Parliament were to 
consider of it. The Friend told him, * if they did so 
consider it as to set the afflicted people of the Lord at 
liberty, it might be a means of stopping the judgments of 
the Lord ; but if so be that they continued their bonds, the 
Lord God would multiply His judgments upon them. 
Then the Friend moved, about the Friends at Reading, 
and told him that their sufferings did cry very much in 
the ears of the Lord against him, and except he set them 
at liberty from under the cruel law of premunire, their 
cries would not be stopped, but would be returned double 
on his head. Then the King said that they would not 
obey the law of the nation. The Friend told him if so be, 
he and his Parliament would make a law corresponding 
with the law of God, he might see that they would not 
walk contrary to that. And he told him that the Lord had 
pleaded with this city hy plagues, sword, and fire and so 
left him. 

'^When he first went to the coach-side, the footman 
took off his hat, but the King bade him ' give the man his 
hat again,' and was very mild and moderate. His name is 
Adam Barefoote. 

" I saved thy book from the fire, the last Seventh-day I 
gave it to W. Warwick.* " E. H." 



* Original in the Devonshire House Collection. 
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The next letter is a little more than a month later : — 

Ellis Hooks to Margaret Fell. 

London, Gth 9th mo. [November], 1GG6, 

*'Dear M. F., — I received two letters from thee since I 
wrote. I have been in the country, and so could not 
conviniently write sooner to tliee [in reply]. 

" I suppose thou hast ere this received H. Stubbs' letter, 
wherein she hath given thee an account of what she hath 
done in spreading thy pai)er8 amongst the rulers. Con- 
cerning thy great book, W. W. hath it, but has not done 
anything in it yet. We expect George Fox here very 
shortly. 

" Concerning what thou desires to know [about the] 
Friends where the fire was. There was very few but lost a 
great deal, yet not so much I think as [others] lost : 
because Friends were so helpful one to the other. Thomas 
Cooney lost most or all his beds and goods, by reason that 
they prest his cart for the King^s use and the Mayor's. 

Friends are pretty well settled now, and will get trading 
again in a little time. The Parliament is about making an 
A et against the Papists that none of them shall bear any 
ofTice in tiie kingdom, and that all of them that are 
soldiers shall be turned out, except they take the oaths of 
allegiance and supremacy', and go to the steeple-house and 
take the sacrament. 

" I am not as yet settled in a place since the fire, but I 
nm about taking a chamber in Aldersgate-street I am at 
present at Anne Travers', at Ilorselydown. 

** I remain, thy loving friend, 

** E. IIOOKS."* 

That letter is thus endorsed by John Abraham : — 
"Ellis Hooks' letter; who was a very serviceable and 

* From the original in the Thimbeck Collection. 
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good IT. fin in earl}' days to my dear and honoured grand- 
uiotlicr.' 

George Fox as alluded to in the foregoing, had been 
released from prison by the King's order nearly three 
months before the date of that letter. He had been im- 
prisoned at the same time as Margaret Fell, and had after- 
wards been removed from Lancaster Castlo to Scarborous:h 
Castle. It seems remarkable, indeed, that he should have 
been liberated, and that she should have been retained a 
prisoner. Her letter to the King, shortly before the great 
lire, bears date four days after George Fox's release from 
Scarborough. 

What the " great book '* contained which Ellis Hooks 
alludes to is not clear. Doubtless it is the same he speaks 
of in a previous letter as having saved from the fire. W, 
Warwick was the printer to whom it was consigned. 
Margaret Fell wrote more during her imprisonment than 
at any other period of her life. Her pen, which served to 
give expression to her thoughts, must have been a great 
solace to her in tho e weeks, an'd months and years of 
loneliness. And if her enemies expected to keep her 
thoughts from making their way abroad by confining her 
in jail they were admirably mistaken. During her impris- 
onment, beside ^^ The Touchstone,'' she wrote ^^ A Call to 
the Universal Seed of God throughout the World," and a 
still larger work, entitled ^* A call unto the Seed of Israel 
to come out of Egypt's Darkness, and House of Bondage, 
into the Land of Rest." The case of the Jews she entered 
into with great earnestness. Ten years before, in Judge 
Fell's lifetime, she had written more than one address to 
them; and now again, in her lonely hours, her soul 
anxiously reverted to the " lost sheep of the house of 
Israel." We do not find any other Friend of that age 
entering so zealously into the cause of the Jews. She also 
wrote on " Women speaking when moved thereto by the 
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Holy Spirit," showing how women were the first to whom 
the Lord appeared after His resurrection, and a woman 
was the messenger to whom He said, " Go tell my brethren 
that they go into Galilee, and there shall they see me." 
" It was a woman whom Christ Himself first commanded 
to proclaim His assent to the Father, and are women now 
to be excluded from proclaiming His blessed Gospel ? " 

Beside all those considerable compositions, Margaret 
Fell's epistles to different meetings, in different places 
throughout the three kingdoms, were numerous; and her 
private correspondence amon»y Friends in prison, and out 
of prison, must also have been very large. With such 
interests and occupations as her pen thus brought, 1666 
and '67 passed over. In a letter written by Thomas Salt- 
house from London, 19th 3rd mo. (May) 1668, 1 find the 
following allusion to efforts for her release : — 

*' Friends here determine now to press the King and 
Council to consider of the returns out of all the counties 
concerning the prisoners in the jails of England ; and to 
that end Thomas Moore"*" was this last week sent for, and 
is now come up to move the King ta the prosecution of so 
good a work. Doctor Lower hath improved his interest 
of late with some lords of the Royal Society to plead with 
the King on thy behalf for liberty — but Pharaoh's heart is 
80 hard I'' 

The efforts to obtain Margaret Fell's liberation about 
that time must have proved successful ; for another letter 
now before me, which was written by John Rous six weeks 
later, contains messages to his mother-in-law that indicate 

* Thomas Moore had been an infiuential magistrate before he 
joined Friends. He is represented ns a very gentlemanly man, of 
txcelknt addniss and admirable tact, so tliat without flinching from 
his principles he often visit d the King, and spoke honestly without 
giving any offense to the courtiers. 
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she was then restored to her home anrl family at Swarth- 
moor. The date of her rek'ase must, therefore, have been 
in 4th mo. old style, corresponding with 6th mo., 1668, 
after an imprisonment of about /our years and a halfl 



CHAPTER XX. 

1668—1670. 
Family Letters — Mart Fell's Marriage — Margaret Feli 

visits the FrIKNDS who are lMrR[SONEI>— M. F.'s A17DG. F.'« 

Marriage — George Fells Indignation — Letters from 
George Fox and John Rous to Margaret Fox — ^FromThomai 
Lower — From: Jo in Kous— M. F. again Imprisoned. 

John Rous thus writes to his sister-in-law soon aftei 
their mother's return home : — 



John Rous to Sarah Fell. 

" London, 30th 4th mo, [June], 1668. 

" Dear Sister, — ^Thine of the 20th instant I have received 
We were very glad to hear of yours, and our dear babes 
welfiare, for which we bless the Lord. Thy saddle I las 
week sent down to William Ginid}' according to thy desire 
and I writ to him to t \ke care to send it forward witl 
what speed he could, and advise thee where he sends it 
•I am sorry sister Mary should be at so great a want for \ 
stirrup. I know not how to get hers to her. But if on 
could be bought at Lancaster, or Preston, I desire thoi 
would pay for it on my account; but if she cannot get on^ 
there, I shall have to wait for an opportunity to send her 
down. 

" I think to speak to William Warwick, and see if I cai 
make any bargain with him about some of my mother' 
books, that P^llis may not be overburdened with ha^'ing s 
many on his hands, nor my mother put to much charge t 
ease him. I shall get the books as soon as I can, and sem 
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them as my mother hath ordered. My wife and I went 
into the countr}'- last 5th day and returned yesterday. I 
could not go to see T. L. but sent Robin, who brought 
word that ho mends finely, and hopes next week to be in a 
capacity to go out, but durst not venture this week. I 
hope in a short time he will be able to undertake the jour- 
ney. 

" I had a letter yesterday from Leonard Fell, who was 
then in Cornwall but had not met with George Fox. His 
dear love was remembered to 3'ou all, and he was very 
well. It is the first letter I received from him since he 
left the city. I also received a letter from Thomas Salt- 
house, who was at Newcastle in Staffordshire. 

" Here is no public news that I know of. Last week 
George Whitehead and Thos. Robertson were sent prison- 
ers to the White Lion for a month, being taken at a 
meeting near Gilford. We are both well, I bless the Lord, 
and have our very dear and tender love remembered to 
my mother, thyself, my sisters Mar}-, Susanna, and Rachel, 
which with our love to the rest of the family and Friends, 

is most at present from 

" Thy truly loving Brother, 

" John Rous."* 

A postscript is appended, containing some remarks about 
pecuniary affairs, which indicate that Margaret Fell at this 
time was at home. The T. L. alluded to in the letter was 
no doubt Thomas Lower, brother to Doctor Richard 
Lower, mentioned in our last chapter as using his influence 
with some lords of the Royal Society to procure Margaret 
FelTs release. At that time Thomas Lower was engaged 
to Mary Fell, the fifth of the Swarthmoor sisters. His 
brother, the Doctor, is known to fame not only as Court 
physician in the reign of Charles IL, but as a medical 
writer of high standing. 



* From the Devcjnsh'ro House Collection of Swarthmoor MSB. 
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The Lowers belonged to an ancient family of Cornwall, 
where they had a handsome estate. When George Fox 
was imprisoned in Launceston Jail, Thomas Lower was 
residing with his aunt Loveday Hambly, at Tregangreeves. 
Hearing, no doubt, of his extraordinary character, he went 
to visit the prisoner, and offered him money to help to 
defray his expenses. Though the money was declined, 
the kindness which prompted the offer was duly appre- 
ciated by George Fox. The next visit he paid the im- 
prisoned reformer, his annt went with him, and the 
conversation that ensued so reached both their hearts, 
that they left the prison thoroughly convinced of the 
truth of the doctrines preached by Fox. Thomas Lower 
compared the force and clearness of the conviction that 
shot through his soul to a flash of lightning. This was 
in the year 1C56, when he was about twenty-four years of 
age. Near the close of the same year, he attended a 
general meeting of the Frfends of Cornwall and Devon- 
shire held at Exeter ; George Fox was present, and describes 
it as a *^ blessed heavenly meeting, in which the Lord^s 
everlasting power came over all." 

Soon after he joined the Friends, Thomas Lower was 
married to a young lady of Plymouth, named Elizabeth 
Trelawney, whom George Fox speaks of as the daughter 
of a baronet, and who had herself joined the Society some 
time previously ; but their onion did not last long, — she 
was removed by death about the year 1662, leaving no 
children. 

Six years elapsed between the death of Thomas Lowor^s 
first wife, and his second marriage. It is evident from 
the following letter, that he wa=j well known to Mary Fell 
before he was personally acquainted with her mother. 
Mnry*8 visits to her sister Rous in London, and her sister 
Yeamans in Bristol, would doubtless afford opportunities 
for their acciuaintance, and her mother's imprisonment 
probably caused Thomas Lower to write, instead of seeing 
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her on the occasion of his application for her daughter. 
Be that as it may, it is plain from this letter, that Margaret 
Fell at first looked coldly on his proposal ; — 

Thomas Lower to Mart Fell. 
" To my dearest friend^ Mary FelL 

** My dear M. F., — If we could have daily [correspond- 
ence] ray fervent love would suflSciently administer new 
matter of writing. Though our distance outwardly from 
each other is like to increase, yet in that which neither 
distance nor length of dayfe or years can separate, shall we 
enjoy each other, and sympathize each with the other in 
all things that may arise to dam up the streams of our 
true and innocent affection. Thy second letter of love I 
received with much joy some da^'S after I came home. 
The continuation and increase of thy love, healthy and 
welfare, overcame the effect of the sad accidents that 
encountered me, and, as it were, welcomed me home. For 
at Looe, a town about twelve miles from my aunt*s, I 
heard of a fire that had happened at Tregangreeves, which 
had burnt some part of the house, which [report], as thou 
mayst imagine, was no little trouble to me and dear T. S., 
because we knew not what part, or how much. But when 
we arrived we found it was not so much as report had 
made it. This unexpected coming of us (for my aunt had 
information but the day before that we were both in 
prison) even transported my aunt into an ecstasy, she was 
BO much overcome with joy at the seeing of us. When we 
considered the Wonderful goodness and mercy, in the 
preservation of all the rest of the house, we could not but 
bless and niagnif}' the name of the Lord. 

" It seems, through the negligence of a servant that was 
brewing (it being meeting-time on the 5th day of the week), 
having store of fuel brought in to her, she sets some under 
her pans, and goes about other business, and came not again 
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until the fire had kindled in the rest of the combustible stuff, 
and the whole room was in flames too fierce to quench. 
Through God 's mercy, and the great concourse of neighbours 
[who aided], the fire was retained within the walls of the 
brew-house, where it began and ended, though there were 
thatched sheds within twelve feet on both sides, and even 
adjoining it. The loss was little compared to the threatened 
danger. The sight thereof gives continual cause for us to 
bless and praise the Lord. Of late many sad accidents 
have happened by fire in this county, among which Qodol- 
phin's house is most considerable ; most of it was burned 
on that same day that ours was. His loss is judged to be 
at least £1,000, and all his writings burnt also. Thus it 
seems good unto the Lord to plead with this nation by fire, 
as well as by plague and sword. Those in whose hearts 
any measure of righteousness is wrought, consider the end 
of His judgments, and in them it works the right effects, 
even newness of life, and the doing of that which God 
requires. Sometimes God's rod administers comfort as 
well as His staff, seeing that all things work together for 
good to those that love and fear the Lord. Our meeting- 
room was not distant above ten feet from this that was 
burnt, and yet it was preserved. Great, exceeding great, 
has been the mercy and love of the Lord unto us : praised 
be His name for ever and ever I 

" I have imparted the whole progress of our love unto 
my aunt Hambly, and have informed her also of George 
Fox's approbation and commends of thee. I have also 
acquainted her with the better part of thy mother's animad- 
versions unto thee upon this subject ; and I have read unto 
her my letter and answer unto it. I have also showed and 
read unto her, thine and my dear sister Yeamans' last letter 
unto me ; and to the whole matter she hath exceeding good 
liking, and heartily wishes good-speed. It seems, before I 
c-^me home there had some vilifying reports been brought 
into Cornwall ; but afler she had heard my more true and 
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impartial account, both of thy person, qualifications, and 
disposition, slie did with much delight hear and rejoice in 
it. Sister Yeamans was represented according to her deserts 
as a worthy Friend, and a person every way well accom- 
plished ; but thou, my dear, was rendered less exact, and 
with a more pale countenance. My aunt said unto the 
reporters, * thus was it with me when I was young; I was 
looked on as the least in beauty of all my father's children ; 
3'et God hath provided for me, and blessed me as fully as 
any of them, and so I hope the Lord will do by Mary Fell.' 
This she rep)eated unto me and Thomas Salthouse after we 
came home. And when she understood by T. S. that thou 
wast the steward at home, and of 30ur frugality, * Well,' 
said she, * I make no doubt that God will bless them.' 

*' At Ph'mouth both thou and sister Yeamans were painted 
with naked neiks, and in costly array, until T. S. and I 
deciphered you, and quite defaced the former counterfeit by 
representing you in a more commendable dress. The authors 
of these unsavoury belchings, I cannot fblly discover, but 
that which brings report will also carry ; however, they hath 
gained naught but an ill repute for their ill report^ and you 
thereby are become more estimable. 

" When I read unto my aunt my letter unto thy mother, 
she liked it very well, and when I came unto that w.iich 
mentioned the estate I had in expectancy, she said, * God 
forbid I should ever alienate it from thee ; I have not made 
away the worth of a dish or a spoon from thee, and as I have 
done, so will I still confirm it on thee, therefore let them 
not have any doubtings.' Thus I impart unto thee the state 
of our affairs here, and how very tenderly she felt and was 
touched by thy loving salute unto her, and she wishes to 
return the remembrance of her very dear love unto thee. 
T. S., my very dear brother and fellow-traveller, greets thee 
with a filial and holy kiss. And now, my dearest, to whom 
my heart is perfectly united, and in that which first begat 
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our union, do I most heartily embrace thee in the arms of 
pure affection and seal it unto thee with the lips of truth. 

" The match proposed for my eldest brother is broken off, 
and my aunt Hambly hath mentioned unto my mother, thy 
sister Sarah. Thomas Salthouse says they much resemble 
each other in face. If she will approve I should much rejoice 
in it, only I desire her to give us leave to be married first, 
if the Lord permit and prosper this, which He hath begun 
in us. 

" Since the writing of the aforesaid, my aunt coming 

into the room I read it unto her, and she rejoices in our 

good likings and love, and says she hopes thou wilt be a 

help and a comfort unto her in her old age, and wishes my 

brother were married unto Sarah. Whatsoever the Lord 

may bring to pass I shall rejoice in, unto whom I commit 

thee and myself also, in whose protection there is safety 

and peace for ever. So my dear, in that [trust] which never 

ends, never waxeth old, I sadly say farewell, my dear, 

farewell. Thine, 

" Thomas Lower." 

" My dearest, — Just as I was going to seal up the pre- 
ceding did my aunt bring into my chamber thy [packet.] 
I read them all unto her, viz., that from my dear brother 
Yeamans, also thine and part of thy mother's in it. She 
rejoiced to hear brother Yeamans call me brother, and thee 
to write thy dearest friend. But truly, my dear, I cannot 
but take notice of thy mother's slights to me and her un- 
friendly deportment towards me ; which I have not merited 
from her, and I hope never shall. Setting aside all her 
strictness, and her severe inquiries in her first unto thee at 
Bristol; in the conclusion of her letter she mentions, 
*Show the forepart unto the man.' If I had never pre- 
tended unto thee, she might have properly styled me 
friend; but I smothered all these apprehensions then, and 
hoped that I should receive a more amiable return to my 
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very submissive letter to her, wherein I am Bure all the 
civility and becoming respect I gave her, and yet I am not 
thought worthy of an answer. To a more inferior affair 
than this I might have reasonably ex|)ected [a reply]. 
Ilad I been one of the baser sorb I could but have been 
unanswered. But I am resolved to put the best construc- 
tion I can on it, for the love I bear to thee, and solace 
myself [with the thought] tliat she is desirous to conduct 
all her kindness to me through thee."* 

The conclusion of this second letter, being torn in the 
fold, dropped off and has been lost. There is no date in 
any part of the paper that remains ; but its date is likely 
to have been some time during the winter previous to 
Margaret Fell's release. About two months after her 
return home, on the 26th of 6th mo. (October), 1668, 
Thomas Lower and Mary Fell were married at Swarthmoor 
Hall. 

On their marriage, Mary's mother accompanied her and 
her husb.md to Cornwall ; after spending a little time 
there, making the acquaintance of these new connections, 
Margaret Fell commenced a series of visits to all the jails 
in England where any Friends were imprisoned, visiting 
also as wo may presume, according to her custom, the 
families of all those prisoners. This service appears to 
have occui)ied her about a year. During that period, she 
left Rachel, then about fifteen, at Shacklewell School, near 
London, which had been established for the daughters of 
Friends about a year before. It is much to be regretted 
that none of the letters of that period to her family, or to 
any one, descriptive of her visits among those who were 
prisoners for their Christian faithfulness, are now forth- 
coming. Mo^tofthe English prisons in those days were 
horrible places, and she must have seen the greater 
number of them during that visitation, which extended 



♦ From th?. original, in the possession of John Thompson, of Hitohin. 
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from one extremit)' of the nation to tbc other. How well 
she must have be(?n fitted as an angel of love and mercy, 
to be sei.t on such a mission, her own past history indi- 
cates. Some who knew her well in this connection, speak 
of the remembrances of her visits rising up before them as 
they lay on their miserable prison beds, bringing joy and 
gladness inexpressible. 

Margaret Fell's personal appearance and manners had 
something about them especially pleasing and attractive. 
Judging from some remarks in letters I have lately seen, 
written by three different individuals, her contemporaries, 
this must have been the case in a remarkable degree. They 
allude to her " beaming countenance," and " most sweet 
harmonious voice." One speaks of " the comeliness and 
beauty which our God hath put upon her," and again 
mentions her as " the fairest among women ;" but that 
applied to an earlier period of life than that at which we 
have arrived ; at this time, personal beauty must have 
yielded to advancing years. 

Wlien she had completed her visits to the Friends in 
prison, she went to Bristol to spend a little time with her 
daugh'er, Isabel Yeamans. Whilst there, George Fox 
arrived, and now I must allow him to narrate in his own 
way the details of the change in her history which ensued. 
In his Journal he says : — 

** I had seen from the Lord, a considerable time before, 
that I should take Margaret Fell to be my wife ; and when 
I first mentioned it to her, she felt the answer [of approval] 
from God thereto. But though the Lord had opened this 
unto me, yet I had not received His command for the 
accomplishing of it then ; wherefore I let the thing rest, 
and went on in the work and service of the Lord as before, 
according as He led me, travelling up and down in this 
nation, and through the nation of Ireland. But now after 
I was come back from Ireland, and was come to Bristol, 
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and found Margaret Fell there, it opened in me from the 
Lord, that it should be now accomplished ; and after we 
Lad discouraed of it together, I told her if she also was 
satisfied wuth the accomplishing of it now, she should first 
send for her children, which she did. And when the rest 
of her daughters were come, I asked both them and her 
sons-in-law, if they had any thing against it, or for it, 
desiring them to speak, and they all severally expressed 
their satisfaction thei-ein. Then I asked Margaret if she 
had fulfilled and performed her husband's will to her 
children: she replied, * The children know that.'" They 
having answen d in the affirmative, and George Fox having 
assured them that he sought no pecuniary advantage by 
tliis union, he adds, " So after I had acquainted the 
children with it, our intention of marriage was laid before 
Friends, both privately and publicly, to the full satisfaction 
of Friends, many of whom gave testimony that it was of 
God. Afterwards, a meeting being appointed on purpose 
for the accomplishing thereof, in the public meeting-house, 
at Broad mead, in Bristol, we took each other in marriage, 
the Lord joining us together. In the sense thereof, living 
and weighty testimonies were borne thereunto by Friends 
in the movings of the heavenly power which united us 
together. Then was a certificate, relating both the proceed- 
ings and the marriage, openly read and signed by the 
relations, and by most of the ancient Friends of that city, 
besides many other Friends from divers parts of the 
nation." 

The certificate is dated 18th 8 mo., 1669.* 

♦ That certificate, or a copy, but apparently in SaraU Fell's 
handwriting, is in possession of M. Thimbcck. It will be found in 
A ppcndix C. Bridget^s name does not appear among the signatures, 
and as George Fox speaks of the rest of M. F.^s daughters having 
com) >o their sister Yeamans, we must infer that she was then 
dead. 
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" After wc were married we staved aboat a week in 
Bristol, and then went into the country together to Old- 
stone, where, taking our leave of each other in the Lord, 
wc parted, Margaret returning homewards to the north, 
and I passing on in the work of the Lord as before/' 

Throaghout George Fox's narrative and other contem- 
porary notices of his and M. F.'s marriage, we hear not a 
word respecting George Fell, her only son. Family letters, 
now for the first time since their early dispersion brought 
together and read consecutively, display some painful 
manifestations of his enraged feelings. It is not probable 
from his subsequent conduct, that he knew anything what- 
ever of the step his mother contemplated. Had he known 
he would doubtless have interposed to his utmost, though 
it is by no means probable that his interference would 
have availed. That he was both mortified and incensed to 
a high degree, is no matter of surprise, when we under- 
stand his character and the surrounding circumstances. 
He was not and never had been a Friend. He was a 
barrister, a magistrate, a man of the world, and occupied 
with worldly pursuits ; kept expensive company, and had 
contracted such expensive habits, that his estate and pro- 
fessional income, whatever this might be, were hard set to 
supply the demands which such society and habits entailed. 
He had married one whose taste for gaiety and fashion 
added their quota to family expenses. 

The revelations which the old Swarthmoor letters have 
brought to light, respecting George Fell's conduct on the 
occasion of his mother's marriage, will be new, I believe, 
to almost every one in this age. We cannot but contem- 
plate with admiration how thoroughly, from first to last, 
all of M. F.'s daughters loved, honoured, and cherished 
George Fox as a true good father. But it could not be 
expected that their brother, without their convictions, 
would view the matter or the man with the same feelings. 
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His mother had an annuity out of the Hawks well estate ; 
doubtless it was a marriage settlement. She also owned 
(as may be inferred from the following letter, and from 
another of an earlier date) one-third of the Marsh Grangft 
estate, the family property of the Askews. She had two 
brothers, and probably John Askew, her father, left his 
estate to be divided between his three children. Judge 
Fell is understood to have purchased Marsh Grange from 
his brothers-in-law after their father's death, but the pur- 
chase must have been only of their two-thirds. By her 
marriage with George Fox she had, according to her late 
husband's will, forfeited her right to Swarthmoor Hall, 
and that portion of the Swarthmoor estate which he left 
to her so long as she remained his widow. Her daughters, 
who were residuary legatees, then became entitled to what 
was thus forfeited; but, according to his Other's will, 
George Fell had no legal claim on it whatever. 

The following letter was written about eight weeks after 
their marriage : — 

George Fox toMarqaret Fox. 

Enfield, 23rd JOth mo. [Dec ] 1669, 

" Dear Heart, — to whom is my love. Thou mayst have 
some trials, but keep in wisdom and in patience. There 
hath been a great noise about thy son, George Fell, as having 
orders to send thee to Westchester and me to Jersey, which 
I have been desirous should get as little as may be out 
amongst Friends, for Truth's sake. I am informed he hath 
been with Kirby, Monk, and such-like persons; and I 
understand his intent is to have Swarthmoor, and that he 
saith thou lost thy right [thereto] by building before being 
married ; [and also that thou] cannot have thy third of 
Marsh Grange and the Mills, they being customary estate ; 
and that it cost him 40Z. to get a warrant to sarie that estate, 
which he might have taken. The agreeme]||'thou made 
with him, he says, signifies nothing, thou being a prisoner. 
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In all these things thou canst perfectly inform thyself, with 
wisdom and patience, making as little noise of it as may be. 
Thoa canst speak to thy brother Richardson about these 
affairs which are below, and reason quietly with him and 
them, for that keeps the authority and peace. As concerning 
the house, keep over it, and give both it and him up only 
to the Lord's ordering, and see if thou canst preserve a 
part to thyself of that interest thou hast already, whereby 
ye may not be as'if banished out of the country by him. 
For if [George] should wholly put thee out of the house it 
might hurt him, even be the destroying of himself. But 
these things I shall leave to the wisdom of God [as mani- 
fested] to thee to do as thou feels. 

^ Now if thou should make another agreement in another 
name, it may beget another trouble worse than the former. 
But of this thou canst inform thyself also, and let all things 
be done in peace and quietness and in the power that binds. 
Do not look at, but keep over all unnaturalness from him, 
if any such thing should appear ; keep in that which was, 
and is, and will be [blessed]. If he hath defameil thee at 
Court, thou should come up some time and clear it, that 
such things may be emptied out of their minds, and thou 
come over all his orders, if he have any orders, but I think 
he hath none. But however it be, keep over them all in the 
power of God that doth bind, for that must work [good j 
through all things. 

^ No word but my love to thee, Susan, Rachel, and the 

little ones, and Leonard and Mary Fell, and [may] all be 

quiet and patient and keep to the testimony. 

" G. F.'' 

The foregoing letter was enclosed in the following : — 
JouN Rous TO Margaret Fox. 

"NBWnrOTOH, 25th lOth mo, [December], 1G69. 
" Dear Mother, — In my last I gave thee an account of 
what had passed between my brother Fell and me, and my 
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father's miud concerning it in his own words a.snear as I 
could remember. By the above letter thou wilt further 
fully understand his mind. He mentioned before, something 
of thy leaving that dark country ; but on c msidering that 
thy holding an interest in the house may be a restraint to 
m}'' brother's being frequented by bad compan}', which 
might work his ruin, he thinks it may be well if with quiet- 
ness thou can preserve the interest thou hast already in the 
house. 

** My brother and sister Fell, with my uncle Richardson , 
dined his!: Third-day at our house, and my brother and sister 
stayed with us all night. I took an opportunity to inform 
my uncle how my brother had expressed himself in relation 
to thy marriage, and that he intended to get an order to 
send my father prisoner to Jersey, and thee to Westchester. 
My uncle seemed much to dislike it, and said it would ba 
very unnatural I also told him how my [paper torn] had 
offered to refer the whole business to him, and hoped that 
he would do what good offices lay in his power between you. 
I do not think my uncle is any way disaffected towards thee 
in thy marrying [paper damaged, rendering next sentence 
unintelligible]. [My uncle] wishes him to be more moder* 
ate, both in words and action. When my uncle was gone, 
my wife nnd I took occasion to si>eak further to my brother. 
His views we found much as I advised thee of, in my last, 
viz., if thou would leave [Lancashire he would] allow thee 
200 pounds a-year ; but at Swarthihoor thou should not sta}'. 
If thou would not yield to tliose terms, then he said he 
would get thee sent to prison, and might [paper injured.] 

4e * * 4e ♦ # 

" We used us many arguments as we could to p)er8uade 
him to * * * * [his duty and right feeling] but could 
not prevail. He hath been for the most part [writing 
obliterated] * * * * out of humor. But my sister 
Fell told me within those few days he hath been more 
lij^htsome and cheerful than he was before. I suppose 
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the cause of his coming into more' moderation is that he 
hath eased his mind of tliat weight and burden which the 
extreme prejudice he was in had brought upon him. 

" We inquired of him whether he had in any way scandal- 
ized 3'ou to t!icm he had been with about the orders, but he 
would not acknowledge anything. He told us that Colonel 
Kirby had sent for him twice about the order for my fother, 
since I had spoken to him/ but he had not gone to Kirby , 
and intended to let it lie till he knew what thou would do ; 
and that if thou did not agree, he would have them up, on 
but writing a letter. He is at present pretty easy to deal 
with, and I hope with gentleness may be brought round to 
much ; but I had hard work before I could bring him to 
anything, and was for a time in doubt whether anything 
could be done with him. But when his temper began to 
fall, he -came down apace, and I believe is not insensible of 
the benefit thereof, being much eased in his mind. For 
a while he reflected on me, and asked why I concerned 
myself more than the rest of his brothers and sisters. I 
told him I had no end in view but to work reconciliation 
among near relatives, and that he might not be led to do 
things that would make everybody cry out against him. 
I said, to pacify him, when he was urging how thou had 
discredited him, that whosoever knew you both, would judge 
that thou had done thy own mind in it, not his, and that it 
would be ridiculous whatever they thought about it, to 
reflect on him. I further told him it was very likely that 
those who would be most forward in helping him to get 
t!ie orders, would onl}' be gratifying themselves in revenge 
on 3'ou both to see you at difference. He said it was likely 
it mi(::ht be so. We had much more discourse to like 
effect, which would be too long to relate. On Fourth-day, 
in the afternoon, we parted very lovingly. At his going 
away he expressed himself with more affection to my wife 
than I have known to have come from him to her these 
many years. He h:ith promised to come and see us again 
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before he goeth out of town, so that we expect him again 
to-morrow, and then we intend to see what further can be 
done ill relation to Swarthmoor, and offer to his considera- 
tion my sisters' concerns in the country. I do think much 
may be done with hiin by degrees, if more be not put on 
him than he can well bear. I know the Lord hath so en- 
dowed thee with wisdom that thou wilt understand how to 
deal with him. 

" We went on Fourth-day evening to my father, at Enfield, 
and stayed with him till yesterday morning; I took down 
tlie foregoing letter from him, which he ordered me to copy 
fair. He will be anxious to hear from thee of how things 
go. We expect him in town this night or to-morrow morning 
but we do not expect he will stay long. We received thy 
letter yesterday, and do bless the Lord, the Author of all 
our mercies, for the continuance of thine, my sisters', and 
our little ones' welfare. My wife and I are both well, and 
remember our dear love to theie, my sisters, and Friends. 

In haste I rest thy dear Son, 

^* John Rous. 

" Since I concluded my letter my brother Fell was with 
us, but we cannot prevail anything with him about Swarth- 
moor/' 

The letter is thus endorsed : — " My honoured Grand- 
fatlier Fox's letter to my honoured Qrandmother, together 
with one from Uncle Rous." — Thus directed : — 

'' To Rachel Fell for M. F. this at 
Swarthmoor. To be left with John 
Higgins, in Lancaster."* 

Although no letter remains to state further respecting 
George Fell's proceedings concerning his mother for the 



* From the originals of the above remarkable letters, which are in 
M. Thinibock^s coUcctioii. 
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next three or four months, it is certain that she an 1 her 
daughters did not yield to his unwarrantable demand that 
they should leave Swarthmoor. Early in 1670 George 
Fox and his wife were, by mutual appointment, to have 
met in Leicestershire; but when he got there he says: — 
^^ Instead of meeting with my wife, I heard that she was 
haled out of her house and carried to Lancaster prison 
again, by an order gotten from the King and Council to 
fetch her back to prison upon the old premunire." Although 
she had been liberated from imprisonment by the King, 
the sentence still hung over her, and Colonel Kirby her 
neighbour, and a most bitter enemy to her and to George 
Fox, and to all Friends, knowing that the meetings were 
still kept up at the Hall, was anxious for any pretext 
whereby he niight see hor laid in prison again. He did all 
in his power to ur<»;e her son forward in his cruel and nn- 
dutiful conduct to his mother. In this he was too succesful, 
as indicated by the following letter: — 

TuoMAs Lower to Margaret Fox. 

^ London, IGth 2nd mo. [April], 1670. 

" Dear Mother, — Thine of the 10th instant I received, 
and had intentions before I received it to have written 
unto thee had nothing obstructed it, but I delayed f^om 
the want of an opportunity to speak with my father touch- 
ing our future settlement, which opportunity we could not 
obtain through the multiplicity of affairs that at this 
juncture he is involved in; and so X forbore writing till I 
had something fulliT to tell. We have since received a 
letter about thy ro-commitment ; when first we received 
the information thereof, I was more grieved for my 
brother's barbarous and unnatural actions towards thee 
than for thy confifiement, for it will tiMid to thy more 
certain preservation, and only hasten his woe and sorrow 
that hath procured it. We were this day with our father, 
and showed the letter to hiui ; he is sorry for my brother 
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Fell's carriage towards thee in this matter. From thence 
we went to Luke's, I, and my wife, and sister Sarah. We 
found not brother at home, hut we spared not to lay before 
his wife the treacherous dealings of her husband in his 
bringing down the order ; and also to manifest to her the 
odiousness of the fact in general view, which would have 
been abominable even amongst heathen. She confidently 
denied that her husband or she knew anything of it, or 
that he had carried it down or was in any way privy to it. 
After much plain dealing with her, wc left it to the just 
judgment of the Lord, who would assuredly recompense 
on the doers of it the like measure in His own due time. 
Thus we parted from her, but she still pleaded not guilty. 
Indeed the action is so bad that all who hear of it are 
ashamed [to think it true]. My brother, the Doctor, will 
scarce believe that brother Fell had any hand in it. But 
it is too apparent that it was of his procuring. 

** I suppose my dear wife has given thee an account of 
the service of John Ranee's (medical) administrations. 
Since we came here my brother ha'h given her such medi- 
cine as he thought most proper; afld, indeed, she is much 
mended in her health and complexion, and I hope she will 
be much bettered by it as to her future welfare. But 
they all judge (John Ranee and others) that travelling 
much will impair her health. My father judges that our 
best way were to return into Cornwall, and build up 
Penane and live there. Therefore I fear if we should 
comedown to Lancasliirc, and then return to Cornwall, it 
may be very prejudicial to my wife's health, and marr 
what all her physic hath mended. To come down into 
Lancaster to abide, my father doth not approve of. Where- 
fore, unless thou judge that I or my wife can be serviceable 
unto thee, or dost see that it will be necessary for us to 
come down to Lancashire, I think we shall return to 
Bristol, and so into Cornwall. Therefore I hope by the 
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next post, after the receipt of this, thou will fully declare 
thy mind touching this matter. 

" My father hath taken a cold, but is still walking 
from meeting to meeting. I have not time to add much 
more, only my father's and mine, and my dear wife's and 
sister Sarah's dear love unto thee and our sisters. We 
are glad to hear of my sister's intention to indict the 
rioters, and make them and my brother know their folly. 
I have no time to add more, and therefore rest, 

"Thy dearly loving Son, 

" Thomas Lower. 

*' The King is out of town, and will not come in for ten 
days. Sister Sarah would know whether she should stay 
to ppeak with him or no. She desires thee to^tell her by 
next post."* 

Sarah doubtless had her mother's reply to remain till 
she could see the King, for she stayed till his return, and 
then the two sisters waited on him at the palace and 
solicited an order for their mother's release, which he 
readily promised. Charles never seemed inclined to refuse 
the Fell ladies any personally solicited favour that was in 
liis ovn power to grant ; but he sometimes promised what 
he did not fulfil, when other influences were brought to 
bear upon him from other directions. However, on this 
occasion he was as good as his word, for after a little delny 
they received the order ; and immediately John and Mar- 
garet Rous, with Sarah, hastened to Lancaster to see its 
requisitions carried out. The sheriff, when applied to, in 
conjunction with Kirby (and other magistrates), raised 
difficulties on the ground of the Conventicle Act, which 
the intolerant party of the Episcopal Church had recently 
succeeded in getting renewed. What pretext they could 
draw from that renewal for evading the royal order then 



♦ From the or'g!nal "n the Devonshire IIouBe Collection. 
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and found Margaret Fell there, it opened in me from the 
Lord, that it should be now accomplished ; and after we 
had (liscouraed of it together, I told her if she also was 
satisfied WMth the accomplishing of it now, she should first 
send for her children, which she did. And when the rest 
of her daughters were come, I asked both them and her 
sons-in-law, if they had any thing against it, or for it, 
desiring them to speak, and they all severally expressed 
their satisfaction therein. Then I asked Margaret if she 
had fulfilled and performed her husband^s will to her 
children: she replied, * The children know that.'" They 
having answered in the aflirmative, and George Fox having 
assured them that he sought no pecuniar}' advantage by 
this union, he adds, '^ So after I bad acquainted the 
children with it, our intention of marriage was laid before 
Fiieuds, both privately and publicl}', to the full satisfaction 
of Friends, many of whom gave testimony that it was of 
God. Afterwards, a meeting being appointed on purpose 
for the accomplishing thereof, in the public meeting-house, 
at Broad mead, in Bristol, we took each other in marriage, 
the Lord joining us together. In the sense thereof, living 
and weighty testimonies were borne thereunto by Friends 
in the movings of the heavenly power which united us 
together. Then was a certificate, relating both the proceed- 
ings and the marriage, openly read and signed by the 
relations, and by most of the ancient Friends of that city, 
besides many other Friends from divers parts of the 
nation." 

The certificate is dated 18th 8 mo., 1669.* 

♦ That certificate, or a copy, but apparently in Sarah Fell's 
handwriting, is in possession of M. Thimbcck. It will be found in 
A ppcndix 0. Bridget's name does not appear among the signatures, 
and as George Fox speaks of the rest of M. F.'s daughters having 
com ; to their sister Yeamans, we must infer that she was then 
dead. 
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"After we were married we stayed about a week in 
Bristol, and then went into the country together to Old- 
stone, where, taking our leave of each other in the Lord, 
we parted, Margaret returning homewards to the north, 
and I passing on in the work of the Lord as before.^' 

Throughout George Fox's narrative and other contem- 
porary notices of his and M. F/s marriage, we hear not a 
word respecting George Fell, her only son. Family letters, 
now for the first time since their early dispersion brought 
together and read consecutively, display some painful 
manifestations of his enraged feelings. It is not probable 
from his subsequent conduct, that he knew anything what- 
ever of the step his mother contemplated. Had he known 
he would doubtless have interposed to his utmost, though 
it is by no means probable that his interference would 
have availed. That he was both mortified and incensed to 
a high degree, is no matter of surprise, when wo under- 
stand his character and the surrounding circumstances. 
He was not and never had been a Friend. He was a 
barrister, a magistrate, a man of the world, and occupied 
with worldly pursuits ; kept expensive company, and had 
contracted such expensive habits, that his estate and pro- 
fessional income, whatever this might be, were hard set to 
supply the demands which such society and habits entailed. 
He had married one whose taste for gaiety and fashion 
added their quota to family expenses. 

The revelations which the old Swarthmoor letters have 
brought to light, respecting George Fell's conduct on the 
occasion of his mother's marriage, will be new, I believe, 
to almost every one in this age. We cannot but contem- 
plate with admiration how thoroughly-, from first to last, 
all of M. F.'s daughters loved, honoured, and cherished 
George Fox as a true good father. But it could not be 
expected that their brother, without their convictions, 
would view the matter or the man with the same feelings. 
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mcetiDgs had been at the House since the Act came Into 
force ;* and that for the present he can no wa3's serve thee, 
lie wished with all his heart he could. I perceive Colonel 
Kiiby is the informer, and that he still appears on all 
occasions very much opposed. But Sir Francis saith, if it 
lie iu his power hereafter to do anything, he shall be very 
willing. He was very fair and civil towards us. 

'' Yesterday, by John Scott, the Preston carrier, I sent a 
small box of sugar for present use, directed for Thos. Green. 
The hasp was sealed as this letter is, and in it was a white 
mantle and a white sarsnet hood for thv e, and some play- 
things for the children. I intend to send the jack ray sister 
Sarah writ for, and some more sugar, when I can get car- 
riage cheaper than b}' the carrier. 

'' The Friends that were prisoners are released till next 
sessions. I hear they intended to indict them for a riot, 
but could not frame an indictment according to law. Several 
Friends in the country have been great sufferers for fines 
leviod on them. From Thomas Bishop, at Walton-upon- 
Thames, they have taken away almost all that he had, not 
leaving him, his wife and the children, so much as a bed to 
lie on, or anything to eat, as I hear. 

*• I do something wonder that thou received only my wife's 
letter, I having writ twice every week since ; she was well 
this morning, and our dear love is to thee and our sisters. 

" Thou may let James or Leonard Fell know that James 

his horse is still lame at Coventry and cannot be sold, that 

if care be not taken his charge in a little time will be more 

than his worth. 

" I rest, thy dearly loving Son, 

'' John Rous."f 



* The At against Conventicles, which came into operation in 
1664, only lasted for three years, which term had expired in 1667. 
In 1670 it was revived, and again cams into operat.on in April of 
that year. 

f From the original iu the Devonshire Ilouse Collection. 
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John Rous to Sarah Fell. 

•* London, 8th of 9th mo, [November], 1670. 

" Dear Sister, — Thine, by Sixth-day's post, I received 
yesterday, and am something surprised with the account 
thou gives me of m}' mother's and your affairs. In regard 
to my sister Fell's wilfulness and foolishness, I always 
feared she would do as bad if not much worse than her hus- 
band, and she hath a crooked generation to be her advisers 
if she take counsel of her kindred, who no doubt will do the 
worst thev can. 

" I shall be very careful about my mother's busines<«, and 
do what I can in it. 

" My father continues weak and hath had two shaking fits 
of ague. The meetings were indifferently quiet last First- 
day except at the Peel ; the soldiers beat several and hurt 
one very sorel}'. 

" My dear love is remembered to you all. In haste I 

rest, 

" Thy dearly loving Brother, 

" John Rous."* 

Thus directed :— " For Sarah Fell. This to be 

left with Thomas Green, 
Grocer, in Lancaster." 

A few weeks prior to the reopmmitment of Margaret 
Fox, she had a letter from Ellis Hooks, describing an 
interview that a sailor Friend, named Richard Carver, had 
with the King. This honest seaman had aided the escape 
of Charles from England at a time when a large reward, 
offered by Parliament for his discover}-, was advertised 
throughout the nation. But unlike the numerous appli- 
cants who, grounding claims on such aid, pleaded after 
the restoration for place or pension. Carver put in no 



* The orginal of the above is in James Dlx's Collection of 
8warthmoor Letters. 
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personal claim. He asked no favour of the King wbom 
he had served in his hour of peril for full nine ^'^ears after 
the ro^'ul fugitive had taken his seat on the English throne. 
Then at length lie came forward, not on his own behalf, 
but to beg of the monarch a release from prison of his 
persecuted brethren. 

The original of the letter in question, which is as 
follows, is in the Swarthmoor MSS. at Devonshire House, 
London : — 

Ellis Hooks to Margaret Fox. 

" London, iCth of Jith mo., IGOi). [ OUl styU, ] 

"Dear M. F., — I received thy letter from Bristol, and 

shall be as ready to answer thy desire to write to thee 

sometimes as ever ; for I honour thee — very dear thou art 

unto me in the precious truth. I had parted with G. F., 

but have been [again] with him all this day : he is very 

well. 

" Yesterday there was a Friend with the King, one that 

is John Groves' mate. He was the man that was mate to 

the master of the fishor-boat that carried the King away 

after he went from Worcester fight, and only this man and 

the master knew of it in the ship. This Friend carried 

him [the King] ashore on his shoulders. The King knew 

him again, and was very friendly to him, and told him he 

remembered him, and [spake] of several things that were 

done in the ship at the time. The Friend told him the 

reason why he did not come all this while was that he was 

satisfied in that he had peace in himself; that he did what 

he did to relieve a man in distress ; and now he desired 

nothing of the Kins: but that he would set Friends at 

liberty who were great sufferers — or to that purpose. He 

told the King he had a paper of 110 that were premunired, 

and had lain in prison about six years. So the King took 

the paper, and said there were many of them, and that 

they would be in again in a month's time — th..t the coun- 
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try gentlemen complained to him that they were so 

troubled with the Quakers : he SRid he would release him 

six. But the Friend thinks to go to him again, for he had 

not fully relieved himself. 

" I am in haste, and cannot write so largely as I may 

when I have more time ; it being late ; but rest thy loving 

friend, 

" E. H.' 

The letter has the post-mark outside, and is thus ad- 
dressed : — 

" For Thomas Green, shop- 
keeper in Lancaster ; — 
For M. ¥:' 

When laying it aside for perservation it has been, liko 
so many other Swarthmoor letters, endorsed by George 
Fox. The endorsement is as follows in G. F.'s ban '- 
writing: — " E. Hooks to M. F. of paseges consarnin^ 
Richard Carver that carred the King on his backe, 1669." 

In a letter written by Ellis Hooks to George Fox a few 
weeks after the foregoing, the following- passage occurs : 
" As to the Friend that was with the King, his love is to 
thee. He has been with the King lately, and Thomas 
Moore was with him, and the Kin^ was very loving to 
them. He had a fair and free opi)ortunity to open his 
mind to the King, and the King has promised to do for 
him [what he could] but willed him to wait a month or two 
longer." 

I cannot find any record or letter which tells further 
as to how much or how little the King did for Richard 
Carver's sake towards the enlargement of those for whom 
he interceded. It is certain that just about that time there 
existed in other quarters a determination, if possible, to 
revive the cruel Conventicle Act. In the face of this deter- 
mination, we may well doubt the probability of Charles 
being then able to do ail he might wish, when asked by one 
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to w!io vn he was under much oblioration. However, after 
the lapse of another year or two's fierce but unavailing 
l.ersceution through the o|Xi ration of the Act in question, 
a release did at last come, earl}' in 1672, to all the 
premunired Quaker prisoners throughout the nation, and 
this from the King's direct order. Whether the remem- 
^brante of Carver's intercession had anj'^thing to do in secur- 
ing or prompting this release is uncertain, as no allusion 
is made to him in connection with it. 

The event with which this Quaker seaman was associated 
— the escape to France of Charles 11. after the battle of 
Worcester in 1C51 — was preceded by adventures of thrill- 
ing interest. He found refuge for a time in Boscobel 
House, hence the sketches, some by himself, which tell of 
his adventurous wandering at that time, are published in a 
volume called the " Boscobel Tracts." For forty days, 
under various disguises, he moved from place to place ; 
and event uall}', having arrived at Brighton, then an incon- 
siderable place — a mere fishing station — his friends engaged 
the captain of a fishing sm-^.ck to land him and Lord 
Wilmot in France. The account which Charles himself 
gave of their crossing the English Channel is printed in 
the Boscobel tracts as follows : — 

" About four in the morning myself and our company 
before named went towards Shoreham, taking the ma tcr 
of the ship with us on horseback behind one of our com- 
pany, and caine to the vessel's side, which was not above 
sixty tons. But it being low water and the vessel lying 
dr\', I and Lord Wilmot got up with a ladder into her, and 
wt'Ut and lay down in the little cabin till the tide came to 
fetch us off. We stood over to the coast of France, the 
wind being then full north ; and the next morning, a little 
before day, we saw the coast. But the tide failing us, and 
the wind coming about to the sou'h-west, we wore forced 
to come to nn anchor within two miles of the sho-e till 
flood tide. We found ourselves just before a harbour iu 



AND THEIB FRIENDS. 289 

France, called Fesclianjp. Just as the tide of ebb wasf made 
we espied a vessel to leeward of us, which, by her nimble 
working, I suspected to be an Ostend privateer. Upon 
which 1 went to ni}' Lord Wilmot, tiling him my opinion 
of that ship, and pro))osing to him our going ashore in the 
cock boat, for fear it should prove so: — we accordingly 
both went ashore in the coi^k boat, and the next day got 
to Rouen." 

King Charles does not tell in the above that ultimately 
forsaking tlie cock boat, he and Lord Wilmot were carried 
through the shallow water on men's backs. Nevertheless 
it is very certain that this exiled King of England reached 
the land of France on the shoulders of a Quaker; and he 
acknowledged this fact very fully, when speaking to the 
parties acquainted with the transaction. 



CHAPTER XXL 

1670-1G72. 

Revival of the Conventiclk Act — Letter from J. Rous TO 
Sarah Fell, telling of Wm. Penn's and Wm. Meade'8 

IMPRISONMENT — JoiIN StUBBS TO MaROARLT Fox— MaROARBT 

Rous TO HER Mother — .Tohn Rous to Makgaret Fox — M. F.'s 
Release from Prison— George Fox and others go to thb 
"West Indies — J. Rous to M. Fox, from Babbadoes — from 
Kingston. 

The spirit of persecution was now ram])ant. The Con- 
venticle Act, which did not suirer more than five persons 
to meet together for religious purposes, otherwise than 
according to the established forms, without being liable to 
its severe penalties, again became a dreadful instrument in 
the hands of the dominant clergy. Clauses had been added 
on its renewal which rendered it even more stringent than 
before. One of these set forth, that its provisions were to 
be construed " most largely and beneficially for the sup- 
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pressing of conventicles, nnd for ttie jusiification and 
encouragement of all persons to be employed in the execu- 
tion thereof.'* This, taken in connexion with the fact 
that one-third of the heavy fines imposed "went to the 
informer in case of conviction, may give some idea of the 
temptations it held out to those who were easily corrupteel, 
to aid the prosecutors in their cruel work by any means 
they could contrive. 

Neal, in his " History of the Puritans," says " the Act 
was exoeuted with such severity, that many industrious 
families were reduced to poverty, and many of the London 
trading men were removing with their effects to Holland 
till tlie King put a stop to it." After alluding to the 
various contrivances of the Nonconformist ministers to 
evade the Act, he thus describes the conduct of the Friends 
under it : — 

" The behaviour of the Quakers was very extraordinary, 
and had something in it that looked like the spirit of 
mart^^rdom. They met nt the same place and hour as in 
times of libert}', and when the olficcrs came to seize them 
none of them would stir ; tliey went all together to prison ; 
they stayed there till they were dismissed, for they would 
not petition to be set at libert}', nor pay the fines set upon 
them, nor so much as the prison fees. When they were dis- 
charged they went to tlieir meeting-house again as before ; 
and when the doors were shut by order, they assembled in 
great numbers in the street before the doors, saying they 
were not ashamed, nor afraid to own meeting together in a 
peaceable manner to worship God, but in imitation of the 
prophet Daniel, they would do it the more publicly because 
they were forbid. Some callei this obstinacy, others firm- 
ness; but by it they carried their point, the Government 
getting weary of contending against so much resolution." 

Neal's description is not quite correct when he says 
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" they weat altogether to prison," and that they would not 
petition to be released. None went except those upon whom 
the officers laid violent hands, and whenever they thought 
a truthful representation or personal appeal would be of 
use, they were not slow to petition. It was whilst these 
persecuting scenes were at their height, that John Rous 
wrote to his sister in-law the following letter : — 

John Rous to Sarah Fell. 
"Wandsworth, ISthofGthmo, [August], 1670, 

" Dear Sister, — I received thine of the 11th instant, and do 
bless the Lord for all 3'our welfare. The enclosed for sister 
Lower I shall get sent by the next post, and that to my 
father as soon as I have an opportunity. I have not heard 
from him since I left him, which was the reason I did not 
write by last Third-day's post, having come from him 
but that morning. 

" Meetings (generally) yesterday- were pretty quiet to 
what they have been sometimes. I was at CI racious-street 
meeting which was in the street, and, as near as I could 
judge, several thousands at it. But by reason of the multi- 
tude of rude people who come mostly to gaze, it was more 
like a tumult than a solid assembly, which was no small 
grief to me to see. William Penn was there, and spoke 
most that was spoken ; there were some watchmen with 
lialbcrts and musketeers who came to take him down while 
he was speaking ; but the multitude crowded so close that 
they could not get to him. To prevent further disturbance, 
he promised wlien the meeting was over to go to them ; and 
so he and one William Meade, who is lately convinced, 
went to them. They carried them Iwfore the Mayor, who 
committed them for a riot, I hear the Mavor was very 
rough with William Penn. Thomas Beedle was committed 
from Horsleydown meeting for speaking there. Many of 
the Professors' meetings were also broken up, and some 
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committed ; but they Bkulk very much into holes and 
corners, and when discovered there, fly away. 

" I have not much further to add, but that we are all 
well, and remember our dear love to my mother, thyself, 
our sister, U. Hall, and our little one. 

" Thy dearly loving Brother, 

" J. R."* 

The expression ** one William Meade" indicates that he 
who afterwards became Sarah's husband was at that time 
a stranger to the writer, and probably to her also. 

The famous trial of William Penn and William Meade 
which followed, commenced at the Old Bailey just two 
weeks after the date of the foregoing letter. Hepworth 
Dixon, in his Life of William Penn, describes this memor- 
able trial; he says: — " Everything considered — the char- 
acter of the men, the Interests at issue, the cause of the 
proceedings, and the final results, this is perhaps the most 
important trial that ever took place in England.. Penn 
stood before his Judges in this celebrated scene, not so 
much as a Quaker pleading for the rights of conscience, as 
an Englishman contending for the ancient and impre- 
scriptible liberties of his race. The special law on which 
he was arraigned, he knew very well that he had violated, 
and intended again and again to violate. His religious 
friends took the same view of the case ; they acknowledged 
the Conventicle Act to be in force according to the mere 
forms of jurisprudence, but they contended that it was in 
direct contradiction to the Divine laws, and Ihrrefore not 
binding. Belter versed in his country's Iiistory, Penn 
disputed its legality. He held it to be in equal hostility 
to the Bible and to the Great Charter. "| 

Whilst under the Conventicle Act the Friends were 

* From the Benson Collect'on. 

t Life of Wm. Peun, by W. H. Dixon, page 86. 
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taken np and sent to prison in great numbers i:i the vain 
atteui[>t to extinguish Quakerism, George Fox wassutfering 
from a very severe and protracted ilhiess, from which most 
who saw him thought he would never recover. His strength 
Feenied gone, so also his sight and hearing, but his ever 
active viiiforous mind was still at work. Thus he states- 
— " I went to the widow Drie's, at Enfiehl, and there I 
lay all that winter, warring in spirit wiih the evil spirits 
of the world Ihat warred asrainst Truth and Friends. Fur 
there were great persecutions at this time ; some meeting- 
houses were plucked down, and many were broken up by 
soldiers. Sometimes a troop of horse or a company of 
foot would eonie and break their swords, carbines, muskets, 
and pikes, with beating Friends, many of whom they so 
wounded, that their blood lay in the streets. Amongst 
others that were active in this cruel persecution at London, 
W.1S my old adversary, Colonel Kirby, who would often 
in(]uire for me at the meetings he broke up." 

The following letter shows how low he was after his 
removal to Enfield : — 

John Stubbs to Margaret Fox. 

"ExFiELD, at Widow Drie's house, 25ihqf8thmo, [October], 1670, 
*' Dearly beloved and honoured in the Truth, — I am with 
thy dear husband, who is recovering, I hope. Yesterday 
in the afternoon I had a fine opportunity to speak my mind 
to him, being alone with him in his chamber. I told him 
I expected to have a few lines from thee that night, but it 
proved otherwise. He bid me write to thee, and his words 
were these : — * Tell her I have been so ill that I could not 
write, but now I am better, — blessed be the Lord, — praises 
be to the Lord ! — mind my love to them all.' He had 
better rest last night than formerly'. I continue here near 
him for I see it is my i)lace and I have peace in it. He 
enquires every i>ost for letters, but in few words. If thou 
please in writing to him thou mayst direct them to me in 
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cover to Henry Salter, at the Black Lion Inn, Bishop's Gate, 
or to Edward Mons. I have not much to add at present, 
but that meetings were pretty- peaceable in London the last 
First^lay, and also at Horslej'down. 

•" Thy servant in the Truth, 

*'JoHN Stubbs. 

" p. S. — He bid me also to tell thee that great has been 
the tenderness and the care of Friends to him, and nothing 
wanting. Two or three women sit up every night, and I 
sometimes. Men Friends formerly sat up, but now two 
good women Friends constautl}*. I would be glad to write 
every week if thou would order me so to do."* 

Our next letter is from 

Marqaiiet Rous to her Mother, Margaret Fox. 

"Enfield, l^thOthmo, [November], 1670, 

*' Dear Mother, — I am now at Elizabeth Drie's with my 
fatlier, who, blessed be the Lord, is pretty finel}', though 
weakly still, but much more at ease than some time ago. 
According to outward appearance, his distemper hath been 
fever and ague, which have now nearly disappeared, only 
a little chilliness once in twenty-four hours, and it is 
quickly over. However, he doth not himself look upon it 
to be any of these things. His body hath been under great 
sutfering, but, blessed be the name of the Most High, there 
is no likehood but that in a little time he may recover his 
strength again ; which thou wilt have notice of. So I hope 
thou wilt not trouble thyself with an}'' fear about his well- 
doing, for there is no doubt but in the Lord's time he will 
be as well as ever he hath been. All along he hath made 
much inquiry after thee, and always on the post-da}' before 
letters came. I told him I was about writing to thee, and 
he bid nie remeiu'jer his dear love, aud that he desired the 

* From the cr g nal in the Shackleton Collection. 
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Lord God Almighty would strengthen thee, — ^that thou 
should be comfortable, and cheerful in the life of Truth 
which is over all else. 

" So with dear and tender love to thee, desiring greatly 
to hear of thy being eased of thy burden, and with my 
dtar love to my owu little ones and to sister, I rest, 

" Thy truly loving Daughter, 

" M. Rous."* 

As the winter passed over, the invalid . gradually im- 
proved — the return of spring brought with it the return of 
healtli. Seeing then that the spirit of persecution had 
somewhat abateil, George Fox resolved to have another 
appeal made to the King respecting his wife's release from 
prison. He sa^'s : — ** I was moved to speak to Martha 
Fisher and another women Friend to go to the King about 
her liberty. They went in faith in the Lord's power, and 
the Lord gave them favour with the King, so that he 
granted a discharge under the broad-seal to clear both her 
and her estate, after having been seven years a premunired 
prisoner, the like [of such discharge J was then scarcely to 
be heard in England." 

Thus was her release announced to the prisoner herself: — 

JouN Rous TO Ma&gabet Fox. 

"London, 4th 2nd mo. [April], 1671, 

" Dear Mother, — According to ra}- intention [mentioned] 
in my last to sister Sarah, something presenting worth 
advising I take the opportunity of informing thee by this 
post. Last Sixth-day the two women Friends took the 
grant out of the Attorney-Generars oflice, and lie gave 
them his fee, which siioiild have been five pounds, and his 
clerk took but twenty shillings, whereas his fee was forty. 



* Fddi the orii^lnal in the Devonshire Uoaiio Collection. 
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Yesterday they went with it to the King, who signed it in 
the Council ; and Arlington also signed it, but would take 
no fees — whereas his fees would have been 12 or 20 pounds. 
Neither would Williamson's man take anything, Baying 
that if any religion be true it is ours. To-morrow it is to 
pass the signet, and on Sixth-day, the privy seal, and after- 
wards the broad seal, which ma}' be done on any day. The 
l)ower of tlie Lord hath bowed their hearts wonderfully. 
Blesso<l be His name for ever I 

" My father is now at London, and pretty well ; his dear 
love is to thee and the children. I think he may come 
down to our house in a little time. My wife is well and 
now at London, and our little boy was well [when I saw 
him] yesterda}'. 

" I believe when the business is effected that my father 
will send me down on purpose with it. John Salthouse is 
come up to London to seek employment, his trade being 
decayed in the country ; I desire if thou knows anything of 
him that thou would inform me, for I would willingly do 
him all the kindness I can for his brother^s sake. 

*' Mine and my wife's dear love is remembered to thee, 
our sisters, and little ones. 

" I rest thy dear Son, 

"John Rous."* 

The patent of release was soon perfected, and all duly 
sent down. The sheriff of Lancaster and local magistrates 
having then no excuse for delay, the prisoner was forthwith 
liberated. We may imagine but cannot fully describe the 
joy and heartfelt thankfulness to the Lord with which the 
removal of that heavy sentence was hailed by this emanci- 
pated Christian, as once more she emerged from her gloomy 
castle prison to cross over the sands of the Bay to her own 
dear home. 

* From tho ori<;inal in the Devonshire House Collection. 
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** For at that hour the very earth seemed chan;ed beneath her eye, 
A holy beauty rising up, to the blue vault of the sky; 
A lovely light on rock and hill, and stream and woodland lay, 
As softly swept o'er suimy sands, the waters of the Bay, 
* Thanksgiving to the Lord of Life ! to Ilim all praises be 
Who from the hands of evil men hath set his handmaid free I 
Let all dear hearts with me rejoice, as did the sa'nts of old 
When of the Lord's good angel the rescued Peter told : 
For He who cooled the furnace, and smoothed the stormy wave, 
And tamed the Chaldean lions, is mighty still to save.' " 

Children, grand-children, and friends rejoicing with her 
in the fulness of their hearts, were at Swarthmoor to meet 
her. However, her stay at home was brief; for the yearly 
meeting of Friends in London being near, her husband 
wrote asking her to join him there, and informing her also 
of a prospect he iiad before him of Qospel labor in the 
West Indies. She came up at once, accompanying John 
Rous on his return, and remaining at his house at Kingston- 
on-Thames with her husband, while preparations were 
making for this voyage. About four months elapsed from 
the time of his wife's liberation until George Fox's depar- 
ture. The party consisted of twelve persons beside him- 
self; three of whom were John Rous, John Stubbs, and 
William Edmundson from Ireland. They sailed first for 
Barbadoes, the early home of John Rous, as before stated, 
and in which island he seems to have had property, 
and where his father still resided. He had, therefore, social 
as well as religious attractions. The following letter refers 
to some circumstances he met with on and after his 
arrival : — 

John Rous to Margaret Fox. 

"Barbadoes, 7th of 10th mo, [December], 1671, 

" Dear Mother, — My dear love salutes thee and ray sister. 
You are often in my remembrance, though the seas are 
wide which separate us. 
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*' The love of the Lord hath been great to us since we 
came hitlier, for Truth gets dominion, and is of good 
authority in tliis island. Many considerable persons from 
all parts come to our meetings and are well affected, which 
makes the devil rage and fly to his old refuge of lies — 
floods of which through his servants he hath cast forth 
against the Truth and the servants of Truth ; but they do 
not prevail. There hath been several of John Penniman's 
papers spread abroad, and a great promoter of them is an 
old apostate, one Ben Pearser, a flax-woman's son, in Wood- 
street, who hath been among the Ranters, and is an 
instrument fit for all manner of wickedness, having run 
away from his wife, whom he took among Friends. This 
beast of a man is much applauded by [some of] the priests 
and their followers, but loathed and abhorred by all sober 
people. They have called an assembly since we came 
[intending to pass] some laws against Friends, but hitherto 
have been prevented. They say they are about to make an 
act like that in England, that no more than five persons 
shall meet together; but the same God that hath given 
dominion there, I doubt not will give dominion* here also. 

** My father [G. F.] after his arrival here, suffered from 
much weakness for about five or six weeks, but now, blessed 
be the Lord, he is very well and goeth abroad to meetings ; 
and Friends are much refreshed with him. That day 
week, after we came to the island, there was a great hur- 
ricane, which cast ashore several vessels and sloops. Tlie 
* James Gilbert,' and two others were lost, — much damage 
was done throughout the island — it is thought to the value 
of one hundred thousand pounds sterling. 

" When I came hither, contrary to my expectation, I 
found my father [Thomas Rous] married : I believe there 



fe, 



♦ The word dominion as used above, must mean enduring all the 
punishments inflicted, without shrnkin^, till their enemies found 
persecution could not put them down. 
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were several Friends more forward in it than they should 
have been, and among them Lewes Morris not the least 
concerned. Mv father ha h secured a maintenance to her 
in case of his death occurring before hers. He hath 
acknowledged a judgment to Lewes Morris and two more 
in trust, to pay her a thousand pounds immediately after 
his death ; but I do not see how that judgment can in any 
way diminish my rig-its. I am promised a copy of the 
judgment and other records relating to it, and I am told 
tliat the clerk of the Court, who is an understanding man, 
saith it will take no place of mine. I have sent to Thomas 
Yoakiey a copy of the first settlement upon our marriage, 
and several queries, to take counsel's opinion on, in reference 
to tlie judgment; but I am very silent about it here — not 
discovering my thoughts, h-st I should put her tip to new 
devices. She is a notable cunning woman, and hath great 
power over my father ; and is of a fair carriage among 
Friends, so that she is esteemed by them beyond her worth. 
A few lines from thee to my father might be serviceable, 
to advise him to deal fairly and equally by me, for though 
my mother be dead and he hath married another, that should 
in no way draw him to diminish that which he hatli already 
Fettled on me. But I desire what thou writes may be gently, 
for if he be any way raised in his spirit, he will do the worse 
for it. 

** Thomas Briggs and William Edmandson are gone down 
to the Leeward Islands, and Lewes Morris is gone with 
them. I am not yet certain what time in the spring to 
return. But I think it necessary now I am here to take 
back with me as much sugar as I can get. 

** I have not much further to add, but the remembrance 
of my dear love to you all, and to Friends. 

" I rest thy dear Son, 

" John Rous.* 

♦ From the original, in possession of Wm. Miller, of Edinburgh. 
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When spring came round, Margaret Rous was anxiously 
looking out for news of her husband's return. Letters from 
over sea could not at that time be calculated on as now ; 
but to add to their uncertainty just then, war was raging, 
and privateers infested the seas. Margaret had hoped to 
have h'ld her sister Yeamans with her during a time of 
trial that was approaching ; but William Yeamans was an 
anxious delicate man, who did not like his wife on any 
occasion to be away from him, therefore she could not bring 
herself to nsk him ; so poor Margaret was left lonely enough. 
But He who had been her support and refuge heretofore, 
proved a present help in that needful time. Thus she wrote 
to her mother : — 



Margaret Rous to Margaret Pox. 

"Kingston, the S8th of tlu 2nd mo, [April], 167S. 

*'Dcar Mother, — Yesterday I received thine of the 18th 
instant, and am very glad to hear of thy wellbeing. I am 
still afoot, and am pretty well, through the goodness and 
mercy of my Heavenly- Father, whose infinite and everlasting 
[power] hath been my support, in whom my confidence 
abides, and as I am found in that, let me be near unto all 
that know the Lord, and His blessed truth, even as I am 
found in thit which reconciles unto God, and keeps un- 
spotted by the world. I have had two letters from my dear 
father from Jamaica, in them both he bids remember his 
dear love to you and to all our relations. I have not heard 
fiom Barbadoes this great while, and doth not know when 
to have any expectation of my husband^s coming. Tlie 
children are all pretty well, blessed be the Lord. Ann Pitt 
is with me, and hath been this week. My sister Yeamans 
had notice time enough by Francis Rod, but she wrote me 
word that there was no likelihood of prevailing, and so she 
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did not ask ; however my hope is in Him that hath never 
failed me, nor I trust will not at this time. 

" My dear love is to th^'self and sisters, in which I remain 

" Thy truly loving Daugliter, 

M. Rous."* 

By the following letter, written nearly two mouths after 
the foregoing, we learn the time and circumstance of John 
Rouses return : — 



John Rous to Margaret Fox. 

" Kingston, the 22nd of 4ih mo, [June], 1672. 

" Dear Mother, — This is to advise thee that Thomas 
Briggs and I have safely arrived in England. Some hours 
before we expected to see land, we fell iuto the hands of a 
Dutch privateer, that took us prisoners, and carried us into 
Spain, where we continued about seventeen days. At last 
we came away in a vessel I bought for our transportation. 
We were pretty civilly used [by the Spaniards], as much 
so as could be expected from such people. We were very 
kindly entertained at the English consul's house whilst we 
stayed there. 

" My wife with our little ones are all very well, — blessed 
be the Lord I The children are grown finely since I k*ft 
them. 

^^ Here is news that the French have gained a great part 
of Holland and are going on very vigorously ; and the 
Dutch have called home their fleet. The English fleet I 
hear is either out, or nearly ready to go out again ; and 
that the Duke of Buckingham and the Lord Arlington are 
gone towards Holland, but on what account I know not. 

" We had not heard from my father for some time before 
I left Barbadoes. John Stubbs intended for New England 
in a little time after our departure. John Hull and Eliza- 



* From the original, in John Abraham's Collection. 
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beth Mires do not come home till the next fleet. Friends 
were very well in Barbadoes when we came from thence, 
and Truth in a flourishing state. 

" My dear love with my wife's is remembered to thyself, 
and our sisters, and Friends. 

" I rest th}-^ dear son in the Truth, 

" J. R."* 



CHAPTER XXII. 

16:2—1673. 

GfionaE Fox and his Friends in Barbadoes — Address to the 
GovKRNo:; — Henry Fe..l to Margaret Fox — Elizabeth 
Stubbs to Margaret Fox. 

The visit of the missionary band to the West Indies was 
productive of much religious refreshment to themselves, 
and comfort and strength to their brethren, especially in 
Barbadoc:* ; notwithstanding the efforts made by a few 
there, to spread false reports and awaken opposition. 
Thomas Rous and some other Friends who occupied 
important positions in that island, opened the way for them 
among the higher ranks of society. To the humbler 
classes, and to the poor slaves among whom they believed 
themselves equally called freely to spread the knowledge 
of the trutlis of the Gospel, they required no other intro- 
duction than that sympathy towards them which flowed 
from abounding Christian love. But the false reports that 
were industriously disseminated by opposers, induced the 
Friends to originate a cle:.r declaration of their principles, 
which was presented by George Fox and the others, in the 
form of an address to the Governor of Barbadoes, and 
which has often been quoted from that day to this, as a 
true and explicit synopsis of the Christian principles of 
Friends. Thus it commences : — 



♦ From the original in the Miller Collection of Swarthmoor letters. 
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'• For the Governor of Barbadoea and his Council^ and 
all oUters in power in this island^ from the people called 
Quakers. 

" Whereas, many slanders have been east upon us, as 
that we do deny God and Christ Jesus, and the Scriptures 
of Truth, &c., this is to inform you, that all our books and 
our declarations that have been published these many 
years past, do clearly testify the contrary. Yet now, for 
your satisfaction, we do plainly and sincerely declare our 
beliif. 

** We believe in God, the only wise, omnipotent, and 
everlasting God, who is creator of all things in heaven and 
in earth, and the preserver of all that lie hath made. And 
we believe in Jesus Christ, His beloved and only-begotten 
Son, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, and born of 
the Virgin Mary, in whom we have redemption through 
His blood, even the forgiveness of sins, who is the express 
image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature, 
by whom all things were created. And we do own, and 
believe, He was made a sacrifice who knew no sin, neitlier 
was guile found in His mouth. And that He was crucified 
for us in the flesh without the gates of Jerusalem ; ?nd that 
He was buried and rose again the third day, by the power of 
His Father, for our justification. And we do believe that 
He ascended up into heaven, and now sitteth at the right 
hand of God. We do believe there is no other foundation 
to be laid but that which is laid, even Christ Jesus, who 
tasted death for every man, and is the propitiation for our 
sins, and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world ; as John the Baptist testified when he said, 
* Behold the Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the 
world.' We believe that He alone is our Redeemer and 
Saviour, even the Captain of our Salvation, who saves us 
from sin as well as from hell and the wrath to come, 
destroying the devil and his works, who is the seed of the 
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woman that bruises the Serpent ^s head. And that there is 
no other name under heaven given among men whereby we 
may be saved. It is He alone who is the Shepherd and 
Lishop of our souls. lie rules in our hearts by Ilis law of 
love, and makes us free from the law of sin and death ; Uj 
is the quickening Spirit, the second Adam, tlie Lord from 
heaven, by wliose blood we are cleansed, and our con- 
SL-iences sprinkled from dead works to serve the living 
God. lie is our Mediator that makes peace and recon- 
ciliation between God offended and us offending, the author 
aud finisher of our faith.'' 

" And concerning the Holy Scriptures, we do believe 
they were given forth by the Holy Spirit of God, through 
Holy men of God, who spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost. We believe they are to be read, believed, 
and fulfilled, and they are profitable f«»r doctrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, and for instruction in righteousness, 
that the man oi'God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
unto all good works ; and that they are able to make us 
wise unto salvation, through faith in Christ Jesus. And 
we do believe that in the Holy Scriptures are the words of 
God, for it is said in Exodus xx. 1. — * God spake all these 
words, saying, &c.' — The ten commandments given forth 
on Mount Sinai. — And in Rev. xxii. 18, John saith, *I 
testily to every man that heareth the words of the pro- 
phecy, &c.' And so in John v. 47, and John xv. T, John 
xiv. 23, John xii. 47." 

Whilst the Friends thus acknowledged that words of 
God were to be found in the Holy Scriptures, the embodied 
designation The Word of God, they scrupulously reserved 
to be applied as in the New Testament to the Saviour Him- 
self. Thus in John i., " In the beginning was the Word 
and the Word was with God and the Word was God,^' &c. 
Avoiding the common mode of designation which terms 
the Bible, as a whole, T?ie Word of Ood, had led, as it has 
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since, to many false reports of Friends' want of reverence 
for the Sucre I Scriptures. 

la the concluding paragraphs of the address, they went 
on tv> refute further false statements tliat had been circu- 
lated respecting the character of their preaching and advice 
to the negroes. It Laving been spread abroad that the 
Quakers encouraged the slaves to rebel, the address was 
printed and distributed widely ; and on its circulation the 
floating slanders that had been st^nt throughout Barbadoes 
agaiust the Friends were truly estimated. Thus a way was 
opened for their ministry among all classes. Dividing 
themselves as their spiritual perceptions indicated, the 
missionaries soon spread themselves in different directions 
among the islands, and afterwards on the American conti- 
nent 

The following letter testifies to the blessings that at- 
tended their Christian ministry. The writer, Uenry Fell, 
after his return from Egypt, appears to have fallen into 
some commercial difllculties, and to have afterwards gone 
out to Barbadoes, where he was probably in some secon- 
dary position : 

Henbt Fell to Mabgabet Fox. 

**Babbadoe8, 14thof lUhmo. [December], 1672, 
" My dear and everlastingly beloved friend, whom I truly 
esteem in the Lord, and account worthy of double honour 
for thy works' sake. 

'^ My soul blesses the Lord in thy behalf, thou who hath 
travailed for me once again, and hath been a faithful friend 
and a good counsellor unto me, who hath foretold me that 
which has really come to pass, in a good measure, and I 
hope will l>e fulfilled more and more, that I should be 
restored into as good, nay, into a better condition than I 
ever yet knew, if I did but; return unto the Lord with my 
whole heart, and come down in the humility of my mind, 
and lay all before Him ; and forsake my sins, and wait 



I 
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tipon Him. [This] I say is witnessed in a good measure, 
to the glory and praise of Ilis name. Yea, the Lord hath 
done for me abundantly' above what I could then exi>ect 
or think ; and I do believe He will yet accomplish His 
work in me, in His own time to His own praise, as I abide 
faithful to Him. He is [even now] restoring beauty for 
ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of 
praise for the spirit of heaviness, and is healing my baek- 
slidings, and loving me freely. I feel His anger i^ turned 
awa^', and He is wiping away the reproach from His 
innocent truth as if it had never been ; so that I may truly 
say as the Apostle said, ' Oh I the depth of the riches both of 
the wisdom and the knowledge of God I How unsearchable 
are Thy judgments and Thy wa^s past finding out I' It is 
the desire of my heart and soul that the goodness of the 
Lord may never be forgotten by me, but may remain fresh 
in my mind, and be had in everlasting remembrance. 

" Truth spreads here daily, and many come in who had 
long stood off, so that our mei»tings are very much enlarged 
and very quiet ; and the power of the Lord appears 
mightily in all our meetings, to the astonishment of them 
that are without, and to the strengthening and encourage- 
ment of them that are within, and to the raising up of that 
which lonjj hath been bowed down. 

'*Oh,I- cannot forget the blessed day wherein dear 
George Fox and the rest of the Friends arrived here 
amongst us in this island. It was a heavenly visitation 
unto me and many luore, even a true resurrection from 
the dead. The Lord heard and answered their desires; 
and they saw, in measure, the travail of their souls, and 
were satisfied. May the Lord reward them an hundred 
fold into their own bosoms. They have since had blessed 
service for His Truth in Jamaica and New England ; and 
I hope before this time they are safely arrived in Mary- 
land, where they did intend to winter; but as 3et we havfe 
not heard from them since they went from New England. 
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" My wife, with another woman Friend of this island, 
went hence, about seven weeks since, to Bermuda, to visit 
Friends there. I expect daily to hear from her. ' My very 
dear lovo is remembered to all thy children, and to all dear 
Friends thereaway s as though I named them particular!}'. 
As thou finds freedom let them or any of my outward 
relations know that I am very well in health. I should bo 
glad if the Lord should so order it that I might once more 
see my native country and your faces again. But at 
present I cannot see how it can be ; because I am encum- 
bered as to the outward, and indebted to some here and in 
England ; till these debts be all satisfied I cannot remove 
from hence, but must bear it, for it is the fruit of my own 
doings. Had J kept to the Truth and in the fear of the 
Lord, I had been preserved out of the things into which J 
did plunge, 'and pierced myself through with many sor- 
rows. So that it is very just from the LokI upon me ; and 
I find most peace in keeping under it, till He shows me a 
way of deliverance out of it, which I believe He will do in 
due time. 

'^Desiring to hear from thee, I take my leave, and 
remain thy true and unfeigned friend and brother, 

" Henry Fell. 

" Let my very dear love be remembered to Leonard Fell 
and his wife, and to Robert Salthouse."* 

Directed "To my very dear fi-iend Margaret 

Fox, at her house at Swarthmoor 
this d d In Lancashire," 

Endorsed by George Fox : — 

" H. Fell, from Barbadocs, 
to M. F., of passages." 

* From the original, in tlie Shackleton Collection, 
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The foregoing is the last letter, and the last notice t'-iat 
remains of Henry Fell, save one which briefly states he 
died abroad. Hence we may conclude that the desire he 
expresses that he might be permitted once more to visit 
his native land and see the faces of his dear Swarthmoor 
friends, was never realized. It is believed that his friend 
John Stubbs died either in 1673, or '74, but whether at 
home or abroad is not clear, though it is evident that he 
remained behind in America when George Fox returned 
home in '73. The letter which follows from his wife makes 
no definite allusion to guide us on that point, but it is a 
beautiful testimony to the tender sympathy with which 
Margaret Fox endeavoured to cheer her sisters in their 
individual sorrows, and to assist them in their difficul- 
ties : — 

Elizabeth Stubbs to Margaret Foa. 

'* The 1st if nth mo,, 1C7S (Ut mo,, 1674, new styk). 

" Beloved of the Lord and all His people, — In the livinjx 
Bcnse of that blessed power and heavenly life do I salnu* 
thee. I can truly say thou hast been many times in my 
remembrance, and when I consider thy great care and thy 
unchanging love and bountiful goodness to me and m^'' 
children, it melts my heart, and causeth me to shed many 
tears. For Ihou wert unto me strength in the time of 
weakness, and thou supported me many a time when I was 
ready to fall. Oh, how I have been refreshed and comforted 
by the many times thou hast tended me, and watched over 
me for good, as if I were one of thy own. I may say, in 
the i)rescnce of the Lord, it was a good day for me when I 
came near thee. Let that day be blessed for evermore."* 

What a significant acknowledgment of tenderness, sym- 
pathy, and generosity does this short letter unfold. How 
truly Christian ! How beautiful the example I 

That " bountiful goodness " to which Elizabeth Stubbs 



* From tlie original, in the Devonshire House Collection. 
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alludes was not onl}'' mnnifested in " visiting the widows 
and fatherless in their affliction," bat in sharing with them, 
if needed, such pecuniary means as by home economy could 
be spared, such means as tlion and now so many rich people 
lay out all closely around themselves in supplying luxuries 
or imaginary wants, or worse still, hoard up, in order to 
leave great wealth to children whose eternal welfare may 
be imperilled by the bequest. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

16:3—16:8. 



Geobgb Fox's Return from America — His and T. Lower's 
Imprisonment — T. L.'s Letter to lis Wife — ^Ellis Ugoks 
to M. F.— George Fox to his Wife — ^R::i<bake from Prison — 
Sarah Fell to uer Mother — M. F. to G. F. — E. Hook:3 to 
M. F. — Spirit of the Martyrs Revived — Margaret Faw- 
CKTT to M. Fox. 

In the summer of 1673, George Fox, and two of the 
Friends who went out with him, returned to England, 
landing at Bristol. Margaret Fox hastened to meet and 
welcome her husband ; and her two daughters and Thomas 
Lower accompanied her from Swarthmoor. John Rous 
came down from London, and William and Gulielma Penn 
and others joined them. They had a joyful happy reunion 
in the overflowing of Christian love and fervent thankful- 
ness to the Lord for the safe return of their honoured 
friend and brother. They had some "glorious powerful 
meetings '' (as George Fox characterises them) before leav- 
ing Bristol. 

Margaret Fox wishing to visit her daughter Rous before 
returning home, took Rachel with her, and George Fox 
and Thomas Lower accompanied them. Meantime, whilst 
she remained with her daughter at Kingston, hir husband 
and son-in-hiw made a religious tour through some of the 
southern counties. Afterwards they all pa d a visit to 
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William Penn and his "wife at llickmansworth, in Hertford- 
sbire. Thence they proceeded into Worcestershire, on 
their way towards Swarthmoor, meaning first for George 
Fox to visit his mother, whose health was in a declining 
state. They held meetings in various places among Friends 
as tliey moved along. But before they were clear of that 
county, George Fox and Thomas Lower M*ere made prison- 
ers by order of Justice Parker, and hurried off to Worcester 
Jr.il, on the accusation of having had such large meetings 
as to have greatly lessened attendance at the Episcopal 
CKurch ; as the mittimus expresses it, " They held meetings 
upon the pretense of the exercise of religion, otherwise 
th'in is established by the laws of England." When it 
w»s found there was no chance of their release before the 
de<^sions, with sorrowful hearts, cheered only by unwavering 
fa'th in the Lord's love and protecting power, tho mother 
and daughter were forced to leave them both in prison, 
and return home alone. Mary Lower, who was then at 
Swarthmoor, received the following letter from her husband 

soon after : — 

Thomas Lower to his Wife. 

WoRCESTEB Gaol, 7th of llth mo,, J67S, 
" My Dearest, — Although it may be supposed I would 
have leisure enough here, I assure thee it is as much as I 
can do to get a little spare time to acquaint thee of our 
welfare, and how it is with us. I praise the Lord we are 
both very well. My dear father mends upon it ; he is 
much better in health, and takes his rest very well by niglit. 
But by reason of the many visitors we have, and the many 
papers to write, I want not employment. 

'• I have received several letters from London from my 
brother, touching my liberty, and a letter from the King's 
bed-chambcrman to the Lord Windsor, his brother, but 
since it only relates to nif/ particular enlargement, I have 
kept it by me unsent. I thought it might prejudice and 
hinder my father's enlargement if I accepted of it ; for I 
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prize his liberty more than my own, and so have 'wiitten 
to my brother, if he cannot obtain both our discharges, 
not to labour any farther for mine. 

*' By letters from Ellis Ilooks and George Whitehead, 
we hear that our case hath been debated by the King and 
his Council, upon the solicitation of our friend Thomas 
Moore, and that they were very moderate, and seemed to 
be affected for our wrong imprisonment, but said they 
could not discharge us until tho law had passed upon us at 
the sessions, so the matter is left. Our precious mother 
has written a very affecting letter to the Lord Windsor for 
both our discharges, which we have sent to him, the return 
whereof we cannot yet have ; but it is thought the matter 
will be left to the (letermination of the justices on the 
bench. Unless they be permitted to tender the oaths of 
allegiance and supremacy, it is thought we may be dis- 
charged. Many of the justices about the country seem to 
dislike the severity of TarkLr's proceedings against us, 
and declare an averseness to ensnariuij us with the tender 
of the oaths. The issue we leave to 11 is power who orders 
all things for good to those that fear Him. 

" My father's dear love and mine is unto my mother, 
thyself, and my sisters, and unto Friends. 

" So rests thy dearly loving husband, 

" Thomas Lower." * 

Margaret Fox n ppealed to the King. She. wrote, earnestly 
asking his interposition for the release of her imprisoned 
husband and son-in-law. She enclosed her appeal in a 
letter to her friend Ellis Ilooks for presentation, from 
whom she received the following: answer: — 

Ellis Hooks to Margaret Fox. 

London, iHh llthmo,, JC7o, {Janunry^ 1674,} 
*' Dear M. F. — I received thy letter, and am glad to hear 
of thy safe arrival at home. About thy husband and 



* From the original, iu tho Shackleton Collection. 
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Thomas Lower, Thomas Moore and myself have been 
mueli concerned. T. M. read thy paper to the King in his 
chamber, and had an hour's time with him. It will be too 
large to relate all that passed belween them; only this 
[ma^* be said] he was very kind to Thomas, and told him 
he was not willing to do any such thing of himself, but 
wished him to come to the Council where he attended 
[according to the King^s recommendation] and the paper 
was read , and the matter debated. Thomas spoke to the 
King after the Council, and he told him the result was to 
this elTcct : that there being no law broken by them, 
nothing could he done ; they were left to the law to right 
them. The King is very timorous (it being just at the 
pinch of the Parliament's coming on) of doing an3'thing to 
displease them, his occasions being so great for money, 
which may impede the business. 

" This day week we sent down a letter from William 
Penn's mother to the Lord Windsor, who is Lord-Lieutenant 
of the county, which has been received, as we understand, 
by G. F. We hope the Lord-Lieutenant will be wrought 
upon by the letter of Lady Penn, who is well acquainted 
with him, and that the old snare of the oath may l)e waived 
at the sessions. George Whitehead and myself have not 
been deficient in turning every stone that might be advan- 
tageous for obtaining their liberty, nor 3et shall we desist; 
but I fear nothing ejQTcctual can be done till the term, 
excej/t they should premunire at the sessions, and then we 
must apply again to the King." 

They went as far as they could to premunire at the 
sessions, for neither Lady Penn's nor Margaret Fox's 
letters seem to have induced Lord Windsor to exert his 
influence to prevent " the old snare " being laid for George 
Fox. The clerical and maijisterial influence on the other 
side weighed more with him than their arguments and 
entreaties; therefore, when the original accusation was 
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likel}' to fail in reaching the end in view, the oaths were 
fort li with tendered to him, and when he refused to swear, 
at the same time giving in a paper most fully declaring 
his allegiance to the King, he was hurried back to prison, 
to be tried, on a future occasion, as a disloyal subject. 

Although Thomas Lower had not presented any of the 
let^^crs that had been sent him from his own brother, and 
from Lord Windsor's brother, because George Fox was not 
mentioned in them, yet, after George was ordered back to 
prison, Thomas was told he might go home free. He 
expostulated and argued against being liberated, whilst, 
as he said, his father, whom he had accompanied through- 
out, taking a part in all his proceedings, was to be thus 
imprisoned. But it was all in vain. Fox was to be 
premunired, and Lower released, on other grounds than 
those of justice. 

The prisoner, meantime, at the suit of some who thought 
they were doing him a service, was ordered for trial to 
London, and allowed, on account of his failing health, to 
be temporarily at large. From thence he wrote to his wife, 
telling her of a book against swearing (probably " The case 
of the People calKd Quakers relating to oaths") which 
had just come out, and which he thought was likely to be 
very useful. He said a copy had been given to the King, 
and to each member of the two houses of Parliament, also 
to the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, and Common Council of 
tbe City of London ; and further adds : — 

^^ I have sent it to Barbadoes, and Scotland, and Ireland, 
and Virginia, for Friends to take the substance, and give 
to their Parliaments or Assemblies, and Governors. I 
desire that your monthly and quarterly meetings would 
send for some of them, and give them at the assizes to the 
Justices and them tiiat be in power, and to bailiffs or 
mayors. Friends [here] have distributed many of, them 
to the under-otlicers. 
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*' That which Sarah writes, of some of the family coming 
up to me, I can say l.ttle about, or how I may be ordered ; 
for they have moved the Court to have me down to Worces- 
ter again, and have got a habeas corpus, an I a warrant for 
the purpose. A great jumble and work there hath been 
about it ; but the Truth is over all, and I am in the Lord^s 
hands. The King can do nothing, it being given up to the 
Judges and SheriflTs; they do suppose that I must go to 
Worcester assizes or sessions. 

^^ The salmon thou speaks of is not yet come, neither do 
thc}^ know by what carrier it was sent, nor where he inns. 

** In haste. My love to 3'ou all, 

" G. F.* 

*' London, 6th 1st mo., 1674.*^ 

There being errors in the indictment, and strong excep- 
tions taken on other points by the lawyers engaged to 
defend the prisoner, the case was repeatedly argued, both 
at Worcester and in London, ere the sentence of premuuire 
could be obtained and established, but at length it appeared 
to have been ecmfirmed. Then Margaret Fox repaired to 
London, and waited on the King. Her husband says : — 

*^ She laid before him my long and unjust imprisonment, 
with the manner of my being taken, and the Justices' pro- 
ceedings against me in tendering me the oath, as a snare, 
whereby tliey had premunired me, so that I being now his 
prisoner, it was in his power and at his pleasure to release 
me. The King spake kindly to her, and referred her to the 
Lord Keeper, to whom she went, but could not get what she 
<lesired ; for he said the King could not release me but by 
a i)ard(jn, and I was not free to receive a pardon, knowing 
1 had not done any evil. I h.id rather have lain in prison 
all ni}' days than have come out in any way dishonourable 
to Truth ; wherefore I chose rather to have the validity of 



♦ From Barcl y's "Letters of E rly Friends." 
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my indictment now tried before tiie judges of the King's 
Bench/' 

On the eleventh of twelfth month, 16t4, the case was 
opened before Sir Mathew Hale, Lord Chief Justice of 
England, and three other judges who sat with him on the 
bench, and, ultimately, by their decision, as announced by 
Sir Mathew, George Fox was released by proclamation. 

He says : — 

'^ Thus, after I had suffered imprisonment a year and 
almost two months for nothing, I was fairly set at liberty 
upon a trial of the errors of my indictment, without receiv- 
ing any pardon, or coming under any engagement at all." 

It appears bj' the following letter, that on his release, 
Margaret Fox and her husband, at first, had thought of 
returning to Swarthmoor without much delay : — 

Sarah Fell to her Mother. 

*'4thJstmo. [March'], 1676* 

" Dear Mother, — We received thine, with our dear father's 
yesterday with great joy and gladness on several accounts. 
As fur what thou mentions ab^ut sister Susan's staying 
with sister Rous, for our parts we freely leave it to you to 
do as 3'ou see fit and convenient, and shall [continue] as 
we have done, to do our utmost to suj^ply her place in her 
ab^ence. But I take it that it will lie more upon sister 
Rachel than on me, and she is very willing to leave it to 
you, and will, I doubt not, perform to the full, having mani- 
fested her abundant care, diligence and frugality in your 



* The date in thu original, which is in the Collection of Robert 
Spence, of North Shields, is 1(574, but it is evid ntly one of tiiose 
m'stakes !nc dent to hasty writing in the early days of a New Year, 
for in 1st mo., 1(\14 Geoige Fox was a prisoner, and his wife at 
home at Swarthmoor Hall. 
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absence, and being very able to go through her business, 
having a copious capacity. We need say no more, only 
thtit we shall be very glad to see sister Susan, when the 
Lord orders it, and also we do believe her company to 
siswcr Rous will be very acceptable an.l needful in brother's 
absence, so what you do will be with our consent. 

" We desire to know, as soon as thou can tell us, when we 
may expect you with our dear father; this, for several 
reason :>, that thou may very well [understand.] Thoushould 
buy a cask of wine, of what sort thou judges Father likes 
best, for we have only some cider and March beer bottled 
up ; also, you should buy us some anchovies, some olives, 
and two larding needles, and some oranges and lemons, and 
what else 3'ou think fit. Pray let us know some certainty 
of your coming, as soon as you can. We are all well, and 
our endeared love and duty is to thee, and our dear father, 
and our dear love to our sisters and cousins. We cannot 
but admire Bethiah's writing, and that she is so active and 
ingenious. 

*^ This is all at present, from thy dear daughter, 

" Sarah Fell.''* 

George Fox, having been very much weakened by the 
efl'ects of his last year's imprisonment, did not appear strong 
enough to undertake the journey imm^diatel}' on his release; 
so he and his wife remained, month afrer month, at King- 
ston, with the Rouses, visiting the mee'ings in and around 
London. After the lapse of about four months, they returned 
to Swarthraoor, and Susanna with them. This was the first 
time he had been at Swarthmoor since his marriage; and 
now the surrounding gentry courteously called to pay their 
respects, or, as some of them said, to welcome to their 
neighbourhood, the master of Swarthmoor Hall. Even 
Colonel Kirby, his old persecutor, presented himself. 



From the original in the Spence Collection. 
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On that occasion, G. F. remained quietly occupied at 
home for about a year and eight months, during which his 
health gradually improved. He tells us in his journal, that 
he spent much of that time in writing ; also in collecting 
and arranging old letters, and epistles, so as to put them in 
good order for those that might consult them hereafter. 
No doubt it was then that he indorsed, and laid away safely, 
80 many of the letters still preserved, to which access has 
been so liberally afforded, and which have proved so valu- 
able in the compilation of these pages. 

In 1677, he went to the London Yearly Meeting, and 
afterwards pa-sed over into Holland, to attend the yearly 
meeting there, and visit some other parts on the Continent. 
With invigorated health returned the s|)irit for active labour 
that found its duties in preaching the Truth, and establish- 
ing meetings for discipline among Friends, wheresoever 
the Lord opened the way ; so that now, though he had a 
X)leas:int h:ippy home, he was but little there for several suc- 
ceeding years. The following letter tells us how much he 
was loved and appreciated within its precincts : — 

Margaret Fox to her Husband. 

"SwAHTiiMOO::, ISth of 5th mo.^ 1678, 

" Dear Love, — Glad I am to hear that the Lord preserves 
thee in health and capacity to travel in His work and service, 
for which I praise His holy name. We hope and expect He 
will draw thee homewards in His blessed time. Thou art 
much expected and longed for here, but wo must all submit 
to the Lord's will and time. I rv.'ceived thy kind token by 
Leonard, which I did not expect, but I know it \s thy true 
love to remember us [thus], I thought to have sent some- 
thing by Mary Foil to thee, but I [considered] thou would 
only buy something with it for me, as thou used to do, which 
caused me to omit it. I perceive thou hast sent things 
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to tho children by Leonard, he hath not yet delivered them ; 
but thy company would be more an I belter to us than all 
the world, or than all the earth can afford ; but only for the 
Lord s Truth and service [are we willing to resig'.i it], we 
would not exchange it for all beside. 

" This day Isabel set forward on her way to Scotland. 
Thomas and Mary Lower, Sarah, Susanna, and Ilachel, with 
little Bethiah, their love and duty are dearly reuiemlx'red 
unto thee, and gladly would they see thee here. I am glad 
to find thou hath writ to my daughter Rous. Poor woman I 
I am afraid she will have a heartless boing theie. The 
Lord uphold her over all her trials. We desire much to 
hear from thee, and what way thou passest. All things are 
well here with us. Praised and honoured be the Lord. 

** From thy endeared and loving wife, 

'' M. F.^ 

Endorsed by George Fox thus — " M. F. to G. F., 5 mo., 
'78/' Again by Rachel Abraham's son: — ^'^ My dear and 
honoured Grandmother's affectionate letter to my dear 
and honoured Grandfather Fox." 

What Margaret Fox says to her husband in the foregoing 
letter, about having been withheld from sending him what 
she had thought of, because he would have been likelj', as 
on other occasions, to lay it out in buying something for 
herself, is made clear through remarks in other letters. 

If, when he was from home, she sent him money, it seems 
he was sure to biy out full as much, or more, in a present 
■for her. Thus on one occasion he tells her, that with the 
money she had given him to buy clothes for himself, he had 
purchased of Kichiird Smith a piece of red cloth for a 
mantle, believing she required that, more than he needed 



* From the original in the Thwaite Collection. 
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the coat.* And in one of his A;tters, in the Shacklcton 
Collection, wri;ten to his wife from Worcester priaon, he 
telld hur he li:i<l got a frieml to purchase na much black 
Spuuiah cluth as would make Imr a gown, with what she 
haJ given him, adding, ' It cost a gKAt deal of money, but 
I will save." 

Tl:e allusion to bcr danghter Rous, a9 in a place where 
she would probably meet with heartlessness, seems to have 
been suggested by Margaret Rous being then on a visit at 
her father-in-law's, in Barbadoes, where she went with her 
husband, whose step-mother, we may rememl>er, on a former 
occasion, John Rous alluded to as " a notable cunning 
wom:in," and we presume she was the heartless element iliat 
the mother dr^.tded. 

The general tone of Margaret Fox's letter to her husband, 
so alTcetionate and ebeerful, reminds one of Leonard Fell's 
words, in a short note in which ho addresses her as, " TJioa 
vhiiae voice is so pleasanl, and into tc'iDfe mind no dark 
fjiirit enters." Solomon saj s, " I'leasiuit words are as an 
honey-comb ; sweet to the soul, and health to the bones.'* 
Ht'r pleasant words seem often and often to have acted as 
BHCct balm to troubled soul.-i j and it was from this, and 
her peculiar large heurtcdness, full aa much or more than 
from Jier superior Judgment that so many sought to nnhur. 
den their minds to her, often catching from her cheerful 
Kpirit a glow of comfort and hopi; ; but no doubt, her good 
undc:fit!Uiding ami spiritual <Ii:iccnimcut also frequently 
aidid those ivho looked lo her for advice. 

The document from which I have definitely learned that 
Jo'.m Rous and his wife were "absent beyond the seas," in 

* Tlio Ic'tcr whi' h tontaina the alcove I ha- o not been able to 
procuiv, but bivo lier.rd the remarks of two Frlunil , bii li of u horn 
read it However, I observe Ihis difference in Ih.irBtatiintnis :oiio 
spoke of It aa criniHon cloth, tlie other scarlet. It cerlainly Inilicales 
that FricndH iu iliat day had nu objection to brilliauC uoluura in 
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1G73, i 3 a written agreement (now in the possession of John 
Abraham) between Uannah Fell, the widow of George Fell, 
and her son Charles Fell, minor, on the one side; an I the 
daughters of Judge Fell and their husbands on the other 
side ; relative to resigning all claims to ccrt.iin lauds whieli 
are specified. That article of agreement is also the first 
and only testimony we have of George Fell's dea h, a'lil 
that merely in as much as it speaks of his widow, II j Lft 
but t^vo children, a boy and a girl. There is nothing in the 
doc imont indicating that his death had recently occurred. 
Neither Bridget's nor her husband's signatures a[)[)ear in 
the agreement, nor are they mentioued at all ; s j that this, 
adde.l to previous evidence, makes it cljar that they were 
not then living, and that they ha.l left no heirs. 

The next letter was written about a month Liter than the 
foregoing. It is the last we have from Ellis Hooks to his 
Swarthmoor friend, and is particularly interesting as mark- 
ing the first publication of *' The S^)irit of ths Martyrs 
Revived," his chief literary work ; at the same time indi- 
cating the failing strength of the suffering writer : — 

Ellis Hooks to Mabqaret Fox. 

" 13th of 6th mo,, 1678. 

" Dear M. F., — I have had a sore fit of sickness ; none 
that saw me thought I could have lived. I am very weak 
still, and can scarcely go. This letter is chiefly to accompany 
a book I have sent for thee to Thomas Gaeon, entitled ' The 
Spirit of the Martyrs Revived.' I desire thou wilt accept 
of it as a token of my love which is still the same as ever 
to thee ; and, though I write but seldom, I think often of 
thee. Never can I forget thee, and I hope thou wilt have 
me in thy remembrance when breathing to the Lord, that I 
may be preserved to the end, for I meet with many trials 
and exercises, yet I sej the Lord's hand in them all to my 
comfort. Although it seems a bitter cup, yet I am willing 
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to take it at the hand of the Lord, who knows that I love 
Him beyond all fading things, and have chosen Him [for 
my portion] before them all, but who, indeed, first chose 
me and separated me from the world, and hath let me see 
great things that pertain to salvation. Dear Margaret, I 
am now very weak, and know not whether ever I shall see 
thee again ; but I am bound up with the covenant of love 
for ever. 

" My love is to thee and all thy children and family, 

" From thy Friend, 

" Ellis Hooks. 

'* For my loving Friend, Margaret 
Fox, at Swarthmoor, with a 
book."* 

That book, " The Spirit of the Martyrs Revived," was 
much read in its day, as may be inferred from the number 
of editions it went through. As far as can be judged from 
the title and contents of the work, it was intended by the 
author that another volume should follow, in which the 
Quaker martyrdoms of the seventeenth century would be 
detailed. The vol. published comes down to about 1590. 
The copy before me belongs to a quarto edition, published 
in 1 683, two years after the death of its author ; the first 
edition was in folio. It commences with the martyrdom 
of Abel, briefly glancing over the biblical record of those 
who loved and obeyed God, and who suffered for religion 
during the centuries anterior to the Christian era. After- 
wards, as he states, he '^ epitomizes the acts and monu- 
ments of the Church writ by the industrious labour of John 
Foxe." It is a good epitome of Foxe's huge work, and, in 
addition, contains both at the beginning and latter end 
information not to be found in the " Acts and Monuments." 
An excellent little w^ork, also written by Ellis Hooks and 



* From tlio original In the Th!mbcck Collect '.on. 
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published in the same volume, is entitled " A Christian Plea 
against Persecution, grounded on Scripture, Reason, Ex- 
perience, aud the Testimonies of Princes and Learned 
Authors." It displays careful research into civil and 
ecclesiastical history, both ancient and modem, thence 
deducing examples and admonitions against persecution, 
showing the inefficacy as well as cruelty of striving to force 
men's consciences. 

Ellis Hooks never fully regained his health after that ill- 
ness he mentions in the letter just quoted, though he 
survived for three years from that time. He died in 1681, 
of consumption, as stated in Friends' London burial register. 
He had filled the position of Friends' recording clerk 
for the previous twent3'-four years, the earliest volumes of 
the London records being all in his handwriting. 

The following letter will not be devoid of interest to 
those who desire to trace the early developments of the 
" Women Friends' meetings for discipline," as exhibited in 
the first age of the Society. Its writer was a widow, who 
resided at Elkstone, in Cumberland. She was a most 
hospitable and managing Friend, who, on an extremely 
small income, kept open house and gave cordial welcome 
to all ministering Friends travelling in her neighbour- 
hood. So anxious was she for their company, that some 
playfully called her, as Thomas Story tells us in his journal, 
" the covetous widow of Cumberland." Thus she writes to 
her friend at Swarthmoor : — 

Margaret Fawcett to Margaret Fox. 

«* The mh day of the 8th mo, [October], 1677, 

" De^r Margaret, — In the weighty Truth, which the Lord 
hath placed a measure of in mc, do I salute thee, with all 
thy dear and tender children ; for my love is truly to you 
all, and my soul delights in your prosperity, as I believe 
you do in mine ; for, dear Margaret, thou hath been as a 



AND THEIR FRIEND& 32^ 

mother to many children, and I with many more hath 
received strength and nourishment from thee. 

*' And, dear M., that which chiefly occasioneth me at this 
time to write unto thee, is to give thee to understand some- 
thing of our prDceedings in our Women's meetings, con- 
cerning the book that was given forth from 3'our quarterly 
meeting at Copley. 

" Our Women's meeting was next Third-day after, wher^ 
our dear friend and brother, Jo. Banckes, did much assist 
us in our proceedings ; he read the book, and Friends were 
very well satisfied with it, and the Lord^s power and 
presence was much with us and among us ; and we gave 
notice that day that Friends should bring in their testi- 
monies about tithes the next women's meeting, which 
accordingly was done, and J. B. took their testimonies, 
one by one, from their own mouth ; which I believe was 
given in the fear of the Lord, and where any was wanting, 
they brought them to the next meeting or before, and all 
or the most part belonging to our women's meeting are 
found clear in their testimonies, which are already gathered 
lip and recorded in a book we have provided for that 
purpose. 

" And further this is to let thee understand that we had 
the book to our quarterly me;;tiiig, where we did intend it 
should be read, and Jo. Steele and I did acquaint Friends 
of it before the meeting, but some Friends in the ministry' 
being there, took up the time, so that it could not conve- 
niently be read that day, which was no small grief to my 
spirit. (J. B. was then in Westmoreland.) After the 
meeting I could do no less than speak of it, and delivered 
H to the next women's meeting, and desired them to copy 
it over and send it through the county, that 8> tlie service 
whereupon it goeth forth may be performed. 

" And, dear heart, there is one thing more in my mind to 
signify to thee, which is concerning the disbursements of 
our collections , and setting of it down in writing, it is not 
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at all agreeable with my spirit, neither with several more 
good Friends belonging to our meeting, for we are satisfied 
that many honest Friends that may stand in need, will 
rather suffer much than take anything of us, if it must be 
made so public as to stand upon record. Dear M., I could 
do no less than give thee my judgment in this matter, 
hoping thou wilt bear with me as one who with thee would 
have all things well. No more, but my true love to thee 
and all thine. Thy nearly related friend and sister, 

" Margaret Fawcett. 

(P. S.) " The number of Friends belonging to our women's 
meetings that have given in their testimonies concerning 
tithes are 109."* 

It was about the time when the above letter was written, 
that some diversity of opinion and practice existing among 
Friends respecting tithe, the yearly meeting put forth a 
document, before alluded to, requesting that all members 
who held opinions on the subject would state them in 
writing to their respective monthly meetings, and have 
them recorded. These are the testimonies mentioned by 
Margaret Fawcett. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

1677—1690. 

Visit to the Court o? the Pkinci.ss Palatine^ — Letter fhoh 
KoBEiiT Uarc;>ay to the bisters at Swarthmoor — From 
pRiNCi 88 Elizabeth and Countess Horne to Robert Bar- 
clay — Perskcutions in Scotl\nd— Sketch o? David and 
Robert Barclay— Their Death. 

Three of the Swarthmoor sisters were ministers — Isabel, 
Sirah, and Susanna. We have already quoted what Gerard 
Croc'sc says of Sarah's extraordinary gift of exhortation 
and prayer ; to Isabel he also alludes incidentally on the 

* From the original in the Abraham Coll tc Lion. 
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occasion in ICtt, when she went with two other Quaker 
hulics to vi^it Elizabeth, the Princess Palatine of the Rhine. 
Tliree years previous to that visit William Yeamans, 
Isahel's husband, died ; and at the time of which we speak, 
only one of her children, a son, survived. 

It is thus Croese writes of Isabel and her Friends : 

" When these women came to the Court of the Princess, 
and desired liberty to speak with her, she who was so full 
of humility and gentleness, admits and hears them with 
cheerful and favourable countenance, being especially 
pleased with Isabel's discourse, who indeed had a curious 
voice and a freer way of delivering herself." 

When Isabel Yeamans, George Keith's wife, and Ger- 
trude Dirick Nieson * started from Amsterdam on that visit 
to the Princess Palatine, they left behind them in Holland 
the English Friends with whom the two former had gone 
over to attend the General meeting at Amsterdam. These 
were George Fox, William Penn, George Keith, Robert 
Barclay, and Benjamin Furlcy. It is evident the ladies 
wished to go by themselves as uuconspicuously as possible, 
on their religious mission to a Christian sister; and as 
Christian sisters the Princess received and afterwards 
remembered them. Princess Elizabeth was a woman of 
great amiability, conscientiousness, and religious tender- 
ness. Iler mother having been an English woman, probably 
that tie led her all the more cordially to welcome the S3'm- 
pathy of these fellow countrywomen of hers. The Princess 
was a daughter of the Queen of Bohemia, Charles I.'s sister, 
whom Margaret Fell visited in London ; consequently she 
was first cousin to Charles II., and sister of Prince Rupert, 
whose kindly ofliccs Mary Fell spoke so hopefully of in 
her letter to her mother in 1G64, describing her visit to the 
Kinsr. 



* A Dutch Friend who was afterwards the wife of Stephen Crisp. 
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When the three women Friends returned to Amsterdam 
AVilliam Penn, Benjamin Furlej', and Robert Barclay paid 
their visit to the Princess, — they had been acquainted with 
her previously, and now had free religious communion 
with her and with some of the ladies of her court, especi- 
ally the Countess of Ilorne. The Princess did not live 
more than about four years from that time, but her corre- 
spondence with Penn and Barclay continued till her death. 
Robert Barclay was very careful about not giving publicity 
to any of her letters, or those of the countess, for the 
reason given in tlic letter we are about to transcribe, and 
which is now with its enclosures presented to the public 
for the first time, after nearly 200 3^ears of oblivion : — 

Robert Barclay to the Sisters at Swarthmoob. 

"Aberdeen Prison, ^7th of 10th mo. , 1676, 
" Dear Isabel, Sarah, Susanna, and Rachel, — I received 
the signification of your love in the postscript of your 
father's letter, which reached unto me and refreshed me. 
Those real testimonies of your respect towards me deserved 
long ago a suitable acknowledgment ; leastwise by the 
expression of my scnsibleness thereof, for a real requital 
proportionable to the obligation 3'ou have put upon me, is 
not only without my reach at present to perform, but 
without my view when it may — only I can assure you, I 
am not unmindful thereof, and do, and I hope will and 
shall, return that love and regard for you which I will not 
adventure to express, lest I should seem to sway from 
simplicity — only feel it in that which is beyond words. In 
its flowing I do at present dearly salute you. Blessed be 
the Lord that hath brought us to the knowledge of this 
kind of love and friendship, which standcth in that which 
is more excellent than aught in the world, even in the 
Truth itself. And as we abide therein, it both may and 
can grow, without finding an end. It was this precious 
Truth alone brought us to an outward acquaintance as well 
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as inward friendship : so therein I desire daily to be 
nearer and nearer unto you, whereunto this present trial 
will I h6pe not a little contribute. 

" As I Intimated in my last, I do now send you a copy 
of the Princess Elizabeth's first letter to mo, and the 
Countess of Uorne's. I have since received letters again 
from both of them, but tliey are not by me. You will by 
these perceive how things stand with them, and I hope 
they will refresh you. I send them to you with the greater 
confidence, that I know you to be persons of such educa- 
tion as will use them with discretion, and not trust them 
so as to come to the ears or hands of any who cannot so 
use them ; knowing that persons of their condition are apt 
to offend when their freedom is made public, and will 
thereby be straightened from using the like hereafter.— 
But I fear not you in this particular. 

'• With my dear love to your worthy mother, and to your 
brother and sister Lower, I continue your friend and 
brother in the Truth that is unchangeable, 

" R. Bakclay." 

'^ The Princess Elizabeth — her first letter. 

** My dear Friend, — In our Saviour Jesus Christ, I have 
received your letter this day, dated the 24th of June. As 
I am pressed to take this opportunity to make a certain 
address to your brother, Benjamin Furley, I must give 
you the abrupt answer. 

^^ Your memory is dear to me, so are your lives, and 
your exhortations very necessary. I confess myself still 
spiritually very poor and naked, all my happiness is, that 
I do know I am so, — and whatsoever I have seemed or 
studied heretofore, is but as dust in comparison to the true 
knowledge of Christ. I confess also my infidelity to this 
light, by suffering m^'self to be conducted by a false 
politique light ; now that I have sometimes a small glimpse 
of the True Light, I do not attend to it as I should, being 



328 THE FELLS OF SWABTHMOOR HALL, 

drawn awaj' by the works of m}' calling, which must be 

done. Like your swift English hounds, I often overrun 

my scent, — being called back when it is too late. Let not 

this make j'ou less earnest in 3'our prayers for me, — ^you 

see I need them. Your letters will be always welcome to 

me, so shall 3'our friends, if any please to visit me. 

" I should admire God's providence, if my brother could 

be a means of releasing your father and the 4d more 

prisoners in Scotland. Having promised to do his best, I 

know he will perform it, he has alwaj^s been true to his 

word ; and you shall find me by the grace of the Lord a 

true friend. 

" Elizabeth." 

The other letter which Robert Barclay copied and sent 
to the Swarthmoor sisters, whilst he was confined in 
Aberdeen prison, is as follows : — 

" The Countess of IIorne— her letter to R. B. 

" Dear Friend, — It was a regular joy to me to receive 
3'our acceptable letter, which this morning awaited my 
hands by the post. It testifies your love and care for me 
who am unworthy thereof. Therefore do I justly esteem 
it the more, being heartily thankful that j'ou remember me 
before the Lord, who am waiting upon Him — oh that it 
might be truly in the Spirit. I cannot but admire the 
wonderful providence of God, which brought you hither, 
and raised such love mutually between us. 

** I can in truth say that my heart went after you in love, 
and hath been many a time in admiration of that wonderful 
work of the Lord amongst us the last time we saw each 
other. I hope to His praise He will accomplish the work 
He has begun, and raise His witness in my soul, that it 
may testify of Him so clcarl}'- that I cannot doubt whether 
it be His voice or not. It may be with me as it was with 
Samuel, who heard the voice of the Lord calling, Samuell 



AND THEIR FRIENDS. 829 

Samuel ! yet knew ncft that it was the Lord, but thought it 
to be the prophet Eli. I say it may at times thus fare with 
me, that the inward witness testifies and calleth to me in 
my soul, and I, because I know not His voice nor the testi- 
mony thereof, do pass it b}', looking upon it as the voice of 
a stranger. For want of this spirit of discerning, I come 
many times to behave myself as an enemy in not receiving 
His testimony. 

" That which now makes me fearful to receive anything 
[I do not clearly see] to be the testimony of God, is, because 
so many I perceive have deceived themselves, taking the 
testimony of the flesh for the testimony of God ; not that 
they do it willingly, 3'et I must needs believe that they 
deceive themselves therein. Yet this I see, that there 
must be a testimony of God in the soul, and that God 
commanded Isaiah to bind up the testimony, and seal the 
laws for his disciples— after these my soul doth long. These 
desires often cause me to sigh unto my God in this way — 
* raise, I pray thee, thy witness in my soul.' As the 
Lord gives you liberty, sigh with me, and for me, for the 
arising of this witness. I confess I am not worthy of such 
a favour, being an unfaithful virgin, yet hope still for 
favour and mercy from Him that calls me. — I know He 
calls me, that I did but alwaj's know His voice, and know 
what He requires of me. Now my place appears to be in 
silence, to be still, and wait upon the Lord there, and I 
hope He will strengthen me in this waiting, and not 'suffer 
me to grow weary, and preserve me from speaking peace 
to myself, or seeking it from any other but from Himself 
alone. I am, by His grace, from day to day more retired 
from men, and my soul weaned from the world, and more 
and more burthened with this spiritless, lifeless worship. 
I could well desire witii that lovely lady (I mean the Lady 
Overkirk) to be delivered from all these opinions, and that 
I be no more of Paul's or A polios', but only Christ's, and 
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come into fellowship with those that have the testimony 
of Jesus, by whatsoever name they are called. 

" Satan pressed hard upon me some. years ago, with most 
of those temptations which now you tell me of. He came 
80 far as almost to make me believe there was no God ; but 
m}'^ faithful God, in whom my strength, and comfort, and 
joy was, stood by me, and rebuked him, so that he became 
silenced. Me He sustained that I did not sink, and He took 
from me the fear that I had of Satan, so that if he should 
anew assault me, I know that Immanuel lives, and that He 
will preserve me by His power. All that I now fear is this 
sinful self that I foel still in me. O that the Lord would 
arise as a mighty man of valour to slaj'' it! — how gladly 
would I see it crucified and laid down at the feet of the 
Lord Jesus. 

" Time permits me not at present to write more unto you, 
only that I hope to do my best to learn English. A book 
that may contribute to it will be very acceptable to me. 
When I know the cost, I shall send it 3*ou, and I hope the 
Lord wlio hath sent me in your letters so many good 
exhortations, will cause them to live in my soul. I could 
very well read and understand them all. I am glad to 
learn that on jour return home 3'ou found all there in a 
good state. I do thank you, my beloved friend, for your 
faithful care of me, and that it extended so far as to inquire 
after my brother, who is now before * Mastwcht.' May the 
Lord do with him what is good in His eyes. 

" Salute for me, I pray, all the lovers of the Cross of 
Christ — all who fear the Lord in Spirit and in Truth. 
The Lord bind us more and more in His pure love, in 
which I remain your dearly loving friend, 

" Anna Maria — Countess of Horne." 

** This was sent to Benjamin Furley, and by him trans- 
lated out of the Dutch. She is so well advanced in the 
English, that she not only can understand what she reads, 
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but she has translated out of Enorlish into Dutch a book 
of Isaac Pennington's. 

" Excuse the bad ink. 6. KL desires in particular to be 
minded by you all."* 

The above letters are all in Robert Barclay's handwriting, 
and are thus endorsed, apparently by John Abraham : — 

" The excellent Robert Barclay's letter to three of my 
aunts, and to my dear and tender mother." 

How beautifully and how aboundingly is the spirit of 
Christian love manifested in those letters I How strikingly 
do they point out the mark of discipleship in the writers 
and in the recipients ! — '* By this shall all men know that 
ye are my disciples, if 3'e have love one to another," says 
Christ our Holy Redeemer. But that token of discipleship 
did not fully satisfy the over-anxious mind of the countess. 
She was troubled to an undo extent about not having a 
clearer perception of " God's witness in her soul," — ^yet 
she assuredly had that Witness there, as her feelings and 
her works manifested. Our Lord when on earth appealed 
to His works in proof of the Divine presence and power 
having executed them — so may His servants. Supreme 
love to God and to man is God's witness, and if existing 
in the heart, will manifest itself in striving to do good to 
all around us, and assuredly this impulsive love in which 
the works originate, is the operation of the Holy Spirit. 

The Barclays of Ury being among the intimate and 
endeared friends of the Swarthmoor family, as such claim a 
brief memorial here. David Barclay, Robert's father, was 
the lineal representative of Theobald de Berkele}-, of Nor- 
man extraction, who early in the 12th century was con- 
spicuous at the Court of David I., King of Scotland. The 
De Berkeley's obtained property in North Britain, became 



* From the original in M. Thimbeck's Collection. 
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Scottish lainls, and continued to maintain their rank as 
landed proprietors under that Norman name, till the 15th 
century, when the head of the family changed it from De 
Berkeley to Barclay. In the 1 7th century, political unsettle- 
ment, joined to pecuniary reverses, led to the sale of the 
estate, which had been in the family for upwards of five 
hundred years. 

Afer that, David the young laird, who was a zealous re- 
former, entered as a volunteer the army of the Protestant 
Union under Gustavus Adolphus, in which, through mili- 
tary prowess and talent, he soon attained to the rank of 
major. His brother, who was equally zealous, but a Roman 
Catholic, repaired to France with his share of the family 
property', and soon obtained a distinguished place in the 
Romish College in Paris. Finally he took orders in the 
Church there, and became rector at the College. Both of 
the brothers appear to have so managed their incomes as 
to add to their paternal fortune. 

When the civil wars broke out in his native countrv, the 
young major returned home and became a colonel in the 
Royalist arm}-, having had intrusted to his command the 
shires of Ross, Sutherland, and Caithness. When Crom- 
well's party prevailed, Colonel Barclay retired from mili- 
tary life, purchased an estate at Ury, near Aberdeen, and 
married Catherine, daughter of Sir Robert Gordon, of 
Gordonstown, second son to the Earl of Sutherland. 
Robert Barclay, the eldest son of this marriage, was born 
at Gordonstown, in 1648. 

Colonel Barclay, after leaving the army, turned his 
attention to national politics, and was soon returned to 
Parliament. There he signalized himself in pleading the 
cause of the nobility and gentry of Scotland who had for- 
feited their estates in the political struggles of the times. His 
high character as a military officer at home and abroad, 
and his straightforward integrity of purpose, joined to his 
personal bearing, obtained for him great influence both in 
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and out of Parliament. His efforts, therefore, on behalf 
of those who had lost their estates, were especially suc- 
cessful, and caused him to be very popular throughout 
Scotland among the gentry and nobility. The last Parlia- 
ment in which he sat was 1656 ; he then relinquished public 
political life, isj-nd devoted himself more to the enjoyment 
of the social surroundings of home, and the cultivation of 
his property at Ury. 

Colonel Barclay had three sons, of whom Robert was the 
eldest. After receivinof the rudiments of his education in 
the best schools of his native country, it was decided that 
so many literary advantages presented in the Paris College, 
where his uncle was chaplain, that Robert should be sent 
there. He soon became so distinguished by his talents, 
after being settled at college, that he obtained the particular 
approbation of the professors. His conduct greatly en- 
deared him to his uncle, and he seemed determined to 
make him his sole heir. Letters home constantly spoke of 
the fresh honours gained by the 3'oung student, his uncle's 
great pleasure in his societj^ and the brilliant course that 
was opening to his view. The pleasure these announce- 
ments gave was not unmixed with apprehension in the 
mind of his anxious mother. At length that solemn hour 
arrived, when the mother's fears were embodied in such 
form that they could no longer be turned aside as vision- 
ary ; she was on her deathbed, and before she died her 
husband promised that he would ere long repair to Paris, 
and use all the gentle influence he could command to induce 
their son finally to leave France. He kept his promise, and 
though Robert's return was violently opposed by his uncle, 
who offered at once to purchase an estate for him in France, 
and put him in immediate possession if he would stay, 
there was no flinching. Having heard of his dear mother's 
earnest dying request, he forthwith returned home with 
his father, and his uncle consequently left his large prop- 
erty to some religious houses in France. 
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That return to Scotland, in 16G4, which his dying 
mother's fears had secured, was a happy event for the 
j-outh. And that her fears were well grounded wo may 
gather from his own words many 3'ears after. He writes, 
— " I had scarcely got out of my childhood when I was cast 
among Papists ; and my immature capacity not being able 
to withstand the insinuations that were used to proselj-te 
me, I became defiled with the pollutions thereof, and con- 
tinued therein for a time, until it pleased God, through His 
love and mercy, to deliver me, and give me a clear under- 
standing of the evil of that way.' 

In 1667 David Barclay openly avowed himself a Quaker. 
This was not a sudden change. His wife s death had made 
a deep impression on his mind, very strongly bringing 
before him the peace and happiness of the Christian in the 
prospect of leaving this world for an eternal one. There- 
fore, with great earnestness he set about examining the 
views maintained by the various societies of Christians 
around him. One point especially arrested his attention, 
that the hostility each seemed to entertain towards those 
who differed from them, manifested itself in persecution 
whenever they were invested with political power. Such 
persecution he felt in his heart to be unchristian. Before 
he could come to a decision with what society he should 
unite, lie commenced a careful and earnest examination of 
the Holy Scriptures, in order to judge for himself as to 
whicli came nearest to the Gospel standard. Whilst thus 
engaged he heard of a people who, in derision, were 
called Quakers, whose distinguishing conduct was patience 
and unflinching endurance under severe persecution, and 
love to one another — their great principle being adherence 
to tlie dictates of the Spirit of Truth ; and that, living 
apart from the common amusements of the world, neither 
imprisonment nor the prospect of death itself could restrain 
them from preach inp:, Or from urging that all who were 
truly the followers of Christ should manifest in their con- 
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duct the holiness and unselfishness enjoined by their Lord. 
He seems to have first learned these particulars respecting 
the Friends from the Laird of Swintoune, a man of consid- 
erable influence in Scotland, who had embraced the doc- 
trines of the despised Quakers, and ever after steadily 
maintained them. 

Being in London, Colonel Barclay made himself ac- 
quainted with some of the Friends there, and went to hear 
them. He pondered long and deeply over what he saw and 
heard, bringing all his doubts to the test of Holy Scripture, 
At lengt-h he came to the full conviction that" if the Lord 
Jesus Christ has a Church of true followers on earth, those 
whom the other societies in derision called Quakers must 
be that Church." With a resolution that required even 
more courage and bravery than actual encounters on the 
battle-field amid carnage and deatli, he forthwith avowed 
himself a Quaker. He understood well what that avowal 
involved. In addition to the cold frowns of friends and 
relatives, the world's dread laugh, its taunts and its persecu- 
tions, were before him. For at that very time great num- 
bers of the Friends were enduring imprisonment in wretched, 
filthy jails, for no other crime than a conscientious adhe- 
rence to their religious principles. 

David Barclay, whilst deciding for himself, in joining the 
"Friends of Truth," was very careful that his sons, who 
were then of an age capable of judging, should be influenced 
by their own convictions, and not act from a desire to join 
with or to imitate their fatlier.* In the meantime Robert 
visited freely among his father's and mother's relatives, 
some of whom were Episcopal Protestatits, others Roman 



•In the **EncycIop8BdiaBritannica'' it is stated that David Barclay, 
on becoming a Quaker, endeavoured to induce Rohert to follow his 
example ; but that is a mistake, for he very decidedly expressed the 
desire that liis son should not join the Friends but from his own 
OOQScientioiLS convictions. 
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Catholics, and others again Presbyterians. However logi- 
cal the mind of the future Apologist, and however argu- 
mentative he afterward appeared in the defense of his 
principles, he says himself, speaking of his conversion, that 
it was not by strength of argument, or by any particular 
doctrinal disquisition convincing his understanding, that 
he came first to receive and then to bear witness to the 
Truth as maintained by Friends. On the other hand, in 
his father^s case, it was more through the understanding 
and through Scriptural argument, that David Barclay's 
convictions of Gospel Truth were established ; and thus 
we have in father and son examples of the " diversity of 
operations, but the same Spirit '* leading to the conversion 
of each through different channels. Speaking on this 
point, Robert says, *' When I came into the silent assem- 
blies of God's people, I felt a secret power amongst them 
which touched my heart, and as I gave way unto it, I found 
the evil weakening in me and the good raised up, and so I 
became thus knit and united to them, hungering more and 
more after the increase of this power and life." 

When Robert Barclaj' had fully united in fellowship with 
the Friends, a new impulse was imparted to his studies ; 
more thoroughly to perfect himself in Greek and Hebrew 
then became his ardent desire. Feeling that there was a 
desideratum in the Society so long as they had no work 
well fitted to meet the schoolmen in their own logical way 
of examining theological questions, he determined to do 
what he could towards supplying the deficiency. Then came 
a can ful study of the writings and history of the early 
Fathers of the Church. His first work was entitled " Truth 
Cleared of Calumnies." It was in reply to an attack on 
Quakerism by a clergy-man in Aberdeen, and was regarded 
as a work of great vigour. He was at that early time not 
only an uuthor, but a preacher among the Friends, though 
only in his twenty-second year. 

That same year in which Robert Barclay came out as an 
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author, he was married to Christiana Ho11son,the daughter 
of ail Aberdeen merchant ; her religious principles corre- 
sponded with his own, and her mind in other respects suited 
his. Gentle and loving in her social relations, very highly 
and tenderly regarding her excellent father-in-law, kind and 
considerate to the poor, no marvel that she was most cor- 
dially welcomed to Ury by friends as well as retainers. 
This was in 16tO, when Robert Barclay was twentj'^-two 
years of age. In the year 1676 his great work, " Apology 
for the True Christian Divinity, as held and preached by 
the people called Quakers," was published, first in Latin, and 
afterwards, by the author himself translated into English. 

The elder Barclay having fully identified himself with his 
suffering brethren, sought in vain to obtain the release of a 
number who were thrown into the Tolbooth prison for attend- 
ing the religious meetings of the Friends. He thus found 
that though his influence had formerly been so powerful in 
Aberdeen, it was now inefi^ectual when the partisan prepos- 
sessions of the magistrates and the mob went in another 
direction. So when he could do no better for the Friends 
in the Tolbooth, he used to visit them there, to comfort and 
console them, and these occasions were sometimes attended 
by insult to himself. The circumstances which surrounded 
this truly noble man, and the Christian principle and courage 
which supported him, are truthfully and beautifully depicted 
by the American poet Whittier in hii 
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BARCLAY OF URY, 



"Up the streets of Aberdeen, 
By the Kirk and College Greeny 

Rode the Laird of Ury ; 
Close behind hiin, close beside, 
Foul of mouth and evil-eyed, 

Pressed tl:o mob, in fury. 

** Flouted h"m the dnmken churl. 
Jeered at him the s. rving-jjirl. 
Prompt to please Ler master ; 
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And the begging cariin, lat3 
Fed and clothed at Ury's gate. 
Cursed him as he passed her. 

'* Yet, with calm and stately mien. 
Up the streets of Aberdeen 

Came he, slowly riding ; 
And to all he saw and heard 
Answered not with b.tter word, 

Turning not for chiding. 

"Camo a troop with broad swords swfnginf^ 
Bits and bridles sharply ring'ng, 

Loose and free and froward ; 
Quoth the foremost, ' Ride him down ! 
Push him ! prick him ! through the town 

Drive the Quaker coward 1 ' 

*'But from out the thickening crowd 
Cried a sudden voice and loud, 

* BarcUy I IIo I the Barclay I ' 
And the old man at his side 
Saw a comrade, battle-tried, 

Scarred and sunburned darkly ; 

'* Who with ready weapon bare 
Fronting t:) the troopers there. 

Cried aloud, *God save us 1 
Call ye toward him who stood 
Ankle deep in Lutzen blood. 
With the brave Gustavu^ ? ' 

•* * Nay, I do not need thy sword. 
Comrade, mine,* said Ury'slord; 

* Put it up, I pray thee ; 
Pass.ve t ) His holy will, 
Trust I in my Master st 11, 

Even though He slay me. 

** * Pledges of thy love and faith. 
Proved on many a field of death 

Not by me are needed.* 
Marvelled much the henchman bold 
That his laird, so stout of old. 

Now BO meekly pleaded. 
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" ' Wae'B tho day,' he BAdljr said. 
With B hIowIjt shaking heajl. 

And a looL of pit; ; 
'Ury's honest laird reviled. 
Mock of Itnave and sport of child 

lu hU own good city 1 ' 
" 'Bpeak the -word, and master mine^ 
As WB Gh«rjcd on TiUj'a Ine 

And his Walloon laacera, 
Bmiting through their midst we'll teatili 
Civil look and decent speech 

To these boyish prjncers I ' 

'"Marvel not, mine ancirnt fHend, 

L'ke beginning, like the end,' 

Qu<.th the laird of Ury ; 
' Ib the sinful servant more 
Than his gracious Lord, who bore 

Boudsandsiripes in Jewry? 
" ' Happier I, with loss of all, 
IIunt«d, outlawed, held in thrall. 

With few friends to greet me ; 
Than n hen shiieve and squire were seen, 
Hiding out from Abenlecu, 

With bared heads to meet me. 

" 'When each goodwife, o'er and o'er, 

Blessed me as I passed her door j 

And the snooded daughter, 
Through her cascmcut glancing down 
f niilcil on him who bore renown 

From red flclds of slaughter. 

" ' ITanl to feel tho stranger's scoff^ 
Hard the old friends failing off, 

Hard to team fo:^ivIng ; 
But tlio Lnnl His own rewards. 
And His love with tboir accords, 

Warm and fivsh and living. 

" ' TlirouRb this dark and stormy night, 
Faith beholds a feeble light, 
Up tlie blackness streaking ; 
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Knowing God^s own time is best^ 
In a patient hope I rest, 
For the full day breaking I ' 

'* So the Laird of Ury said, 
Turning slow his horse*s head 

Towards the Tolbooth prison ; 
Where through iron gates he heard 
Poor disciples of the Word 

Preach of Christ arisen!" 

At length the time arrived when the Laird of Ury him- 
Belf was committed to the Tolbooth prison, in company 
with a number of his friends. We are told that after three 
months' confinement there, under much oppression and 
many painful circumstances, they were brought up for 
examination. Being fined for the offense of frequenting 
and keeping conventicles, and refusing to pay such fines, 
they were remanded back to their cells, and there they 
remained till the return of Robert Barclay from a religious 
journey in Holland and Germany. That appears to have 
been in 1676, and no doubt when he was at the Court of 
the Palatine, he had spoken of his father ^s confinement to 
the Princess, for in the letter we have previously quoted, 
she says, ** I should admire God's providence if my brother 
could be a means of releasing your father and the forty 
more prisoners in Scotland. Having promised to do his 
best I know he will perform it." Doubtless, Prince Rupert 
did do his best ; and that his exertions were at last suc- 
cessful, we gather from the fact that Robert Barclay, 
on arriving in England from the continent, hastened to 
London, and from thence brought home with him an order 
from the King for the release of his father, and David 
Barclay was forthwith liberated. It is not stated whether 
the order for immediate release extended to the other 
prisoners or not. Be this as it may, it is clear that the 
liberation by royal order was regarded by the authorities 
in Aberdeen as a triumph to the chief prisoner, and as the 
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law against conventicles remained unaltered they deter- 
mined again to act on it. So tliej watched their oppor- 
tunity, and, ere long, coming down on the Friends when 
assembled for Divine Worship, some of them again were 
carried off to prison, among whom was Robert Barclay. 
They did not on this occasion, or ever again, venture to 
imprison his father, that having been looked upon before 
as such an outrage, that it was thought best not to repeat it. 

Tiiat the elder Barclay had been but a short time liber- 
ated from prison before the son was seized, is indicated by 
the dates of existing letters, written by the latter in Aber- 
deen prison, the earliest of which is that one to the Swarthr 
moot' sisters already transcribed. 

In a letter to Archbishop Sharpe, dated from the ^^ Chapel 
prison of Aberdeen, 26th 1st mo., 1677," Robert Barcla}' 
tells him that he was commonly reported as the chief 
author of, and instigator to the persecution then going 
forward against the Friends in that place, adding, " How 
fsLT thou art guilty hereof thine own conscience can best 
tell; but surely such practices, if thou hast either directly 
or indirectly had a hand in them, will neither commend 
thee to God nor to good men. And thou mayst assure 
th3'self thtit the utmost rigour that can be used to us shall 
ndver be able to make us depart from that living precious 
Truth that God in His mercy has revealed unto us, nor 
frighten us from the public profession of it, yea, though wc 
should be pursued to death itself. We doubt not (if wc 
were thus martyred) but God would out of our ashes raise 
witnesses who should outlive all the violence and cruelty of 
man. And, albeit, though thyself should be most inex- 
orable towards us, thou mayst be assured thou wilt not 
receive any evil from us who by the grace of God have 
learned to suffer patiently ; and with our Lord and Master 
to pray for and love our enemies." 

The above letter, as before stated, is dated from " The 
Chapel prison of Aberdeen." His removal there arose from 
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Robert Barclay and some of his friends preaching to the 
populace from the street windows of the Tolbooth. Great 
numbers sometimes collected in the street below to listen 
to their exhortations ; hence they were removed, and closely 
confined in a cold, dark, narrow apartment, the door of 
which opened on the sea ; it was called the Chapel ; in it 
the prisoners had scarcely room for their beds, and could 
not sec to eat their food without candles. From that they 
were released a few months after the date of the above 
letter. But it does not appear that the Archbishop had 
aught to do in setting them at liberty ; it seems to have 
mainly arisen out of a dispute between the magistrates and 
the sheriff. 

George Fox says in his journal that William Penn, 
Robert Barclay, Isabel Yeamans, and other Friends who 
are mentioned, sailed on the 25th of 5th mo., 1677, for 
Holland. It was on the occasion of this continental jour- 
ney that Robert Barclay made his last visit to the Princess. 
Some time after his return home he wrote thus : — 

To Sarah Fell. 

** Ukt, 27th of 8th mo. [10th mo. ], 1678. 

*' Dear S. F., — Some days ago I received both thy letters 
by William Taylor. I return thee this chiefly to try an 
experiment whether letters put in the post-office at Edin- 
burgh will come safely to your hands ; for which end I 
order this that way, and if it hit, let me have by the first 
post an answer, directing it for me, to bo left with David 
Falconer, Merchant, Edinbro. I will not enlarge by this 
because uncertain of its safe conveyance. 

** I have been a prisoner since I left thy sister, but was 
kept only two nights. Patrick Livingstone has been out 
and in again. George Keith and Thomas Mercer were 
taken this day week. 

" From Hollan'l I had last night a letter that gave me 
much satisfaction, in which was one enclosed from Her- 
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warden from Anna Van Home (the Countess) to Lilliar 
Skeine, very loving ; and a short postscript from Elizabeth 
(the Princess), in these words, * Dear friend, I love your 
upright intention to travail in spirit for your friends, 
though unknown to you, and doubt not it will prove 
efficacious to them in the Lord's due time; which is the 
wish of your loving friend, Elizabeth.' I defer other 
matters to further occasion. 

*' My entire love to thy father and mother, to Isabel, my 
dear fellow-traveller, to.Susan and Rachel, also thy Brother 
and Sister Lower, with Leonard and others of my acquaint- 
ance. Thou wilt excuse this briefness at this time, from 
thy very affectionate friend, 

"R. Barci^y." 

The following letter announces the beginning of a happy 
change at Aberdeen in reference to Friends : — 

Robert Barclay to George Fox. 

"Edinburgh, last of 10th mo., 1679. 

** Dear Q. F., — To whom is my unfeigned love in the 
unchangeable Truth, and of whom to hear is always 
refreshful unto me. I know it will be acceptable to thee 
to understand that at last the tedious persecution at 
Aberdeen seems to have come to an end, for Friends have 
had their meetings peaceably near these two months, and 
dear Patrick Livingstone, after having had several peace- 
able meetings, is now come away a noble conqueror from 
that place, and is gone to visit Friends in the West 
country, and then intends homeward by way of Newcastle. 
I doubt not but that Qod will abundantly reward his 
courage and patience, for his stay has been of great service 
to Truth and Friends in these parts. 

'^ I came here at the earnest desire of William Penn, 
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and other Friends, to speak to the Duke of York concern- 
ing the New Jersey business ; but fear there will be little 
eflcctual got done in it. I doubt it has been spoiled in the 
managing at first. 

" I should be very glad, if thy freedom will allow of it, 
to see thee in this country in the spring ; I know it would 
be of groat service, for there are several things that would 
need it ; several things go cross, and are so now in divers 
places; and I know no man's presence could so easily 
remedy it as thine. 

"My dear and entire love is to Margaret and all the 

famil}', and in the love of the unchangeable Truth I 

continue, 

** Thy real friend, 

" R. Barclay." 

The tragical death of Archbishop Sharpe, one of the 
most intolerant of religious persecutors, took place in the 
spring of 107 9. He was murdered in his carriage by a 
band of infuriated Presbyterians, who in the very act of 
assassination reviled him for his persecutions. Neverthe- 
less, the Presbyterians themselves were not in that age free 
from the same spirit. After his violent death some of tbe 
magistrates of Aberdeen seemed equally anxious to crush 
Quakerism out of existence ; however, in higher quarters, 
the tide turning in favour of the Friends, the magistrates 
were obliged to desist. The Princess Elizabeth having 
written to the Duke of York, and Robert Barclay pointing 
out to him the medium through which to exert the needful 
influence, a stop was put to the hostilities against the 
Friends in Aberdeen ; the prison doors at length were 
there and then opened, and never again closed on the 
Quakers, through the steady perseverance with which 
Barclay followed up the matter; but he met with many a 
disappointment before that was effected. Thus he wrote 
to the Princess Elizabeth after his last visit to her court : — 
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'^ Albeit I had no great expectation of success, I resolved 
once more to try thy cousin, the Duke of York. I told 
him that I imderstood from Scotland, notwithstanding 
Lauderdale was there, and iiad promised ere he went to do 
something, tliat our Friends' bonds were mther increased. 
I told him also that there was only one thing now to be 
done, and which was, to write effectually to the Duke of 
Lauderdale in that style wherein Lauderdale might under- 
stand lie was serious in the business, and did really intend 
that the things he did write about should take effect; 
which I knew he might do, and if he would do, I must 
acknowledge as a great kindness. But if he did write, 
and not in this manner so that the other might not sup- 
pose him to be serious, I would rather he would excuse 
himself the trouble. Requesting, withal, that he would 
excuse my plain manner of dealing, as being different 
from the Court way of soliciting. All this he seemed to 
take in good part, and said he would so write as I desired 
for my father and me, but not for the general. So he hath 
give me a letter ; whether it will prove effectual or not I 
cannot determine. 

That letter proved only partially effectual ; but Barclay 
persevered as before stated, till at last the point was fully 
gained by the final liberation of all. 

The business which Robert Barclay in the foregoing 
letter to George Fox said he doubted had been spoiled in 
its ttrst management, had reference to the affairs of East 
New Jersey. From the year 1G76, West New Jersey had 
been under Quaker government. It was then (1G79) legis^ 
lated for, and owned by a number of the Friends, who had 
purchased it from Lord Berkel}-. At the head of these 
was William Penn. And now Penn was anxious that his 
friend Barclay should unite as one of the purchasers of the 
eastern section of the State, the proprietor. Sir George 



346 THE FELLS OF SWARTHMOOB HALL, 

Carteret, having died. The purchase was ultimately con- 
cluded by a company of Scotchmen, composed of Anabap- 
tists and Quakers, Barclay being one of them. In 1683, 
Robert Barclay was appointed Governor of East New 
Jersey, by tlie twelve proprietors, among whom was his 
friend the Earl of Perth. The King confirmed the appoint- 
ment ; and the Royal Commission states : — " Such are the 
known fidelity and capacity of Robert Barclay, that he 
shall have the government during life ; but no other gov- 
ernor after him shall have it longer than for three years." 
Besides being constituted governor for life, Barclay had 
5,000 acres of land above his proprietary share allotted to 
him to retain or bestow at his pleasure. That he accepted 
the appointment with all its responsibilities is sufiScient to 
prove that he looked forward ultimately towards removing 
there ; but in the meantime, not feeling at liberty to leave 
Scotland, he appointed a deputy-governor, and some time 
after he sent over his two brothers with full instructions 
from himself. David, the younger of the two, who was a 
Quaker minister, was very ill at sea, and before reaching 
America he died. In little more than another year, the 
patriarchal Laird of Ury himself was laid low. When he 
felt the hand of death resting on him he said, " I shall 
soon go to the Lord and be gathered to many who arc 
gone before me, and to my dear son," alluding to David. 
As the final hour drew near the expectant servant frequently 
exclaimed " Come, Lord Jesus ; O, come, come, my hope is 
in Thee I " Still nearer to the last, as friends and family 
stood around his bed, looking at them lovingly, he said, 
" IIow precious is the love of God among His children, 
and their love one to another I Thereby shall all men 
know that ye are Christ's disciples if ye love one another I 
How precious it is to see brethren dwell together in love ! 
My love is with you, I leave it among you." Again he 
was heard to say, ** Praises, praises, to the Lord I Let now 
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Thy servant depart in peace. Into Thy hands, O Father, I 
commit niy Boul I Thy will, O Lord, be done on earth as 
lb is in heaven I " 

" These sentences," says Bobert Barclity, " he spoke by 
short intervals, one aft«r another, and then fell asleep like 
a lamb." His body was borne to a new burial-place, on 
bis own estate, selected by himself and prepared when in 
health. The interment took place on the 13th of 10th mo., 
1686. 

Robert Barclay made his last visit to London in iC88, 
accompanied by his brother-in-luw, Sir Ewen Cameron, 
who bod been niarrie<l to his sister Jean ; he also took with 
him his eldest son, Robert, a youth of sixteen, "devoted 
to religion," yet enjoying such glimpses of court life as 
frequent access to Windsor, accompanied by liis father, at 
that time aflbrded. The chief object in this visit to tbe 
metropolis, was to assist in bringing to an amicable close 
a difference between Lis relatives, the Duke of Gordon 
and Sir Ewcn Cameron, which, through King James's 
interposition, was happily necompUshcd. Two years more 
of busy life and happy domestic surroundings elapsed, 
when, after returning home from a religious visit to some 
of the northern parts of -Scotland, he was seized with a 
fever, which soon cut short the thread of life. Feeling a 
great weight of sickness upon him he said, " This I know, 
that whatever exercises may be permitted to come iii>on 
me, they shall turn to Qod^s glory, and my salvation, and 
in that I rest." He died tbe 3rd of 9th mo., 1C90, in the 
forty -second year of his age; and by the side of his 
Cither's remains, at Ury, tbe son's were deposited. His 
excellent and amiable wife survived him thirty-two years, 

Robert Barclay's character has been thus drawu by his 
friend William Penn : — 

" He was distinguished by strong mental powers, partic- 
ularly by groat penetration and a sound accurate judgmenL 
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His talents were much improved by a regular classical 
education. It does not, however, appear that his superior 
qualifications produced that elation of mind which is too 
often their attendant. He was meek, humble, and ready 
to allow others the merit they possessed. All his passions 
were under the most excellent government. Two of his 
Intimate friends, in their character of him, declare that 
they never knew him to be angry. He had the happiness 
of early perceiving the infinite superiority of religion to 
every other attainment; and Divine grace enabled him 
to dedicate his life, and all that he possessed, to promote 
the cause of piety and virtue. For the welfare of his 
friends he was sincerely and warmly concerned; and he 
travelled and wrote much, as well as suffered cheerfully 
in support of the Society and principles to which he had 
conscientiously attached himself. But this was not a blind 
and bigoted attachment. His zeal was tempered with 
charity, and he loved and respected goodness wherever he 
found it. 

" His uncorrupted integrity and liberality of sentiment, 
his great abilities, and the suavity of his disposition, gave 
him much interest with persons of rank and influence, and he 
employed it in a manner that marked the benevolence of 
his heart. He loved peace, and was often instrumental in 
settling disputes, and in producing reconciliation between 
contending parties. In private lite he was equally amiable. 
His conversation was cheerful and instructive. He was a 
dutiful son, an affectionate and faithful husband, a tender 
and careful fatiier, a kind and considerate master. With- 
out exaggeration, it may be said that piety and virtue were 
recommended by his example ; and that though the period 
of his life was short, he had, by aid of Divine grace, most 
wisely and happily improved it." 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

1678—1686. 

SWARTHMOOB ACCOUNT BoOK — ThOMAS LOWEB AND FAMILY 
SETTLED AT MaRSH GbANGE — SaBAH FeLL'S MABKLiLOE — UeB 
INSTRUCTIONS FOB THE MANAGEMENT OF THE WOMEN FrIENCS' 
MEETINGS — LeTT1<:RS FROM SaRAH MeADB TO HER MOTHEB 

AND SISTER — ^Wm. Meade tq Maroaret Fox — George Fox 
TO Thomas Lower about the building of Bwarthmoob 
Heeting-hoube. 

Happily one of the old Swarthmoor account books has 
been discovered, in which the family expenditure is entered 
from 1673 to 1678.'*' It is a curious relic of the times, and 
contains about 225 pages, in Samh FelPs handwriting, 
filled with neatly, well kept entries of moneys received and 
moneys paid out by her for family purposes. Those entries 
give us an interesting insight into the Swarthmoor house- 
keeping, and the current prices of the da}'. The extremely 
low rate of wages is that which strikes one as the most 
remarkable contrast to the present time. The following 
extracts will give an idea of these items : — 

"Extracts from the Swabthmoor Hall Housekeepbb^b 

Book. 

Cash paid by S. jP. 
1673. £ «. d. 

Sept. 25th. To Peggy Dodgson for rubbing, 2 

days, . . • . . . .002 

By money paid sister Lower to pay her 

maid's quarter's wages, . . • .060 



♦ That Swarthmoor Account Book is now in the Thwaite Collec- 
tion. It was accidentally discovered some 60 or 70 years a;;o in a 
small shop in the outskirts of Lancaster. The owner, a descendant 
of Margaret Fell, had it with a quantity of other old Swarthmoor 
papers, ready to paper her wares in. 
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1673. £ 8, d. 

By nione}' pd. for 6 meat dishes and a 

milk dish, 4^ 

By money paid Higgins for bringing 2 

keys of Mother's from Lancaster,' .010 

3^ lbs. butter — her account, . . ' . 8| 

By money paid for five chickens — Mother's 

account, 10 

By money pd. Thos. Benson for dying 2 pr. 
stockings sky colour, df mine, and a petti- 
coat red, of mine, Defaced. 

By money given a man that brought a 
haunch of venison William Kirby sent 
Mother, 16 

B}' money ])d. F. Higgins for carriage of 
straw-case to Lancaster with clap'bread 
for Guli Penn, Defaced. 

By money pd. llicd. Fell for binding and 

lettering the Great Bible, . . .016 

By money pd. for a hat for little Mary Lower 

I gave her, 6 

By mone}' given M, Caton by us 4 sisters 
when we dined at sister Fell's, . .010 

By money Mother gave the servants at 
Swarthmoor when she went towards 
Worcester, 3 6 

For 20 yds. of Cumberland cloth, . .2 

Paid for a vizard mask for myself & a hat. Defaced. 

By money pd. for 1 yd. and nail of black 

paragon for apron for self, . . .020 

Paid for leading strings for little Margaret 

Lower, . . . -. . . .002 

By money pd. for a blue apron and strings 

for myself, 13 

By money pd. for 2 letters to Father, .010 
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1673. £ 8, d. 

By money pd. for a black hood for sister 

Susan, 4 

By money pd. for a black alamcTde whiskc 

for sister Rachel, . . . . .020 

By money pd. for a round whiske for sister 

Susanna, 4 4 

Do. For a little black whiske for myself, 1 10 

By money pd. for carriage to Lancaster of 
a case of c1ai>-bread for Ellis Hooks, . Defaced. 

To money paid for a Dutch spinning wheel 
for sister Kachel, 10 

Paid for a whelp for a sheep dog, . .000^ 

Paid for a sheep dog — Mother's account, .006 

By money paid Father wlien he was going 
to Sedburg, 5 

By money pd. sister Rachel when she and 

Mother went with him, . . . .10 

By money pd. J. Higgins for a fat sheep 

when Wm. Penn was here, . . .076 

By money paid in expenses by mother when 
she went to women's meeting in Lancas- 
ter, and came home by Cartmel, to women's 

meeting there, 5 

1677. 

Dec. 4th. By mo. pd. of the women Friends' 
meeting stock for their order to Isabel 
Strickland, of Cartmel meeting, she being 
sickly, . . . . . . .040 

10th. By money mother gave F. Qajie when she 
was midwife to sister Lower, of Little 
Loveday, .*.... 

By money sister Rachel gave her then. 

By money sister Susanna gave her then, 

By money I gave sister's nurse then, 
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1677. £ 8. d. 

By money to a collection for old Jane 
Woods, pr. Mother, sister Susan, sister 
Kachel, and self, 10 

By money pd. Moses Strickland, coo^jer — 

for coopering — 2 days, . . . . 10 
1678. 

July 29. By mo. pd. William Braitbwait for weed- 
ing com, 2 days, Mother's account, .004 

By mo. pd. Margt. Dodgson for weeding 

com, washing, swingling, weeding the 

garden, working at hay, and other work, 

for 10 weeks — Mother's account, . .066 

Octr. 29th. By money pd. Jane Caton for knitting 

a pr. of stockings for little Wm. Yeamans, 3^ 

By money pd. Issa Newby for working ha}', 

12 days, 16 

By money given towards building Lancaster 
Meeting-house — by Mother, £1 10s. ; Br. 
Lower, £1 10s. ; sister Susanna, sister 
Rachel and myself, 10s. each, . .4 10 

By money pd. for clogging a pr. of clogs 
and for nailes to mend shoos, for my boy, 
Tom Harrison — own account, . . .005^ 
Nov. 15. By money lent llichd. Yourith when 

he went to prison, 18 

By money pd. Jn. Higgins for carrying 
post-letters to Lancaster, and bringing by 
letters — for 1 year, 4 

Cdsh received. 

1677. 

July 19th. To money received for a pr. of plough- 
ing oxen at Hornby fair — Mother's ac- 
count, 10 18 10 
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1677. £ B. d. 

25tli. To money received of Henry Cowan 

and Roger Haydock, that was pd. by bill 

for Edwd. Herle, to whom Bro. Lower 

pd. like value in Cornwall, being his own 

account, 100 

26. To money received of Agnes Wailes for a 

cheese of Mother's that she bought when 

her mo. died, 10 

Oct. 27. To money received of my boy, Tom 

Harrison, to keep for him, . . .017 

Nov, 1st. To mo. received of Wm. Wilson's wife, 

of Ulverston, for 1 peck of seed wheat of 

Mother's, 3 6 

To mo. received of Mother's for a cow hide 

that she killed, 17 

To mo. received for a bullock's hide of Bro. 

Lower's that he killed, . . . . 18 

1678. 

Aug. To money received of Henry Benson (in 

full 4s. 5d.) for ploughing 1 acre of grass 

land, 2 6 

Nov. To money received. of Henry Coward, in 

part, for Iron sold him belonging to Wm. 

Wilson's account, 20 

To money received of Jane Colton, in full, 
for a peck of wheat, . • • . 1 2j 
5th. To money received of Edwd. Brittain 
that I laid down for him, and which 
he gave towards building Lancaster 
Meeting-house, 2 6 

To money received of Roger Haydock that 
Mother sent him to give to the Friends 
in Cheshire that suffered on account of 
her being fined there, but they would not 
take it, so he returned it again ^ . • 20 
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The first date in the book is " 25th September, 1673.'* 
The last date in it is *45th August, 1678." 

It is evident from some of the foregoing entries, that 
Thomas and Mary Lower, with their children, were living 
at Swarthmoor during a part of the time over which they 
extend. This applies to a period prior to 1676 ; for a deed 
of conveyance, still in existence, proves in that year that 
Thomas Lower purchased the estate of Marsh Grange from 
the Fells, and he probably removed to Marsh Grange House 
that same year. Tliis conjecture is confirmed by the fol- 
lowing remarkable narrative, which is taken from the Jour- 
nal of John Banks, of Whinfell Hall, Cumberland: — 

" About this time (1676) a pain struck into my shoulder, 
and gradually fell down into my arm and hand, so that I 
was wholly deprived of their use. The pain increased both 
day and night. For three months I could neither put my 
clothes on nor off — my arm and hand began to wither — I 
applied to some physicians, but could get no ease by any of 
them. At last, while asleep on my bed in the night, I saw 
in a vision, that I was with dear George Fox, and thought 
I said to him, — * George, my faith i3 such that if thou seest 
thy way to lay thy hand upon my shoulder, my arm and 
hand shall be whole throughout.' This remained with me 
for days and nights, so that I felt as if the thing was a true 
vision, and that I must go to George Fox, until at last, 
through much exercise of mind as a great trial of my faith, 
I was made willing to go to him, he being then at Swarth- 
moor, in Lancashire, where there was a meeting. Some 
time after the meeting on First-day, I called him aside out 
of the Hall, and gave him a relation of my dream, showing 
him my arm and hand. In a little time, as we walked together 
silently, he turned about, looking upon me, and lifting up 
his hand, laid it upon my shoulder, saying, — *• The Lord 
strengthen thee both within and without.' I went to ThorncM 
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Lower^Sy of Marsh Orange^ that night, and when I was set 
down to supper, immediately and before I was aware, my 
hand was lifted up to do its ofQce, which it could not do for 
long before. This struck me with great admiration, and 
my heart was broken into tenderness before the Lord. 
The next day I went home with my hand and arm restored 
to its former use and strength, and without pain. The 
next time that George Fox and I met he said, ^ John, thou 
mended?' I answered, 'Yes, very well, in a little time.' 
* Well,' said he, * give God the glory.' " 

In 1681 Sarah Fell was married to William Meade, of 
London. The marriage took place at Devonshire House, in 
4th mo. of that year. I have met with a document written 
by Sarah about a month before that event, which indicates 
that on her had previously devolved the clerkship of Lan- 
cashire Quarterly Meeting. It shows us also at what an 
early date in the society the programme of our women's 
meetings for discipline was settled. The document is as 
follows : — 

" Instructions Jww you may order the business in the Quar^ 

terly Women^s Meeting Book, 

** What business passes in the meeting is to be recorded 
in the book. But you must have a sheet of paper and write 
it tliereon first in the meeting while matters are in discourse ; 
for then things are freshest, and words will rise most suitable 
to answer the matter in hand. At leisure it may be written 
fairly in the book, observing my way and the method I 
have used. 

*' The first business to be done is to call over the Meetings, 
and see that there be some women from every particular 
meeting in the county. In the beginning of the book they 
are entered one after another, by which you may call tliem 
over in order. If there be any meeting that there is no 
women from, that neglect must be taken notice of^ fsu^vL 
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inquiry made into the cause; and if it requires it, they 
should be reproved for their slackness, and desired to be 
more careful for the future. 

" At the meeting which is in the 7th month every year, 
inquiry must be made how it is with the women in every 
particular meeting in the county as to the clearness of their 
testimonies against tithes and unrighteous demands, touch- 
ing the priest's wages and steeple-house repairs, &c., at 
which meeting an account is to be brought from every 
particular meeting in the county, either by word or writing, 
so that you may be satisfied that the Lord's truth and 
power are kept up over their oppression ; and that this 
people be a clear people before Him in truth and upright- 
ness of heart. 

" When any meeting gives account of testimonies 
brought in of women that are added to the meetings, either 
by being convinced of late, or added by marriage into the 
meeting, such testimonies not being recorded in the book 
before, you must record fairly at leisure, as I have done 
formerl}'. About the middle of the book, look, and there 
you will find the women's testimonies in order recorded. 

"If there be any papers of condemnation brought from 
any who have fallen into transgression, if the matter be 
recorded in the book and discoursed on. at the meeting, let 
such papers be fixed in the book witli a wafer, as I have 
done before, as you may see. Whatever good pai>ers or 
epistles of my father's or other Friends, as come to you, 
may be read in tlie meetings from time to time, as there is 
occasion. There are some loose in the book that have 
been read formerly, of which you may get Thomas Dockrcy 
to record the best and suitablest. I* have often had it in 
my mind to record some of them in the book, but had so 
much business, &;c., that I could not get it done, but would 
desire of you that it may not be neglected much longer, 

*' This, in short, is what is in my mind [to say to you] 
at present ; and it is my belief, my confidence, that the Lord 
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God, who supplies all His people with what is needful, will 
fit and furnish you \n His holy wisdom, to perform and 
manage this His work and service as there shall be neces- 
sity-. Unto Him I commit you for strength, wisdom, and 
counsel, to whom be praises for evermore. 

" S. F. 

** 15th of Srd mo., ir.8U 
" For my dear Sisters, Mary Lower, Susanna Fell, and 
Rachel Fell.'' * 

The " testimonies " spoken of in the above were, doubt- 
less, the statements of their principles which individual 
members (in accordance with the yearly meeting's advice) 
had handed in respecting the tithe question, corresponding 
with those mentioned by Margaret Fawcett in 1677. 

The following shows us how much Sarah's executive 
business habits were missed in the family, and that they 
had occasionally after her marriage to apply to her for 
information about pecuniary affairs : — 

SARAn Meade to her Mother. 

"London, 20ih of 10th mo, [Deo. 1,1683. 

" Dear and honoured Mother, — Thine of the 20th instant 
I received last night, and read it to my father, he lodging 
here that night. As to the account betwixt thee and sister 
Susanna, it is thus :— Thou owed her, when I came out of 
the north, £G1 Os. 6d., which she laid out for thee of her 
own money whilst she was in tlie north by herself. And 
before thou went down, more to the amount of £19 Is. 8vl. 
Both suras being £iO 2s. Id- I reckon thou hast paid 
her of it £22 out of my father's part of the forgo monev. 
She had in Thomas Rawllnson's hand £100 ; and thou wiit 
that thou put out for hor, la>t Candlemas, JL40 on Joseph 
Nicholson's land. Both sums lliat thou hast paid her 
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make £62, and now thou owes her £18 2s. Id. This is as 
full and plain an account as I can give, and which I hope 
will be to thv understand iii<? and satisfaction. This much 
I writ you formerly, and you were satisfied with it at that 
time ; but it goes out of your minds again, and seems 
strange to you afterwards. To prevent future mistakes, I 
would advise sister Abraham to put this all down in a 
book. Also the £122 owing to my father. Then, on 
looking into the book, you would see how the account 
stands without the trouble of examining former letters. 

"The weather is very sharp and cold here, it being keen 
frost with some snow. It is pretty hard for poor Friends 
to stand in the street, being kept out of their meeting- 
houses. But the Lord preserves beyond expectation. 
You had need to put on a good store of clothes [such 
weather]. I hope the Lord will preserve thee in health 
and lengthen thy days. He is the only [true] support and 
strength of His children, 

" J. Gildart went out of town yesterday. I have sent 
a box directed to sister Abraham, and within the box at 
top there is a letter for her, mentioning what is sent in the 
box ; to which letter I refer you. Also he hath two parcels 
more — one for sister Lower, and one for sister Yeamans, 
for which orders came after the box was put up. 

" I send with this letter one for sister Lower from 
brother which has lain somewhere by the way, for it should 
have come last week. We thought it long that we heard 
not from him, but suppose the letter was stopped either by 
the stormy weather or some other way. His business here 
lies, as it did, not perfected. The Court has been very 
busy of late ; great wheels move slowly, but we have good 
hopes to effect it in time. 

'' I would have sister Yeamans know that we heard Fr, 
Rogers is married to the young widow that he was about. 
Mary Woolcy much as she was — some hope of her recovery. 
Elizabeth Harris's son, that came from beyond sea, I 
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bear is to marry Mary Wright's young daughter who 
comes to meetings. They are indifferent well at Kingston 
as I hear, — little Margaret Rous pretty well again. We 
are also pretty well here, blessed be the Lord. 

'* My husband, and sister Susanna, and self, present our 
dear respects and duty to thee, and our kind love to 
brother and sisters. 

" I am thy truly loving 

'^ dutiful daughter 

Sarah Meade. *'* 

" The sister Abraham " mentioned above, is Rachel, who 
was married in 1682 to Daniel Abraham. They con tinued, 
at her Mother's desire, to reside at Swarthmoor Hall after 
their marriage. We shall again recur to Rachel's history 
in a future chapter. 

It so happens that the letter to '^sister Abraham,'' 
alluded to as enclosed in the box, has also come into my 
hands, and, as it gives some curious particulars and insight 
into little family matters, and the way in which Sarah's 
home feelings found expression, I gladly give it insertion : — 

Sarah Meade to her sister Rachel Abraham. 

"London, the I9thofl0th [December], JC^S. 

" Dear sister Abraham, — I have endeavoured to fit my 
dear mother with black cloth for a gown, which is very 
good and fine, and as much as Jno. Richards saith is 
enough to the full, 5 yards and half, and what materials as 
he thought was needful to send down, viz^» silk, both sewing 
and stitching, gallowne ribbon, and laces, and I was very 
glad to know what she wanted, for it has been in my mind 
a pretty w^hile to send her and you something, and I could 
not tell what she niii::ht need, or might be most serviceable 
to her, was the reason of my thus long forbearance, and so 
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I desire her acceptance of it, and yours of the small things 
underwritten : — 

** 3 pair of doe skin gloves such as are worn in winter, 
for mother, sister Lower, and thyself: the thickest pair for 
mother if they fit her, but that I leave to you to agree on 
as you please. 

" 1 pair same sort of gloves, for brother Abraham. 

** 4 ells of Holland, for sister Lower and thyself, each 2 ells. 

" 2 pots of balsam, one for my mother, the (ot)her for 
sister Yeamans. 

^^ 3 pocket almanacs, for sister Yeamans, sister Lower, 
and th3'self. 

*^ 1 muslin nightrail for sister Yeamans, which she sent 
for. 

" 100 needles, of which half for sister Yeamans, which 
she sent for, the other half hundred for sister Lower and 
thyself. 

" Sister Susanna, understanding from sister Yeamans 
that Hen : Coward expected something from her, for the 
care he took about her money [though she did not reckon 
herself behind if things on all hands were considered], yet 
as a small acknowledgment of his care and respect in it, 
she hath sent him and his wife each a pair of doeskin gloves, 
which she desires thee to send them with the remembrance 
of her kind love to them. 

" There is [in the box] for sister Lower, which she sent 
to sister Susanna to buy her,— A coloured stuff manteo, 
cost 14s., and 11 3'ards and half of black worsted stuff, at 
2s. per yard, cost 223. Sister Susanna exchanged the old 
20s. piece of gold, as she desired, which yielded 23s. 6d., 
so she is out of purse for her 123. 6d. Black stuff was 
worse to get than coloured, which is now mostly worn; 
but she hath done as well as she can, and hopes it will 
please her; its a strong serviceable stuff. Also sister 
Lower sent for a Bible, for cousin Margery, which sister 
Susanna sends to the child for a token, and hopes it may 
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Buit her well. I feared it was too small a print, but several 
tell us it's fittest for a child, having young eyes, that should 
learn all prints, both small and great. 

** Sister Yeamans sent to me for WilL Yeamans' old 
clothes, that he had left otf wearing, for Ja : Geldart, and 
Dan : Cooper. I have sent for them, but it's such a cross 
way to where he is, they are not yet come, nor I fear will 
not before Ja : Geldart goes out of town ; so I must send her 
them by the carrier, and if they be not worth carriage, I 
cannot help it, it was her own request to have them. She 
mentions Ja : Geldart going that way for them, but it is too 
much out of his way. Tell her she did not lose her needle 
case here, nor in Bridgett's room, that we can hear of. 
Also tell her Mary Frith presents her service to her, and 
takes it kindly that she should send her her fillet. Nought 
else but mine, my husband's and sister's duty to our dear 
mother, and dear and kind love to thee, to brother, and to 
sister Yeamans, and sister Lower. 

^^ I am thy affectionate sister, 

" S. M.'' 

[P.S.] " We advise you to make my mother's cloth gown 
without a skirt, which is very civil, and usually so worn, 
both by 3'oung and old, in stiffened suits. 

*' I send my mother's books and papers, that were in my 
father's chest, as she desired, but my husband wished to 
have the King's grant kept a while longer, seeing there 
will be some occasion for it, about brother Lower's busi- 
ness, and I hope it will be no prejudice to you. Also I 
send my sister Fell's bond, which belongs to the last 
articles she made to my mother ; it was left here through 
some mistake among other papers ; be careful of it and put 
it to the articles of the bargain ; you do not know but you 
may have occasion for it hereafter. I have put it in the 
paper among your gloves, where thou may find it." * 
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" Brother Lower's business," above alluded to, was no 
less tlian a sentence of premunire which had been pro- 
nounced by magistrates in Cornwall against Thomas Lower. 
He went there to transact some business in 1683, and tem- 
porarily took up his abode at the old family residence at 
Tregangreeves, wliere, with some other Friends, he held a 
religious meeting, open to those neighbours who chose to 
attend. On that occasion he and two others were appre- 
hended and taken before the justices at Gram pound, where, 
almost without a hearing, they were all premunired — thus 
sentenced to be imprisoned for life. For three years 
Thomas Lower remained a prisoner, till released by royal 
proclamation in 1686. 

The next letter, written about five months after the 
foregoing, informs us of other interesting family events :— 

Sabah Meade to her Mother. 

London, 17th Srd mo, [May], I684, 

" Dear and honoured Mother, — My dear husband gave 
thee an account last week how mercifully the Lord hath 
been pleased to deal with us ; and being indifferent well at 
that time, I now write a few lines myself that thou might 
know how it is with us. 

" My sweet babe has been very likely thus far, and is 
thriving as much as could be expected in the time. He 
has been a little forward this day and last night, but I 
hope it is but wind, and that he will soon be better again. 
I am fine and well, and endeavouring to nurse, if the Lord 
give me [ability and strength], but the weather is hot at 
present, and so may be some hindrance. He is a fine child, 
and we desire never to forget the Lord's mercy in giving 
him, and that we may resign him to the Lord, committing 
him to His arms, who is able as He pleases to give life and 
health, and unto whom we are to be subject in all things. 

*' Sister Rous and all her children are in town, and 
indifferent well, as is Father. We have yours by H. 
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Conrad. I cannot enlarge only to add my husband's and 

sister's affectionate duty and respect to thee, with our kind 

love to brother and sisters. 

" I am thy dutiful daughter, 

" S. M. 

" Francis Kent staj-ed with me a week after I was laid. 
She is a fine woman ; it was the Lord sent her to me." * 

The letter which follows, written about two months 
later, is the first I have met with from Gooseyes, the coun- 
try residence of the Meades in Essex : — 

Sabah Meade to her Sister Rachel Abraham. 

** Gooseyes, Wth of Cthmo. [July,] I684. 

*'Dear Sister, — This may advise you that w^e received 
both of my dear mother's letters written lately from 
Swarthmoor and from Lancaster, by which we perceive 
the spoil the wicked men make. I question not but the 
Lord will fit His people for [bearing] these things, and 
reward them for what is suffered upon His account ; unto 
Him we must fly, and call upon II im in every time of trial. 
Blessed be His name. He still affords 11 is living power and 
presence to His people, which are more than outward 
things; and lie will reward His enemies in His own due 
time. 

"As for the pardon mother writes for. Councillor Dormer 
hath seen it, and says it will not signify much as to what 
she mentions ; for though they prosecute her by the name 
of Margaret Fell, that will not be for positive against 
them, she being still the same person, and went once under 
that name. My husband thinks it will be to no purpose to 
throw away money on that account : nevertheless I shall 
take care to have it sent to you against the assizes. 

" We heard from father this week ; he was well at 
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Amsterdam, and expected to return to England in two or 
three weeks. Care shall be taken that the £30 shall be 
paid to 30ung Thomas Greaves at the time thou desires. 
I take thy care in getting in the forge money very kindly; 
it would be hard to get it if not looked after carefully by 
some one in the country. Since you have got 30s. of that 
ill smith, do not use any severe course for the remainder ; 
but if you cannot get it by fair means it must be lost, and 
I shall abate it out of that which is due to me. But I do 
entreat thee to pursue the getting the £10 lOs. from 
J. Marshall, for it is time it were paid. It must be called 
hard for, for when some begin to linger in paying they are 
mighty loath to do it at all. 

"We are well, and the child thrives — blessed be the 
Lord for all Ilis mercies. I heard from sister Rous this 
week; she and her family were well, as is also little 
William Yeamans, from whom I had a letter this day. 

" My dear husband, sister Susanna, and myself, present 

our duty and true love, and respects to our dear mother, 

and our kind love to thee and thy husband, and to sister 

Lower with her children, blessing the Lord for all your 

healths and welfare. 

" I am thy truly loving 

" and affectionate Sister, 

"S. M.''* 

" The spoil the wicked men make," referred to in the 
above, is further detailed by Margaret Fox herself, who 
thus writes of the cruel and oppressive proceedings which 
marked that dark period. 

" When my husband was from home, it being a time of 
great persecution by informers, the justices of our county 
were very severe, and much bent against me, because I 
kept a meeting at my house, so they did not fine the house 
as his, he being absent, but fined it as mine, as being the 

* From the original in the collection of James Dix. 
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widow of Judge Fell. They fined me £20 for the house, 
and £20 for speaking in the meeting, and then fined me £40 
the second time for speaking. They also fined some other 
Friends for speaking, £20 the first time, and £40 for the 
second time, and when some were not able to pay, they 
fined others for them ; and they made great spoil amongst 
Friends by distraining and selling their goods, sometimes 
for less than half their value; they took [at that time] 
thirty head of cattle from me. Their intentions were to 
ruin us and weary us out, and to enrich themselves ; but 
the Lord prevented them." 

The following letter from Sarah to her mother, was 
written eight months after the preceding one : — 

Sarau Meade to Mabqaret Fox. 

"GoosEYES, theSOth, Utmo, [March], 16S5. 
" Dear and honoured Mother, — This is to give thee, with 
the rest of our relations, an account that my husband, sister 
Susanna, little Nathaniel, and myself, with our family, &c., 
are this day come well to Gooseyes. It proved a very 
warm pleasant day so that I hope the ciiild hath not taken 
cold ; he is much belter in his health than when you left 
him, and his cold much abated. I hope the country air 
may agree with the child, and with us all. Sister Susanna 
is also better and stronger then when you went from 
London. Brother Lower went towards Cornwall on Fourth 
day, and father went towards Enfield, to Edward Mann's. 
Brother Lower would have his wife to know that the mops 
and box were put aboard with the other goods for Liver- 
pool, and he spoke with the master of the ship, who told 
him he would have 353. for the freight of the goods, and 
that he never had less than Is. apiece for carrying a chair, 
so that their chairs will stand them in 7s. apiece at least. 
Your box for Lancashire is sent with the carrier this day, 
with a box of Barbadoes China oranges, that brother Rous 
sends you, viz : — two dozen to thee and sister Abraham, 
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and two dozen for sister Lower and her children^ I 
suppose they will be at Lancaster on next Third day, come 
a week. I could get no loose pins for sister (though I sent 
Mary to Will She wen's for them, but they had none) so I 
bought her pins in papers, and there is a parcel which W. 
Shewen sent thee for a token. Brother Lower was to see 
after some looking-glasses for sister Lower, as she desired 
at Salisbury Court, and they promised to send some in 
next day, but none came, nor we could not tell where to 
enquire for them, so none are sent her in the box. AH 
things else that she desired, I think, are sent her, which 
brother paid me for. I spoke with Robert Barclay yester- 
day on thy business ; he said he had spoken to the Secre- 
tary about it twice, but he durst not speak to the King in 
it, so that I fear little will be done but what will be general ; 
he said he would write to thee himself about it. The sick- 
ness among the soldiers we hear abates. The bill of mor- 
tality was decreased last week 91. We shall long to hear of 
your good journey, and getting well to your own homes 
and finding our dear relations there in health. My dear 
husband gives you the remembrance of his love, and true 
respects, and the [impression ofj peace, good sense, and 
satisfaction, that he hath every way of you, will not easily 
be obliterated. Also my sisters and myself do remember 
our dear respect and duty unto thee, and dear and kind 
love to sister Lower, brother and sister Abraham, and being 
in haste, only add that I am, 

" Thy dutiful daughter, 

" S. M."* 

Endorsed : — " Aunt Meade's letter to my honoured grand- 
mother. II J, Abraham,'''' 

By remarks in the above letter, about Thomas Lower 
making purchases in London for his wife, it will be per- 
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ccived there was a break in his incarceration. The fact is, 
he had by special favour been permitted to go to see his 
family, and from thence come up to London for a short 
time, soon returning again to his Cornish prison, with the 
sentence of prcmunire still hanging over him. It is very 
probable that, like George Fox, he thought that to sue for 
or to accept a pardon from the King, was by implication 
an acknowledgment that he had done wrong. He was not 
freed from the heavy sentence of perpetual imprisonment 
and confiscation of all his property, till James II., on 
William Penn^s solicitation, in 1686, by a general procla- 
mation, released all the Friends and others throughout the 
kingdom, who were under the ban of premunire or other- 
wise imprisoned for matters of conscience. Then Thomas 
Lower was enabled joyfully to return to his family at 
Marsh Grange, and the spirit of religious persecution 
around Swarthmoor and elsewhere received a check. 

The house at Marsh Grange,* which was tlie ancestral 
residence of the Askews and afterwards the homeoftlie 
Lowers, was formerly larger than at present, a wing at each 
side of the main building having been removed. It is a fine 
old place, situated near the estuary of the Duddon, not far 
from Kirk by Irleth. Tiie windows have recently been 
modernized, but otherwise the premises give a good idea of 
what they were in Thomas Lower's time. 

On the 20th of 1st mo., 1686, Sarah Meade, writing to her 
mother from London, says: 

" I wrote thee last week, and sent thee the King's general 
pardon, and a copy of a particular order for Friends, which 
the King has since signed with his own hand, and has 
directed it to the attorney-general, who is to send out 
particular orders to every county, which Friends are now 
about getting out, in order to be sent into the counties, as 
soon as they can be finished." 

* See frontispiece. 
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About two weeks later she writes from Gooseyes : — ^^ We 
received brother Abraham's letter of the 25th of last month, 
and are glad the King's proclamation that we sent did 
Friends service. We came to this place last Fifth-day, and 
got well hither with our child, for which praised be the 
Lord." She then enters into a mother's anxious details 
respecting the health of her darling boy, which had been 
recently out of order, adding : — " I am a little fearful of him 
still, though he is pretty cheerful. We give him strength- 
ening things, but he diinks spring water yet, which we have 
thought has done well with him. I earnestly desire thy 
prayers to the Lord for his preservation that he may be an 
instrument in his hand to promote His glory. "f 

Undisturbed peace in Swarthmoor meetings, so far as 
magisterial interference was concerned, succeeded for a time 
the authoritative mandate of tlie King ; but another source 
of annoyance arose within the family, as indicated in the 
following from — 

William Meade to Margaret Fox. 

"Gooseyes, the 10th of the Snd mon% 16S7, 

*'Dear Mother, — We have thine of the 2l8t of the last 
month, and as to that part which concerns me to answer, I 
say, as before, £110 per annum is thy due from thy daughter 
Fell, she having not given thee security for the £100 ac- 
cording to the articles ; but whether it be worth thy while 
to refuse the £50 for the sake of the other £5 for the first 
half-year, seeing if thou do, then thou must bring leases of 
ejectment against all the tenants, and there being so many 
small ones it will be a great charge, of this thou art best 
able to judge ; but she will pay thee nothing during the suit, 
so that upon the whole, 'tis my judgment, thou hadst better 

t All the above extracts are from letters in John Abraham's 
CoUcjtiou. 
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lose the £10 a year, for peace sake, as thou hast done for- 
merly. Thy receiving £50 of her, for half a year, only binds 
thee for the time thou so receives it, but thou hast liberty 
to come in for the £110 per annum for the succeeding years 
if thou please. As to her stopping the footway to Ulverstone, 
it having been of so long continuance, 'tis thy right, and 
thy family's going from thy house, free egress and regress, 
as well as from theirs, wherefore thou mayst demand it of 
them as thy right, which will be greatly to her shame and 
reproach if she refuse it, and if she be so perverse as to do 
so, you had better peaceably suffer it, and go further about, 
than to begin a suit which doth but gratify her quarrelsome 
mind ; however, maintain your right by words and arguments 
as far as you can with her, and as for her locking up the 
gates, take witness of it, and demand of her to open them 
to let you go forth ; and if she refuse, break open the lock 
and get the gates opened, taking good witness of what you 
do, and put it in writing with the witnesses' hands to it, for 
she may as well lock you in your own house, as stop you 
from the passage of the gates, in and out ; but before you 
break open the lock, read this declaration herewith sent thee, 
and thou mayst go to the next Justice, and complain that 
Friends are kept out of their usual meeting-house, contrary 
to the King's command herein mentioned. My father would 
have my brother Lower, now he is providing stone and slate, 
to provide the quantity that is fitting for repair at Pettis. 
I know not, but I have fully answered that part of thy letter 
which concerns me. I write this latter part at London, all 
being well at Goosey es. 

My duty is to thee, and love to brothers and sisters, 
remaining thy dearly respectful and obedient son, 

" Wm. Meadb." 

Sarah adds a few lines, addressed to her sister Rachel, 
in which she says : — 
"I sent a box per Ja : Qeldart, which was for brother 
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Lower ; 21bs. of chocoletta for my dear mother and thyself, 
with two books of testimonies touching Ana Whitcheade. 
I hope you have received them.''* 

The place alluded to in the foregoing letter, under the 
name of Pettis, was a dwelling-house and out-offices, with 
three or four acres of land, near Swarthmoor Hall, which 
George Fox had purchased. His object in that will be 
explained by the following extract from a letter addressed 
by him to Thomas Lower, a short time before the date of 
the above : — 

Oeorqe Fox to Thomas Lower. 

** Kingston-on-Thames, i5<A l^mo,, 16S6, 

" I offer and give up freely to the Lord for the service of 
His sons and daughters, and servants called Quakers, the 
house and houses, barn and kiln, stable, and -all the land, 
with the garden and orchard, being about three acres of 
land, more or less, with all the commonage, great turfing, 
moss, with whatsoever privileges belonging to it, called 
Pettis at Swarthmoor, in the parish of Ulverstone. And 
also my ebony bedstead, with painted curtains, and the 
great elbowchair that Robert Widder sent me, and my 
great sea case with the bottles in it. I do give, to stand 
in the house as heir-looms, when the house shall be made 
use of as a meeting-place, so tliat Friends [who go to lodge 
there] may have a bed to lie on, a chair to sit on, and a 
bottle to hold a little water to drink. 

" The land is free from all tithes, and it may keep the 
meeting-house in order and repair. Let the rent of the 
ground and malt-house maintain the meeting-house, which 
may be made either from the barn, or the house as the 
Lord shall let Friends see which is best. Slate it and pave 
the way to it and about it, that Friends may go dry to 

* From the ori;;iual in John Abraham's Collection. 
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their mooting. You may lot any poor honest Friend live 
in tho Louse, and so let it all be for the Lord's service, to 
tho cud of the world. Let Friends make as safe and firm 
writings concerning it as they can, and let John Rous, and 
Thomas Lover, and William Meade, and Daniel Abrabam 
be trustees to settle this, with some [Friends] of tho 
monthly meeting of Swarthmoor, and some of the quarteriy 
meeting of Lancaster, tliat so Friends may be sure of a 
meeting-house for ever that is free, and will maintain itself, 
and which is the Lord's."* 

Swarthmoor meeting-house, thus built and endowed by 
George Fox, has latterly lost much of its antique air by the 
removal of the ancient windows. But " the great elbow 
chair " that Kobert Widder seat Qeorge Fox is there still ; 
and also another that came from Swarthmoor Hall. Both are 
of richly-carved oak. The remains of the ebony bedstead 
are also to be seen. And George Fox's folio Bible is 
there, with a chain by which it was formerly attached to 
the preacher's gallery. 



CHAPTER XXVL 

1670—1684. 
Joira Adrahau'b LETTzns to HAnoARBT Pox— M. P. to J. A. — 
Daniel Auuaiiaic to ItACiiEL Pm-i^-TflEia Harriaoe — 
Qeokob Pox tu H&iioaket Pox — Danieij Abraham to uia 
Wife— Skktcii of Leonard Pell— Subamna Fell to ueb 
SiSTEK — John Ruua to Maiioabet Fox. 

TnE Abraham liimily, which became connected with the 
Fells a few months after Sarah's union with William 
Meade, now claims attcntiou. 

John Abraliara (or yet more anciently, Abni^ham), 
father of Rachel Fell's future husband, was a Manchester 

" From the Benwui CoUixiticm. 
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merchant. He was son of Richard Abraham, of Warring- 
ton, not far from the township of Abram. In his early 
days he is said to have been an officer in the army of the 
Commonwealth. Of his first acquaintance with Friends 
and adoption of their principles we have no account, but 
in the early records of the Society he is spoken of as a 
minister who had in the exercise of his gift travelled in 
Ireland and Scotland. His earliest letter that remains is 
addressed to Margaret Fell, but it is without date ; another 
also to her is preserved which was written in 1670. Both 
are in the Devonshire House Collection : — 

John Abraham to Margaret Fell. 

" M. F. — In dear love do I salute thee. Ah 1 thou my 
dear friend, let thy prayers be for me, that I may be pre- 
served out the snares and cunning might of the devil, who 
is ready to betray the harmless and innocent. Truly, 
Margaret, my very heart is ready to melt, and my eyes are 
filled with tears, when I consider what I am to pass 
through in my outward tread, lest that the little and tender 
ones of the Lord should any way suffer [through me]. 
The gift of the Lord is so dear to me that a thousand 
worlds are not to be valued with it. Let me not be out of 
thy remembrance, but let thy prayers be often for me who 
am desirous to go on, though thorny be the way and it be 
with weeping. I desire thee to remember my love to thy 
daughter Margaret. 

" John Abraham.^' 

John Abraham to Maroabet Fox. 

S4th of 10th mo., 1670. 

" My dear Friend, — I had thoughts I might have seen 
thee this month, hoping to be at next quarterly meeting, 
which thing I earnestly desired, but I am disenabled by 
weakness and sickness and pain, and could desire my 
itiends at the meeting to know of it. 
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" I did send 15s. to Richard Clayton for a poor man, 
which I suppose Richard received. And some days ago I 
sent Hs. more, witli a letter to acquaint the Friends how it 
is with me; but not knowing how that letter may be 
disposed of I write again, that Friends may know of it. 

'* Cuthbert Hand wrote to me again and did not take 
that for an answer thou sent. Though he was fully 
answered, but lest a fool be wise in his own conceit I did 
answer him again, and through the power of the Lord, I 
think to the purpose. With great zeal in my heart I 
wrote, for Goliath-like he defied the whole Israel of Ood. 
I did not flatter him. For I say the zeal of Ood was in 
my heart ; though he challenged all the Quakers as he 
called them, and said none could answer him. But I 
proved him to be a liar, and told him that now one of the 
least of God's people had answered him. If I had had 
convenient time I had sent one of the books to thee before 
I put them forth. 

" Dear and well beloved friend of my soul, farewell with 
all the upright in heart. '^ John Abraham. " 

The next letter is dated upwards of ten years after the 
foregoing. It indicates that John Abraham had written to 
Margaret Fox respecting some objection she seems to 
have exhibited to the suit of his son Daniel, who was 
attached to Rachel : — 

Margaret Fox to John Abraham. 

"London, 17th of SrdnuK [May], 16S1. 
"J. A., dear Friend, — In the holy precious pure Truth 
which remains for ever, is my eternal love remembered 
unto thee ; and glad I am to hear of thy recovery. I hope 
and desire the Lord may lengthen thy days, prolong thy 
life, and preserve thee for his honour and service; that 
thou may be an instrument in His hand for His glory yet 
longer, as thou hast been for many years past. It is my 
joy to hear that the Lord's work prospers amongst you. 
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My desire is that His name may be glorious in the earth, 
and that His blessed Truth may more and more increase. 

" We are all well, through mercy. My husband's dear 
love is unto thee. We know not when we may return 
home, for the last term our adversaries did not appear 
against us ; but the next term, which begins next week, we 
expect they will prosecute eithelr for our bodies or goods. 
We are given up to the will of the Lord, believing all 
these things will work together for good, knowing He 
suffereth nothing to befall His children but what shall be 
for His honour and their [ultimate] comfort How then 
can these things seem hard, for He is on our side and will 
plead the cause of His innocent people, and will not always 
suffer the rod of the wicked to be laid on the back of the 
righteous. 

*'As to what thou writest about — ^to have my answer in, 
and to know what I can object to the concern mentioned — 
[I may say] — things of that nature are not fit to be 
committed to paper, but to be discoursed of face to face. 

"My dear love is to Kalph Ridgway and his wife. I 
account myself very much obliged to them for sparing 
their daughter so long to accompany my daughter Susanna. 
Friends here are generally well and meetings peaceable at 
present, but in all likelihood persecution is approaching. 
The will of the Lord be done, saith my soul I He can turn 
the wrath of man to his glory, and the rest He will restrain. 

" This is the most at present, but the remembrance of 

my daughter's love to thee. I am in some haste, having 

other letters to write, so must conclude. 

" Thy dear friend in the Holy Truth, 

" M. F." 
The letter is thus addressed : — 

" To Ralph Ridgway, Hosier, " Give this to 

at his shop in Manchester, these John Abraham."* 

D D Lancashire." 

* From the original in the Spence Collection. 
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The concern to which John Abraham wished to know 
what Margaret Fox could object, was Daniel Abraham's 
upplication lor her daughter Rachel. That he was nine 
years younger than the lady he wished to make his bride 
(he being twenty and Rachel twenty-nine) was quite 
enough to awaken some hesitation on the mother's part ; 
though the young man himself and his father could see no 
sufficient cause for objection in that fact 

John Abraham died the month following the date of the 
above letter ; so that the recovery on which M. F. congratu- 
lates him was only a temporary improvement. He left 
three children, Daniel, Mary, and another daughter, who 
was married to a Pem1)erton, and with her husband 
removed to William Penn's new and rising Quaker colony, 
Pennsylvania.* Mary was married to Edward Cheetham, 
who belonged to a well-known Manchester family. That 
Daniel's suit prospered ere long, notwithstanding the dis- 
parity in their ages, is evident by the following letter : — 

Daniel Abraham to Rachel Fell. 

** Manchester, 26th 10th mo., 1681. 

"My entirely afTectionate R. F., — Can any love be so 
firm and constant as that which is excited by and derived 
from something which is immutable, and in its progress 
doth not allow of any waverhig ?" 

"Dear Rachel, to declare the nature and full extent of 
that central abiding love, the course and motion whereof 
is in no wise to be stopped, neither the warmness of its 
stream refrigerated by length of time or distance of place 
to theeward would be going about to define that which is 
too amply felt to allow of any definition. Although the 



♦ It was to Phineas Peml)erton that John Abraham^s daughter 
was married. He a::d ]iis wife emigrated to America in 1682. In 
1697 he was a member of tho Pennsylvania Council, and Speaker of 
the Provincial Assembly. lie died in 1702. 
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enjoyment of the company one of another may possibly 
communicate more heat to the already quickened afTection, 
yet methinks I find a daily increase of true and ardent 
love pressing much for the more full accomplishment of 
that which at present may be but seen at a distance. 

" Dear Rachel, inasmuch as I think it will be satisfactory 
to thee, it is delightsome to me to give thee an account 
that I got well home and lodged at Preston the first night 
after my departure from Swarthmoor Hall. For thy satis- 
faction only, I was willing that Joseph should have accom- 
panied me behind Lancaster, but he was prevented by thy 
horse casting a shoe. I cannot tell but I may see thee at 
Quarter meeting. So in that love which is firm and 
abiding, dear Rachel, I take my leave until another oppor- 
tunity. 

" Thy truly affectionate friend, 

" D. A." 
Thus directed : — 

" This to Rachel Fell, at Swarthmoor Hall, 

in Furness, Lancashire, D D D.''* 

Rachel Fell was married to Daniel Abraham at Swarth- 
moor Uall on the 7th of 1st mo. (March) 1682.t 

George Fox was so much from home in connection with 
the establishment of Friends' religious discipline throughout 
the English nation, as well as occasional visits to Ireland, 
Scotland, and Holland, that it was no wonder his wife was 
anxious to have one of her sons-in-law to reside at the Hall. 
After Rachel had determined on accepting Daniel Abraham 
as her husband, he consented to the arrangement that 
Swarthmoor Hall should be his and his wife's residence, 
and accordingly he purchased the property. 

The following letter, written during the interval between 
Sarah's marriage and Rachel's, shows us that George Fox, 

♦ From th3 orig'nal in (he Th'rnbeck Collection. 

f For D. and R. Abraham's marriage certificate, sec Append'x D. 
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though absent, did not fail to exert himself in exposing, and 
as much as possible preventing, the magisterial persecutors 
from preying illegally and secretly on the Swarthmoor 
property : — 

George Fox to his Wn^ 

"London, SGthSth mcy 1681. 

*' Dearly beloved, — There is a Mimour here that one of the 
Justice Kirby's (but which I cannot tell) took one of our 
fat oxen and killed him for his own table in his own house, 
which [oxen] was distrained and taken away from thee for 
your meeting at Swarthmoor. Now, of the truth of this I 
desire to know, and with a witness* or two to prove it. It 
is said the Chief Justice mentioned on the bench that a 
Justice of Peace had taken an ox that was distrained for the 
King, and killed him in his own house, and that he (the Chief 
Justice) showed his dislike to such doings. And also it is 
said when thou went out, or sent to, Justice Kirby to put 
in thy appeal, that he refused to take it. If this was true 
I desire to know, for Justices of Peace do not deny appeals 
here. 

** And likewise we did hear that when they distrained the 
goods, thou or some of the family demanded a copy of the 
warrant, but they would neither give a copy nor show the 
warrant. Of this I desire to know the truth, and the names 
[of the actors], with two or three witnesses to establish every 
word. And also the names of all those that drove away our 
cattle and goods ; and get copies of all the warrants if thou 
canst, with the day and month when distress was made. 
And whether any Justice of Peace did make conviction 
behind thy back, or whether thou and the informer and 
officers were face to face before the Justice of Peace that 
made the conviction. And whether thou didst proffer the 
Justice to put in thy appeal within the time limited by the 
Act, and whether any Justice denied thee within that time. 
And I desire to know of what qualification and conversation 
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the informers were, and the names of all those oiBcers and 
informers who have [been instrumental in] taking away our 
goods in my absence. 

"And also J hear that M. Woodburn. sent a company to 
board in the house, who broke into the barns and seized a 
[word not intelligible] of corn, and drove away all the rest 
of the beasts, and have not left so much as a cow to give thee 
milk. Now by what ordoc [they did this] and whence they 
had it I would know of thee ; and whether they did show 
thee any order, and what date it bears. 

" These things have made a strange rumour here ; that 
now in thy ancient days there should not be cither ox or cow 
left at Swarthmoor, through means of informers, and M. 
Woodburn 's proceedings in my absence. Therefore, sweet- 
heart, I do intreat thee let me soon know the truth of all 
these things, and what thou writes let it be proved by wit- 
nesses. 

" Thy faithful husband, 

" George Fox.* 
" The Lord preserve thy soul in 

patience through all thy sufferings, 

troubles, and trials." 

We have no particular mention of Daniel Abraham, from 
the time of his marriage till, with many other Friends, he 
was taken prisoner early in 1684, under the Conventicle Act. 
On this occasion he thus writes to his wife : — 

Daniel Abraham to his Wife. 

** Lancaster Castle, 12th Utino,, J684, 

" My dear, — I am, through mercy, come very well to Lan- 
caster, both in health of body and contentedness of mind. 
We rode post but had tide time enough over the Sands. 
The constable appeared kind to me ; and when we came to 



* From Caroliuo Benson's Collection of Swar;hmoor Letters. 
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Lancaster, he, went to his usual inn, and I went to Judah 
Yates. After I had got some meat and drink, and refreshed 
myself therewith, I went to Henry Coward's house, where 
I found Boger Haddock, Kichard Johnson, and Joshua 
Crosby, whom I was glad to meet so conveniently that I 
might take their advice. I perceive they never lay at night in 
the castle since tbe time of their first commitment, but I sup- 
pose it hath not been without a consideration. It was 
Roger's judgment concerning me, that the gaoler would not 
offer to put me into the castle, but, contrarywise, he did not 
so much as give me the proffer of his house, nor did his wife. 
The gaoler was very high and rough, and said we were a 
stubborn, rebellious people or such-like words, and that we 
put the country to great charge and trouble in carrying us 
to and fro. He ordered the constable to carry me up to the 
castle, where I now remain with Friends in Thomas Sherrah's 
room, where I perceive the Friends that are in the castle 
must be together during the time of the assizes, and with 
whom I can in contentedness abide, through the Lord's 
assistance, if further enlargement be not offered upon such 
terms as, in the clearness of my spirit without bringing any 
dishonour on Truth, I may accept. 

" Since writing the above, came Roger Haddock, Richard 
Johnson, and Leonard Fell into the castle to see me, and 
after they had stayed somewhat they went to go into the 
town. But the turnkey refused to let them, for the con- 
stable had secretly delivered to the gaoler the former 
mittimus against Leonard Fell, and so he was taken 
prisoner. Had he not come hither, I understand they 
could not have taken him at tliis time. 

" I shall be satisfied, however I be disposed of, having 
the company of good Friends, which is delightsome to me. 
I think to give thee a full account by Dan Cooper how we 
are to be disposed of. I desire thou wilt not take too much 
thought for me, but rest satisfied in that which is able to 
preserve us whether together or asunder. 
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" Remember my very dear love to our tender mother, to 
Bister Lower, and to Friends of our meeting as if namedv 

" Thy dear and affectionate husband, 

"Daniel Abraham."* 

Leonard Fell, of whose imprisonment Daniel Abraham 
informs his wife, and whose name has so often been intro- 
duced in foregoing letters, was the son of Thomas Fell, and 
resided at Beckliff, or Baycliff, not far from Swarthmoor. 
We find that in thie old parish registers the Judge is styled 
" Thomas Fell, Esquire," and Leonard's father, " Thomas 
Fell, Gentleman." In what degree of affinity they stood 
to one another, or if any, does not appear ; but Leonard at 
one time resided at Swarthmoor Hall in some situation of 
trust ; and whether relative or not, he was a warm devoted 
fk-iend to Margaret Fell throughout his life. He was 
married but had no family. 

He travelled much through England as a preacher, and 
fearless of all that persecutors could do, hopefully and 
joj'fully spread the gospel of salvation, peace, and love. His 
preaching appears to have been more of an earnest loving- 
character than argumentative or doctrinal. As related by 
R. Ecroyd, he often used the following expressions in 
exhortation: — "Be faithful, just, and true Friends! — Be 
faithful, just and true, in life and conversation, in words 
and declaration." 

The following letter, addressed to his friend at Swarth- 
moor, seems to belong to an early period of his ministry; 
but being without date, the time to which it relates cannot 
be exactly ascertained :— 

Leonard Fell and Leonard Addison to Margaret Fell. 

" Dear sister, — We thy brethren, Leonard Fell and Leon- 
ard Addison, salute thee and all thy faithful family, in the 
eternacl love of our God. Dear sister, we received thy 



From the original in the Miller Collection. 
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letter in Carleton, at a meeting on the Sixth-day of the 
week, being the 15th day of the 4th month, and near unto 
a river-side called Tees. We were much refreshed to hear 
from thee. We have had four meetings this week, and the 
next First-day we are to be at a meeting at [word unintelli- 
gible]. Joy is in the land, for the harvest is great in these 
parts, though the labourers are few. Pray thou, therefore, 
the Lord of the harvest to send forth more labourers into 
His harvest. Many tender plants there are here which 
have been much refreshed — praises be to the Lord I The 
mighty power of our God goes with us."* 

The above letter is thus directed : — 
" For the hands of Margaret Fell at Swarthmoor. To be 
delivered to George Fellows, and he to deliver it as above." 

In 1070, when persecution was assailing them on all 
sides, Leonard Fell wrote an epistle to Friends, encour- 
aging them to maintain their religious principles faithfully 
without fear of man. He says : — 

'^ Look not at sufferings, but look to the Lord, who is 
able to deliver. Did the Lord ever leave or forsake His 
people in a suffering condition, that stood for His name, or 
gave up themselves freely to whatever persecutors could 
do ? Friends 1 be of a noble mind, and valiant for the Truth 
upon earth I Trials come, that the chaff may be separated 
from the wheat ; for they who are of the noble seed will not 
be treacherous nor false-hearted, but will have a faithful 
respect to the honour of God. Why need you fear any but 
the Lord God that made heaven and earth ? I dare be bold 
to speak in the name of the Lord, that he will bring a 
calm. Let your confidence be in the Lord God ; trust in 
Ilis arm, and let Ilim be your shield." He was one among 
many in that day, who seemed to lose all fear of man in 
zeal for God. " It is related of Leonard Fell that as he 



* From the original in the Devonshire House Collection. 
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was travelling alone, he was accosted by a highwayman 
who demanded his money, which he gave him. He next 
required his horse, and the rider dismounted, and let him 
take it also ; but before the robber rode away, the un- 
daunted Christian solemnly warned him against the evil 
course he was pursuing. The highwayman became en- 
raged, asked him, * Why he dared to preach to him,' and 
threatened ' to blow out his brains.' Leonard Fell replied, 
* Though I would not risk my life to save my money or my 
horse, I would give it to save thy soul.' This answer so 
went to the heart of the robber, that he declared if he were 
such a man as that he would neither have his money nor 
his horse ; both which he returned and went his way." 

Leonard Fell was a minister among Friends for nearly 
fifty years. He died at Darlington in the year 1700. From 
his brother, Thomas Fell, who was married to Mary Ooad 
of Bickliff, in 1676, in the house of James Fell, of Well- 
house, near Bard sea, the Fells of Warrington are descended. 
The Warrington family appears to contain the only descend- 
ants of Thomas Fell, the Father to Leonard, who still bear 
the ancestral name of Fell. 

The following letter from Susanna, the second youngest 
of the Swarthmoor sisters, is the only one of hers that has 
come under my notice. 

Susanna Fell to Rachel Abraham. 

** GoosEYES, the 14th ISth mo.f I6S4, 

" Dearly beloved sister Rachel, — Having so good oppor- 
tunity of sending by L. Fell, I could not but give a short 
salutation of love to thee, and my duty to my dear mother, 
for your remembrance is very pleasant to me ; and I can 
truly say that neither time nor distance make void or alienate 
my love to you. Leonard came but this morning hither, 
and goes again to-night to London, so I have very little 
time to write, only to let you know that we are all very 
well, every way, and I have my health much better than 
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I had at Swarthmoor, so I think this air agrees well with 
me ; for news I have none, but when I have anything worth 
your notice, shall n6t fail to let you know, 

" Brother [and] sister Meade's dear love [and] duty is 
to mother, and brother Meade often speaks of thee with a 
great deal of love and real respect : their loves is to thee 
and brother [and] sister Lower. My dear love to thee, and 
them, and to Mary Lower. Leonard stays, so I am much 
hastened for [want of] time and rest. 

" Thy dear and loving sister, 

" Susanna Fell."* 

The next letter has so much of family interest and homc^ 
feeling about its details, that it must have a place : — 

John Rous to Margaret Fox. 

" Kingston, 20th of the J si month. 

" Dear Mother, — We received thy acceptable letter, and 
were very glad to hear of all your welfare ; our daughter, 
Nanny, hath lately had a sore throat, and a fever, but 
through the Lord's mercy, is well again, and we intend, 
after a little while, if she continue so, to send her to Anne 
Travers' school at Chiswick. Nathaniel we sent to Richard 
Scorier's writing-school, near William Shewen's, where he 
was between seven and eight weeks, but, it being a nasty 
place, the air did not agree with him, but from his first 
going he fell away of his flesh very much, and the latter 
end of last week was taken with a shivering, and not well, 
which they gave my brother Meade notice of on Sevetith- 
day, and he ordered his man, John Kemble, to bring us 
word on First-day, but Nathaniel growing rather worse, 
the school-master hired a coach and sent him home, and 
John Kemble came on horseback with him, we presently 
sent for a doctor " The doctor^s treatment for the two 
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following days is then minutely detailed, after which the 
father continues : — " The next day he was pretty well, and 
came down stairs, but towards evening small-pox began to 
break out; and he was neither feverish nor lightheaded, 
nor had he pain either in his head or back. He hath con- 
tinued as well as can be expected, and there doth not 
appear any sign of danger, which I desire the Lord, if it be 
His will, may continue. My father Fox came hither this 
day, who, not resting well last night, is asleep, so that I 
cannot ask him about Will™. Penn's journey into the north, 
but I heard Will™, say that he intended to go through 
Lincolnshire and Yorkshire, and to see his sister in Cleave- 
land, and then to go to Swarthmoor, which I believe ho 
will do. As to news I shall leave it to my sister Meade, 
who can better inform thee ; and with our dear love to thee, 
my brother, and sisters, and little cousins, I rest, 

" Thy dear son in the Lord, 

"John Rous."* 



CHAPTER XXVIL 

1690. 

m. fox returns from london — letter ajtoounctno hkr 
Return — William Penn to Margaret Fox, tbllino of the 
Death of George Pox — Robert Barrow's account of his 
Funeral — Thos. Ell wood's Sketch of his Character — ^Will 
of George Fox — Disposal of his American Property — 
Claim hade by his Heirs-at-Law— Disinterment of the 
Remains of G. Fox, 1756 — Thomas Lawson, the Botanist — 
His Death — His Family and Descendants. 

In a former chapter it was mentioned that George Fox 
had planned a meeting-house to be built on a piece of 
ground at Swarthmoor, which he had purchased for that 
purpose. He made his desires known through a letter to 
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Thomas Lower, froin which an extract has been given, and 
Boon after the date of that letter the work commenced. 
The Frienda arouml aided with horses, labonrers, and aiicli 
material as their land furnished ; with the exception of 
those contributions from willing hearts and bands, the 
expenses were all borne by himself. It does not seem that 
George Fox was ever at Swarthnioor Hall after tlie building 
of the meeting-house commenced, as we know, from hia 
own statements, that he spent at intervals a gre.it part of 
the years '87, 8, and 9 in and aijout London. To Kingston, 
with the Rous's, and to Gooseyes, with the Meadcs, when-, 
ever Iiis failing stren-;th demanded care, he retreated for 
a temporary rest. His religious services in London, and 
the business of the Society which centered there, claimed 
bis most curncst attention during those years. But ita 
organization was at length so satisfactorily established, 
that it is probable lie had in view, should life be prolonged, 
retiring to Swarthinoor alter the winter of 1690, to take 
rest and obtain the lcn$;tlieuud repose his declining years 
BO much required. All his affairs indicated tbst he stood 
prepared for departure either final or temporary, as tiie 
Lord might direct. By n letter from his wife to her son 
and danghter Abi-aham, which now lies before me, I find 
tliat after having been with him scvei-al mouths, she had 
decided on returning to the north after the yearly meeting. 
She writes early in the summer of 1690, indicating her 
intention of being at home in the course of a few weeks : — • 

Marqaret Fiix to Daniel and Racuel Auraham. 

" KixoKTOw, t/m i-SlA ofth* 3rd mo. [May], 16$(). 
"Dear Son and Daughter, — We have received your dear 
and acceptable letters, and I am very glad, and praise the 
Lord for your*, and the children's, good health. By this 
you may know that wc all, here at Kingston, through the 
Lonl's goodness, are very well ; and your brother and 
Bister Heade were here the last week, to aee us. Your 
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father is now at London, and I intend, if the Lord will, 
about a week hence to be there, ready to see Friends as 
they come to town. 

" I recieved a letter from your brother Lower, by which 
I pereieve tliat he intends to be at the yearly meeting, and 
so for the north, with his family : but I perceive he will be 
a little stayed by the way, by some business for widow 
Rallison, so that he cannot reach Kingston to the very 
latter end of the week ; but if can I must be at London 
before that, for I shall have a better oppoitunity to see 
Friends before the meeting than I can have afterwards. 
Your brother and sister Morris will be there the next week. 

" Your brother Lower desired me, in his letter, not to 
conclude of my going into the north, till he be here; for 
he saith, he hath some business wliich he must do after the 
meeting, in Sussex, which he hopes will be done in a week's 
time, but that's uncertain. He desires that we may return 
together, so that I can give you no certain notice of the 
time. I ever had, and yet have, an intention to be at the 
quarterly meeting, at Lancaster, if his business do not 
hinder me : however, when we hear more I shall let you 
know. 

" The letter, which I am afraid you did not receive, was 
the first letter I writ from Gooseyes, in which I mentioned 
that you should get John Bell to make us a place in the 
meeting-house : the length of it should be the half breadth of 
it, and so broad as that it will hold a seat round about, 
that one may sit of both sides : plank it and board it under 
foot ; and also put a scat at the outside of it (this was writ 
in that letter, and some other things). 

" Thy sister very kindly received thy letter [Dear 
Rachel] and she was very glad of it ; her husband's and 
her love is remembered to you ; and Bethiah and Anne 
present their love and respects to their uncle and aunt. 
They are all very dear and tender to me. I hear of your 
sister Lower and the children, and hope they are welL 
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My dear little John Abraham is often in my remembrance ; 
so is dear little Thomas. Even the Lord God Almighty 
preserve them, and bless them. Remember ine to all the 
family ; and my dear and entire love is remembered to you, 

" So I remain, 

*' Your dear mother, in the Lord, 

" M. F.''* 

(P. S.) " I would have thee to enquire after the maid at 
William Satterthat's, whether we can have her or no." 

During the short reign of James II., Quaker persecutions 
ceased. But when, in 1689, King William superseded his 
father-in-law, the intolerant party in the English Episcopal 
Church again hoped to have their way in compelling con- 
formity to their own religious establishment, William Penn, 
as one great obstacle to such plans being effectually carried 
out, was attacked with the most bitter accusations. His title 
to his American province was not only called in question, 
but a commissioner was appointed to proceed to Penn- 
sylvania, to see what could be done towards abrogating 
the laws he bad established there. False accusations 
arose on all sides, that declared him to be a Jesuit, a 
Jacobite, and a popish revolutionist. The King was 
called on to take from him his Shangarry property in 
Ireland, and to confiscate his English estate, as well as to 
deprive him of personal libeity. It is not to be supposed 
that King William, or those of his ministers who were men 
of sense, believed these false reports that for a time found 
place in the public mind ; but it is certain that the Penn- 
sylvania assembly declining to raise troops for the war had 
annoyed them, and that they would gladly have found 
some legal pretext on which to take the American province 
from Penn. Such was the portentous aspect of the 
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surroundings of the Quaker legislator as the autumn of 
1690 advanced. 

In the eighth month, old style (October of that year), 
Robert Barclay breathed his last. Tiie eleventh month 
witnessed the removal of another pillar from the Quaker 
Church, in the death of that " worthy elder," (the phrase 
by which he was often spoken of among Friends) through 
whose instrumentality the Society was mainly gathered. 
William Penn thus communicates the event : — 

William Penn to Margaret Fox. 

"London, ISthof llthmo,, 1690, [January, 1691.] 

" Dear M. Fox, — With the precious remembrance of thy 
unfeigned love in Jesus Christ, I am to be the teller to 
thee of sorrowful tidings, which are these; that thy dear 
husband and my beloved friend, George Fox, finished his 
glorious testimony this night, about half an hour after 
nine o'clock, being sensible to the last breath. Oh 1 he is 
gone, and has left us with a storm over our heads. Surely 
in great mercy to him, but an evidence to us of sorrows 
coming. He was as lively and as firm [as ever] on Fourth- 
day was a week at Gracechurch Street; and also the last 
First-day, being the day before yesterdn3^ But he com- 
plained after meeting of being inwardly struck, and lay 
down at Henry Goldney's, where his spirit departed. My 
soul is deeply afflicted with this sudden gi'eat loss. Surely 
it portends to us evils to come. A prince indeed is fallen 
in Israel to-day ! 

" I cannot enlarge, for I shall have to write to several to- 
night, and it is late. May the Lord be with thee and thine, 
and us all. Amen. 

" I am thy faithful and affectionate friend, 

" William Penn. 

(P. S.) " Now present : — Robert Barrow, J. Taylor, J. 
Yaughan, J. Rich, J. Boucher, S. Waldringfield, and myself. 
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0. Wliitehead and S. Crisp were here about two hours since, 
jle died as he lived* — mindint; the tlnns^s of God and His 
Church to the hist in a universal spirit."* 

Ro])crt Barrow, in a letter to Henry Coward and some 
other Lancaster Friends, says : — 

" Our ancient friend and honourable elder in the Church, 
George Fox, was this day buried, in the presence of a large 
assembly of God's people, supposed to be about 4,000 Friends. 
The meeting-house at Gracechurch Street could not contain 
them, nor tlie court ])efore the door. Many living powerful 
testimonies were published in the meeting-house and the 
graveyard, among tender hearts, watery eyes, and contrite 
spirits. 

*' The London Friends were very discreet, ordering all 
concerns relating thereto witli great wisdom. There being 
six montlily meetings belonging to this city, six chosen 
Friends were appointed out of each monthly meeting, who 
were to carry the corpse, and none else. [They arranged] 
that his relations should go next ; that all Friends should 
go on one side of the street, three and three, in rank, as close 
together as they could, that the other side might be left clear 
for the citizens and coaches. 

" Last week George Fox was at the Quarterly meeting, 
the Second-day morning meeting, the meeting for suli'erings, 
and at two meeetings for worship, beside the First-day 
morning meeting. He said he was as well at that meeting 
as he had been for a long time before. He began to be ill 
that evening about the fifth hour, and departed before the 
tenth hour the evening of Third-day following. I was with 
him most of the time wherein he spoke many living power- 
ful sentences to the tendering of the company present. 
There was no sign of an}- great pain, neither did he ever 
complain. Robert Widder s manner of departure and his 
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were much alike, for I saw them both ; only George shut 
his eyes himself — he lay as if he had fallen asleep. One 
would have thought he smiled. He was the most pleasant 
corpse that I ever looked upon. Many hundreds of Friends 
came to see his face ; having the most part of three days to 
behold it before the colli n was nailed up."* 

Many testimonies were issued after the death of George 
Fox, illustrative of the remarkable features of his character, 
his life and his mission. His wife wrote at some length. 
His stei)-daughters and their husbands put forth another 
document; William Penn a third; and Thomas Elwood a 
fourth ; beside an official testimony from the London morn- 
ing meeting. 

That from the pen of his friend Thomas Elwood, who was 
likewise the intimate friend of John Milton and of William 
Penn, shall be transcribed as being brief, full, and compre- 
hensive. No man knew him more thoroughly than Elwood, 
on whom devolved the preparation of his journal for the 
press : — 

" Thomas Elwood^s account of that eminent and honourable 
Servant of the Lord^ Oeorge Fox^ 

" This holy man was raised up by God in an extraor- 
dinary manner, for an extraordinary work, even to awaken 
the sleeping world, by proclaiming the mighty day of the 
Lord to the nations ; and publishing again the everlasting 
Gospel to the inhabitants of the earth, after a long and 
dismal night of apostacy and darkness. For this work the 
Lord began to prepare him by many trials and exercises 
from his very childhood, and having fitted and furnished 
him for it. He called him into it very young, and made him 
instrumental by the effectual working of the Holy Ghost, 
through his ministrj^ to call many others into the same 

♦ From the Thimbeck Collection of Swarthmoor MSB. 
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work, and to turn many thousands from darkness to the light 
ot* Christ, from the power of Satan unto God. 

" I knew him not till the year 1660 ; from that time to 
the time of his death, I knew him well, conversed with him 
often, observed him much, loved liim dearl}^, and honoured 
him truly. Upon good experience I can say he was indeed 
a heavenly-minded man, zealous for the name of the Lord; 
and preferred the honour of God before all thingft. He 
was valiant for the truth, bold in asserting it, patient in 
suffering for it, unwearied in labouring in it, steady in his 
testimony to it, immovable as a rock. Deep he was in 
Divine knowledire, clear in opening heavenly mysteries, 
plain and poweiful in preaching, fervent in prayer. He 
was richly endued with heavenly wisdom, quick in discern- 
ing, sound in judgment, able and ready in giving, and 
discreet in keeping counsel. A lover of righteousness ; 
an encourager of virtue, justice, temperance, meekness, 
purity,chastity, modest}', humility, charity, and self-denial; 
in all, both l)y word and example. Graceful he was in 
countenance, manly in personage, grave in gesture, cour- 
teous in conversation, weight}*^ in communication, instruc- 
tive in discourse, free from affectation in speech or carriage. 
He was a severe reprover of hard and obstinate sinners, a 
mild and gentle admonishcr of such as were tender, and 
sensible of their failings, not apt to resent personal wrongs, 
easy to forgive injuries, but zealously earnest, where the 
honour of God, the prosperity of Truth, and the peace of 
the Church wxre concerned. Very tender, compassionate, 
and pitiful he was to all that were under any sort of 
affliction; full of brotherly love, full of fatherly care; for 
indeed, the care of the Churches of Christ was daily upon 
him, the prosperity and peace whereof he studiously 
sought 

*' Having fought a good fight, finished his course, and 
kept the faith, his righteous soul, freed from the earthly 
tabernacle, in which he had led an exemplary life of holi- 
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ness, was translated into those heavenly mansions, where 
Christ our Lord went to prepare a place for His servants, 
there to possess that glorious crown of righteousness 
which is laid up for, and shall be given by the Lord, the 
righteous Judge, to all them that love His appearance. 
Ages to come and people yet unborn shall call him blessed, 
and bless the Lord for raising him np. And blessed shall 
we also be if we so walk, as we had him for an example, 
for whom this testimony lives in my heart. He lived and 
died the servant of the Lord.'' 

George Fox left directions as to the disposal of his 
property, written at different intervals, all in his own 
handwriting, which constituted a legal will, though not 
written in legal form. It was deposited eight years after 
his death in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury, from 
whence a copy has been procured, which will be found in 
the Appendix (E). He makes in his will various bequests 
to bis friends and relatives; and gives many directions 
about his books and papers. But the grants of land in 
Pennsylvania, which he had from his friend William Penn, 
are not bequeathed therein or alluded to at all. This and 
other circumstances lead to the conclusion, that during his 
lifetime he conveyed his right to the greater portion of 
that American property to his three sons-in-law, John 
Rous, Thomas Lower, and Daniel Abraham ; and that he 
directed them, when i)ut in possession, to see that the 
smaller lots which lay in and near the city were transferred 
to the Friends of Philadelphia, to be appropriated accord- 
ing to specific directions, which he gave in writing. The 
history of this property, as communicated by Philadelphia 
Friends, to whom I recently applied for information, is as 
follows : — 

" In the year 1681, William Penn gave to George Fox a 
receipt for £25, which was to entitle him to a city lot in 
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the newly-planned city, a liberty lot of sixteen RCrea in the 
suburbs, and a tract of 1 ,250 acrea in the back landa of 
Pennaylvnuia. Tlie £25 of pnrchaae money, being nnder- 
Btood to bo a necessary item to iecure tbe legal transfer. 
There being no one in America interested in getting these 
lots of land located and properly conveyed to George Fox, 
nothing iraa done to perfect the possession until after bis 
deatb. Some years alter that event, Thomas Lower took 
measures to have them surveyed, and bis father'^ direc- 
tions concerning the way in vbich they should be nsed 
made fully known. At that time the city lot having been 
taken possession of by a settler, who built npon it, conld 
not without much difficulty be obtained. But William 
Penn said the Friends might select twenty or twenty-fiye 
acres, according to tlie locality fixed on in the neighbour- 
hood of the city, instead of the sixteen and the city lot 
at first proposed, and it should be transferred to them in 
the name of George Fox. After much delay, the transfer 
was accomplished on the 28th day of the 6tb mo., 1705. 
For many years the land in question was merely occupied 
as pasture ground. 

On tbe 13th of 12th mo., 1116, Thomas Xiowcr wrote to 
David Lloj'd, Wm. Penn's deputy, concerning the occupa- 
tion of the ground bestowed by George Fox. Ho says : — ■ 
" George Fox gave it in the said writings unto the Friends 
of Philadelphia to be converted to these oses. .... To 
bnitd a meeting-house for the use of Friends, and a school- 
house upon another part, and to iaclose another part for a 
garden, and to plant it with all sorts of physical plants, 
for lads and lasses, to learn simples there, and the uses to 
convert them to, — distilled waters, oils, ointments, kv. 
Tiio residue tliat belonged to the lot near Philadelphia 
to be paled about for Friends that come to the Meeting, 
to put their horses in." In this letter Thomas Lower 
seems to be remonstrating with the Fiienda for not having 
carried out the expressed wishes of tb* donor. They had 
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doubtless built meeting-houses elsewhere before they got 
possession of the land in question, and had also probably 
such schools established as they deemed necessary, hence 
no such erections up to that time had been made. As to 
the garden which was to be planted with all sorts of 
physical plants for the botanical studies of the lads and 
lasses of Philadelphia, the Friends of that day it is evident 
did not enter into the views of their honoured and revered 
friend who presented the ground for that purpose. Had 
they understood the great value of such a botanical gar- 
den, with suitable appliances for teaching the qualities and 
medicinal uses of plants, they would probably have made 
more efforts to have carried out the plan he suggested. 

In the year 1707, the heirs-at-law of George Fox, being 
the descendants of his brother John, several of whom had 
settled in Pennsylvania, came forward to claim all the 
ground in possession of the Philadelphia Friends, that had 
come through their greaVgrand -uncle. On what plea they 
made the claim is not quite clear. M}'^ American corre- 
spondent thinks it was grounded on some informality in 
the transfer, which impaired the title ; but, imder the 
existing state of affairs, it might probably have been from 
the non-appropriation of the grant to the purposes stated by 
George Fox. However, the Friends agreed to submit the 
case to a legal arbitration, which gave an award against 
them, requiring them to pay the sum of -^500 to the claim- 
ants for a clear title to the ground in question. In the 
early part of this century, by the joint approval of the 
five monthly meetings ot* Philadelphia, the ground thus 
obtained was all sold for building lots, except a portion, 
which constitutes a part of the Fair Hill burial-ground, 
which is the property of the Green Street monthly meeting, 
now composed of Hicksite Friends. 

Thomas Lower, in 17 15, purchased from Daniel Abraham, 
and John Rous's son Nathaniel, their claim to the Amer- 
ican estate which was transferred by George Fox to the 



AND THEIR FRIENDS. 395 

three brothers-in-law. In the letter hefore quoted, which 
Thomas Lower wrote to David Lloyd, in 1716, four 3-ears 
before T. L/s death, he says he gives the whole of his 
American property to his grandsons, William Swan and 
Thomas Swan; the elder of whom he had sent *' to the 
West Indies by a sober master," the other he intended to 
bring up ** to some good trade when he hath been a while 
longer at school." I cannot find that either William or 
Thomas Swan ever came into possession of the property 
thus laid out for them by their grandfather. In 1738 
Thomas Story wrote to Israel Pemberton, sen., requesting 
him on behalf of a young woman, a descendant of Thomas 
Lower, to whom the American estate belonged by inherit- 
ance, to have it surveyed ; which Israel Pemberton attended 
to, and found that it measured full 1,300 acres, fifty having 
been allowed for public roads. The land had been entered 
upon without liberty by German emigrants, who would 
gladly have purchased from Israel Pemberton, but he was 
not authorised to sell ; and how the interest in it was 
afterwards disposed of, does not appear. However, when 
the French war broke out, in 1756, some Indian allies of 
the French came down on the i)eople of the Octerara Creek, 
where this land was located, and haying killed a few of the 
settlers, frightened the rest away. 

About sixty-six 3'ears after the death of George Fox, 

the circumstance occurred which is related in the following 

letter. It is deserving of notice in Quaker history, as 

marking a change which had taken place during the interim 

in the practice of the Friends, relative to headstones in 

their burial grounds, inscribed with names of the deceased 

and dates : — 

Letter from Benjamin Read. 

''r,thm(Ky 1S52. 
*' When my father, Thomas Read, who died about thirty- 
four j-ears ago, at the age of 76, was about 15 years of age, 
being apprenticed to John Biddle, of Whitechapel, J. B. 
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was employed by the Society of Friends to remove a wall 
on part of tlieir burial ground, Bunliill Fields, in order to 
enclose an additional piece of land purchased by the societj'. 
On taking down the old wall, the footings of which were 
many feet deep ])elow the surface, it was found expedient 
to remove the coflin which contoined the remains of our 
worthy predecessor, George Fox. Whilst in the act of 
digging, after removing the headstone, several fragments 
of the oak case which surix>unded a leaden coflin were 
found ; and to one of them was attached a breast-plate 
about 14 inches by 10, on which were engraven the initials 
of the name, the age and the birthplace of the interred ; but 
the inscription was barely legible. The leaden coilin was 
in pretty good condition, and before it was disturbed, my 
father 8 curiosity was so great that he urged one of his 
fellow-workmcn to cut a hole in the top of it, near the 
broadest part, about 12 inches by 8, so that one side or end 
answered for a hinge. On raising this flap, the countenance 
of the corpse appeared to be in a perfect state, showing the 
features very distinctly, with the hair over the forehead. 
As soon as my father had seen it, he went in haste to 
acquaint his master, J. Biddle, with the circumstance, but 
previous to his arrival the features ])ecame shapeless, and 
very little could be seen beside the hair and skull. Some 
influential Friends, on hearing what had taken place, gave 
directions for the flap above mentioned to be securely 
soldered, when they fixed upon a place for re-interment. 
But they would not allow the headstone to be put up again, 
on which there was a similar inscription to that on the 
breastplate. They only suffered a small stone, about six 
inches square, to be built in the wall opposite the head of the 
grave, with the initials, G. F., cut in it. This stone I well 
remember when a child to have seen. ^^ Bfxtv Read " 

Let no one suppose that the change which the foregoing 
letter indicates, originated among the Friends in an absence 
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of tenderness and love towards deceased relatives, or any 
deficiency in reverence for the memory of departed worth. 
It was quite the contrary. Tliey who started it, and they 
who carried it out for upwards of a century, were assuredly 
not among those who could have been cold in feeling, 
or deficient in reverence ; — tliey were not among those 
who slighted the beautiful evidences of a tender, loving, 
Christian spirit, whetlier manifested towards departed or 
living worth. But they did not think that it needed any 
monumental stone to keep them in remembrance of the spot 
where the remains of those they had loved and reverenced 
were laid. They therefore preferred giving up the former 
custom, rather than involve a danger which they appre- 
hended was likel3' to creep in — having, doubtless, on some 
occasions felt the painfulness of remonstrating with relatives 
of deceased persons for attempting to deviate from the 
prescribed simplicity of inscription. Hence, about the 
beginning of the 18th century they came to the decision, 
to which rich and poor alike agreed, to have no memorial 
stone at all ; nothing but the simple grass-covered mound, 
— trusting to the loving memory of relatives and friends to 
know and point out the graves of the departed. After 
that, head stones were not usually placed in their burial- 
grounds; but those that had previously been erected 
appear to have remained till the graves were re-opened for 
another interment, and then they were not replaced. That 
practice became universal in all the graveyards belonging 
to the Society for more than a century. But at length, 
when old chroniclers, who delighted in keeping memorial 
registers of departed Friends in their minds, died off, and 
were not succeeded by others equally versed in such lore, 
the graves of the early fathers and mothers in the church, 
or in the family, were less certainly recognized. This was 
often disappointing to strangers, as well as to relatives, 
who wished to recall the memory of ancestors or of departed 
worthies, whilst standing by their graves. Hence about 
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twenty years ago the question was raised as to the pro- 
priety of a change ; and, finally, another change took place, 
the Yearly Meeting deciding that those Friends who 
desired to have small memorial stones on the graves of 
their relatives simply inscribed with names and dates, 
should be at liberty to have it carried out under the super- 
vision of their respective monthly meetings. But in some 
places Friends have not availed themselves of the permis- 
sion, regarding it as a modern innovation, instead of, as it 
truly is, a return to the practice of the early Friends. 

George Fox's idea of inaugurating a Philadelphia Botanic 
Garden, so much in advance, as it appears, of the age he 
lived in, and so little as we might suppose likely to be 
suggested by his own pursuits, may find a solution in the 
fact that Thomas Lawson, the famous botanist, was his and 
the Swarthmoor family's intimate friend. And Lawson 
was more than a mere botanist; the medicinal properties 
of plants claimed his especial attention. Croese, as before 
remarked, speaks of him as the greatest herbalist in 
England ; and we may remember one of the items copied 
from the Swarthmoor account book proves that he gave the 
family at the Hall instruction in the medicinal use of herbs. 
That George Fox, under these circumstances, perceived the 
importance of promoting such tastes and researches as his 
Philadelphia plan embraces, is no way surprising. He who 
on another occasion gave it as his opinion, in relation to 
education, that our young people of the Society of Friends 
should be taught " all things civil and useful," must have 
had comprehensive ideas of the knowledge and intellectual 
culture that should be aimed at. 

John Thompson, of Hitchin, in Hertfordshire, one of 
Thomas Lawson's descendants, has in his possession numer- 
ous manuscript notes, made by his ancestor in his walking 
tours throughout England in search of plants. They seem 
to have constituted a book of botanical memoranda, which 
he carried about with him; there is a heading for each 
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oonnty, and he particulariBes the localities where he found 
epccinl plants. J. T. says lie can still find around Hitcbin, 
after the lapse of 200 years, the same plants, in the same 
places, he epecifled. 

lu the fiFth chnptor some account has been given of 
Thomas LawHon's early connection with Friends, and also 
of the religious workH lie wrote, lie became by profession 
a literary teacher, alter he resigned his clerical living at 
Rampside. In lfi58 he was raarried. We have an account 
of four of his children, three daughters and a son. Jonah, 
who was the youngest of the four, died when he was about 
11 yearsof age. In an article entitled, " Serious Bemem* 
brancer," which Thomas Lawson wrote soon after that 
event, he mentions him thus : — '^ I had an only son, who 
though educated in a mixed school, where his progress 
exceeded his years, was so influenced and preserved, that 
during the whole course of his short life I never knew him 
at variance with any one. I never knew that he uttered an 
oath, committed a breach of truth, or ever sought to 
disguise its simple and plain acknowledgment. He was 
grievously afflicted with the email pox, and aller we judged 
be had passed its height, unfavourable eymptoms recurring, 
in a few days carried him olf. The nearer he drew to his 
end, the more ho wished for my company. The night 
before he died, one inquiring how he was, he answered, 
' I'm well, spiritually, but indifferent in body.' Soonafter, 
being alllictcd, and full of love towanls him, I said, 
'Jonah, we will talk of a l)etter mansion, our stay here 
must be transient — think of that city whose builder and 
maker is God, This world is at best a bitter aweet, but 
heaven is unmixed happiness. Have God in thy thoughts,' 
He replied, ' I am willing to die if it be His pleasure, or to 
live to praise Ilim.' His sister Kiith weeping beside him, 
he said to her, ' Weep not, sister, I hope wo shall meet in 
heaven.' Not long before his departure, he uttered these 
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words, ' The time thou hast appointed for me on earth 
give me grace to praise thee.' 

'*He expired the 23rd of 12th month, 1683. Notwith- 
standing that his bodily distress was extremely great, he 
never in the course of his illness dropped an inconsiderate 
or impatient word, which with his many affecting and 
tender sentiments, wrought in me such a frame of spirit, 
that I could freely commend him to the Lord, in much 
confidence of his future happiness. I wish I may never 
forget the finishing of his course, nor do I ever remember 
it but I am bettered by its reflections." Dated 1684. 

The sister Ruth, who is mentioned in the foregoing, was 
Thomas Lawson's eldest daughter. Several of her letters 
written in Latin are still extant. Her marriage was a 
source of trouble to her father, whose annoyance was 
increased by the blame that some individuals belonging to 
the same meeting were disposed to cast on him. Tho 
circumstances are developed in the following letter, taken 
from the original in the possession of John Thompson. It 
is dated 1688, and was written on the occasion of a letter 
arriving from George Fox, which alluded to the impor- 
tance of *' healing breaches and restoring brotherly love." 
In order to attain that end, Thomas Lawson said he must 
speak out, and show to those who had been blaming 
him the injustice of their censures. And thus he wrote: — 

" Friends, — I must for unity [sake] speak something in 
answer to the charges contained in your letter, which with 
much diligence hath been dispersed, even ' from Dan to 
Beersheba,' as I may sa3'. 

" You say I was faulty in the concern of the marriage of 
Christopher Yeats and my daughter Ruth, in encouraging 
the same, and not showing my utter dislike thereunto, and 
in not restraining her to my utmost. 

" I answer : — When first he mentioned the thing, I said 
such marriages were unequal, and contrary to the law 
settled in our Church, grounded on the Law and Gospel, 
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which I would not deviate rrom ; nnil tliat I wodIiI not 
join my Uauglitei- to tli:it wliich for coustientc' sakti I had 
furauktiu. That he might not think I denied him ou 
earthly accounts, 1 said if lie were the greatest prebend in 
Carlisle he ishould have this answer; and from thia I never 
varied in word or thought. The next morning I spake to 
her, and pcrcei ving he L;id got sunie place in her affections, 
I put her in mind of her diitj', and by many arguments, 
mixed with much sharpuess, I endeavoured to quench the 
same. After that, when she went to the meeting at Sliap 
I commonly went with her, to prevent their meeting. My 
endeavours not being prevalently answerable to my mind, 
I Bent her to Thomas Cowens (Lancaster), where sho con- 
tinued a pretty couHidcrable time ; withal writing to Mar- 
garet Fox and acquainting her with the concern, nnd with 
my great dissatisfaction, of which she can testify to this 
day. She and otlicis there endeavoured to alienate ber 
affections from him, and I wrote letters to her there; as 
(I also did) when she was at home, nnd I had occasion to 
go abroad, when I would leave her a letter so to touch her, 
as that in my absence she might not be ensnared. Truth 
I wrole to & tittle: though indeed I now want the words 
which love nnd trouble then made me even abound with. 
If any question the truth hereof, the letters I believe are 
yet extnnt. 

" What should I have done [that I have not done ?] I am 
not a man.hatcr, who by pretense could dlap her into the 
ship of Turk or Pagan, and ' let her sink or swim,' as one 
of you said. And you have also said, that months after the 
affair commenced, I admitted ' the proud Christopher Yeata 
into my house, pi-etcnding him to bo my scholar, which was 
no little encouragement to them.' 

" I answer. John Blakeing, coming to our town, said to 
me, ' Shap p'riends blunie thee much, ea_\ ing tliou art rough 
in thy proceedings ; if thou blames thy wife, and threatens 
to disinherit thy daughter, I would uot have thee do so, only 
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keep thyself clear.' Thomas Wilson told me much to the 
same purpose. I confess there was truth in it ; but if rightly 
understood, this implies my clearness from assenting. How- 
ever, not being glued to my own understanding [of the case] 
or to my former method of austerity, when afterwards I 
casually met with Christopher Yeats, I refused not to talk 
a little with him about other things ; but if ever he mentioned 
the aforesaid concern, I bid him hold his peace, for my last 
words about it should answer my first, and never a man that 
spake with a tongue should ever steer me one jot from my 
resolution, it being of divine account. Again, having her 
word of not marr34ng witliout my consent, I tried this to 
bring him to desist. Christmas, so called, coming on, three 
or four young men came to learn Hebrew with me, and he, 
unwilling to be behind in that accomplishment, raised 
interest to prevail with me if he might go along with them ; 
I was very unwilling, and at first denied. It was cast upon 
me that I was envious in denying him that common civility 
granted to others, and he told me if he spake a word to her 
[on the occasion] to turn him out of the house. So he came 
some seventh dajs, about the tenth hour, went directly' to 
the chamber above, to the other joung men, and went away 
about the third hour. I confess some might take occasion 
of jealousy as to my assenting from this, but I am sure he 
felt no encouragement by it, for being questioned by some 
he said, ' He is fair in this but about the other business, I 
believe he is unalterable.' 

" Suppose any of you had a daughter so circumstanced 
might you not make him [who was attached to her] a pair 
of shoes, weave him a web, or use civil commerce, and 3'et 
not give, nor he take encouragement thereby ? 

" lieing some weeks from home, and coming by your town 
I first heard of their marriage, which ministered such offence 
and grief, that I was as really resolved to turn her out of 
my house, as ever David was to destroy Nabal, when 
Abigail's advice and wisdom prevented the same ; so ia a 
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weighty seDse David blcBscd the Lord, snd hcriLdvice,vbicU 
had kept him fiom shedding blood. I bad Dot omitted any 
Christian way tliiit presented to me to prevent it, so I had 
peace in that I did. Then such scripturee as tlicse, from 
the Holy Book of Ood, arose within me, about restoring 
Buch in the spirit of meekness as were overtaken witb a fault, 
and to be watchful and Btrcngthcn tliat which remaiDB ttiat 
is ready to die. As I walked from your town that day home, 
it became the whole concern of my mind, that she might be 
preserved from further stra^'ing, and for her restoration, in 
order whereunto it was my judgment to keep her in my 
houee, fearing if she went, she might make further shipwreck, 
My end was good, and God hatli blessed the same. If any 
would have taken other measures, I Judge him not as I am 
judged." 

Tliomas Lawson did not long survive his friend Qeorge 
Fox. He died about a year after hicq, in 1691. His will, 
procured from the registry of the court of Carlisle, is now 
before me. After specifying some money bequests to his 
daughters, Deborah and Hannah, he thns remembers Ruth 
and her family. 

" I give to my two grandchildren, Frances and Jane Yeats, 
the sum of five pounds. I give to my daugltter Ruth, the 
best cow I have but one. I give to my son-in-law, Chris- 
toiiher Yeats, and his heirs and assigns for ever, one parcel 
of ground, culled Backstanbar, in the lordship of Great 
Strickland, with the field and house thereon, being three 
roods by estimation, held in fee simple, paying one pepper- 
corn when lawfully demanded. I give also to the said 
Ciiriatopher Camden's Britannica, my Hebrew Lexicon, and 
sill my manusei'ipts. All the rest of my goods, movable atiil 
immovable, I give unto Frances my wife, and Deborah and 
Hannah my daugliters, whom I make Joint executory of this 
my last will and testament." 

Deborah, the second daughter, was married to John 
Fallowfield ; and Hannah, the youngest, to Isaac Thompson, 
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from whom the Thompsons of Hitchin and Fordingbridge 
are descended, and also their relatives the Thompsons of 
Philadelphia. 

Christopher Yeats dying earl}', left Ruth a young 
widow ; she was married a second time to John Aire3% 
She had three daughters by this marriage, of whom Mar- 
garet, the eldest, was married to John Backhouse, of 
Yelland ; lluth, the second, to Richard Collison (or 
Collinson); Mary, the third, to Richard Braithwaite, of 
Misslet. The hitc Dr. John Airev Braithwaite, of Lan- 
caster, the discoverer of the celebrated medical preparation 
called the Hark drop^ was a grandson of Richard and Mary 
Braithwaite and great-grandson to Thomas Lawson. 

Frances I^awson survived her husband about two j-ears. 
After her death, a gentleman who had been Thomas 
Lawson's pupil, and entertained great regard for him, 
asked those who composed the meeting of Great Strickland 
to allow him to erect a tomb over the remains of his 
departed friends. They declined, on the ground of such 
erections being contrary to their practice. At, Thomas 
Lawson's request this gentleman had given the piece of 
ground which was occupied by the Friends as a burial- 
place ; therefore he replied, — Though he had given the 
spot in question to his friend Thomas Lawson, for burial- 
ground for himself, and family, and friends, he had not 
made it over either to him, or to them, by any legal 
transfer, and would resume his control over it all if they 
continued to decline permitting him to erect the tomb. 
Under these circumstances they allowed him to carry out 
his own plan. A plain tomb was accordingly built, and 
the remains of husband, wife, and son, therein deposited. 
That tomb forms one of the very few such erections which 
were raised in the early times in Friends' burial-grounds. 
It remains there singly, surrounded by the simple gi'assy 
gmves which mark the last earthly resting i)lace of all the 
other deceased friends who belonged to Great Strickland 
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from that day to this. The inscription on the flat stone 
at the top is in Latin, as follows : — 

"Sub hoc Tumulo ja- 
cct Cori)ii8 ThomaB 
Law son do Magna Store- 
landia Ludimagister 
ct Botanlcus non impe- 
ritus qui obiit 12 Die No- 
vembr. : Anno Domini 
1691. Ann u£tatis 
BuffiCl 

11 ic etiam jacct Corpus Frau- 
cisca) LawBon uxorls ejus 
qusB mortem obiit 3 Diu 
Feb. Anno Domini 1093 
Anno ^ tat is HS. 
Hie quoque contumulatur 
lona Law son 
Filius unigenitus pwc- 
dict Tho. et Francisc® 
Lawson qui ab hac vita 
decessit 28 Die Febr. 
Anno Domini 1088 et 
Anno ^tatis suso 14." 



CHAPTER XXVIIL 

1091—1095, and antoard, 

WiLiJAM Ingram's Marbiagk with Susanna Fell — ^IIis Let- 
TKU TO M. Fox — Makkiage of Bethiaii Rous — ^^Iabgaret 
Fox TO HER Grandson — To Thomas Lower — Kachel Abraham 

TO HEU HrSBAND — WiLI.IAM INGRAM TO M. FoX — ^AIaBGARET 

Rous TO HER Mother — Death of John Rous — IIis Will — 
Family History — Descendants. 

In f)th month 1091, Susanna Fell was married to William 
Ingrain, of London ; she was his second wife. Judging by 
his correspondence, he appears to have been a man of good 
education, excellent uAderstanding, and devoted piety. 
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He valued very highly, as expressed in some of his letters, 
the estimable qualities that prevailed in his wife^s family, 
and in an especial manner did he regard his mother-in-law 
with admiration and reverence. For forty years he had 
been acquainted with George Fox, as we find from his 
declaration when proving the handwriting of G. F.'s will; 
but with the Swarthmoor Fells there is no correspondence 
remaining to indicate intimate acquaintance till after his 
marriage with Susanni. 

The following is the first letter of his I have met with : — 

William Ingram to Mabqaret Fox. 

" London, the 9th of the 12th mo., 1601. 
" Dear and honoured Mother, — It hath been for sometime 
past upon my mind to write to thee, to acquaint thee of 
our health and welfare, which, through mercy, is continued 
unto us, and not only so, but also the goodness and love of 
God is preciously enjoyed by us both, being that which we 
earnestly desired and hoped for, and had a true prospect of, 
when the Lord by his power first wrought to bring us into 
a nearness of affection, which now we are made comfortable 
partakers of, and trust shall be preserved in it, as our 
minds are fixedly stayed on Him whose blessing hitherto 
has descended upon us with abundance of content and sat- 
isfaction. And, indeed, as to myself, I do, in spirit, often 
return thanks unto the Lord who has cast my lot into such 
a family, where for many years I have been sensible the 
glory of His name and Truth have been sought and exalted 
over all, and the remembrance of it does always create to 
me a joy ; and I often feel [though absent in body] a mutal 
comfort and refreshment in the Lord, as if personally 
present with you all. And I know my joy would be more 
full if I could yet live to see thy face, which I cannot but 
say I greatly desire if the Lord should open a way for it, 
although, as yet, I do not see how it may be accomplished ; 
however, I shall leave my request with the Lord, and if it 



AND TUElll FRIENDS. 407 

be not permitted, I shall acquiesce in full assurance of 
hojxj hereafter to meet thee with the Lord's sanctified ones 
in the kingdom of eternal rest and quiet. 80 with mine, 
and my dear wife's duty to thee, and dear love to our dear 
brethren and sisters, both in outward and inward relations^ 
rests 

Thy truly loving son, 

" Wm. Ingram. * 

[Postscript.] — " We came from Gooseyes to-day where 
we left our brother and sister Meade with the children 
well, only my brother somewhat indisposed by a cold, 
wliich has a little swelled his face ; he received thy letter 
with the inclosed to the women Friends, which he intends 
himself to read in their meeting, seeing our sister cannot 
well leave the children this winter season.'- 

But few letters remain to mark any of the family occur- 
rences for the next two or three years. AVe know, however, 
from the London records, that in 1692, Margaret Fox's 
eldest granddaughter, Bcthiah Rous, was married to David 
English, of Pontefract. 

The following letter from that venerable grandmother, 
then in her seventy-ninth year, indicates the unceasing 
earnest flow of her aflectionate solicitude towards the rising 
generation : — 

Marcsaret Fox to her Grandson. 

** nth Uth mo., I69S. 

*' Dear Nathaniel Meade, — I received thy dear letter 
gladly, by which I perceive thou learns very well both to 
read and to write, which I am very glad of. But, dear 
child, I could desire alK)ve all that thou would learn to 
know God thy maker and Jesus Christ thy Redeemer, 
whom to know is eternal life, and Him thou mayst know 
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by His calling in thy mind, to incline thee from sin, evil, 
and all lightness and vanity, so that thou wilt learn to fear 
the Lord, and then thou wilt know thy duty to God, and 
to thy parents. Oh, this lesson ! I pray Almighty God to 
teach thee. This is from thy grandmother, and I desire thee 
to write it out with thy own hand, and to keep it. Re- 
member my dear love to thy cousin Richard [Richard 
Lower] and let him write another copy for himself. This 
thou hast procured b}' thy diligence in writing to me.''* 

The adaptation of the above letter, to the mind of a little 
boy of nine or ten years old, may, perhaps, be questioned 
in this generation, furnished abundantly as it is with simple 
literature of all sorts for children, which reaches by such 
easy approaches to their thoughts and their feelings. Our 
age is as remarkable for striving to mingle amusement 
with all kinds of instruction, as that of our early Puritan 
and Quaker ancestors was for overmuch contemning 
amusement. It is by no means certain that the early 
Friends, or the religious portion of the general community 
in their day, either understood the importance of duly 
alternating business with active playfulness in childhood 
and youth, or that they provided sulRcientl}' for it. But 
whatever may have been the deficiencies in this point of the 
first Quaker age, we may be very sure its training, and 
its events, produced earnest, devoted, vigorous minded 
men and women without number. At all events, the letter 
just quoted, whether suited for so young a child or not, is 
a beautiful evidence that the dear old Christian lady of 
nearly fourscore who wrote it, desired above all else for 
her grandsons that they might know what was trul}' the 
will of God, and knowing it, might live accordingly in the 
fulfilment of their duty to their Heavenly Father, and their 
duty to their earthly parents. How li\r their lives corre- 
sponded with their grandmother's desires for them, I know 
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not One of them died in early manhood. Of the history 
of the other, little more ie known than that he become a 
siicceefiil lawjer. 

The two following letter3 from Margaret Fox and her 
daughter, give us a few giimpsca of the inner life of Daniel 
Abmham and his wife. That from Rachel disclosea also 
much of executive business capacity. At the time they 
were written, Thomas Lower and his family had settled in 
London. 

Marqaket Fox TO Thomas Lower. 

"SWAETHUOOK, 2fi(A lOthiltO., 1694. 

" Dear Son Lower, — I received tliy letter, and tlie 
account thou gave me of things is very satisfactory. I 
had written to tlicc before concerning my Bon Abraham's 
journey to London, but waited for on account from him 
[saying] when lie thuuj^lit to be there, which I Lave had 
thi:« last post. It is two weeks since he wont hence, and 
it pleased the Lord at the very time that he intended to 
go, to send James Dickenson hither to t>e his companion. 
He bath had n concern upon bis mind relative to tlie City of 
London this twelve months. How it may please the Loi-d 
to discharge him of it, we must commit to Him. The 
exercise is very weighty, and has been hard npon us all. 
It hath been much in my mind sinve he went, if he could 
tind frecdun) in himself to write wliat is upon him to say, 
and upon Friumls' consideration nod approbation, it might 
be printed uiid dispersed in tlie city. I desire mucli your 
tenderness with respect to his presunt stae, and also your 
advice and counsel, as in the wisdom of God you see meet; 
for tliou knows he is young, and so easily hurt. I perceive 
he halh a desire to lodge sit thy house. 

"We are well here, through tlie Lord's mercy, and we 
bear nothing but that your concerns arc in good order, 
and doing well over at [Marsh Grange]. 



410 THE FELLS OF SWABTHMOOB HALL, 

" Very dear love to thyself and wife, and all your dear 

children.* 

" M. F." 

Rachel Abraham to her Husband. 

"SWABTHMOOR, 7th 11th mo.jlGQj^ 

" My dear, — Thy second letter from London I received, 
"which 1 was exceedingly glad of. 1 cannot but take it 
very kindly and very tenderly from thee, that thou should 
so often visit me with thy dear aflectionate lines, which 
are so comfortable and so joyful to me. I thought not to 
have written this post, fearing thou might think I writ too 
often, but that 1 know it will be welcome to thee to hear 
how are the dear little ones which the Lord hath blessed 
us with. 

'* Thomas is something better, but John was worse since 
my last letter to thee, but my confidence is that he is again 
on the mending hand. He halh been feverish and much 
out of order, but I am sensible of the Lord's love and 
merc}*^ towards him, for which I desire we may with true 
reverence and thankfulness return Him the praise whose 
regard is towards us, and whose care will continue over us, 
if wc keep in faithfulness and sincerity before Him. 

*' 1 writ to thee last post, and enclosed some things that 
made my letter very bulky, but I hope thou wilt excuse it. 
If any thing can be done in the business, about tithes, it 
might be well to hinder a sequestration, seeing many 
Friends, as well as thee, are concerned. May the Lord 
strengthen the faith and patience of His people, if it stand 
good in His sight, that no drawing back or fainting may be 
in the camp of Israel, no evil heart of unbelief, that so the 
Lonl may never have to withdraw His presence from us, 
nor the lifting up of His countenance upon us [paper torn 
and words obliterated ***** j^ 

* From the Benson Collection. 
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" I could hn glad thuu got Bometbing done about the 
ftbatcment with cousin Fell, wliich he cftnnot reasonably 
refuse.* There was also in his contract with thee, when 
thon made the purchase of hia estate, £400 and £20, which 
he articlei} to allow thee for the payment of hia. mother's 
annuity. The £20 lie hath never yet allowed. Thou may 
very justly insist upon it. Also that business about Henry 
Leathern, which is still undecided. It is good to moke an 
end of snch matters when people ars together, and when 
the Lord affords an opportunity. And remember to get a 
full receipt from him for what brother Ingram paid him 
npoD thy account, with an endorsement also on the bond, 
both of which are necessary and reasonable for him to do. 
I hope thoa wilt not be short in any of the things above 
mentioned, and get brother Lower's and brother Ingram's 
assistance, and do not hearken to his objections, which 
thou hast cause in many things to know have been nnjust. 

" Many Friends of our meeting do esceetling kindly and 
tenderly enquire for thee, and with true gladness do hear 
of thy well-being; and many enquire when I expect thee 
home; and, oh, it will be joy to n.e tohearof that, yet lam 
resigned to the will of the Lord ; but do earnestly desire 
thee not to be slack therein when the Lord is pleased to give 
thee liberty. 

" I conclude, thy truly loving wife, 

" Rachel ABaAHAM."t 

From a message of love to " brother and sister Abraham, 
and their only son" nt the close of a tetter front William 
Ingram, written about tlirce months after the foregoing, it 
is evident that during the interim, one of the little boys, 

* Coiioin FkII above alluded to may bavo been Qeorgt;')! son 
C::nrleN, then alioiit 24 years of age, and we find tliroughciiit tlioso 
lettt^rs tliat ne}ihcWH and n'eces arc thiiH oft«n mentioned as eomiii*. 

t From tlu! original in the HfUer Collection. 
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about whose health their mother was so anxious, must have 
died. John was the survivor. The same letter says — 
" Friends' Bill for relief from oaths, &c., passed through 
the House of Commons, last sixth day ; the like is hoped 
from the House of Lords, where the said Bill is at present 
lodged." The final passing of that Bill was regarded by 
the Friends as a signal mark of Divine favour. It was, indeed, 
a blessed termination to the prolonged and faithful stand 
they had made for nearly half a century, against the legal 
exactions of the courts in opposition to what they regarded 
as the cause of Christ. Over the affirmation which was 
substituted for the oath, Margaret Fox rejoiced with devout 
thankfulness to the Lord, and with heartfelt gratitude to 
King William and his ministers. Some Friends took 
exception to the wording of the affirmation, respecting which 
she wrote, earnestly expostulating with them, and defending 
the form of declaration substituted as being scripturally 
justifiable, and such as her dear departed husband, George 
Fox, had so long and so ardently desired. 

The letter which follows, shadows forth a deep family 
affliction, respecting which I have never met with any other 
account but what may be drawn from this and the succeeding 
letter : — 

Margaret Rous to her Mother. 

London, Ist of Ut mo, [March], 1C05, 

" Dear and honoured Mother, — We do not hear anything 
yet of the ship my dear husband was in, eleven more being 
wanting. One master that is come, tells me he was aboard 
his ship some days before the storm, and he was very weakly 
and much out of health, but saw him several days after, 
before the storm, walk upon the deck, but when they were 
parted did not see one another afterwards, so how it hath 
pleased the Lord to deal with him — poor heart — I am. in 
great doubt; the consideration of the thing is very hard. 
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but I have no way but to look unto tlie Lord, and submit 
to His divine band. His providence is able and all-sufficient 
to preserve through all perils and dangers, as He hath been 
pleased to do to my poor husband several times, and He is 
the same God still and His power is the same, and to His 
blessed providence I must leave it all, but my exercise is 
great. I received thy letter, which is of great worth to me, 
my poor children are sadly troubled ; if you please to write 
to Beth i ah, and send it hither, I shall send it to her. Nath. 
and Ann are pretty well, considering our great trial, as I 
am myself. All our duties and dearest love is to thee, and 
all our dear love to brother, and sister, and cousins, desiring 
thy blessing and prayers for me and mine, and desiring to 
[hear] from thee, I am, 

" Thy truly loving daughter, 

" M. Rous." 
Thus indorsed by John Abraham. 

" Aunt Rous' sorrowful letter to my dear and honoured 
grandmother, relating to the loss of her dear and tender 
husband, my uncle Rous, in 1695."* 

The above indorsement, taken in connection with the 
statements in the letter itself, leads to the conclusion that 
John Rous was lost with his ship. Had he died of sickness, 
on the passage home from the West Indies, his nephew 
would scarcely have used the term he does in speaking of 
his death. 

Our next letter, written about three months after the pre- 
ceding one, alludes to arrangements having been made by 
the Meades, to render it practicable for their beloved aged 
mother, then upwards of eighty, to undertake the long 
journey from Swarthmoor to London. Doubtless they were 
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anxious on their po6r bereaved sister's account, yet more 
than on their own, to see her among them. . 

Margaret Rous to her Motder. 

'' I8t of tJie 4th mo,, 1605. 

" Dear Mother, — I understand Brother and Sister Meade 
have written for thee, and much desire thy coming to Lon- 
don, and think of sending convejances for thy coming up, 
as the^' have signified to thee, and which is very kindly and 
tenderly done. We shall all be very glad to see thee, and 
shall all much rejoice to have thee amongst us if it stand 
with thy freedom to answer their and our desire ; but I dare 
press nothing but leave it as the Lord shall incline thee. 
He knows tliy strength and abilit}', and is able to renew, 
or to give unto thee what He sees thou hast occasion for. 
Of His helping hand and strengthening arm of power thou 
hast had many experiences. 

" We are all pretty well as to health, but our great trouble 

and exercises we cannot easily get over ; for indeed they are 

very heavy — may the Lord bo our help and support. Sou 

and daughter English, and Nathaniel and Anne, do all with 

my dut\' and dearest love remember theirs to thee, and our 

love and respects to brother and sister. All our relations 

here are well. We shall be glad to hear from thee with speed, 

dear mother, — and desiring thy prayers for me and mine, 

am thy truly loving daughter, 

" M. Rocs."* 

The Will of John Rous procured from the prerogative 
court of Canterbury, in its notices and bequests, casts some 
light on the family concerns. From it we learn there was 
a daughter Margaret, who is not alluded to after attaining 
womanhood in any of the family letters extant. But it is 
evident from her father's Will that she had been a source 
of trouble to her parents. 



* From the original iu the Thimheck Collection. 
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John and Margaret Roiia Lad twelve cliihiren, of these 
the four eldest died in infuncj'; and only four of the 
remaining eight were living at the time Ihcir father made 
his will, in 1693 ; these were Betbiah, Margaret, Anne, and 
Nathaniel. In the death of eight out of twelve children, 
Margatut Rous had a large share of maternal affliction, and 
in Margaret she Beems to have had a !i ving trouble. Thcro 
is no information as to the mode in which this daughter so 
mtidi displeased her p:irents, but not being mentioned about 
the time of her father's death in any of her mother's or 
grandmother's letters from or to Kingston, suggests the idea 
that she did not reside there, and that she had probably 
married contrary to the wishes of her family. 

Legal pliraseology and professional circumlocution render 
the will of John Rous so long a document that I shall only 
give an extract. 

Thus it commences : — 

Extract from the Will op Johk Rous. 
Dated tliu SOth day of October, IBM, 

" This is the last will and testament of me, John Rous, 
of Kingston- upon-TIi am es, in the county of Surrey, Mer- 
chant, made and declared the twoTitieth day of October, One 
thousand six hundred and ninety-two. And in the fourth 
year of the reign of our sovereign Lord and Lady William 
nud Mary,by the grace of God King and Quei'n of England, 
Scotland, France, and Ireland, &c. 

" I do hereby ratify and confirm unto Margaret, my now 
wife, for her life all that annuity, rent charge, or p;ij-mcnt 
of four hundred pounds per annum, which was heretofore 
settled and secured uirto and upon her for life, for her 
jointure in lieu and satii^faction of Jier dower, by my ftithor, 
Thomas Rous, deceased, and by hiui charged upon all hin 
estate, both rial and i)ersonal, iu the parish of I'hilHiis, or 
elsewhere, in the Island of Barbadoes, by indenture tripartite, 
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bearing date the fourteenth day of Xovember, in the four- 
teenth year of the reign of Charles II., hite King of England, 
and made, or mentioned to be made, between the said 
Thomas Rous, by the name of Thomas Rous the elder, of 
the parish of Phillips, in the Island of Barbadoes, Esquire, 
of the first part, and Margaret Fell, of Swarthmoor, in the 
county of Lancaster, the widow and relict of Thomas Fell, 
late of Swarthmoor, Esquire, deceased, of the second part; 
and me, the said John Rous, by the name of John Rous, the 
elder son, and heir apparent of the said Thomas Rons and 
Margaret his wife, the elder daughter of the said Thomas 
Fell, and the aforesaid Margaret, of the third part. 

*' Item — I give and bequeath unto Margaret, my wife, 
all of that my messuage or tenement wherein I now dwell, 
with all out-houses, edifices, buildings, gardens, orchards, 
lands, and meadow ground thereunto belonging, with their 
appurtenances, situate, lying, and being in Kingston afore- 
said, and the reasonable use of all my household goods 
and furniture that shall be therein at the time of my 
decease, to have and to hold the same to her and her 
assigns, during her widowhood. From and after her next 
marriage, or death, which shall first happen, I do give 
and bequeath the same unto my only son Nathaniel Rous 
and his heirs," &c., &c. 

Then follows a detailed account of the provisions under 
which he leaves another sum of £500 to his married 
daughter, Bethiah English, to whose husband he had given 
alike sum on her marriage, and to his unmarried daughter 
Anne, £1,500, also subject to various provisions, one of 
which was, that should she marry contrary to her mother's 
consent, she was only to have £500, the other thousand 
going to her brother, to whom all of the Barbadoes property 
was bequeathed. Margaret is thus mentioned : — 

" I give and bequeath unto my daughter Margaret, who 
hath several ways disobliged me, the sum of ten pounds 
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only of Inwfiil money of England, to be paid nnto her 
witLin three montlia nest after my decease. But if after 
my decease she shall b}' her obedient and dutiful carriage 
oblige my wife, then my will is, and I do hereby give and 
bequeath ui^o my said daughter Margaret for her benefit, 
in sucli manner as my now wife shall direct and appoint, 
sncli a Bum of money as my wife shall direct, order, and 
appoint, so as the said Bum exceed not five hundred pounds, 
to be paid within three months next after such order." 

Tfo letters either before or afterwards reveal to u8 any 
more of Margaret's faults or position in life. Over her 
history and that of her descendants, if she left any, a cloud 
of impenetrable obscurity rests. 

John Rous left all his property to hia wife and children, 
except £5 each to his two brothers-in-law, whom he requested 
to act as "overseers." It seems improbable, from the 
sums he bequeathed to his daughters, and from another 
provision of his will, that he was so rich a man ns his father 
had been. The Barbadoes estate may have undergone one 
of those tropical catastrophes not uncommon in that region, 
which had reduced its value. Such an experience might 
probably have caused him to add the following clause — ., 
" Hily will is that when my son-in-law, David English, and 
my said daughter Anne, shall receive their respective lega- 
cies, tliey shall give bond to my executor hereafter named 
for their several and respective repayment of two hundred 
and fifty pounds apiece, in case any other loss shall happen 
to my said plantation in Barbadoes, within five years after 
their receipt of their reapective legacies." 

Nathaniel was left " full and sole executor " to his father's 
will, and William Meade and William Ingram "overseers 
thereof." The family mansion which John Rous bequeathed 
to Iiis wife had been erected by himself. It was an Eliza- 
bethan building, and stood till lately in an elevated suburb 
of Kingston, called Surbiton, It was ultimately purchased 
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for II parish workhouse ; but its site is now graced by 
some fasionable villas. Margaret Rous survived her hus- 
band eleven years. She died in London 2nd of 5th mo., 
1706, aged 73. Her son Nathaniel's marriage is thus 
recorded, about a year and nine months after his father's 
death : — 

''Nathaniel Rous, of the parish of [St.] Mary's Balhaw, 
London, Merchant, to Hannah Woods, daughter of Caleb 
Woods of Guilford, at Guildford, 13th 8th mo., 169G." 
They had five children, of whom three, a son and two 
daughters, survived their father. Nathaniel himself died 
intestate at Wandsworth in 1717, aged 46. His sou John 
survived him only 5 3'ears ; he died at Leeds, and was 
interred there in the burial ground of Friends, at Meadow- 
lane. Whether or not John was married, I have not been 
able to ascertain; but if he were the eldest son; he must 
have been 24 or 25 at the time of his decease. Of the 
history of his two sisters, Joanna and Anne, nothing is 
known. Perhaps they as well as their brother may have 
descendants, who can cast some light on this ancestral 
question. 

Bethiah, the eldest daughter, who was bom in 1666 and 
married in 1692 to David English, of Pontefract, left three 
sons, Nathaniel, Thomas, and Benjamin. Of the descend- 
ants of the two latter, if they loft any, there is no trace. 
Through Nathaniel, though the name of English was trans- 
mitted and continued for two more generations, it now 
seems to be extinct. Margaret English, granddaughter to 
the above Nathaniel, wag married in 1787, to Joseph H03'- 
land, of Shetlield, afterwards of Waterford. Margaret 
Hoyland was a much-valued minister in the Society of 
Friends, and a woman of remarkable judgment, executive 
capacity, and refinement of mind and manners. She was 
indeed a devoted Christian and a worthy representative of 
her ancestors, Margaret Fell and Margaret Rous. She 
was left a widow in early life, and died in Waterford in 
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the 3'car 1833. Of hrer two sons and two daughters, Henr}', 
Sarah, Anna, and Joseph, only Sarah was married, and 
she died upwards of 20 years ago, without leaving any 
descendants ; Henry, who was the eldest, alone survives. 
And so far as can be traced, Henry Hoyland, of Co. 
Antrim, Ireland, is the only descendant of Bethial English 
that remains. Nay more, he appears to be the only living 
descendant of John and Margaret Rous; for Anne Rous, 
who was married to Benjamin Dykes or Dix, left no child 
behind her who attained years of maturity. She was his 
second wife. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

1C97— 1702. 



Last visit op Margaret Fox to London — Letter from Daniel 
Abraham — M. F.'s Address to Kino William— Letter to 
Edmund Waller — ^Epistle to Friends — Wm. Ingram to 
H. Fox — Mart Lower to her Mother — ^Margaret Fox's 

REVIVAL OF her TESTIMONY — HeR DeaTH. 

By the next letter, it appears that Margaret Fox was 
with her children in the neighbourhood of London, in the 
latter end of the year 1G97 ; and also that Daniel Abraham, 
that same year, sold the Ilawkswell estate, wliich he had 
purchased from Charles Fell, Judge Fell's grandson. 

Thus he writes to his mother-in-law : 

Daniel Abradam to Margaret Fox. 

"SwARTHMOOR, 22nd llthmo,^ 1C97^ [January, 1698.] 

" Dear and honoured Mother, —Thy dear and acceptable 
letter, dated the 10th of the 11th month instant, we very 
gladly received ; and by thy remembrance, of us [and thy] 
tender regard and travail in spirit for our good, we are 
greatly comforted and refreshed, and our earnest desire is 
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that we may be still remembered b^^ tbee in thy near 
ap[)roache8 unto the Lord, for our preservation ever\- way ; 
and as it is very comfortable and joyous unto us to hear 
that the Lord hath enabled thee to perform those services 
which He is pleased to require of thee, so our trust and 
hope is that when thou findest freedom in thy spirit to 
return unto us, and to the i)lace of thy outward habitation 
again, that He will give thee ability to perform the same, 
unto the great comfort of us, thy children here, which, 
with submission unto the holy will of the Lord, we much 
desire. And, dear mother, according as my wife last 
week acquainted thee, I have sold Hawkswell, at a better 
rate than what I had been before bidden by either Isaac, or 
Roland Atkinson, or any other, of this I perceive my wife 
hath written, so I need not enlarge thereon ; and truly we 
are very desirous to embrace opportunities for the dis- 
charging of our engagements, as our exercise man}* times 
is weighty, not so much through any unwillingness to 
dispose of things, as lest by the squandering thereof 
by the enemies of Truth, the Truth might be reproached. 

" We are through mercy all well here. John is pretty 
diligent at his book, and doth improve in his learning ; he 
many times mentions thee with tenderness. The season 
here hath been very cold ; we have had much both snow 
and frost this winter. 

" We are concerned to hear of the return of cousin 
William Yeamans' illness, and if it might in any wise 
conduce unto his health, we should be glad when the 
weather were seasonable of his company here."* 

The illness alluded to is of Isabel's only son, which 
appears to have been consumption ; it terminated soon 
afterwards in death. 

Margaret Fox remained with her children in and near 
the metropolis for five months more ; before returning to 
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Swarthmoor, she penned the following address to the King, 
which her daughter Susanna presented in person. 

To King William. 

" It hath pleased Almighty God to bring me unto this 
place, two hundred miles from my outward dwelling, in 
my old age, (being entered into my 85th year) to bear my 
testimony for that eternal Truth, which I and many more 
are made partakers of, — praised be the Lord I But I am 
not free to return to my habitation until I have cleared 
myself unto this government. I was exercised in this 
manner the first 3'ear King Charles II. came to the crown ; 
and laboured among them [at Court] a whole year to 
acquaint them with our principles. Great opposition we 
had both from Church and State, j'et it pleased God to 
cause them to give us some liberty to worship nim,thoagh 
sometimes under great sufferings. 

^^And now I am to acquaint King William that we have 
been a people for about forty-six years, having lived under 
several reigns ; and we have suffered very much, as is well 
known to the nation of England, even to the death of 
several hundreds by imprisonment and other hardships. 
Yet we were never found in the transgression of any just 
or righteous law, but only [suffered] upon account of our 
consciences towards God. 

" We do deny [and condemn] all plotting and contriving 
against the government, and all false underhand dealing. 
We live in [the maintenance] of that principle which is 
righteous, just, and true; for God is a God of Truth, and 
blessed are all they that fear Him and walk in His Truth. 
And now God has placed thee over us in this Government, 
who hast been very moderate and merciful to us, and we 
live very comfortably under thee, and do enjoy our meet- 
ings quietly. God hath blessed thy government and pros- 
pered thy undertakings, for which the King and we have 
cause to bless His Holy name, who is the God of Peace| 
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and His Son the Prince of Peaco, who has given us tran- 
quillity. 

" Thy gentle government and clemency and gracious 
acts God hath and will reward thee for. And as we abide 
in the just and righteous principles of God, I hope the 
government shall never hear worse of us ; but that we 
shall rather be a blessing than grievance to it and the 
nation. So it will be if we continue in the blessed Truth ; 
in which I pray God for thy preservation, who am Ilia 

servant, and thy faithful subject. 

•* Margaret For 

** London, S/^tJi 4th mo., called June, ICOS. 

" Delivered to the King the 25th of the 4th mo., by 
Susan Ingram." 

Considerations on two points pressed on the mind of this 
aged servant of the Lord, on the eve of returning to her 
own home in the north. One had reference to the religious 
interests of an individual, the other to some manifestations 
she had observed in the Society more at large. In both 
instances, as soon as she was able, she relieved herself by 
communicating her feelings to those to whom they applied. 

The individual in whose religious state she had become 
80 much interested, was Edmund Waller, son and heir to 
Waller the poet. She had hoped to have seen him before 
leaving London, but had been disappointed. Brought up 
under influences and prepossessions far away from such 
principles and i)ractices as those of the Society of Friends, 
that young man had become weary of the insincerity of 
the gay world, and of the selfish surroundings with which 
a worldly-minded father had encompassed him. Turning 
away from them in disgust, the Holy Spirit had led his 
weary soul to Gospel Truth, which he saw maintained in 
unsophisticated simplicity by the Friends ; and he accord- 
ingly joined their Society a few 3'ears after his father's 
death. To understand what a great change this involvedi 
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we must recall his father's circumstances, and those in 
which the son was educated and left. 

Edmund Waller, the poet, possessing by inheritance an 
ample property, being cousin to the Protector and nephew 
to Hampton, occupied the position, during the Common- 
wealth and various Parliaments, of a Government favourite. 
But, in fact, his Parliamentary life commenced in the 
reign of James the First, when he was only eighteen years 
of age. After the death of Cromwell, when the cause of 
royalty became more hopeful, he was very ready to take 
up with that side again. Accordingly, he was smiled on 
by the new King, sat in the first Parliament summoned by 
Charles II., and kept his seat throughout the Parliaments 
of that reign. He acted occasionally as poet laureate, and 
was an accomplished statesman, and a brilliant, subtle, 
witty orator. Such was the example placed before his son. 
Amid such surroundings he was educated. The father 
died in 1687, leaving Edmund his chief heir. Thus Dr. 
Johnson speaks of the four sons : — " Benjamin, the eldest, 
was disinherited and sent to New Jersey, as wanting com- 
mon understanding. Edmund, the second son, inherited 
the estate, and represented Agmondesham in Parliament^ 
but at last turned Quaker. William, the third son, was a 
merchant in London. Stephen, the fourth, was an eminent 
Doctor of Laws and one of the Commissioners for the 
Union." 

The letter of Margaret Fox to him who " turned Quaker " 
is as follows : — 

" To Edmund Waller. 

" Dear Friend, — I should have been glad to have seen 
thee before I returaed to my outward habitation, under- 
standing that thou hnst made choice of that blessed Truth 
that we bear witness to. I cannot but say, it is well thou 
hast chosen the letter part, which, if thou [desire to] abide 
in, will never be taken from thee. I perceive by some letters 
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from thee, which I have heard read, that there is a work of 
God begun in thy inward man. This is the great work that 
God is working in this 11 is day in the hearts of His people ; 
as it was in the hearts of the Apostles; in which time, 
though they professed all one thing, yet there were divi- 
sions amongst them concerning some things — even division 
between Paul and Peter. And the Apostle writ to the 
Corinthians, that he was afraid of them, lest the serpent 
should beguile them through his subtlety. The simplicity 
which is in Christ is single and innocent without [selfish] 
ends. Now, the subtlety of the serpent is to draw aside 
and to appear another thing than it is in reality. But where 
Christ is the Leader and Guide, there will He bless and 
prosper ; and He is an unchangeable God. 

" To this God, who is merciful, constant and faithful, I 
commit thee to perfect His own work by His word in thee. 
He is God over all blessed for ever. 

" From thy well-wishing Friend in 

" The Truth, 
'* Margaret Fox."* 

"London, the 25th of the 4th month, 1690.'' 

The other communication referred to is dated from 
Swarthmoor the same month, so that it must have been 
written or finished immediately on her return home. It is 
entitled, — 

"An Epistle to Friends." 

I give only its concluding passages, as those forwhich'it 
appears to have been especially written : — 

" Let us all take heed of touching anything like the cere- 
monies of the Jews, for that was displeasing unto Christ, 
He testified against their outside practices, and told them 



♦ From the volumo published by M. F.'s family after her death. 



AND THEIB FBtEND& 42& 

of their long robes and broad phylacteries ; nnd when they 
found fault with Tlim for eating and drinking with puhlicaua 
and sinners, He told them that publicans and sioDcrs should 
enter into the Kingdom before them. So that wo may see 
how ill lie liked their outward show. 

" Let us keep to the leading of the Etemnl Spirit that God 
hath given us to be our t«acher, and let that put on, and otf, 
as is serviceable for every one's state. Let us take heed of 
limiting [one another]} in such practices ; for we are nndcr 
the Gospel leading nnd guiding and teaching. Legal cere- 
monies are far from Gospel freedom. Let us beware of l>eing 
guilty, or of having a hand in ordering or contriving that 
which is contrary to Gospel freedom. It is & dangerous 
thing to lead young Friends much into the observation of 
outwai'd things, wLicli may easily be done. For they can 
Boon get into an outward garb so as to be all alike outwardly ; 
but this will not make them true Christians ; it is the Spirit 
that gives life. I would bo loath to have a band in such 
tilings. May the Lord preserve us, that we do no hurt to 
God's work, but let film work whose work it is, 

" We have lived quietly and peaceably thus far, and it is 
not for God's service now to make breaclus. 

" Maouaret Fox.* 

" swaiitiimiwr, 

4l!t mo., lG9.-i.'' 

It is evident that during her late visits, she hod witnessed 
Bometliing of a narrowing formal spirit at work which was 
beginmng to cull for an external uniformity and a close with- 
drawal within a sectarian inclosure, such as grieved her. 
This did not correspond with her convictions of Gospel 
freedom, or of the Spiritual life and Christi.tn energy that 
the Holy Spirit imparts. 

Alx>ut the same time some Friends in the North of 
England started an objection to the payment of fee-farm 

• From JU. F.'b publislie*! Epistles. 
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rent-charge, such as was attached to the Swarthmoor 
estate. They maintained that it was a form of tithe 
originally got up for the maintenance of a priesthood, and 
as such, that the Friends should leave them who claimed it 
to distrain rather than to pay it voluntarily. The idea laid 
hold of Daniel Abraham's conscience, and acting on it, the 
person whose right it was, sued him with the view of 
dispossessing him. This involved expensive law pro- 
ceedings and much perplexity to the family. Thomas 
Lower, whose estate of Marsh Orange was held under a 
similar tenure, did not unite in Daniel Abraham's scruples. 
Nor did his brother-in-law, William Ingram. In coimectioa 
with the case, Daniel Abraham repaired to London, where 
his friends and relations laboured to convince him of his 
error, and at length they appear to have succeeded. In a 
letter written during that time, Wm. Ingram says to 
Rachel Abraham, under date 10th mo., 1699: — ^'^ Dear 
Sister, we received thine this week, and have truly 
sympathised with thee and our dear mother in all your 
suffering and distress, which has happened through this 
unadvised refusal to pay the fee-farm rent. We greatly 
pity thy exercised condition, but know as the Lord is eyed 
and had regard unto, lie is able and in due time will give 
ease to the afllicted. We had our dear mother's letter 
directed to my wife, which we gave thy husband a sight of, 
and he seemed pleased with it. My brother and sister 
Meade are now in town, and with brother Lower and the 
rest of our relations sympathise with you. We have dealt 
very plainly with my brother in this affair, and hope it will 
have a good effect, being done in love. There need be no 
fear of a seiiuestration coming upon you — that is stopped 
— it is only the costs that are depending."* 

The letter which follows, written more than a year after 
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the foregoing, proves that some who Lad commenced the 
agitation were not disposed to yield their opinions, how- 
ever contrary they were to the judgment of more experi- 
enced minds. 

George Wuitehead to Margaret Fox. 

"London, 15th Ut mo., 1701." 

" My dear and ancient beloved Friend M. F., — 
" In the love of our blessed Lord Jesus Christ, do I 
tenderly salute thee and the rest of the faithful with thee ; 
being often consolated that in our failing years we are 
supported by His divine love and power, who is the same 
yesterday, to-day and for ever, who hath hitherto helped 
us with faith and patience [amid] afflictions and adver- 
sities, and who lifted up our heads overall oppositions — all 
prejudice and spirit of discord, [in that] great fight of afflic- 
tion, not known by some who now would ' reign as kings 
without us.' But glory and dominion be to our God and 
to the Lamb who sits upon the throne immoveable and 
immutable — even to Him who was first and will be last, for 
'tis His right to reign, all crowns must be cast down before 
Him. And we whose faith fails not, shall have the answer 
of our Great Mediator's prayers; we shall triumph as with 
palms in our hands, in token of victory and crowns of glory 
which will never fade away. 

*' Dear Margaret, I received thy kind letter, dated the 
20th Twelfth Month, 1700, which was kindly accepted. I 
am truly sorry to understand that there are some among 
you that are zealous, but not according to true knowledge 
and divine wisdom, which is pure and peaceable, and 
admits not of strife or self-exaltation, nor seeks to pick 
occasions against faithful brethren or sisters in Christ. I 
am sorry that any should take upon them to judge any of 
you at this time of da}', about a matter which they cannot 
demonstrate to be either an evil in its own nature, or such 
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a8 is prohibited by the divine law of Christ. If it were 
either, I verily believe the Lord would have long since 
discovered it unto you. 

*• Upon a late search into the statutes of the 22nd and 
24th of King Charles II., chap. 6 and 24, about those fe> 
farm rents, I do not understand that they are tithes or 
tenths, or so rendered as nomine decimee ; but distinct from 
them and reserved as payable to the crown, or as a crown 
rent, and since settled in trustees, who were empowered to 
make sale of them for the king. I do not undei*stand that 
these rents amount to near the quantity of tithes or tenths. 
If they had been originally part of the tithes or church 
rents, the property was altered by converting them into a 
rent to the crown ; and now the king and government have 
the same power in like manner to take away part of the 
tithes, and so alter the property as to turn them towards 
maintaining tlie crown, or put them to some other necessary 
civil use ; and I see not how [in that form] conscience 
should refuse payment of them more than to refuse the 
payment of taxes or poor rates, suppose part of the tenths 
were turned to these uses. 

" Dear Margaret, thy relations are well here. Thy grand- 
daughter, Margery Lower and Benjamin Robinson, were 
married last Fifth-day, at Bull and Mouth; and a great 
meeting and solemnity we had, where I had some good 
service. Many great persons and some members of par- 
liament were present, and were generally civil and sober 
and well satisfied — blessed be the Lord for His good power 
and wisdom, accompanying and helping us. 

** In true love to thee and thine and to Tiiomas Dockray, 
and with kind love from my dear wife to thee and you all, 
I remain, 

" Thy assured loving frien3 and brother in the Truth, 

George Whitehead." * 



* From the original, in possession of Sarah C. Hicks, Stanstead. 
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William Ingkam to Margaiirt Fox. 

"London, l^thytkmo. [September], 1700. 

" Dear and honoured Mother, — We had thy acceptable 
letter of the IGth of the last month, and were refreshed, as 
usual, at the receipt and reading of it ; blessing the Lord 
that thou art atill continued to be a comfort to thy children, 
who I believe have no outward greater joy than to hear of 
thy health and welfare. 

"And now, dear mother, being lately given to under- 
stand by thy letter to brother and Btster Meade, about 
cousin Nathaniel, their son, that thou wast in some exercise 
upon that account, I was somewhat concerned to desire 
thee not to let in any trouble to thy mind about tliat matter ; 
for I hope all will come out well at last, for I know in part 
the great care and diligence they have used to have him 
preserved in a sense of Truth, and out of the pollution of 
thie world, which I and many more that know him are 
satisfied he is clear and clean from ; but so it has happened 
that he, being of an active mind, could not conteut him- 
self without some business and diversion, more than the 
country life with his father and mother, did afford. So 
their care and great concern was to fit him with what 
might be most suitable to his condition and inclination, 
which they were endeavouring about for a cousiderable 
time ; but nothing that was suitable presenting, they gave 
him a diversion into Holland, of which thou hast been 
informed : at his return the matter of business and employ- 
ment again entered into his consideration, ami he could 
not be satisfied with any arguments to dissuade him from 
it, nor could be persuaded to accept of a country life with 
his father and mother ; which, if I know their mind [as I 
think I do], they desired. The matter being brought to 
this issue, it was left to his choice what employment to 
take to, and he chose the law ; which I do not see is intended 
OS though he uhould be a practitioner la it, or make a 
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pecuniary advantage of it, for there is no need of that, but 

to advance him in the knowledge of that so necessary to 

be known, and to divert him for a season out of the way 

of other company not to his advantage, who seemed to 

wait for acquaintance with him. All things considered, 

there does not seem much more that could have been done 

on the parents' parts, whom I know he is as dear to, as the 

apple of their eye, and they are daily attending him for 

his good, having placed him in an apartment next to a 

kinsman and counsellor, who hath the character of a very 

sober and honest man ; and I am satisfied, from what I 

know of him, he would rather be a help to him than a 

hindrance. So the issue must be left to the Lord, in whose 

power it only is, to make our children such as He would 

have them be. I write this that thou mayst be satisfied in 

my brother and sister's care in this business, and that 

according to my sense they have not done anything on 

their parts that may be occasion of trouble either to thee, 

who I know art greatly concerned for cousin Nathaniel, nor 

any other that have respect for him. So with mine and 

my wife's duty to thee, and love to our sisters and relations, 

with thee, I rest, 

" Thy afiTectionate and loving son, 

"Wm. Ingram."* 

The letter which follows develops more of Mary Lower's 
maternal interests and family history than any other I have 
seen. Some of its details fix the year in which it was 
written as 1701, though the original document gives only 
the day and the month. 

Mary Lower to her Mother. 

''The 2nd day of the 3rd numth [1701'i. 

" Dear and honoured Mother, — It hath been in my mind 
to write to thee this great while, but m}"- husband writing 



From the original in the Abraham Collection. 
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Bometimes and my brother Abraham constantly,! thought 
my writiugwould notbesoncetlful. We have been conceniod 
fur the bodily weakness that hath attended thee of late. 
But the Lord hatli preserved tliee over the heads of thy 
opposers many a time, and my secret belief hath been, ever 
siuce I heard of thy illness, that He would strengthen thee 
to see these opposers all brought to confusion and shame. 
" 1 was much comforted to see thy concern for dear 
Richard's* preservation in the Tnith, vhich is the chief 
thing our regard ought to be to ; and I am sure it is in both 
our minds more desired for him than great riches. I have 
been for a considerable time under much concern lest too 
long a stay in Holland might be a snare to h;m ; and I have 
been constrained to write to him many a letter with what 
opened in my hfart as to the danger he was liable to, if he 
ke|)t not the Lord always before his eyes ; and I bless His 
holy Name, I have received much comfort in his answers to 
my letters. IIo is diligent in his business and understands 
it pretty well, so that it is likely his master may not be will- 
ing to part with him. When ho was sent for we heard but 
of two years, and we thinlc at the end of two years and a half 
liis father might recall him ; but if he do come home, he must 
be placed either with his master's brother or some other 
merchant until he be of age, which, if the Lord please to 
spare his life, will l>c at Michaelmas come twelve months. 
Till tlien he may be in London on better terms than where 
he is, seeing he can speak tlie French, Dutch, and Spanish 
languages, and understands the Dutch way of book-keeping. 
Many [in London] would be glad of him and give him hia 
mc:it and other advantages, whereas we now pay for his diet, 
waaliing, and lodging, (yet very mean,) forty pounds a year 
beside other expenses. However, I earnestly desire the Lord 
may direct us what to do with him that may preserve him 
in the Truth, for I can truly say it is the chief thing I am 



• If&ry Lower's only at 
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concerned about ; and although we have not abundance for 
him, yet if he fear the Lord, that is treasure enough. I have 
had it in mj^ heart to desire thee to pray for his preservation, 
and that as the Lord hath made provision for his sisters that 
so he and they may live comfortably ; and I hope they will 
be kept in a sense of the Lord's goodness to the end of their 
da vs. 

** Mj^ daughter, Margery Robinson, I think is very well 
settled, and hath a very honest good man [for her husband] 
and one that is very sharp in business ; I am well satisfied 
that she may have more true comfort in her station now than 
she might have had in a higher one. So that I believe it 
was in love to her that the other was disappointed. My 
husband hath all ready, and will in the following week pay 
him £500 of her portion ; what more he gives her he takes a 
longer time for, but hath not fixed the sum, but he will give 
her above her other sisters ; and we have also laid out one 
hundred pounds for pewter and linen and other things ; for 
so we did for Loveday, and we paid £500 also in a month's 
time after she was married, although Benjamin Dicks ac- 
quainted her husband's relations, as we proved when he and 
his wife were last in town, that ' for all her greatness she 
had but one hundred and fifty pounds.' We cannot imagine 
what should make them be so envious against us, but most 
against Love<lay, who behaves herself verj' inoffensively to 
them and to all, and hath the report of Friends and others 
of her obliging humble behaviour. I must say I know nothing 
to make tbcm so much against my son and daughter Swan, 
but that they have the better report of all people ; for my 
son Swan is a very exact man to his word, dealings, and 
payments ; and the other is far otherwise. Loveday doth 
not * keep in her parlour' (as they say) but is a good country 
wife, and minds her husband's business in his absence. She 
makes an excellent nurse, and her child is a strong lusty for- 
ward child. 

" Benjamin Robinson settles two hundred pounds yearly 
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upon M.irgcrj', iu lioiiscs, groimdrents and freehold. For 
aii'^lit I kiion-Miiry is to be muri'icd erelong : when Lu rcturne 
we can say more, and then may let thee know f more exactly J, 
Wo arc providing .£500 for Mary also. Onr children goetb 
pretty fast fjom U3 one aller anotlicr, wbieli puts ua a little 
to it, but we do as well as we ean ; and if our tinworks be not 
hindered by the course of tbe war, wliiob makes tin fall, wo 
shall aoon l)c in n way to help our son also. We have them 
[B. and M. Robinson] with us yet, and I suppose it will ho 
near Whitsuntide before their house can be ready. For goods 
to Hirnish the house with, my daughter will make the furni- 
ture his grandfather left liim do, which are good things 
although not fashionable. Hut Margery is very prudent, and 
will keep out of the extravagance that so many gocth into. 
"I had great experience of the goolness of the Lord to 
me and Loveday in her great exercise and peril lately, 
which I desire never to forget. We bad a very good 
sensible letter from our son Richard Lower last Fourth-day, 
whicl) we were glad of. My brother and sister Meade come 
to town once in two weeks mostly, and go to see their son 
at the Temple pretty often. But the hazard of liis con- 
tinuing there I think they apprehend not so well as they 
might My son and daughter Robinson intend to write 
to thee, with brother Abraham ; and Mary and her friend 
think of writing also to thee, on his return out of Wiltshire.* 
Benjamin, and Margery, and Mary, and Bridget, all re- 
member their dear love and duty to thee ; and our dear 
love to my sister and cousin, whom I heartily wish had 
come to London with his father. We arc very glad of our 
dear brother's company ; but be is scarce ever with us at 
victuals — he is no trouble in tbe iamily, nor Robert Lawson 
neither. I would rather have them both than want them, 
for they are very good company for my husband in the 

* Jlary's friend abovu alludud to was Wm. Areb, to wbom she 
was marrliMl in 1701. 
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evenings, and we have . room enough in this house. My 

sister Rous is also with us, and I think she is pleased with 

her lodgings ; her love and duty are to thee and dear love 

to sister and cousin. 

"Desiring thy pra3'ers for us, I conclude thy dearly 

loving and dutiful daughter, 

" Mary Lower."* 

The next document is a very remarkable one ; not only is 
it the last from Margaret Fox's pen, but its declarations 
and tone show tliat, though at such an advanced age, her 
mental and spiritual energies were still bright and vigorous. 
Of the circumstances that drew it forth there is no record. 
But from George Whitehead's letter and what Mary Lower 
says in the opening of hers about " opposers," as well as 
from the tenor of the document itself, it is evident that 
there had arisen among the Friends some narrow, fault- 
finding, dividing spirits, which were giving trouble to the 
right-minded portion of the Society on various points. 

"Margaret Fox's Revival of her Testimony." 

" To God Almighty I appeal, whom I serve with my 
spirit in the Gospel of His Son; whose I am, and to whom 
I am given up with mine heart and soul to serve, who hath 
been my Father and leader ever since I knew Him ; who 
hath led me through many trials, sufferings, and exercises 
that were cross to flesh and blood ; who hath upheld and 
supported me therein down to this day. And now in mine 
old age I am forced to renew my testimony again, through 
a false, lying spirit gotten up amongst us to oppose and 
withstand our gracious, blessed Truth, in the which we 
were begotten, and in the which we who are preserved out 
of this spirit do stand in tliat blessed unity of the eternal 
Spirit, which joincth up to the Lord, and one to another. 



* From tlie original in the Thimbeck Collection. 
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" But an imagining, false, and nntrue spirit, hath gotten 
into some, by which they are deluded, aiid will not see or 
upprcbcnd, by any means used to give them satisfaction. 
Yet for the eatisraction of friends and others I give this my 
testimony, while I breathe upon the earth, that I Bhall stand 
for God and Truth. He hath taught me to render to all 
men wliat is their due, and not to owe anything to any but 
love. In tliat ^rbich is righteous and j list, God hath taught 
us and manifested His will. And He commands that we 
should render to C^sar the things that are Ciesar's,and to 
God the things that are God's; which I shall by His holy 
assistanee and power endeavour to fulfil both to Qod and 
man. This I am moved of the Lord to acquaint all with, 
whilst I have breath and being upon the earth. 

" Given under my hand this 24tb day of the 9tb month, 
Anno Domini, IVOl. 

"Mabqabet B'ox."* 

The closing scene was not far distant when the above 
vas written. A few more months, and the earthly tene- 
ment of that servant of God was laid prostrate ; with a 
sense in her soul that her days in this world were nearly 
numlsered. Ko cloud obscured her spiritual vision, no 
weight lay on her conscience. Her soul rejoiced, as encom- 
passed by Divine love she exclaimed,"Oh,niy sweet Lord, 
into thy holy bosom do I commit myself." "Come, Oh, 
come Lord Jesus 1 I am freely given up to thy will." To 
her grandson, John Abraham, she said, "John, the Lord 
loves thee, and will love thee for my sake. My tears and 
my prayers for thee that I have put np many times have 
been seen and heard." 

As the last moment drew near, she asked her beloved 
daughter Rachel to take her in her arms, nnd then saying, 
" I am in peace," gently breathed her last 

Thus lived and died the great-grand-<lnughter of the 



' Copied and furnished hj Hannah Tlioip, of HalUitx. 
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martyr Anne Askew, on the 23rd day of the 2nd month 
(O.S.), 1702, in the 88th year of her age. 

Her remains were interred in the Friends' burial ground 
belonging to Swarthmoor Meeting-house, at Sunbreck, on 
the 27th of the same month, amid a great concourse of 
Friends from several counties around, and of the neigh- 
bouring gentry and peasantry. 

The character of this faithful servant of the Lord, this 
truly devoted mother, both in His Church and in her own 
family, has been so clearly delineated in letters and other 
preceding details, that any further enlargement seems 
nec(Jless here. I shall therefore close with the compre- 
hensive words of her contemporary and personal friend, 
Thomas Camm, who, in speaking of her spiritual bright- 
ness says, ^^ She shone as a morning star, and was filled 
with wisdom and true understanding for the propagation 
of righteousness on the earth." " They that be wise shall 
shine as the firmament, and they that turn many to right, 
eousness as the stars for ever and ever." (Daniel xii. 3.) 



CHAPTER XXX. 

DKSCEimANTS OF THE FeLLS OP SwARTHMOOB IIaLL — CON- 
CLUDING HEMAIiKS ON THE SOCIETY OF FbiENDS. 

Marqabet, the eldest daughter of Thomas and Margaret 
Fell, has had all that can be discovered of her family 
history' traced in Chapter XVIII. She was married to 
John Rous, in 1661, and died in 1706, aged 73. The 
number at present living of the descendants of John and 
Margaret Rous, appears to be reduced to one individual — 
Henry Iloyland — an elderly gentleman residing in Ireland, 
who is a member of the Society of Friends. 

Bridget, the second daughter, who was married to John 
Draper, at Hedlam, Durham, in 1662, left no children. No 
record of her death has been discovered. 
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Geobqe, tlio only son, and the beir to the family estate 
of Hawkswell, seems to have been married about 1668. 
He died betn'eea 16T0 and 'T3, leaving two children ; a son 
named Charles, and a daughter Juabella^ who was married 
to James Qravea, but of her descendants nothing is known. 
Charles, on coming of age, sold the Hawkswell estate to 
his UQcle, Daniel Abraham. He was married to a Kentish 
lady, the daughter of John Brown, Esq., of Spclmondeo. 
From incidental remarks in family letters, be appears to 
have resided in or near London, and to have lived so fast 
that but little remained for hia widow ; which is evident 
from her having fc-lt the necessity of taking in needle- 
work. She was said to have been an accomplislicd lady, 
and possessed considerable vigour and amiability of char- 
acter. Her husbaod died early, leaving her a young widow, 
with an only son, also named Charles. The society into 
which this branch of the family was launched, carried it 
far apart from the Quaker descendants ; but still they 
claimed for some time the title of the " Fells of Swarth- 
moor Hall." Eventually Charles Fell's widow was married 
to Robert Wilkes, a celebrated actor, and one of the 
patentees of the King's theatre. But her son sought a 
wife in a family whose ancestors, like his own, belonged 
to the Society of Friends. He was married to GuUelma 
Maria Penn,only daughter of William and Guli Penn's 
son William. Btie was one of those little grandchildren 
whom Penn's biographer tells us used so much to amuse 
tlie declining years of the Fennsylvaniaa legislator with 
tlicir playful romps at Roscombe. Respecting the children 
of this union, I can only hear of Rohert Edward Fell, 
who, in the year 1756, was promoted to a captaincy of 
marines. Afterwards he became a lieutenant-colonel in the 
army, under which title he lodged a pedigree in the 
Herald's Office, and procured a confirmation of arms in 
the year 1T70 ; he was then described as Robert Edward 
Fell, of SL Martin's in the Fields, Middlesex. His will, 
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which is in the Court of Canterbury, was proved on the 
28th of February, 1787, by Thomas Brookholding, his sole 
executor, and the husband of his niece Philadelphia. 
There is no evidence of his having been a married man ; 
but in his will he leaves his sword and pistols to his 
nephew, William Hawkins Newcombe. And that niece 
Philadelphia, whose husband was his executor, no doubt 
was named after her maternal ancestor's city of brotherly 
love. It is only through this nephew and niece being 
named, that any trace of other descendants of Charles 
Fell is manifested. Robert Edward FelPs will gives the 
last evidence I can discover of descent through the male 
line from the Swarthmoor Fells. 

Isabel, the third daughter, in the summer of 1664, was 
married to William Ycamans, a Bristol merchant, son of 
Robert Yeamans, Sheriff of Bristol, who was hanged for 
his loysA politics, at his father-in-law's door, early in the 
civil war. They had several children, who died in infancy. 
William Yeamans himself died in 1674, aged about 36. 
Their last son, William^ died at his uncle Meade's, in 
Essex, in 1697, aged 28 years. Isabel was married a second 
time in 1689, to Abraham Morrice, of Lincoln. She died 
in 1704 ; her husband died one year subsequently. 

Sarah, the fourth daughter, was married to William 
Meade in 1681. She died in 1714, at Gooseyes, in Essex, 
aged 71. Her husband died the preceding year, 1713, aged 
86. William Meade's will, recently procured from the 
Prerogative Court of Canterbury, contains the following 
items : — 

" I give to my dear wife, Sarah Meade, one hundred 
pounds, for her to distribute amongst the poor of the 
people called Quakers, as she shall see cause. Item, I give 
to my dear son, Nathaniel Meade, one hundred pounds, and 
I do hereby order him to keep the same in his hands, 
paying ilvc pounds per cent, per annum interest for the 
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Biimc to tlic mooting of the people called Quakers, at 
Barking, in Essex, for the use of tbe poor of that parish 
of tlic people called Quakers belonging to tliat meeting, 
until tbe said one hundred pounds can be placed out upon 
good security, according to my said sou's good liking. 
Item, I give to my said dear son, Nathaniel Meade, two 
liunilred pounds for him to give to such charitable use, or 
to such hos[iitnls, as lie shall think fit. Item, 1 give to the 
Ovorficers of the I'oor of Harrold's Wood Ward, and 
Haveriug Ward, in the Parish of Hornchurch, in the County 
of Essex, ten pounds to each ward, to be distributed to 
the poor therein." 

William Meade ^as llrnt mentioned in the foregoing 
pages in a letter written in 1670, on the occasion of Wm. 
Peun's|nd]iisimpri!4onmeut. He is there spoken of as one 
who had recently joined Friends. He belonged to a family 
in Essex of cousiderttble lau<led property and influence. 
Ue had a house in London as welt as a country residence. 
Ou the occasion of his proving the handwriting of George 
Tos. in his will, he is styled '' citizen, and merchant tailor," 
but that is understood merely with reference to the city 
guild of which he was a member. The estate and mansion 
of Oooseycs, situated near llomford, in Essex, was purchased 
by William Meade from Lord Dudley and Ward, about the 
year 1C70. Gooseyes is a manor in the liberty of Havering, 
and the house belonging to it being rebuilt by Lord Dudley 
was formerly a mansion of considemlile consequence, but 
most of it lias been pulled down, and the residuo turned 
into a fariD-housc. The meeting-house and burial ground 
at Barking, about six or seven miles from (Jooseyes, is said 
to be on proiwrty that belonged to the Meade family, and 
tliat the title of the lessee was purchased by Friends in the 
year 1672, and tlio meetiug-houso erected at William 
Meade's expense. Katliauiel Hcadc, not being satisfied 
with the life of a country gentleman, and wishing to study 
for the law, as stated in a foi'egoing letter to his grand- 
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mother, his parents yielded to his desire, and he entered 
the Temple as a student a month after the date of the above- 
mentioned letter, as is manifest by the following record : — 

"August 13th, lYOO. Mr. Nathaniel Meade, son and 
heir apparent of William Meade, of Gooseyes, in the county 
of Essex, Esq., was admitted into the Society of the Middle 
Temple, and is specially bound up in company with it. 
And gives by fine £4 Os. Od." 

At that time he was sixteen years of age. At the time 
of his father's death, in 1713, he was twenty-nine, in the 
hey-day of prosperity-, heir to a handsome estate, and a 
rising barrister possessed of considerable talent. After 
his mother's death in 1714, he erected a small vault in the 
centre of the Friends' burial ground at Barking, wlyre the 
remains of his parents were laid side by side, and a plain 
headstone placed, with the following inscription: — 

** Here lyetli the Body 

Of WiUiam Meade 
Esq. who departed this life 
The 3rd day of April 1713 in 
The 80 th year of h's age. 

And also Mrs. Sarah Meade 
Who died the 9th of June 1714 in 
The 71st year of her age." 

After that nothing of Nathaniel Meade's history has been 
traced, save that he pursued his profession successfully, 
became Serjeant-at-law, eventually was knighted, and died 
in the year 1700. Ilis death is thus recorded in the 
''London Chronicle"* of April 17th— 19th, 1760 :— 

" On Tuesda}' morning last, died at his house in Litch- 
field Street, near Newport Market, very much advanced in 



♦ The ** London Chronicle," in the British Museum. 
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years, StR Xatiianiel Meade, Knight ; a gentleman nui- 
versnlly respected." 

His nge was 76- Of liis descendants, if he left any, no 
trace lias beea discovered, nor can hia will be found. 

Sir Nathaniel Meade sold the Goosey cs cetatc to William 
Siicidon, wlio al^crwanls sold it to Sir Thomas Ne.ivc, 
Baronet, and it is nowtbe property of his son, Sirllichard 
Dighy Xeave, Bart. 

Mary, the fiflli daughter, was married to Thomas Lower, 
M.D., in ICfiS, and died in 1719, a^ed seventy-five. Iler 
husb;ind died the following year, aged eighty-eight. They 
had ten children; hut only five of them were living when 
Mary Lower wrote to her mother in 1701 (see page 1.30.) 
Those were, 1st, 3Iar<jertj, horn 1C75, married to Benjamin 
llobinson, of London, in 1700; 2nd, Loveday, born 1G77, 
married to William Swan, of ILalstead, Esses, in 1690 ; 3rd, 
Manj, Iwrn 1078, married to William Arch, in 1701. Tlie 
Arches of Cornhill, the celebrated publishers, were their 
descendants. There are now only two representatives of the 
Arch family living — Caroline Benson, and her son William 
Benson. lH>th of Manchester. 4tli, Richard, born 1082, 
died 1705, aged twenty-three; 6lh, Bridget, born 1C88, 
married to Evan Ward, goldsmith, of Lombard- street, 
London, Of the descendants of Thomas and Mary Lower, 
I know of none now living save Caroline Benson and her 
son. Of the descendants of the Svvans, Thomas Lower's 
grandsons, whom he intemled should inherit his property 
in America, nothing is known. 

Susanna, the sisth daughter, who was married to 
William Ingram, Icfl no children; date of her death 
unknown. Ucr husband died 1700, and she was then 
living, 

Rachel, the seventh daughter, was born 1653, married to 
Daniel Abraham, 1682, and died 1732, ag»d seventy-nine. 
Her husband died the previous year, aged sixty -nine. They 
left but one child, Johu Abraham, born 1687 ; and from him 
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nineteen-twcntieths of the living representatives of Thomas 
and Margaret Fell are descended. He was the grandson 
whom his dying grandmother so ardently blessed, saying 
that she felt assured the Lord had heard her prayers on his 
behalf, and would bless him ; he was then fifteen years of 
age. Ten years after his grandmother's death, when he 
was about twenty -five, ho had a very serious illness, which 
is remarked on in the following letter from his mother : — 

Rachel Abraham to her son John Abraham. 

" SwARTHMOOR, the 24th cf UtmontJiy 1712, 

My dear Son, — Thy dear and most acceptable letter, with 
my dear sister Lower's, I most gladly received last Seventh- 
day ; for which we, with our whole hearts, blessed the Lord, 
that he is pleased, in measure, to restore thee to some 
health, which I trust in His own time He may perfect, to 
our hearty thankfulness and unspeakable full joy, and I 
very much desire, if it be our most merciful Lord's will to 
enable thee to come home. Thy father is very willing to 
go to accompany thee, which will be much to my satisfac- 
tion. I have been, and am still under daily trouble and 
exercises concerning thee, beyond what I can express, not 
but that I am well assured of my most dear and worthy 
brother and sister Lower, with cousin Ward's great care, 
tenderness, and abundant respect, every way to thee, and 
helpfulness, through the Lord's great mercy, beyond what 
we could have done ; yet I have a great desire, if it may be 
the Lord's will to strengthen and enable thee to come home, 
hoping this air might be more suitable for thy health, and 
to recover thy strength. As to thy improvement in 
speaking, I would not have us too much to think of that, I 
am not doubtful but in that respect it will be well, to all 
our satisfaction, and be not in the least careful of any 
charge, or expense, any way that ma^^ tend to thy occasions, 
or advantage, upon any account. If it were never so much, 
it will not be thought too much if it were all that we have; 



^H ^^^^^ha, 
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for I desire nothing in thia world more, if the Lord be bo 
graciouB to ua as to give thee henlth and strcngtli again. 
My most dear and entire love to tlice, begging thee to write 
every post. My dearest love and truest respecta to my 
dearest brother and sister Lower, and to my dear cousins 
llic Wards. Tliy father's true love ia dearly to thee ; thou 
art much in our remembrance beyond whnt I can mention. 
" From thy affectionate mother, 

" It. A. 
"To Jo". Abraham, 
at Doc'. Lower's, 

in London. 
" ( P. S.) Dear son, be not sparing of charge in any respect 
I desire thee,"* 

Wliat a trnc rootlier'a letter I The earnest prayer of the 
affectionate tieart it came from waaanswered. John recovered 
perfectly ; and both father and mother lived to see him 
happily married, in 1732, to Sarah Foster, daughter of 
Thomas Foster, of Hawthorne. 

All of John and Sarah Abraham's children were born at 
Swarthmoor Ilall. But in 1T59 they sold the Hall and 
Swarthmoor estate, and removed to Scaton, near Lancaster, 
retaining only the Os motherly property which had belonged 
to the Fells for many generations.! At Scaton, John 
Abraham died in 1771, aged eighty-four ; his wife died in 
1777, aged seventy-six. Two sons and five daughters sur- 
vivcd them. Of these only three, Thomas, Margaret, and 
Mary, Imd families. Thomas inherited tlio Osmotherly 
property, and Margaret, the eldest of the sisters, was ni;ir- 



• From tlie or:K:iiiil in the Abraham Collection. 

t The tmint^il'atu pn'SNiiro wliicli letl to tlio sale of Swartlimonr 
Hall «Htate in imderstuud to have arisen out of unsiicveHaful mining 
opcrat'ona cnga^t^d 1u citlii r tiy father or son, | robably tlie latter. 
But, previous to tliat went thu enormous i>i;rHeeuI ing exaetions and 
•einnrcD of projK-rty at Swarthmoor had cousidcrably reduced the 
pcciw;ary means uf the family. 
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ried to Ebenezer Mellor, of Manchester. (The family history 
of this brother and sister shall be dwelt on with more detail 
hereafter.) Mary, the youngest of the three, was married, 
in 1756, to Charles Canon, of Manchester, who emigrated 
with his wife and three children to Philadelphia in 1762. 
Of their descendants nothing is known. Robert, the 
unmarried brother, settled in Virginia. Of the other three 
sisters, Rachel, Alice, and Hannah, one only was married, 
and she left no children. 

Thomas Abraham, who inherited the residue of the landed 
property of the family, was born at Swarthmoor Hall, in 
1723, and he afterwards settled in Whitehaven as a merchant. 
With his brother Robert, of Virginia, he engaged in the 
import oT tobacco, then a monopoly, in certain ports, of 
which Whitehaven was one. This business they pursued 
for many years, but eventually with such ill success, to 
Thomas Abraham, that not only the remains of his paternal 
inheritance, but his wife's fortune, which was considerable, 
was also swallowed up. He had been married, in 1749, to 
Ellen, daughter and co-heiress of Henry Clare, of Martin's 
Croft, near Poulton. He and his family ultimately settled 
at Penrith, where he died in 1778, aged 55. His wife out- 
lived him nearly thirty years. Thomas and Ellen Abraham 
were both interred in Friends' burial-ground at Penrith, in 
Cumberland. They had twelve children — five sons and seven 
daughters; four of the sons, John, Robert, Thomas, and 
Henry Clare, were married, and three of the daughters, 
Catherine, Sarah, and Ellen. Henry Clare died without 
leaving children. 

Sarah Abraham was married to John Thirnbeck, of 
Bristol, in 1790; she died in 1799, leaving two daughters — 
Mary and Ellen. The latter was married to James Oraee 
in 1824. Of John and Sarah Thimbeck's descendants there 
are now living ten individuals. 

Ellen Abraham was married to Richard Cockin, of Don- 
caster, in 1799. Hannah Thorp, wife of Joseph Thorp of 
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Halifax, and Ellen Miller, first wife of William Miller of 
Edinburgh, were Richard and Ellen Cockin's daughters. 
There are five individuals now living who are descendants 
of Ellen Cockin, 

John^ the eldest son of Thomas and Ellen Abraham, born 
1750, married Sarah Ware, and settled in London, where he 
died in 1800. His only son, Henry, went out to India, and 
never returned. Two of his daughters also went to India, 
one who was married to Colonel Bowler, the other to James 
Staveley, a barrister of a Lancashire family. Another 
daughter, Ellen Clare, was married to Doctor Clarke, and 
after his death, settled yi Exeter. 

Robert Abraham^ born 1766, married in Marylebone, 1794, 
Ann Isabella Robinson. He died in London, 1813, his 
widow in 1845. They had one son, Henry Clare Abraham 
and two daughters who were married, and two unmarried 
daughters. The son died in New York without leaving heirs. 
One of the daughters was married to a Roman Catholic 
gentleman, W°*. Nicholas Gardiner, and of their descendants 
there are five individuals living. 

Thomas Abraham^ fourth son of Thomas and Ellen 
Abraham, was born at Seaton, in 1771, and married in 
Penrith parish church, 1803, to Orpah Clarke, daughter of 
James Clarke, author of " Survey of the Lakes." Thomas 
Abraham died at Carlisle, 1861, aged 91. His eldest son, 
Robert, died at Montreal in 1854, leaving a widow but no 
children. Those of Thomas Abraham's family now living 
are John Abraham, chemist, of Bold-street, Liverpool, and 
his sister Margaret, who was married in 1819 to Charles 
John English, a Liverpool merchant. They have seven 
children. 

John Abraham^ son of the second Thomas Abraham, 
was married to Maria Hayes Tyerman, at Liverpool, 1844. 
They had two sons and two daughters. This family con- 
tains the only descendants now living of Daniel and 
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Rachel Abraham of Swarthmoor Hall, who retain the 
name of Abraham. 

We now return to trace the descendants of Margaret 
Abraham^ daughter of John and Sarah Abraham, who was 
born at Swarthmoor Hall in 1726. She was married in 
1748, to Ebenezcr Mellor, son of Samuel and Lydia Mellor, 
of Manchester. Eventually, Ebenezer Mellor and his wife 
removed to Edenderry, Ireland, where she died in 1773, 
and her husband in 1777. They had several children, all 
born in Manchester, some of whom died young; John, 
their only son who attained to years of manhood, died in 
Barbadoes, unmarried. Their two surviving daughters, 
Lydia and Mary, were both married, the latter in Dublin, 
1792, to James Kathrens. He did not live long; they had 
a daughter, Mary, who was married to A. Moffit, and had 
several children, who with their parents, all emigrated to 
America ; and of them nothing further is known. 

Lydia Mellor, who was born in Manchester, 1749, was 
married in Dublin, 1779, to Abraham, son of Richard and 
Elizabeth Shacklcton, of Bally tore, Co. Kildare. Ho died 
at Ballytore, 1818, aged sixty-six ; his widow in 1829, aged 
eighty. They left three sons and two daughters, Richard, 
Ebenezer, George, Elizabeth, and Mary. Of these only 
George and Mary survive. Richard died at Ballytore in 
1860, leaving no children. JE^fte/iezer, who was married to 
Ellen, daughter of Dr. Bell, died in 1856 ; and of his chil- 
dren there are five sons and two daughters living ; also 
several grandchildren. George^ the youngest of the three 
brothers, was married to Hannah, daughter of Joseph 
Fisher of Limerick, a descendant of William Edmundson, 
whose letters to Margaret Fell have been quoted in the 
foregoing pages. Of their children there are living four 
sons and seven daughters ; also several grandchildren. 
There are in all thirty-two descendants of Abraham and 
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Lydia Sliackleton now living, of whom Bome are in England, 
mo^t in Irtlitnd, and one family in Ameiica. 

Most of the families descended from the Fella of Swarth- 
moor Hall have some old ancestral letters in their {los- 
sesston. But in addition to Icttei's, the SImcklctons of 
Balljtore have other family mementos, of these, the most 
remarkable is Margaret Fell's dressing case. It is large 
and the lid is handsomely inlaid, the whole being in perfect 
preservation; and they have what miittt once have heea a 
very beautiful knife and fork, which also belonged to their 
great progenitor, Margaret Fell, The handles are of clear 
agate, with silver mountings, and the whole not larger than 
onr second-sized knife and fork. The Shaekletons have 
also the remains of George Fox's tortoise-shell comb case, 
and they have a fan in excellent preservation, that belonged 
to one of the Swarthmoor sisters, 

Tlie total number of the living descendants of Judge 
Fell, that can be spoken of with a certainty, amount to 
seventy-five. That there are others in America and else- 
where, whom we in this country know not of, there is good 
reason to believe. Of the known descendants it appears :^ 

38 Belong to the Society of Friends. 
i;i " to the Churcli of England. 
14 " to the Unitarians'. 

ft " to the Independents. 

5 " to the Ilomau CathoUen, 



e in England, 
in Ireland, 
in America, 
in Scotland. 
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COXCLUDING REMARKS. 

Is the foregoing pages, there has been placed before the 
reader, through the medium of a family histor}', a series of 
letters that spread over half a century — a half-century 
replete with great over-turnings, both in Church and 
State. 

Written as those letters were, in the openness and 
confidence of friendship, and many of them containing the 
free interchange of thought between the nearest relatives, 
they naturally manifest the real feelings and principles that 
actuated and sustained the writers throuii:h trials small 
and great, and through persecutions indescribable. It is 
true they belong to an age that was less marked by 
refinement than ours, and which was more remarkable, not 
only for its earnestness and its triumphs of principle, but 
for its intolerance. Yet it was an age never to be forgotten 
by those who can appreciate the importance of the period 
of transition between Papal domination and Christian 
liberty ; and I trust, they who can appreciate this impor- 
tance, will welcome the light which those original letters 
cast on the section of society to which they relate. Whilst 
in them, and through their preservation, a cord has been 
found which binds the family narrative together, they also 
serve to illustrate the religious fervour and devotedness of 
the writers, as well as, in a more general sense, to set forth 
the persecuting spirit of the times. The letters manifest 
throughout, that the one great endeavour of their authors, 
the master-spring of all their actions, was to do the will of 
Ood on earth ; not merely to profess to believe in Christ, 
but also to prove their love and fealty to Him, by being 
ever on the watch to keep His commandments. 

The authority of man, which had to so large an extent 
usurped the authority of Christ in the Church, still held a 
sway unauthorised by the Gospel when Quakerism arose ; 
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lifeless forms and ceremonies were still the objects of 
dependence with many ; and a lifeless faith prevailed widely 
with others whose creed was less ceremonious. Justification 
by faith in Cbrist, pn^lucing a reliance on His righteous- 
ness being imputed to man, was extensively held in such 
form, that, amid a life of disobedience to God, it brought 
ncverthelesss an assurance of salvation. To arouse a 
sleeping world from that false security, and to point it to 
the sanctifying power, and the guidance, and teaching of 
the Spirit of Christ in the heart, was the great mission of 
the early Friends, What tbey pressed on their hearers, 
as William Penn says, ^^ was not notion but experiencCi 
not formality but goodliness.*' 

It seems to be a common experience in the history of 
the Church, that neglect of an essential doctrine on one 
hand, leads to its extreme prominence when reaction sets 
in. In accordance with that common experience, it is clear 
to many, that ultimately the Friends went so far in the 
one direction, as unconsciously to put the Gospel view of 
justification by faith too much in the background ; but it 
must be admitted, that the early Quaker pioneers, whilst 
they dwelt with especial force on sanctification of heart 
and life as essential to the true followers of Christ, stren- 
uously repelled every charge of not duly regarding justifi- 
cation by faith. 

Whatever may have been the state of the case with them, 
it seems evident that their successors of last century gave 
a less conspicuous place to that great fundamental doctrine, 
justification by faith as laid down by the Lord Jesus him- 
self, than was good for the health and the growth of their 
church; but in the present day, so man}** enlightened 
Friends have seen and acknowledge this defect, that we 
need not fear its perpetuity. 

That there is a diversity of religious experience on sev- 
eral points among good Christians is certain ; ^' differences 
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of administration, but the same Lord ; diversities of opera- 
tion, but it is the same God which worketh all in all." If 
that diversity of operation, mentioned by the Apostle Paul, 
were more commonly recognized, we would not have so 
much measuring the religious experiences of others by our 
own, and judging them to be genuine or not according to 
their correspondence therewith. That the teaching of 
Jesus warrants the belief that the sinner who in sincerity 
wishes to forsake his sins, and in heart seeks to the Lord 
for forgiveness and for aid, will be freely pardoned all past 
transgression, and through grace admitted to the privileges 
of a child of God, is too clearly declared by the Lord him- 
self to leave room for doubt ; but the full individual con- 
sciousness of that forgiveness and admission, not being 
made known so immediately to some Christians as to 
others, constitutes one of the diversities of spiritual 
operations. It appears to me that, in our own day, the 
want of a clear recognition of these " differences of ad- 
jninistration'* has led to much needless doubt and discas- 
sion, both among Friends and other Christians. 

The Society of Friends in America has gone on largely 
increasing, but in the British Islands it is a much smaller 
body now than at the period to which the foregoing history 
relates ; and it must also be acknowledged that we see not 
now evidence of such general zeal and devotedness as 
marked its early days. Nevertheless there have been of 
late cheering indications of renewed spiritual life in many 
places ; and the substantial fruits of the Christian con- 
science have ever been visible among them. The assistance 
given by Friends to the cause of the distressed and the 
oppressed throughout the world, has always been large in 
proportion to their numbers and their means; doubtless 
this has, in great degree, resulted from the constraining 
influence of Christian love as well as that of conscience and 
education. Such service is still needed ; and there is also 
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a great need for a testimony to be born, like that which 
their forefathera nphctd, to tlie Bimplicity and epirituality 
of the Trutli as declared by Jesus. The preacnt is a time 
for Bcmtiny ; but no time for falteriug among Friends, or 
for turning aside from tliat which has produced bo much 
good fruit. Both the Church and the world require them, 
require their aid and their example; and so long as they 
continue to bring forth the peaceable finits of righteousncBS, 
we may be asanred they are not likely to lose a jrosition in 
Christendom. It is when the tree becomes unfruitful that 
the Lord of the vineyard saya, " Cut it down, why 
cumbereth it the ground V 
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DSBIT&TIOIT OF THB KAKE SWABTHUOOB. 

.PVom a vtamueript by tkt lale Robert Abraham, of MorUrtal 
The name of Sw»rthmoor has been attributed by Bishop Gibson* 
one of the commentators on Camden, and aft.'rwarda by almost all 
the writers on the history of Pumeas, to Swartz the Flemish General, 
who wui sent by Margaret of Burgundy to usert the cause of the 
House of York against the title of Henry the Beventh. He landed 
at Pie of Fondri, and was sa:d to have given his nsma to the moor 
on which he mustered his forces. But the supposition Is altogether 
gratuitous, and. can be shown to be ernmeous. In Domesday Book 
the place ia styled "Wartz," and in another ancient document 
"Wart;" both probably the Anglo-Nonnan style of spelUog the 
Saxon "Worth" or "Wark," meaning a house or enclosed 8tn«ig- 
hold (eurtii sive habitalio, Spelman), and which enteia Into a Teiy 
great number of names of Baxon origin. 

The style and Importance of the hoose and demesne In the early 
part of tho seventeenth centuiy might lead to the suppoeition that it 
had been an ancient manorial residence of some coosideiable family. 
But not only do a variety of circumstances, including the negative 
evidence of the silence of local history respecting it, establish the im- 
probability of the suppositiun, but it can be shown from the hlsta:y 
of the ManorofUlvetstonetbatit Is a parcel of that Manor, and that 
there never was any such Manor of Snarthmoor, or Manorial family. 
And beg'dea, a Schedule of the date of 1746 In the handwriting of 
John Abraham, the last person who possessed it in anything like 
entirety, shows that It was not by him deemed to be a Manor ; and 
further, it can be shown from other sources (West, p, 96), that he 
himself possessed the Manor of UlveiBtone by a dist net title, and 
not as any part of the Swarthmoor Inheritance. Though no docu- 
ment has yet leen publ'shed to show how this extensive p.operty 
(453) 
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became combined into one estate, and acquired by the family of Fell, 
tlicre is not much room left for conjecture in that respect. From a 
careful inspection of the mimiments of the Abbey of Fumess and 
the Priory of Conishead, comparing the descriptions in the ancient 
grants with the boundaries of this estate, it will appear very clearly 
that Swarthmoor consisted of the eastern portion of the demesne of 
the Priory, with certain outlying dependencies (in particular the Mills 
in Ulverstone) of the Abbey. At the dissolution, the temporalities 
of those institutions were grant d out by the Crown, and passed 
through many descents and al enations to their present possessors. 
Hence, it is clear that the estate must have been formed by purchases 
of lands held by distinct titles, from those grantees, and that a house 
suitable to the newly constructed proi)erty was built shortly after 
the Reformation by the Fells or their predecessors. This hypothesis 
agrees with all the circumstances, and accounts for the absence of 
any ancient history of the Hall and of its possessors. The estate 
thus formed was certainly one of the most considerable, and the 
family, whatever their origin, one of the most wealthy in Fumess. 



B. 

Fell, op Swarthmoor. 



Extracted from a manttseript written by the lite Robert Abraham^ 

a descendant of the Fell family. 

Though, from various incidental references to him in the records 
of the day, and the very extensive landed property he possessed at 
the time of the breaking out of the civil wars, Mr. Fell appears to 
have l:,een a person of considerable distinction and inflaence, we have 
been unable to find any materials for constructing any connected 
account of his life, or for tracing his descent further back than the 
century in which he Lved. The difficulty of such researches is 
known to all who have been engaged in them, and the difficult'es in 
this case are in some degree peculiar. Mr. Fell livei at a time too 
remote for private family records to be of much aid, and the breaking 
up of the feudal system, with the rarity of heralds' v sitations, and 
of inquisitions post mortem, and th3 general destruct'on and dispersal 
of records which followed the Reformation and which t'le civil wars 
completed, make the tracing of pedigrees through the latter half of 
the sixteenth century and the beginning of the seventeenth pecu- 
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liarly laborious and donbt "ul. We liavo arrived, however, satis- 
factorily (o t'le coai'lus'on that Jlr. Fell was of an ancient family iif 
wbat arc locally called in tlio ilistrict of PumcsB " Free homagers," 
analogous to what were anc'ently called in ot'ier parts of tlie kingdom 
Franklins and Teomcn, the former »piM>11at!un bc'ng derived from 
pcivonal freedom, asdistiujuishingtbem I'rum t'.ie v llcins or tenants 
by base tenure, wliiuli was the condition of ttiu major ty of the lura) 
population ; and the la' tcr from their possesiionof laud, wliicb distin- 
guisho:! tliem fjoiu the mcrctiants and fre': burghers. Tlteir tcn.m 
was frank soccage, the ncaivst e ]uivuleiit in the feudal pyst^m in! r >- 
diiccd by the Normans to the S^xon frank tenement, 'a whic'J each 
man hcldhiH tandasof ]>crsunal riglit, owing to his sovereign and 
thoslato tliodut'esof aciti.'.cn, wlietlicr in ba'tlo or eouueil. This 
Isttio principle (n which all our nindcm lib.rties arc baACil, and 
whiL-h has gradually in our laws and ciist ims cmerjcd from tho 
oppti:SH:on of the Norman conquest aiid f e systum of graduated 
perwiiiat dependence which followed it; and which, finally, by the late 
acts f r the compulsory commutation of copytiold and customaiy 
t^nane'es, promises very avecdlly, af.er tho lapse of so many c-n- 
turies, again to establish all the lanl o!' tho kiu.-dom in the frank 
teiiemi nt and frank almoijne in whicli the Normans found it. 

Tl:c!>e frco homagers were therefore t.nants in frank soccago of 
the baro:iy of Dalton, ow iig to the Aiihot of Fiirnei's, as Lord of 
the scigiiory, free s.rvirc, neither baso service, nor knight rervlc?, 
fiillon iiig bis banner in war an 1 attending his courts on view of 
frank pi dge. Though not assuming coat armoxir n ir holding in 
Mp!U, tliey were often of r.s great r.'speetability and opulence aa 
the i>etty lords of tlie mesne tenures. But not Itcing of gentle rank 
nor allying wi^li the gent y, their ]>cdigr.o-< and alliances ara not on 
reconl, a::d could (uly have 1>cou gleined from the Court rolls, 
which are now mostly dispersed or lust. Nut owiug wardMtiip mid 
relief to th" CroM n, which were incidental to kniglit's servlee, their 
names are not to lio found in the iu'iuisitions whieh aie held 0:1 tho 
death of tcnan's in eapite, and from wliieli the pedigrees of the 
(■entry are mostly comjiileil, an<l of which tliirty thousand are 
extant relating to Lauca>,hire alone. Tlic name of fjce hoinageni 
clearly ind'cates their pos tlon. Homage, the me.'kuing of wii'ch, 
like tliat of villein, felon, y oman. .ttiil many ntlter ancient words, 
is very much debased, is derived from "liomme" a man, and was 
applied to the military duty of a man, an<l his acknowledgment of 
it when comin;^ of a-;e and re^ivin; livery of his lands. Tho term 
free homageiB therefore literally meant the fruu manhood of FumcES, 
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as distingu'shed from the gentry and their dependents. There can 
be no doubt that tlieiio free homagers, franklins, and yeomen, of 
whose number, spirit, and intelligence, England has always been 
justly proud, were the remains of the ancient Saxon landed pro- 
prietory who had escaped the full infliction of the feudal obligat'ons. 
This class of landowners were always from local causes numerous 
in the northern counties, and particularly so in Fumess. 

It was doubtless the intention of William, when he parcelled the 
kinj^dom into sixty thousand knights' feis, to reduce the whole 
native rural population to the condition of villeins, under his Nor- 
man followers. But his power failed him in the more distant 
portions of his territory. When Roger of Poictou effected the con- 
quest of Lancashire, pnidential motives appear to have operated to 
prevent the entire confiscation of the so'l which took place in ot^ier 
counties. His cnstlcs and those of his principal followers were 
statoned on the frontier of h:s earldom, apparently rather t^ turn 
back invasion tlian to curb the inhabitants. The principal of them 
were at the ferry of the Runcorn, where there were no fewer than 
two ; at t^.e landing-place at Livtrf ool, at that on (he Land, at 
Gleest<m near the harbour of Peel, whi're Suart with his Flemish 
army landed at a later period, and in Rochdak', to guard the pass 
inta Yorkshire, then tho only practicable one on that side. Lan- 
cashire has always been rcmarkaMe for the great number of ancient 
families bearing Saxon names ident'cal with that of their residences, 
those of gentle blood and those descended of them amounting to 
several hundred in number, and of these the presumption is that 
the majority are older than the Conquest, while miny distinctly 
trace their descent beyond it and are proud of their Saxon lineage. 
It may, therefore, saf.ly bo inferred, that instead of exterminating 
the native landowners, Roger of Poictou took the wiser course of 
amalgamating^ tho principal of them with his followers in the 
Norman system, while a greater port'on of the hsser propiictors 
were suffered to remain on a t.nure r.s similar to their original one 
as the new syst jm allowed, and these we frequently find in anc'ent 
local records in a military sensj desciibed as Radmen, a Teutonic 
term which the learned Dr. Kner says meant one who rodj in b:;ttle 
on horseback. This riding to battle on hors.back was, as well by 
tiio ancient Romans as by all the EurjjMiau nations in the Middle 
Ag s, esteemed a great privilege, and almost the distinguishing 
mark of a gentleman. The Latin equals and the Normnn cheval are 
the roots from which are derived the terms "equestrian" order and 
'* chevalier," and in like way in many other languages. At a later 



APPENDIX. 457 

period were added insignia or devices on banner, pennon, crest, 
shield or 8urcoat, 'which gradually became hered taiy, and combined 
in qiiarterlngs for alliance with di£ferenccs for house and other 
contrivances, for d'stinguishing families and their different mem- 
bars ; and these, very shortly after the Conquest^ became the 
exclusive tokens of aristocracy, of what is called in England 
** gentility,*' and by the continental nations "nobility,'* the meaning 
of which is much restricted with us. 

>Ir. "West remarks (p. 32), that eo late as the t*me of Henry the 
Eighth, the Saxon families of H'gh Furness lived in villages and 
hamlets of the'r own name, and he enumerates several. Of these 
probably wore the Fells, deriving their name from the district of 
Furness Fells, the general name for IVgh Furness, of whom there 
were many families both in the position of tenants of the manor and 
of free homagers. Of tlie latter, one family, the Fells of Rcdmen 
Hall, had been known to have been there for nineteen generations 
(Baines, vol. 4), but from the caus3 we have mentioned, their 
pedigree will be looked f>)r in vain. Another family of the same 
rank and doubtless the same antiquity, were the Fells of Hawks- 
well, and from the latter, Mr. Fell, the subject of this notice, was 
descended. 

At some period or other whitih we cannot now ascertain, Mr. Fell 
or his ancestors became extensive purchasers of Abbey lands cover- 
ing many hundied acres to the south and west of the paternal estate 
to Morccambe Bay, and at an advanced period of his life he became 
possessed of a larg3 estate in Kirk by Irelith, the property of the 
Askews of Marsh Grange, so that his estate extended, with little if any 
interruption, quite aero s the peninsula, and must, with th3 outlying 
farms or fields of which wo find traces in most of the contiguous 
parislics and townships, have been, with the exception perhaps of 
that of the Pr. stons of the Abbey, by far the most considerable in 
Furness. Mr. Fell was educated to the profession of the law, and 
though his name is not to bo found among those of legal authorities, 
there can bo no doubt, from his subsequent advancement, that he 
was a successful p: actitioner. He lived in troubled times, and the 
only mention we find of him or of his family by Mr. West> is in the 
year 1643, when Fell of Swarthmoor is enumerated by that historian 
as one of the principal adherents to the Parliamentary cause in 
Furness, and as taking up arms in its behalf. It is to be regretted 
that a historian so accomplished as Mr. West, should have allowed 
his prejudices as a priest and a Jacobite to carry him so far as they 
have, not in the way oT p jsltlvc misrepresentation but of suppression. 
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making no mention whatever of the famir.cs of Fell anl Askew, 
though every way entitled to notice, or of their capital mansions of 
Swarthmoor ami Mar.>h Grange, er^ual at the time of their erection, 
or, iudcud, superior to any other in tUe peninsula. The omission is 
obviously studied and not accidental; nor is it supplied by hi 4 
editor, Mr. Close, who, taough sufficiently sensible of it, is unabld 
to supply anything beyond tlie meagre particulars to be gleaned from 
the life of Mrs. Fell. 

The first mention we find of Mr. Fell, personally, is hi the year 
1G41, at the breaking out of the civl war between the King and the 
Pa.liainent. In that year the Parliament, assuming the prerog.itive 
oT the Crown, directed the Lord Newhur^h, Chancellor of the 
Du hy, to expung • fro:n the T.st of mag'.strates Sir Gilbert Hoghton, 
and nine other Royalist gentlemen, and to place m their room 
twe'.vc Piirliameut-irians, among whom were John Bradshaw and 
Thomas Fell. As the Commission of the Peace was the.i very 
restricted, this was probably an entire change of the whole quorum. 

The list of the twelve shows that the Parliament was then sup- 
ported by many of the more considerable gentry of Lancashire, as 
it includes the names of Ashton, Stanley (Sir Thomas), Ratcl'ffe, 
Staidisli, Egcrtjii, and others of noti. In 1042 we find Mr. Fell 
mentioned a ;ain fo/ forfeitures, having followed civil war, and the 
E.i.1 of Darby, with the Royalist party, after several sanguinary 
engagements, completely routed, Mr. Fell was appointed, along with 
twenty other gentlemen of consideration, a Parliamentary seques- 
trator for Lancashiie. 

In the year 1643, a battle was fought in the immediate neighbour- 
hood of 31r. Fell's residence, in which he was projably present, 
tho igh lis name does not appear in any accounts which havj sur- 
vived. There are two ace )unts of this engagement, that of Thomas 
Park, high con table (West, p. 46), wlio quaintly observes that 
those wero 'Hroub'esome and distracted times, e p3cially for con- 
stables:" and that of Colonel Rigby, also of an ancient Furness 
family, and one of those of which We.^t avo'.ds giving any account, 
the commander of the Parliamentarian forces (Baines, Vol. II., p. 
26). T..e latter in his dispatch to Pailiament simply descr bes the 
a.tion as a rout, but the worthy high constable, in whose life it was 
a greater even', is more particular. 

One of the first uses to which the triumphal party turned their 
newly-acqulr. d power, was to consolidate it by the exclus on from 
Parliament of th lir opponents. The then representatives for Lan- 
caster hav'.ng joined the op;)osition Parliamen!; summoned by the 
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King at Oxford, were declared incapable, and in 1645 a new election 
ordered. At th's election 3Ir. Fell and another gentleman of the 
dominant party, Sir Thomas Bendlow.s, or Bindloss, of the house of 
Berwick, long of great consideration in this county and of long 
stindlng in Furness, were returned. We have no account of his 
parliamentary career, and it was probably a short one. But Mr. Fell 
was a few years after promoted t3 an imjwrtant judicial p )st, which 
he filled for many years, and unlike many p.rsons in his time, in a 
manner generally inoffensive and acceptable to a!l parties. Th's 
office was either that of Chancellor or of Vice-Chanccllor of the 
Duchy of Lancaster and of the Duchy Couit in Westminster. His 
wife says that he was Vice-Chanccllor ; t'.ic register of his burial in 
the parish churjh of Ulvers'ono says that ho was Chanccllo.*; 
possibly he might fill the inferior office at one period, and be pro- 
moted to the more d'gnified and lucrative one at a later. In politics 
and religion, wh'ch wore then identified, Mr. Fell adhered to the 
Independents,* of whom Cromwell was the head, and Bradshaw, 
with wl:om Fell so often appears associated, a leading member. 
Whatever might be the faults of this pir.y, it must bo adm t::cd 
that for its t'me, it was one of the mos*:; moderate and enlightened. 
In 1046, during it* ascendancy, the Parliament set to wo.k t> 
remodel the Church, oi* rather to extir^)at3 episcopacy, and in that 
year we find the kingdom divided into provinces or ** classical 
presbyteries," of which nine (Baines, Vol. II. p. 41) were in 
Lancash re. In t'lat of Furness, wo find Thomas Fell, E quiro, at 
the head of the list of laymen, which also includes Thomas Fell, 
gentleman, of So mthe:w^hit. In this list the distinction between 
the rank of esquiie and that of gentleman, and between the latter 
and yeoman, seems very carefully noted. But though the strength 
of the Parliament and the Dissenters and Low Church, apx)eared so 
firmly consolidated in 1048, a new cause of alarm arose t j the ruling 
powers that ye;r. An army was raised by tlie Piesbyterian in- 
terest under the Duke of Hamilton in Scotland, to reinstate t le 
fall ng dynasty, and the Lanca^hlrj R >yalists began to put them- 
selves in motion. Tlie House of Commons immediately sent down 
three of its members, Colonel Ashton, Major Brooke, and Mr. F.ll 
(Baines, Vol. II.), as commissioners fo.* tlie safety of the county, 
and they were followed by two otlier gen lemen of Ijc-al rank and 
influence on the same side, jVIr. Anderton, of Anderton, and Mr. 
Bold, of Bold. I'he Pari amenlar aiis of the county were armed 
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by them under Colonel Bigby, the conqueror of Thersland, and 
Colonel Ashton, probably of Middleton, and they were reinforced 
by a body of veterans under Lambeit. Regiments locally raised 
were also placed under the command of two, Colon:l Shuttlewortbs, 
or Stand sh, and a Dodding, all circumstances sufficient to show 
that, even amonq^ the gentry, the Parliament was not without 
powerful adherents in Lancashire. But the Duke of Hamilton and 
Sir Marmaduke Langdale advanced from the North in great force, 
and Cromwell was ordered in person to meet them, which he did 
with his characteristic promptitude and intrepidity. And at War- 
lingt'jn and Winwick, on the Cheshire border, he encountered the 
enemy, and with one-third of their numerical force routed and all 
but annihilated them. Th's is the last political event with which 
we find Mr. Fell's name connected. His promotion to a judicial 
office the succeeding year wo aid naturally withdraw him from 
pDlitics. From his connootlon with Cromwell and Bradshaw, it is 
not probable that he would remain with Iho fanatical ** rump " of 
the Long Parliament wh.ch was forcibly dissolved by the Protestor, 
ani it is certain that he was never elected into any Lucceeding 
parliament. 

We cannot find that Mr. Fell ever sat in any of the superior 
courts of Westminster, but, besides his office in the Duchy, he was 
one of the Judges of Assize of the Chester and North Wales 
Circuit. It also appears that from some cause he and Bradshaw 
we e associated as going Judges of Assize, in 1C52, on the English 
No them Circuit, where th.y bot'i greatly exerted thems^lveii to 
disjountenance the persecutions of the Quakers, and subsequently 
both, part cularly Fell, sjem to have protected them to the utmost of 
their power. Such are the few and meagre particulars, whicli from 
incidental notices widely dispersed, we have been able to glean of 
the hislory of one wh ;se hist ry, had it been written when his 
career was freshly remembered, would doubtless have presented 
niany features of interest, bo.h from his station and credit with his 
party, the importance of the offices which he filled, and the remark- 
able character of th ;se with whom he was associated. That sto.my 
and eventful era wh'ch commenced with an armed resistance to the 
usurpations of the Crown, and ended with the Restoration, was not; 
one in which quiet mediocrity throve ; and to thrive wit*.;out odium 
was then a rare happin.ss, which presumed both ability and integ- 
rity. The character of Judgj Fell, as he is commonly termed, is 
preserved in the affectionate culojies of his wife, and the general 
veneration in whicli it was long regarded, moie particularly by the 
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Soclelf of Friends. But beside tliis we have the negative evidonoe 
tliat in an age when those in poner almost universaLiy grew rich on 
the spoils of the defeated pailrf, hia hands were unstained. Hawks- 
well was his paternal estate, Bwarthmoor he possessed before tha 
breaking out of the civil wars, whelher by purchase or descent 
docs not appear, but more probably the latter. Harsh Orange he 
bought of his relations, the Askews. All was fairly his own ; and 
when his political enemies shortly after liis death recovend power, 
no ru*ned royalist had to ask for the restoration of sequestrations^ 
or d'8put« ttie title of his heirs, to whom all descended i:eaceabl]r 
according to bla devise. 



HAnRiAOB Certipicatk c 



"These are to signify unto all whom this may concern. That on 
the Eighteenth day of the Eighth montli, in the year One thousand 
sis hundred and sixty-nine, GcorgQ Fox and Margaret Fell pro- 
pounded their intentions of joining togetlicr in honourable marriage 
in the covenant of Qod, in our men's meeting, at Broad Meade, 
within the City of Bristol (having before made mention of such 
their intentions to several friends), on the behalf of which there 
were several testimonies given, both by the cb'.ldren and relations 
of the said Margaret, then present, and several others. In the power 
of the Lord, both of men and women, declaring tlieir satisfaction 
and approbation of their declared intention of marriage. And, - 
likewise, at another meetin;;, both of men and women, at the place 
aforesaid, on the twenty-first day of the month and year aforesa'd, 
tlie said George Fox and Margaret Fell did again publish thdr 
intentions of joining together in the honourable marriage. In the 
covenant of God, unto which a^ain there were many living testi- 
monies home by relations and friends then present, both of men and 
women. And the same intention of marriage bein^ again published 
by Dennis Uollister at our public meeting-place aforesaid, on the 
two and twentieth day of the month and year aforesaid ; and then 
again a public testimony was given to the same, that it was of God, 
who bad brought it to pass. And for the full accomplishment of 
tha aforesaid proposed and approved intention, at a pubUo meetin;,, 
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both of men and women friends appointed on purpose for the same 
thing, at the place aforesaid, and on the twenty-seventh day of the 
month and year aforesaid, according to the law and ordinance of 
God, and the example and good order of His people mentioned in 
the Scri] tures of truth, who took each other before witnesses, and 
the ciders of the people, as Lalan appointed a meeting at the 
marriage of Jacob, and as a meeting was appointed on purpose 
when Boaz and Ruth took each other, and aUo as it was in Cana, 
where Christ and His disciples went to a marriage, the said George 
Fox did solemnly In the presence of God, and us Ills people, declare 
That he took the said Margaiet Fell, in the everlast ng power and 
covenant of Gcd, which is from everlasting to everlasting ; and in 
the honourable marriage to be his bride and his wife. And, like- 
wise, the said Margaret did solemnly declare, that in the everlasting 
power of the Mighty Cod, and in the unalterable word, and in the 
presence of Cod, His angels, and iis His holy assembly, she took 
the said George Fox to be her husband ; unto which marriage many 
I'vin^ testimonies were born % in a sense of the power and presence 
of the 1 ving God, man'fest d in the said assembly, of which we, 
whose names are here subscribed, are witnesses : — 



*'Jonx Rous. 
William Yp:amax8. 
tuomas loweu. 
Geo. Roberts. 
Geokok Whitehead. 
Thomas Salthouse. 

ROBT. WiDDF.R. 

Leonard Fell. 
Morgan Watkins." 
And many other men 
Friends. 



"Margaret Rous. 
Issabell Teamanb. 
Mary Lower. 
Sarah Fell. 
Susan Fell. 
Rachel Fell. 
Ann Whitehead. 
3Iaroaret Besse. 
Susannah Pearson. 
Mary Wakefield," 
And many other women 
Friends. 



It may be observtd from the above recorded date of the publica- 
tion of George and Margaret Fox's marriage, that the whole public 
proceedings, from first to last, ocrupicd only nine days ; and that 
neither husband nor wife sgnid t^. e certificate. Their marriage 
certificate is one of the most ancimt documents of the kind in 
cxikiteiice in connection with tha Friends' marriages. Another, 
wh ch is in my poKscssion, bears date nine years later : it is that of 
my own ^reat-gr^at-grandparents, who werj natives of Weslmoro- 
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land. As it exhibits several points of difference from the foregoing, 
it will have interest for those vrho arc curious about the changes in 
certificates which have been adopted by Friends, therefore I tran- 
scribe it : — 



Marriage Certificate of William IIadwan and Sarah 

ThcImpson in 1678. 

** This is to certify the truth to all who may desire to know, that 
William IIadwan, of Penbank, in the county of Westmoreland, 
tanner, and Sarah Thouipson, daugl.ter of John Tliomjson, of 
Crooko, in the county aforesaid, spinster, having intentions of 
mar.iage according to the ordinance of God, and God*8 joining, 
laid it before the men's and women's mectin;;B ; before whom their 
marriage being propoun:led, the meeting desiring them to wait a 
month's time, and they making inquiry betwixt th3 times whelher 
the man is cLar from all olher women, and she frje from all other 
men, and friends and relations content therewith. So a second time 
they coming together before the monthly meeting, and all things 
hd'iig found cl ar, a meeting of the peojile of God was appointed in 
the house of the said John Thompson, where they took one another 
in the presence of God, and in the presence of His pcopU*, the 
twenty-sixlh day of the Fourth month, 1678, promising to live 
faithfully togetlier as man and wife ought to do, as long as they 
both do live ; according to the law of God and the practice of the 
holy men of God in the Scriptures of truth. 

'^ We <irj witnesses ot the same whoso names are hereunto sub* 
scribed the day and year aforesaid. 

" William Jladwan, 
** Sarah IIadwan, 



*MonN Thompson. 

KORNAT MOAXSON. 
ROBKRT RaRROW. 

Ahraham TnoMi*soN, 
KirnoLAs Wilson. 

AViLL IIOIKISON. 

Thomas Willson. 

J OK AS WiLLSON. 



** Agnks Thompson. 
Rbbena Thomp^^on. 
Margrat Willson. 

ISABELL Wir.LSON. 

A ON AS Pearson. 

Dorothy Thompson. 

Allice Burrah. 

Agnas Oslike.*' And 
many other signatures 
of men and women 
Friends. 
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D. 

Copy op the Cehtipicate of the Marriage of Daniel Abra- 
ham AND Kachel Fell, 1682. 

*' Whereas Daniell Abraham of Manchester, son and heir of John 
Abraham of Manchester, merchant, and in the county of Lancaster, 
deceased, and Rachel! Fell, spinster, daugl.ter of Thomas Fell of 
Swartbmoor, esquire, in the parish of Ulvcrston, and in the afore- 
said county of Lancaster, deceased, and cf 3Iar^arct his wife, 
having declared their intentions of mariiago with each other, before 
several public meet'ngs of the people of God called Quakers, in the 
aforesaid county, according to the good order used amongst them ; 
whose pioceedings therein, after deliberate consideration thereof, 
and consent of paities and relations concerned, was approved of by 
the said meetings. Now these are to certify to all whom it may 
concern, that for the full determining of their said intentions, this 
seventh day of March, in the year according to the English account 
1682, the said Daniel Abraham and Rachell Fell ap;:earcd, in a 
solemn and public assembly of the aforcsa'd people, met together 
for that end and purpose in their public meeting at Swarthmore, in 
the county of Lancaster aforesaid, and in a solemn manner, accord- 
ing to the example of the lioly men of God recorded in the Scrip- 
tures of truth, he, the sa'd Daniell Abraham, taking the said Rachell 
Fell by the hand, did openly declare as followeth, viz. : — 

" I, Daniell Abraham, in the fear of the Lord, in the sense and 
feeling of His love and presence, and in the presence of you who 
are my witnesses, do take my dear friend Rachell Fell to be my 
wife, and do promise, through the assistance of the Lord, to be to 
her a loving, tender, and faithful husband, so long as we both shall 
live. And then and there in the said assembly, the said Rachell 
Fell did in like manner declare as followeth, viz. : — 

^*I, Rachell Fell, take Daniell Abraham to be my husband, 
promising, throu:^h the Lord's assistance, to bo to him a faithful 
and loving wife till death doth sepai ate us. And the said Daniell 
Abraham and Rachell Fell, now Racl.ell Abraham, as a further 
confirmation thereof, did then and there to these x^resents set their 
hands. And we wliose names are hereunto sulDscribed, bo ng present, 
amongst many others, at the solemnizing of their said marriage and 
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Bubsciiption in manner aforesaid, as witnessc^s thereunto, have also 
to these iircsents subscrilKd our nanus, the day and the year above 
written. 

** DanifXl Abraham, 
*' RachcU Abraham, 

'Margaret Fox. 
Maiiy Lower. 
Anne Camm. 
Jane Greooe. 
Deborah Salthousb. 

DOKRITIIY WAIIiES. 
BeTTRIH ClRWEN. 

Elinor Clayton. 

Maky Askew." And nu- 
merous other signatures 
of men and Women 

Friends. 



"Witnesses — 

Thomas Lower. 
John Haydock. 

ROBT. WiDDER. 

Thomas Camm. 
Roger Haddock. 

ROLPH RiDC.EWAY, 

RoBT. Salthouse. 
Leonard Fell. 
Edward Braithat. 



E. 

The Will op George Fox. 

Proved 30th December, JG07, E Jiegiatro CuruB PrerogatiwB ChnX. 

Extract, 

**I do give 1o Tliomas Lower my saddle (they are at John 
Nelson's), and bridle, and spurs, and boots, inward leathered, and 
the New England Indian Bible, and my great book of the signifying 
of names, and my book of the New Testament of eight languages, 
and all my fihysieal things that came from beyond the seas, with the 
outlandish cup, and my two dials, the one is an equinoctial diaL 
And all my overplus books to be divided among my four son»-in- 
law, and also all my other books and my hammock I do give to 
Thomas Lower; [they are in] Benjamin Antrobus* chest; and 
Riichell may take tliat which is at Swarthmore. And Thomas Lower 
may have my walnut equinoctial dial (and if he can he may get one 
cut by it, which will bo hard to do), and he shall have one of my 
prospect-glasses in my trunk at L<mdon ; and a pair of my gloves 
and my seal, O. F. And that with the flammg sword to NaL 
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Mead; and my other two seals J. Rous and the other Dan. Abra- 
ham. And Thomas Lower shall liavc my magnifying glass, and 
the tO! toise-shell comb and case. 

"And all that I have written concerning what I do give to my 
relations, either money or otherwis,*, John Loft may put it up in my 
trunk at John Elsone's, and write all things down in a paper, and 
make a paper out of all my paimrs, how I have ordered things for 
them ;and Jol;n LoTt may send all things down by Pouelesworth 
carrier, in the trunk, to John Fox, at Pouelesworth in "Warwickshire ; 
and let John Fox send John Loft a full receipt and a discharge ; and 
in this matter, none of y.>u may ]>o concerned but John Loft. And 
my other little tiunk that standeth in Benjamin Antrobus' closet, 
with the outlandish things, Thomas Lower shall have ; and if it be 
ordered, in any other i>apers, to any other, that must not stand so, 
but as now ord. red — Q. F. And Savy, thou may g've Sary Fricken- 
fcld half-a-guinea ; for she hath been serviceable to me, an honest, 
careful young w«'man— G. F. Make no noise of these things, but do 
them in the life, as I have ordered them. And let Thomas Dockeral, 
that knoweth many of my epistles, and written books, which he did 
write [copy] come up to London to assist Friends in sorting of my 
epistles and other writings ; give him a guinea — G. F. And when 
all is done and cleared, what remains to [go to] the printing of my 
books. Benjamin Antrobus and Mary hath £100 pounds of mine — 
take no use of them for it when you do receive it. And in my chest 
in Benjamin Antrobus' chamber there is a little gilt box with some 
gold in it ; Sary Mead to take it, and let it do its services among the 
rest, so far as it will go ; the box is sealed up — G. F. 

**I do order "William and Saiy Mead, and T. Lower, to take care 
of all my books, and epistles, and papers, that be at Bei^am'n 
Antrobus' and at R. R. Chambers', and those that come from Swarth- 
more, and my journal of my life, and the ])assages and travels of 
Friends, and to take them all into their hands, and all the overplus 
of them they may have and keep together as a library, when they 
have gathered them tog* the r, which are to be printed. And for 
them to t^ko charge of all my money, and defray all as I have 
ordered in my other pap r-, and anything [more] of mine they may 
take, and God will and shall l>o their reward — the 8th month, 1688. 
Thomas Lower and John Rous may assist you — G. F. And all the 
passa'^cs and travels and sufferings of Friends, in the beginning of the 
spreading of the Truth, which I have kept together, will make a fine 
history, and they may be liad at Swarthmore with my other books. 
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"Glory to tbe Lord for ever. Amen. G. F.— the 8th month, 
1688. 

**The por.-ons horeinaftcr named, by their8olomn declaration, sub- 
scribed under their hands, did affirm the above written to by wrote 
with the proper hand of tlio said George Fox, deceased, they being 
acqua'uted with his handwriting : — 

"S. Mead, wife of W. Mead, of the parish of St. Dyonis Back- 
chureh, London, citizen and merchant tailor* of London. W. Ingram, 
of the pari? h of St. Margan^t, New Fish-street, London, aged about 
57 years ; he knew George Fox alK>ut 40 years. G. Whitehead, of 
the parish of St. Bot »lph without, Bishopsgate. London, gentleman, 
aged about CO years ; knew George Fox above 40 yeais." 

[The spelling of proper names in the f.^regoini^ "W'll and Certificates 
IS left as in the originals. Those who arc ac(piainted with the common 
written documents belonjiing to the seventeenth etntury, will be 
aware liow un(;ertain is tlicir si>elling of i)U)i)er ntnu's, different 
meml)ers of the same family not unfiequently 8pi^>lling their own 
names and the name of the family residence differently. Thus I find 
Swarthmo »r sometimes spelled Bwarthmore, Swartmore, Swarth- 
moar, and Swartmoar ; and Gooseyes, which Sarah Meade always 
spelled thus, by her mother and some others was sp.lkKl Gooses, 
again Gooseys, and yet again Gooshays ; and William and Sarah 
Meade's name, which tlicy always teiminat. d with e, has no such 
termination in the alK>ve Will.] 



The following corrected particulars respecting the descendants of 
the Fell family were rec^>ivi d after goin;^ to i»ress : — 

Note, i>. 141, line 2*^.— Of the descendants of the Wanls we cannot 
obtain any infonnation. The most numen>u8 family now traceable of 
Fell descent t'mnig'i Thomas and Mary Lower are the <les;'cndants 
of Lovcduy Lower's daughter, Peiry Swan. Perrj* was married to 
.T«isc]>h Doubliday, and of their gmndchildrun there are four now 
living :— Hannah Impry, of Earlc's Tolne, a widow ; William DatibU- 
day King, of Sudbury, who was married in 1S:J0 to Susanna Grubby 
daughter of Jnhn and Sarah Lynes Gmbb; Klizabeih Broien^ % 
widow, who r. sides n(>ar Fppin<;, and has three childn>n, all married ; 
Joseph DoubUday BcunMi, married in 1833 to Rachel Wat.- on. They 



• Tho City Guild to which W. Meade belonged. 
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liave ono son, Joseph Watson Beamish, and ho has a son, bom in 
1806. Thus of tl.o descendants of Perry Swan there are nine, above 
specified. Of these, five belong to the Society of Friends, and four, 
I believe, to tlie Church of EnglaniL 

KoTE, p. 447. — There are in all forty-two descendants of Abraham 
and Lydia Shackleton now living. The total niiml>er of the living 
descendants of Judge Fell, that can l>e spoken of with certainty, 
amount to ninety, of whom it appears 



43 belong to the Society of Fr'ends. 

17 ** " Church of England. 

18 '• " Unitarians. 

6 ** " Indei)endenta. 

5 *• ** Roman Catholics. 

6 ** ** DoubtfuL 
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